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STRONG RAMS IN WINNER; KING NETS 3 TDs, ROWBOTHAM GRABS TYING TD

SPF Raiders Win ‘Game to Remember’,
Burn Blue Devil Gridders, 32-29, in OT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Overtime rarely occurs in high
school football but the showdown be-
tween visiting Westfield, accompa-
nied by its rousing fans and cheerlead-
ers, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood turned
out to be an overtime game to remem-
ber on September 17. Trailing, 26-6,
midway through the third quarter, the
2-0 Raiders, with special support from
their fans, cheerleaders and, especially,
the band, garnered enough comeback
spirit to tie the game, 26-26, in regula-
tion and went on to pull out a 32-29
victory in overtime.

The outcome of the game was ruled
by mistakes and both teams’ ability to
capitalize on the opportunities. Raider
quarterback Colin Weber completed
10 of 22 passes for 121 yards and one
touchdown, but was intercepted three

times in the first half – two that killed
drives and the third that led to a Blue
Devil touchdown (TD). The Raiders
also fumbled a kickoff that led to a
Blue Devil TD.

The Blue Devils, however, returned
the favor with a first half interception,
resulting in no TD, and two second-
half fumbles to go with a crucial pass
interference call, each leading to
Raider TDs.

Blue Devil back Jayshawn King
had a field day, rushing for 154 yards
and three TDs on 19 carries. Tyrell
Simmons had nine carries for 49 yards
and a TD and junior Tom Bonard hit
a 24-yard field goal in overtime and
added two extra points. Halfback
Andrew Shaffer had 20 yards on five
carries and quarterback Nick DeRosa
– 4 carries, 13 yards – completed four
of 12 pass attempts for 40 yards.

Raider senior halfback Rashawn
Strong rushed for 56 yards and two
TDs, including the game winner, on
18 carries. He also had two pass re-
ceptions for 36 yards. Weber carried
11 times for 38 yards and two TDs.
Back Greg Brand had nine carries for

53 yards, was instrumental in setting
up the Raiders’ second TD and had a
24-yard reception that helped set up
the tying TD. Wide receiver Kyle
Rowbotham (2 receptions, 24 yards)
made the game-tying 10-yard TD re-
ception. Fullback Nick Giannaci had
a nine-yard reception, Nehemiah
Burney-Porter had three receptions
for 18 yards and Jason Zelesnik had
one reception for 10 yards.

Raider Keith Baker had a key 10-
yard quarterback sack and a fumble
recovery that set up the Raiders’ third
TD. Rob Ventura made a fumble re-
covery that led to the Raiders’ second
TD and Giannaci blocked a point after
attempt in the first quarter that turned
out to be a deciding factor in the game.

“Words can’t explain this feeling.
It’s the greatest feeling of my life
right now,” expressed Giannaci. “At
halftime, it was like a train wreck but,
in the second half, it was heart. It’s a
tribute to our coaching. They always
get us up. We keep coming together in
the second half. We’ve got to work on
getting it together in the first half.”

Blue Devil safety Marcus Graham

had two interception returns totaling
55 yards – the second one for 41 yards
to the Raider two-yard line that set up
Kings’ second TD. Tight end Jack
Meagher had an interception and line-
backer Ryan Yarusi recovered a
fumble on the Raider 26 on the kick-
off to start the second half that led to
a Blue Devil TD. Defensive lineman
Cowles Stewart blocked a point after
attempt in the third quarter.

Westfield came out roaring after
getting possession on its own 33-yard
line on the opening kickoff. After
dropping back to the 28 on a five-yard
penalty, King galloped 44 yards to
the Raider 28. Simmons bolted 22
yards, Shaffer added three more then
King slid in for the TD from the three
with 9:52 left in the quarter. Giannaci
blocked the point after.

Graham’s second interception gave
the Blue Devils the ball at the Raider
two where King pranced in with 8:36
left in the half, making the score 12-0.
A two-point conversion attempt failed.

Situations got worse for the Raid-
ers to start the second half when Blue

YOUNG HEADS IN WINNER; BRILL, COHEN SCORE

Soccer Raider Boys Get Past
Blue Devils, 2-1, in Overtime

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two days after the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
won a 32-29, overtime thriller over
Westfield, the Raider boys soccer
team duplicated that feat by edging
the 3-1 Blue Devils, 2-1, in golden
goal overtime in Scotch Plains on

September 19. Senior forward Sean
Young took a throw in from senior
Jeff Bell with 7:12 remaining in the
first overtime and headed it in the
upper right corner of the net.

Junior goalie Brian Meredith, First
Team All-Union County last year,
made four saves, all in the second half
while his team finished with 12 shots

on goal. Blue Devil sophomore goalie
Greg O’Brien showed that he had
some talent also by making 10 saves,
including four very fine ones, while
his team got off eight shots.

“I’m very proud of my boys. We
have played four excellent matches.
This could have gone either way. It
went their way today,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner whose
team has already won more games
than last year’s squad. “They (Raid-
ers) are tough on the long throw ins
and we covered them pretty well but
Sean (Young) made a good play in the
end. There’s not much you can do.”

The Raiders directed nearly all of
their throw ins to the 210-pound, 6’4”

Blue Devil Girls Breeze
Past SP-F Net Girls, 5-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In a showdown by two rival and
talented tennis teams, the 4-0
Westfield High School girls dazed a
young but tough Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School team, 5-0, in
Scotch Plains on September 15. Blue
Devil junior Nikki Reich was the first
to complete her match with a, 6-1, 7-
5, conquest of senior Carly Heinz at
first singles.

“I dominated and won the first set
by finishing the points at the net ag-
gressively and hitting my targets con-
sistently,” explained Reich. She came
out and played tough in the second set
and ran more balls down, however,
despite the closeness of the score, I
felt that I was in total control of the
set.”

“Despite the lopsided score in my
first match, I was in there the whole
way and the game could of gone
either way, however, Nikki is tough
and very good,” said Heinz. “In the
second set, I really stepped it up and
had her running. It was a good battle
the entire way and I was very pleased
with my effort.”

Blue Devil junior Lindsay Goldberg

had a battle with tough Courtney
Burke but stopped her, 6-3, 6-3 in the
second singles match. Third singles
Junior Lane Maloney easily domi-
nated Raider Sahrula Kuber, 6-0, 6-0.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DELIVERING A BIG HIT…Blue Devil special teams player Terrell Shaw, No. 12, delivers a big blow on Raider kickoff
return man Nehemiah Burney-Porter, No. 83, in the exciting overtime game between Westfield and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on September 17 in Scotch Plains. Also, see picture on page 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO MAKE HEADWAY…The Blue Devils, in Blue, and the Raiders
really went after the ball in the dramatic boys soccer game that the Raiders won,
2-1, in overtime.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BOOST OF CONFIDENCE…The Blue Devil first double team of senior Co-
Captains Lisa Aliche and Jessica Bender, pictured, had little trouble defeating
their SP-F Raider counterparts, 6-3, 6-3 on September 15.

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2004
Platinum Level: 2004
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Mountainside $489,900
Charming 4 Bedroom Cape nestled in the woods on a winding road featuring Living Room w/fireplace;
Kitchen w/separate Dining Area; enclosed porch; large Recreation Room in basement; 1 ½ baths; and
a 1 car attached Garage.  Wonderful potential!  WSF0790

#1 Agent - Westfield Office 2004

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

GRAND OPENING
At Heather Glen in Scotch Plains, active adult homebuyers
will find spacious homes with smartly designed floorplans

that are a step up from other active adult communities.
These spacious homes of up to 2,843 square feet are

loaded with upscale standard features that include nine-foot
first floor ceilings, hardwood floors, granite countertops,

energy efficient Andersen® windows, sumptuous first floor
master suites and more.  Best of all you’ll live less than two

miles from downtown Westfield and train service to
Manhattan. Heather Glen is convenient to fine shops and

boutiques, gourmet restaurants, parks, golf courses, the Mall
at Short Hills, the Garden State Parkway and Route 22.
Nearer still are on-site amenities including a pool and
clubhouse, which is scheduled to open summer 2006.

Move up to the unmatched style, design and
elegance that make Heather Glen Union County’s 

premier active adult lifestyle community.

Single family homes from the low $600’s
Models open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Call 908-301-9200
Directions: from GSP take exit 135 to Central Ave. in Clark. Left at
North Ave. to first right onto Elm. At 2nd light make left onto Dudley
to first right onto Prospect. Left onto Madison to end.

BROKER PARTICIPATION INVITEDNEW HOMES FROM:
Artist’s Rendering


