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By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and Times

The Arts Guild of Rahway will
open its Eighth Season Jazz Series
with Jon-Erik Kellso on Friday, Oc-
tober 7, at 8 p.m. Mr. Kellso’s been
playing professional trumpet since
the late eighties, and played with
Linda Ronstadt, Maria Muldaur, Leon
Redbone and a long list of others. He
has an even longer list of credits, and
a few CD’s. Tickets are $14, or in a
series, only $10 each. Buy them at
www.rahwayartsguild.org, or by call-
ing (732) 381-7511.

* * * * * * *
There are still a few more perfor-

mances left of the classic The Impor-
tance of Being Earnest at the
Shakespeare Company of New Jer-
sey at the F.M. Kirby Shakespeare
Theatre on the campus of Drew Uni-
versity in Madison. Tickets are $37
to $49, and you can pick out your
seats if you purchase online at: http:/
/royal.reliaserve.com, or call the box
office at:  (973) 408-5600. It’s play-
ing through Sunday, October 2. While
you are there, visit the art exhibition
and sale, Shakespeare’s Flowers, lo-
cated at the Theatre.

* * * * * * *
On Thursday, October 6 at 9 p.m.,

Jeffrey Gaines will play his guitar at
the Crossroads in Garwood, with guest
Buster Cox. See the man whose music
was described in Rolling Stone Maga-
zine as “sounds like Otis Redding,
Elvis Costello and David Bowie…in
one amazing package.”  . The Cross-
roads is located at 78 North Avenue.
Arrive earlier for a Cajun dinner. Tick-
ets are $10 in advance, or $12 day of
show. Call (908) 232-5666 for reser-
vations, or purchase online at: http://
www.crossroadsatgarwood.musictoday.com/

* * * * * * *
If you weren’t fortunate enough

to see the Dalai Lama when he
recently visited New Jersey, the
Newark Museum has been concur-
rently exhibiting a collection of
objects and photographs at the en-
trance to their permanent and mag-
nificent Tibetan Buddhist Altar. The
museum is located at 49 Washing-
ton Street in the downtown section.
For information on Reflections: His
Holiness, the 14th Dalai Lama,
call (973) 596.6550, or visit them
online at:
www.newarkmuseum.org. Kids can
warm up with their interactive vir-
tual tour at: http://
www.newarkmusem.org.

* * * * * * *
The 12-Miles West Theatre in

Bloomfield is showing The Rain-
maker, N. Richard Nash’s classic
work of Americana, through Sunday,
October 16. The theatre is located at
Bloomfield Avenue, easily reached
via the Garden State Parkway. The
romantic comedy will run you about
$26, and is playing Thursdays through
Sundays. Call (973) 259-9187 for
more information.

WSO Begins Season
Under Mark McGurty

By MICHELLE H. LePOIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – If you ask Mark
McGurty, the new executive director
of the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO), why he was hired, he
responds frankly, “Street smarts. I
know what works.”

The Union City resident and New-
ark native replaced Nicole DeNigro,
who served as executive director since
2002. Her predecessor was Nancy
Jackson.

Mr. McGurty told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in a recent interview,
“I have had a long career in orchestra
building and making things happen,
and that’s why David (WSO Conduc-
tor David Wroe) wanted me. David
had confidence in me even though
our styles are very different. But, we
complement one another’s different
styles.”

Mr. McGurty, who recently re-
turned from Korea, where he served
as Professor of Composition at the
Korean National University of the
Arts, has been a longtime friend of
Maestro Wroe.

A product of The Juilliard School,
Mr. McGurty’s abundant résumé
boasts countless accomplishments.
After Juilliard, he worked in Venezu-

ela at the Orchestra Filarmonica de
Caracas. He served as Composer in
Residence for the Long Beach Sym-
phony Orchestra and Long Beach
Opera, both in California, and con-
ducted four key operas, including The
Guilty Mother. Mr. McGurty was also
a journalist at The Los Angeles Times.
His accomplishments are outlined in
“Baker’s Biographical.”

When asked about what qualities
he intends to contribute to the WSO
and goals he has set forth, Mr.
McGurty said he would like to see
communities beyond Westfield be-
coming involved in the organization.

In the past, he noted, the WSO has
been built in a vertical structure in-
stead of a horizontal one. He ex-
plained that the vertical method made
the WSO more exclusive like a club,
whereas establishing a new horizon-
tal structure would make the WSO
“more dynamic if it reached out be-

yond its borders.”
Mr. McGurty added that he would

like to see “more involvement from
the Hispanic and Jewish community”
in the WSO.

Turning to the organization’s youth
outreach programs and activities, Mr.
McGurty believes the youth would
respond better if there were a “more
localized approach, focusing on mu-
sic of our time, the things we grew up
with, and the music that has hap-
pened all around us.”

The biggest challenge going for-
ward is switching the focus from “en-
tertainment” to “arts,” said Mr.
McGurty.

When he was asked by the WSO
Board of Trustees whether the orga-
nization embodies more arts than en-
tertainment, he explained to The
Leader/Times, “We must be focusing
on the arts aspect of what we do.
We’re not here to entertain our audi-
ences.”

Mr. McGurty is excited about the
WSO’s 2005-2006 season. The WSO
will team up with the New York City
Opera on Saturday, October 1, at 8
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield to present Bizet’s Carmen.
Calling this partnership “a big, big
deal,” this event is being billed as the
Joseph DeAlessandro Memorial Op-

era Concert.
The 2005-2006 season will also

commemorate the 250th birthday of
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Mr.
McGurty added that the WSO has
also commissioned a new composi-
tion, “The New Colossus,” based on
the poem by Emma Lazarus at the
Statue of Liberty’s base. He noted
that each sentence in Lazarus’ poem
is assigned as a composition.

When asked if the WSO might be
included as one of the free summer
concerts offered at Echo Lake Park,
he responded, “With the continued
support of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, we hope to be
able to present that.”

Before the October 1 concert, how-
ever, the WSO performed with the
New York City Opera and Princeton
Pro Musica yesterday, September 28,
at the PNC Bank Arts Center Holmdel.

To learn more about the WSO’s
2005-2006 season or to obtain tick-
ets, visit the orchestra office at 224
East Broad Street in Westfield or call
(908) 232-9400.

Tomato Bounty Can Be
Enjoyed All Year Long

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you planted a traditional kitchen
garden last spring, chances are by now
you are seeing red. Red as in a hearty
crop of tomatoes, that is. When the
tomato harvest is too plentiful for sal-
ads and sandwiches, it can be trans-
formed right in your own kitchen into a
hearty tomato sauce, which can be used
as the base for soups and “gravies” that
can be enjoyed all winter long.

Canning techniques vary. This is the
method given to me by my mother, Vi
Morano, who learned it from her mother,
Lucia Caruso. Lucia came through Ellis
Island from Italy in the early part of the
century, and eventually settled in Scotch
Plains, where she and my grandfather,
Andrea raised eight children. Needless
to say, she did a lot of canning!

Any type of tomato can be canned,
but some types hold up better than
others. Plum tomatoes are my family’s
favorite. Pick them when firm; the
tomatoes should be ripe, but not over-
ripe. The quantity of canned toma-

toes produced will vary according to
the tomato used, but about two pounds
of tomatoes will equal one quart of
canned sauce.

Start the process with scrupulously
clean tomatoes and equipment. The
tomatoes should be washed thor-
oughly under running water until rinse
water runs clear. Mason jars, screw
tops and lids should be boiled for 10
minutes, then cooled slightly.

Remove bruised spots from the to-
matoes. Chop them concasse – in a
rough chop – and place the “meat” of
the tomato, along with the seeds and
skins, into a large saucepot. Cook just
until soft – about 10 minutes. Ladle the
hot tomatoes into a food mill to sepa-
rate seeds and skins, which are dis-
carded, from the sauce. Cook the sepa-
rated sauce again until desired thick-
ness is achieved, adding salt to taste.

Place a fresh bay leaf in the bottom of
each Mason jar. Pour or ladle the hot
sauce to approximately one half inch
from the top of the jar. Add lid and screw
top, following the jar manufacturer’s
instructions for sealing and ensuring
that a seal has been achieved. Home-
jarred tomatoes can be stored in a cool
place away from drafts for up to one
year. Don’t forget to date the jars.

Be sure to put one or two ripe
tomatoes aside to make tomato
bruschetta, to enjoy once the canning
of the tomatoes is complete. Toast
thinly sliced pieces of French or Ital-
ian bread that have been sparingly
brushed with olive oil and rubbed
with fresh garlic.

Dice the tomatoes, adding fresh
minced onion, chopped fresh basil,
salt and pepper to taste. Spoon the
tomato mixture onto the slices of
bread. Pour a glass of wine, sit back
and enjoy your reward, as you antici-
pate the comfort food you’ll prepare
this winter from the tomatoes you
harvested this fall.
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Get Outta’
The House

Michelle LePoidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HARMONIOUS PARTNERSHIP...Westfield Symphony Orchestra (WSO) Di-
rector David Wroe, left, stands with the organization’s new Executive Director
Mark McGurty. Mr. McGurty replaces Nicole DeNigro, who served the WSO
since 2002.

Nets’ Jason Kidd Escorts First
Grader To Tamaques Elementary

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – First grader
Angelique Allen, six, jumped around
her house last Friday, September 23,
asking her mom and dad a thousand
questions a minute about Jason Kidd.
Most importantly, Angelique had to
pick out which New Jersey Nets
jersey to wear. Her father, Keith
Allen, preparing for the media on-
slaught, tried to appease his
daughter’s questions, but was keyed
up himself.

Keith and wife, Amy, who are
Nets season ticket holders, won the
right to have their child escorted to
school in a limo by a Net player.
After winning, the choice was easy -
Jason Kidd.

“It’s great. We’re very exited,” Mr.
Allen told The Westfield Leader and
The Times. “This is the first and
probably last time a future hall of
famer is going to be in my house.
I’m going to take a lot of pictures so

I never forget.”
As Mr. and Mrs. Allen tidied any

last minute things, they heard
Angelique: “does Jason Kidd live
around here?”

Choosing the road gray uniform,
Angelique appeared with Kidd’s num-
ber five on her back. Shy, but bub-
bling with excitement, she bounced
around the house. Asked what she
would say to Kidd once he arrived,
she shrugged bashfully, “Hi, Mr. Kidd.
How are you?”

Her dad admits “six months ago,
she would have hid in the house.”

Media from NBA TV, the Yes Net-
work and NBC, among others, at-
tended. WABC correspondent Jenna
Wolfe asked questions of local chil-
dren who ran down the street scream-
ing at inhuman decibels “Jason
Kidds’s coming!” Kids bounced bas-
ketballs and excitedly asked, “Is he
gonna show up in a limo? Or a Ferrari?
Or a Ferrari limo!?”

When the tough questions were

asked of Angelique, she admitted that
she hadn’t ever seen Kidd play or
knew what he looked like. Evidently,
Mr. Allen informed his daughter of
Kidd’s prowess.

“I told her he’s a little bit better
than me (at baskeball),” Mr. Allen
said.

But asked who her favorite player
was, Angelique smiled and shoe
gazed, “Jason Kidd.” Asked why she
bubbled with excitement, “because
he’s coming here.”

After a limo first pulled up at 8:20
a.m., kids and media gathered around;
however, it turned out to be two Nets
dancers and mascot, Sly Fox. When
Jason Kidd did arrive in a second
limo (not Ferrari) at 8:30 a.m. the
kids erupted with joy, bouncing bas-
ketballs off the pavement and looking
in awe to their fellow friends and
classmates. Kidd, wearing a buttoned
down dress shirt and jeans, was
humble and cordial, and greeted
Angelique with a hug and high five,
along with an autographed blue Nets
Jersey.

Kidd smiled for reporters and pho-
tographers and even offered to carry
Angelique’s pink book bag, though
the offer was refused. Angelique took
Kidd into her home and showed him
around her bedroom and outdoor pool.

“She’s (Angelique) great,” Kidd
said. “Not as nervous as I am.” Asked
whether he could have imagined tak-
ing one of his heroes to school as a
child, Kidd confessed that he would
have “been too scared,” but did say,
growing up in Oakland, he would
have chosen Joe Montana. He smiled
at the prospect of the once in a life-
time moment, admitting his excite-
ment. The most interesting thing Kidd
ever brought to school—“Maybe my
basketball or mom and dad. Today,
she (Angelique) is the star, the big kid
on campus.” Kidd was lighthearted,
but made sure “to get her to school on
time. I don’t want to make her late.”
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Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL KIDDING ASIDE... The Nets Jason Kidd towers over Westfield’s Angelique Allen, as television crews ask what it’s
like to bring a future hall of famer to Tamaques Elementary School.

Communicate More
Effectively At UCC

CRANFORD -- “Effective Com-
munications in Business” will be pre-
sented from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays, October 18 through De-
cember 6 at the college’s Cranford
campus. For information, call (908)
709-7601.
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Fanwood Celebrates 110th
Birthday with Free Concert
FANWOOD – The Borough of

Fanwood will celebrate its 110th
birthday with a free outdoor concert
by The Fabulous Greaseband on Sat-
urday, October 1, from 3 to 5:30 p.m.
at Community House Park, adjacent
to the old train station at Martine and
North Avenues.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
Fanwood Arts Council invite the com-
munity to attend the celebration and
share birthday cake during the
concert’s intermission. The Fabulous
Greaseband is the popular Central
Jersey group who entertained East
Coast music fans since 1975, when
they began singing together while in
high school.

Three decades later, they’re still
going strong – performing hits from
the 1950s and 1960s. Sometimes
called “America’s Party Band,” the

Fabulous Greaseband performed with
Bruce Springsteen, The Beach Boys,
Chuck Berry, The Shirelles, Chubby
Checker, Jay and the Americans,
Cyndi Lauper, The Brooklyn Bridge,
The Four Tops, Dion and the
Belmonts, The Spinners, The
Marvelettes and host other rock and
roll artists.

The October 1 concert in Fanwood
is made possible by funding from
Unity Bank and the New Jersey State
Council on the Arts, through a grant
administered by the Union County
Division of Cultural and Heritage
Affairs.

In case of rain, the Fabulous
Greaseband concert will move to the
auditorium of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, located at 641 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains.

First Annual ‘TGIF’
Festival Held  In WF
WESTFIELD – The First Annual

TGIF – Thank God It’s Fall – Family
Festival will be kicked off on Satur-
day, October 1 at Mindowaskin Park
from 1 to 4 p.m. New Jersey’s own
“Primitive Soul” will play during the
free festival. For more information,
call Denise Lang at (908) 595-9948.


