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PERRELLA, KAGAN, HOBAN, LG JUMPS ARE STRONG

Blue Devil Track Men Look
To Middle/Distance Strength

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For years, the primary strength of
the Westfield High School boys track
and field team has come with the
depth and talents of its distance and
middle distance runners. The same is
true this season but the Blue Devils
could get added strength with an
evolving long jump crew.

Last year, it was evident that the
Blue Devils were developing well in
the long jump when Rich Scialabba,
Marcus Graham and Tyler Maccubbin
placed 2-4-6 at the Watchung Confer-
ence National Division meet. Pres-
ently, Scialabba has a best leap of
20’6” and Graham has leapt 19’6”.
Sophomores Mike Mathews and Adam
Bergo are in the mid-19s and sopho-
more Trent Burns had cleared 18 feet.

The Blue Devils had the top two-
some in the state in the pole vault last
year and Union County swept the
event at the Meet of Champions
(MOC) when Governor Livingston’s

Anthony Abitante and Blue Devils
Mike Woods and Mike Gorski fin-
ished 1-2-3, respectively. Woods and
Gorski have graduated and No. 3 Blue
Devil Alex Kao, who has cleared 12
feet, is out with an injury, so the pole
vault burden rests with sophomore
Matt Shaffer, junior Mike Porch and
newcomer Eric Brandman.

All eyes will still be on senior Jeff
Perrella who has recorded times of
1:58 in the 800, 4:25 in the 1600 and
9:20 in the 3200. Last year, he strode
to a third-place finish in the 3200 at
the MOC and this winter he won the
event in the Group 4 meet and placed
second at the MOC. Perrella, who
will attend William and Mary in the
fall, has been improving his times in
every event and is expected to reap a
large number of team points.

Several additional runners from last
fall’s excellent cross-country team will
bring in points in the middle and long
distance events. Seniors Kris Kagan
with a time of 2:01 in the 800 and 4:34

in the 1600 and Jay Hoban at 4:36 in
the 1600 will get added support from
sophomore Evan Friedman who ran a
4:37 in the 1600 and 2:02 in the 800.
John Gagliano will compete in the 800
and 400 while Alex Tarlow, Ameer
Rogers and Eric Scrudato will com-
pete in the 800. For his performance in
winter track, Kagan was named All-
Union County Third Team in the 800.

“Actually, we have a lot of young
kids who are pretty good. Evan Fried-
man ran 2:02 (800) indoors and 4:37
(1600) indoors. In middle distance,
we are pretty strong,” said Blue Devil
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TWO STELLAR AGENTS

DIAZ, ANDERSON EACH CRACK TWO-RUN HOMERS

Hillsborough Unloads Muscle
On Baseball Blue Devils, 16-4

KOLB, CEPPARULO RAP RBI DBLS; DINIZO, 4 HITS

Baseball Raiders Rally in 7th,
Down Warrior Boys, 13-11

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong relief pitching combined
with four runs in the seventh inning
molded the outcome of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood’s, 13-11, season-opening
victory over Watchung Hills in War-
ren on April Fools Day. John Mineo
picked up the victory in relief and
lofted a sacrifice fly that tied the
game. Chris Kolb and Joe Cepparulo
followed with RBI doubles to seal the

victory.
“These guys never give up. We

were down a couple of times and
came back. Next inning, we put up a
couple more on the board to take the
lead back,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Baylock. “That’s one thing this
group has. They love spunk. They
have fire in them and they never quit.
They do all the little things right –
that’s all I ask of them and the big
picture is going to fall into place.”

Raider starting pitcher Josh Decker
pitched well through four-and-two-
third innings before he got into a jam
by yielding five runs.

The Raiders, who totaled 12 hits,
chipped off a run in the first when
sophomore catcher James Dinizo and
Mineo tapped back-to-back singles
and designated hitter John Cox
chopped a single to right field. The
Warriors, who finished with 18 hits,
responded with a run in the bottom of
the inning on Chris DeCosimo’s RBI
single.

The Raiders added three runs in the
second. Cepparulo was hit-by-a-pitch
and Adam Perez walked. After a
double steal, Colin Weber walked and
Jeff Bell whacked a laser that scored
two runs on a miscue at short. Dinizo
followed with an RBI single. Warrior
Cody Ross sacrificed home a run in
the bottom of the inning.

The Raiders added two runs to take
a 6-2 lead in the fourth. Mike Rusin
walked and Dinizo rocked a ground
rule-double. Mineo and Cox, respec-
tively, lofted RBI sacrifice flies. The
Warriors rocked Decker for five runs
to take a 7-6 lead in the bottom of the
inning, highlighted by Brandon
Edwards’ three-run homerun and
Adam Rivera’s solo homer. Mineo
entered in relief and retired the side.

“My goal was if we could get
through four, anything after that would
be great,” said Baylock. “Josh had
two out when he gave up a couple of
big hits, so I had to pull him out a little
more prematurely than I wanted to.
He did a good job, kept us in the game
and kept it close.”

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most times the very best learning
experiences come from mistakes
and, in many cases, the opening
game of the baseball season pro-

vides the perfect opportunity to ex-
perience mistakes.

April Fools Day offered no jokes
but did offer the learning experience
when the visiting Hillsborough Raid-
ers baseball team, last year’s Group 4

champions, demonstrated its offen-
sive muscle with a 16-hit attack, in-
cluding three home runs – one a grand
slam – to defeat Westfield, 16-4.

“We learned when we play an upper
echelon team, you have to change
your approach. Whether it be hitting,
whether it be on the mound, whether it
be in the field, you have to be ready for
the ball to get to you a lot quicker,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Bob Brewster.

Raider starting pitcher Rob
Kumbatovic limited the offensive-
minded Blue Devils to just seven hits,
but did yield two-run homers to Mike
Diaz, who also singled, and Jay Ander-
son. Mike Murray, Tom Ricciuti, Craig
Ellis and Justin Olsen added singles.

The Blue Devils discovered they
needed to brush up on their defense
when they committed three errors –
they had five in the game – and a wild
pitch that led to a four-run first inning
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NEW COACH KNOWS CONFERENCE

BOE Confirms DeSarno
To Be WHS Grid Coach

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For several months, there has been
widespread speculation as to who was
going to be the next Westfield High
School football Head Coach and it
had been rumored that Jim DeSarno,
the five-year head coach at Kinnelon
High School, has been the chosen
one.

Well! The rumors have become a
reality but DeSarno is no stranger to
the Watchung Conference. Prior to
his coaching at Kinnelon, he had been
an assistant coach at Linden High
School and at Malcolm X. Shabazz.

“He knows the conference. He
knows the people. He’s been around
and has a great rapport with every-
one,” said WHS Athletic Director
Ed Tranchina who, along with Dr.
Robert Petix and Gary Kehler, made

the selection.
Of the 25 interviews for the posi-

tion, “We interviewed five people. Of
those 25 people, we were looking for
people who had head coaching expe-
rience. We narrowed it down to two

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEING GREETED BY HIS TEAMMATES…Blue Devil Jay Anderson is greeted by his teammates after blasting a two-run
home run in the fourth inning against Hillsborough. Blue Devil Mike Diaz also smacked a two-run homer.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO SWIPING ALLOWED …This Watchung Hills Warrior doesn’t have a
chance as Raider first baseman Chris Kolb catches him and slaps on the tag.
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