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Problems On Lighting Ball Fields;
Vo-Tech, Tamaques and Hoolihan

nities. Without hesitation, they both in-
formed me that the lighting of the field is
sure to negatively impact the future value
of my home. To this day, Mr. Zazzali has
disregarded my request to consult with
qualified real estate agents to determine
the impact to property values and he has
not conducted any sort of study to look at
the impact that it had on property values
in other towns that lit their own fields.

Although it is extremely premature to
make an assumption about the possibility
of getting access to the land at Ponderosa
Farms off of Cooper Road, I would im-
plore the Board and the town to please not
make a decision on the lighting at Vo-
Tech until we get clarity on what might
happen at Ponderosa. As I know the town
continually works hard to assess all the
ball fields in the town, here is a chance to
potentially get access to a large parcel of
land that could likely alleviate a large
amount of concern about lack of space.

Mentioned at the meeting by Mr.
Bruce Kaufman, Westfield might make
a move on Tamaques Park in the future
(perhaps in 2010). As a businessman, I
would think that we could joint-venture
a beautifully lit park at Tamaques. Al-
though, I do not support the use of other
town’s fields due to cost and loss of
control, if we were to  partner in
Tamaques, that location makes a ton of
sense given its wide expanse, the ample
buffer of woods around the fields and
the fact that lights are already in place
on the tennis courts with little impact to
the surrounding communities.

It appears that chairman Zazzali has
given his opinion to the board that the
fields should be lit given that the over-
whelming “majority” of the residents
are in favor of the lighting. But, I find it
truly amazing that the value of homes in
the direct vicinity of the ball field and
the lights was not taken into consider-
ation. The board never consulted with a
qualified real estate professional.

I thank chairman Zazzali and Mr. Poerio
for conversing with me many times.

Paul Takats
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: This letter was edited.

On February 27, the Board (Recreation
Department) of Scotch Plains conducted
a public meeting in regard to the lighting
of the ball field at Union Vo-Tech. The
county has given the town $172,500 to
renovate the field and the town has
matched that for a total of $345,000. The
funds will be used to expand and com-
pletely renovate the field in addition to
lighting the fields (similar to the lighting
found on the soccer fields in Westfield
near St. Helens Catholic Church).

I do not think any of us can argue
against the need for better ball fields and
additional fields to serve the needs of our
children. I fully support the expansion of
the fields to accommodate sports that find
it necessary to play on large fields. The
expansion of the field south, into the
parking lot, would likely be the most
unobtrusive manner.

But, I continue to be concerned about
the lighting of that field. It should be
noted that I live in close proximity to the
field, so my concerns may be in my own
and my family’s self-interests.

I recently visited the Westfield soccer
fields near St. Helens at night when the
field was lit in order to ascertain the
impact it might have on my family’s
home. Although Musco Lighting pro-
duces a product that purportedly reduces
the light spillage, glare and halo effect,
those lights are extremely bright. The
south side of Scotch Plains is fairly quiet
and dark during the summer evenings,
allowing for pleasant nights outside un-
der the stars. The ball players will be
playing at 9:30 at night. It will be like a
fireball from the windows of many of the
homes surrounding the field.

At the St. Helen’s fields, there are no
homes that are as close to the field as
many of the homes near Vo-Tech. The
fields at St. Helen’s have a road and
woods to the east, railroad tracks to the
south, the church to the north and woods
and an industrial building to the west.

One of my biggest concerns about the
lighting is also the impact that it will
have on the value of my home. I spoke to
two well-respected and professionally
licensed real estate agents who sell homes
in our town and the surrounding commu-

Letters to the Editor
Donations of Food Needed to Fill

Coffers at S. Plains-Fanwood Pantry
The spring holidays draw closer, all of

us involved with Neighbor-to-Neighbor
hope our township residents will remem-
ber to donate holiday items to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Food Pantry. Some of
our neighbors are counting on this assis-
tance to make the holidays special for
them and their families.

Anyone with a turkey or ham not needed
for their own family’s dinner is urged to
donate it to the food pantry. (Perhaps you
earned one with purchases at a local su-
permarket and are not planning to use it?)
Turkeys, hams and other perishable foods
should be brought directly to the Scotch
Plains municipal building so they can be
put directly into the welfare office refrig-
erator. You may leave these and other
perishable foods at the tax assessor’s of-
fice between 9 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Mon-
day through Friday.

Non-perishable items may be placed in
the collection bins located in the lobbies
of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood librar-
ies. Neighbor to Neighbor will bring them
to the food pantry.

Fanwood Memorial Library patrons
please note: although missing during the
recent construction at the library, a food
pantry collection bin is back for your
convenience.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food Pan-
try appreciates contributions of non-per-
ishable foods, groceries, cleaning prod-
ucts, paper goods and toiletries all year
long. You may bring these donations to
the libraries or to the municipal building,
whichever is more convenient for you.

Thank you for your support of this
worthwhile program.

Gary Herzberg
Scotch Plains

BOE Candidates Should Reveal CACE
Recommendations Before Election

It’s Critical That Voters
Pass BOE Budget

I am writing to urge the public to vote
“yes” for the Westfield School budget in
the election this April 18. Having at-
tended several budget presentations, I
believe this budget is well thought out.
The Board of Education has taken care to
make cuts that affect as few children as
possible while keeping programs that af-
fect many children.

They have made class size a priority by
hiring four new teachers at the elemen-
tary level. In addition, the Board has
made wise decisions by negotiating bet-
ter utility rates and investigating shared
services with the Department of Public
Works.

It is especially critical that voters pass
the budget this year. We as a community
cannot expect to maintain the high quality
education we have here in Westfield with-
out some sort of tax increase. The 3.85
percent increase proposed by the Board
this year is reasonable. If the budget is
voted down and goes to the Town Coun-
cil, I am sure programs that we all want
our children to benefit from will be cut.

Please take that step to preserve our
children’s education by voting “yes” on
April 18.

Carol Fahrenthold
Westfield

Much has been said about the Citizen’s
Advisory Committee on Enrollment
(CACE) in the campaign for the Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) where five
candidates (Beth Cassie, Jane Clancy,
Jesse Garfinkel, Anne Reigel and Doug
Stokes) are running for three open seats.
We’ve heard about the great “community
engagement,” “lively discussion,” and
“innovative solutions” proposed by this
committee, which was charged to review
and provide solutions to problems includ-
ing redistricting, class sizes, budget is-
sues, and construction options.

However, we haven’t officially heard
what these recommendations are, and
these won’t be revealed until after the
election. Shouldn’t we know what we are
voting on since three of the candidates
(Cassie and Clancy are CACE members,
and Reigel is BOE President) are knowl-
edgeable about the report’s findings, and
had input into the recommendations that
will shape the direction of the BOE and
Westfield?

Given the importance of the CACE
committee, and the breadth of their rec-
ommendations, I feel it is vitally impor-
tant for voters to know: 1) what recom-
mendations have been made by this group,
2) how these will impact on educational
experiences of our children and the com-
munity and 3) the extent members of the

CACE committee and Board of Educa-
tion support or do not support these rec-
ommendations.

Rumors about redistricting, centralized
kindergarten, full day kindergarten, school
construction, future bond issues, etc. re-
flect realistic concerns of voters. These
should be addressed in the campaign since
recommendations regarding these issues
have already been decided. It is unfair to
the public that we are voting for candidates
and a budget nearing $80 million, without
knowing what recommendations are to be
acted upon in upcoming years, and where
candidates stand on these issues.

I suspect if recommendations were
made public, voters would be discussing
the important and complex issues that
need to be discussed before the election,
when you can impact the process, and not
after the election, when recommenda-
tions will be put into action.

I urge Westfield voters to ask ques-
tions, and demand answers on these is-
sues from those who were involved, in-
cluding candidates Beth Cassie, Anne
Reigel, and Jane Clancy. These candi-
dates were involved in the recommenda-
tions, and voters should know their posi-
tions to make an informed vote on 4/18/
2006.

Ken Sumner
Westfield

Volunteers Made Scotch Plains
Library Book Sale a Success

The recent book sale at the Scotch
Plains Library was a huge success! As
both a member of the library’s board of
trustees and an active “Friend” of the
library, I was pleased to chair this won-
derful effort that raised more than $10,000
for the library’s future projects.

We amassed more than 15,000 books
donated by area residents, plus several
thousand audio-visual products – all of-
fered for sale between 25 cents and $5.
Most products were in the $1 to $2 range
– so it is easy to see the great number of
books, tapes and cassettes that were sold!
Area residents were streaming in and out
of the library in droves!

Needless to say, none of this success
could have occurred without the help of
dozens of volunteers! Since it is imprac-
tical to thank everyone personally, we
thought publicly recognizing our volun-
teers via our local papers would be the
most efficient way of expressing our grati-
tude. If we have inadvertently omitted
any of our dozens of helpers, we apolo-
gize in advance. And ditto, if we inadvert-
ently spelled any names incorrectly.

“Friends” are grateful to: Maureen Basta,
Muriel Baumwell, Liz Bourchtein, Louise
Boyton, Allison Brown, Nancy
Butkiewicz, Elaine Chinoy, Cleo Chou,
Dierdre Clark, Mary Beth and Jake Cregg,
Norma Cruz, Mae Deas, Karina and Chris-
tine Albanese DeMair, Joe Duff, Joe Fallon,
Susan Frick, Dill Gaddis, Mary Claire
Hahn, Steve Henderson Julie and Danya
Jacobs, Judy Joshua, Lori Klein, Meg and
John Kolaya, Ellie Kramps, Maria Kuchar,
Amy Landers, Chris Lestarchick, Mary
Claire Levins, Padma Marikar, Joyce
Marshall, Marianne Mulligan, Mike
Mulligan, Marianne and John Nolan, Esther
Poladian, Chris and Joe Quarto, Bianca
and Julia Root, Alayna Rosenblum, Tom,
Marla and Chris Russo, Sadie Schloss,
Alan Solomon, Ronni Smith, Anne Staffin,
Karyn Steele, Dave Steigerwald, Laura
Swidersky, Stacy Tanguy, Mildred Tay-
lor, Yihjye Twu, Cathy Uriarte, Sarah
Valenciano, Benjamin Belarde, Bill Wallis
and Karen Woessner.

Some special recognition needs to be
given to Bob Czaja, the president of the
“Friends of the Scotch Plains Library,”
who was everywhere at every time and at
every turn; Leslie Bass, who chaired the
“volunteers” to insure that we were fully
staffed with help prior to, during and
following the sale – a time-consuming
and often thankless job; Ann Twu, who
practically single-handedly organized the
entire Children’s Room – with more than
3,000 products – all of which were sold by
the end of the sale, and Judy Megaro, who
designed and produced the colorful and
creative signage around the room!

Around five or six years ago, when
“Friends” first became involved in an
annual book sale, we raised a few hun-

dred dollars, and considered it a success.
Each year thereafter, the number has in-
creased substantially. Now we are on the
“must go to” list of dealers and book
lovers throughout the area.

We are grateful not only to our volun-
teers who helped out, but to the residents
who donated their books and audio-vi-
sual materials to stock our shelves. We
are also delighted to have received sup-
port from our merchant community (in-
cluding our local press) for helping spread
the word. They displayed our posters and
bookmarks, and practically everywhere
you went in town, you saw something
about the Scotch Plains Book Sale.

And finally, none of the above would
have been possible without the co-opera-
tion and leadership of Library Director
Meg Kolaya and her fine staff of profes-
sional librarians. Despite all the recent
construction and its inherent confusion,
they were supportive and good-natured
about the inconvenience. They have made
it possible for the library to grow in es-
sence, in concept and in reality, and be-
come a hub of community activity.

My personal thanks to all who partici-
pated – in whatever form. Every contribu-
tion was welcome and needed. Well done!

Feather Foster
Scotch Plains

Kids Need to Learn Math From
Ground Up, Not Roof Down

Imagine building a house without mak-
ing its foundation first. Any builder would
tell you that is nuts.

Everyday Math teaches concepts with-
out mastering math’s foundation first
because “You will come back to it again.”
Well just like the building that has no
foundation the kids are the ones that suf-
fer.

You partially learn something...move
on to something else.... then come back to
the other thing at a later time.... but if you
haven’t mastered the basic concepts, how
does this help our kids?

From what I have seen of Everyday
Math, I am not impressed. Ballpark esti-

mates are taught then you have to be
taught again another way to estimate and
if you weren’t confused the first time, you
are guaranteed to be confused after the
second time. Multiplication is now taught
using the lattice method, and division is
taught in partial quotients.

Having unfortunately been taught us-
ing new math myself when I was in school,
which in my opinion was another awful
method. Bring back traditional math.

Everyday Math is a bad way to ap-
proach math. I don’t understand it most of
the time and have to teach it to myself
before I can help my kids with homework
questions.

I understand, from talking to parents at
gymnastics that Scotch Plains-Fanwood
has dropped Everyday Math because they
have seen math test scores go down. I
hope that Westfield follows suit with any
other districts that have decided to drop it.

The new math was terrible when I was
a kid (1960’s/1970’s). Everyday Math
has got to go.

Kids need to learn math concepts from
the ground up, not from the roof down.

Ellen Frey
Westfield

Where Is Article About
Demographics?

A few weeks ago The Times mentioned
analyzing the demographic study that was
performed by the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school board. I have not seen anything in
the paper about this. It may be very inter-
esting to the public to see your analysis
prior to the voting on Tuesday, April 18.

I can’t help to think that it may be
biased to only families with children in
the school system, understate the impor-
tance of location versus the quality of the
school system and the actual predicted
increase in enrollment. Based on a dis-
cussion at a school board meeting it was
mentioned that the report did not predict
a significant increase in children this com-
ing year. A number of board members
expressed surprise at this conclusion. It
would be interesting to know the facts.

I look forward to reading your take on
this report that the taxpayers funded.

Al Muller
Scotch Plains

Editor’s Note: We will publish an ar-
ticle about the report next week.

YOU’LL LOVE OUR NEW
HOME. IT LOOKS NOTHING

LIKE A BANK.

*Benefits are not offered on Free Checking accounts opened before 3/11/06. Minimum balance to open is the amount of check printing charges or, if none, $1; online $100.  1 Select check styles
available and must be ordered through Washington Mutual.  2 ATM operator may charge non-refundable fee.  3 Reward paid to account on anniversary date and equals $.03 for each Gold Debit
MasterCard® purchase transaction made within the last year up to a total reward of $250.
NO PURCHASE, ACCOUNT, OR BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP IS REQUIRED TO ENTER OR WIN THE APPLE® IPOD®, AND WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF
WINNING. YOU HAVE NOT WON YET. FOR ELIGIBILITY AND OTHER DETAILS, SEE OFFICIAL SWEEPSTAKES RULES AVAILABLE AT FINANCIAL CENTER. ONE ENTRY
PER PERSON. WASHINGTON MUTUAL WILL AWARD ONE 20GB APPLE® IPOD® PER EVENT. RETAIL VALUE $299.99. APPLE® IS NOT A SPONSOR OR PARTICIPANT IN
THIS PROMOTION.

wamu.comFDIC Insured

VISIT OUR NEW HOME AND ENTER TO WIN AN APPLE® iPod® APRIL  8. Our newest location is now open

and we’re throwing a little party to celebrate. Plus you can enter to win an Apple® iPod®. And if you open a new

account, you’ll discover Washington Mutual’s unique, more human approach to banking and all the great

features our customers love—our new WaMu Free CheckingTM* account—Free Checks for Life1, Free ATM

Cash Withdrawals2, Free Gold Debit MasterCard® with Rewards3 and much more!

WESTFIELD FINANCIAL CENTER, 184 Elm Street, Westfield , NJ 07090  (908) 232-3230

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

SPRING SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 04/12/06

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

One of the most treasured winemakers in Austria making wine
from highly prized vineyard on the cliffs above the Danube in the
Wachau region.  Intense mineral and deep green fruit tones with
a sprinkling of pepper and spice.  His 1964 still drinks beautifully,

and still has the tone of white peach in it that you’ll taste here.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$24.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$12.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Hirtzburger Gruner Veltiner
Rots-Tor Federspeil  $29.99

Glatzer Gruner Veltiner

Carnuntum  $13.99
From the area of the ancient Roman capital of
Austria, this is a delightful everyday Gruner.
Creamy Key-Lime Pie quality along with a good
stony background.  Put some sausages on the grill
and have the neighbors over.

Sepp Gruner Veltiner  $15.99

Sepp Moser is from an historic Austrian wine
family in the Kremstal region.  A remarkably well
balance Gruner with lemony notes and hints of
stone and flowers.

Our most popular Gruner from Wiessenkirchen
in the Wachau, it is an excellent value introduc-
tion to Austria’s greatest white region.  Lean, with
lively acid and citrus accented fruit.  It goes with
everything.

Karthauser Gruner Veltiner  $12.99


