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Memorial Awards Honor
Mr. Shum and Colleagues

IN THEIR MEMORY…Rebecca Shum, right, and Renee Alexander present a
certificate September 8 acknowledging the selection of Manhattan College as a
recipient of one of the New York Metropolitan Transportation Council’s (NYMTC)
September 11th Memorial Program awards. The awards honor the memory of
Mrs. Shum’s husband, See Wong Shum; Ms. Alexander’s fiancé, Charles
Lesperance, and Ignatius Adanga. All were NYMTC employees who died in the
September 11, 2001 attacks at the World Trade Center.

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Four years after the
tragic events of September 11, 2001, the
New York Metropolitan Transportation
Council (NYMTC) has commemorated
the lives of three fallen employees
through the creation of the NYMTC
September 11th Memorial Program for
Regional Transportation Planning.

See Wong Shum of Westfield and his
colleagues Ignatius Adanga and Charles
Lesperance died when the NYMTC’s
offices at the World Trade Center were
destroyed in the terrorist attacks. A
native of Hong Kong, Mr. Shum moved
to the United States in the late 1980s
and was manager of the computer group
for the NYMTC, which is hosted by the
New York State Department of Trans-
portation. He was one of 12 residents
of Westfield lost in the September 11
tragedies.

On September 8, at its Manhattan of-
fices, the NYMTC announced its inau-
gural September 11th Memorial Pro-
gram Awards, as loved ones and former
colleagues of the three late employees
looked on. Among those in attendance
were Mr. Shum’s wife, Rebecca, and Mr.
Lesperance’s fiancée, Renee Alexander.

The eight awards, totaling $644,000,
included $548,000 to fund four trans-
portation planning studies and $96,000
for four student research projects.

According to the NYMTC, the me-
morial program designates money for
publicly solicited transportation plan-
ning projects throughout the region
and for assisting students in transporta-
tion planning and related information

technology research.
“The best way to honor our former

colleagues is to help develop a new
generation of transportation planners
through the four student awards we are
providing, and enable the four organi-
zations being awarded planning funds
today to conduct important work on
regional transportation issues,”
NYMTC Executive Director Joel P.
Ettinger stated.

“I was very impressed by what they
have done,” Mrs. Shum told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times of the program, saying scholar-
ships were the best way to honor her
husband, a former high school teacher,
and his fellow NYMTC employees.

“It’s so nice that something was done
to memorialize them, and so that a new
generation can be doing something in
the field, too,” she added.

Four students who are pursuing ad-
vanced degrees in civil engineering and
urban planning are the recipients of the
NYMTC’s first academic research
awards. Two are studying at City College
of New York, a third at Columbia Univer-
sity and the fourth at Rutgers University.

The four organizations presented with
planning awards included the Hunts
Point Economic Development Corpo-
ration; Manhattan College’s Department
of Civil and Environmental Engineer-
ing; New York University’s Rudin Cen-
ter for Transportation Policy and Man-
agement, and WE ACT for Environ-
mental Justice.

Phillip Bergman, a former Westfield
resident now living in Newburgh, N.Y.,
who worked with the NYMTC on the
memorial awards program, said it was
“a positive way to honor the three em-
ployees” who died on September 11.

A 1982 Westfield High School gradu-
ate with friends still living in town, Mr.
Bergman also recalled how the commu-
nity came together to support their neigh-
bors who lost loved ones in the tragedy.
“It was really heartening to hear how the
community helped the families,” he told
The Leader and The Times.

Mrs. Shum, who left her job as a vice
president at Merrill-Lynch in Jersey
City three years ago to stay at home
with her children, Leon, now 10, and
Chanel, 7, also acknowledged the out-
pouring of support by the Westfield
community for families impacted by
the events of September 11.

“I think Westfield has done a very
good job supporting the families,” said
Mrs. Shum, noting how everyone from
local merchants to the public school
system has reached out to help. She
gave a special nod to Jefferson El-
ementary, where both her children are
enrolled, and also praised the creation
of the town memorial in tribute to those
lost from Westfield.

Mr. Bergman said he hopes the
NYMTC awards will bring additional
solace to the families. “I hope they can
also take some gratification from these
awards, because I really think it re-
flects positively on what the NYMTC
is trying to do to honor the lives of
everyone who was lost in the attacks.”

District 21 State Assembly Campaign Release GOP

A Fundraiser Will Be Held to Help
Those Impacted by Hurricane Katrina

by: Asm. Eric Munoz and Asm. Jon Bramnick, Candidates for Reelection
*********

Senator Thomas Kean Jr., Assem-
blyman Eric Munoz and Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick will co-host a ben-
efit cocktail party with Millburn Mayor
Tom McDermott, Springfield Coun-
cilman Harold Poltrock and Martini
Bistro and Bar owner Ted Stampoulos
to raise funds to help those persons
impacted by Hurricane Katrina.

The event will be held on Monday,
September 26 from 6 to 9 p.m. at
Martini’s of Millburn, located at 40
Main Street.

The legislators are responding to
members of the community who are
looking for ways of providing assis-

tance to the victims of this disaster.
This event is open to the public. Do-
nations of $100 per guest are re-
quested. All checks should be made
payable to the American Red Cross
Disaster Relief.

For more information, contact the
Westfield legislative office at (908)
232-3673. For more information
about the American Red Cross, call
1-800-HELP NOW or e-mail
info@usa.redcross.org.
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WAKE UP!

What makes a Shifman mattress so refreshingly different?
Exquisite craftsmanship and the world's finest materials.
Features like natural cotton upholstery, unique hand-tufting, and
eight-way hand-tied boxsprings assure the most durable and
luxurious comfort available. Plus right now, when you 
purchase an Ultra Premium set, you'll also enjoy 
extraordinary savings – and a great 
instant rebate. Wake up and 
count the savings.
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† When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates, limit one 0.25% premium; FREE first order of checks; FREE service charge
on Traveler’s Cheques; FREE ATM fees up to $10.00.
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©2005 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC   9/05

on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs†

FREE First order of checks!†

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!†

FREE ATM fees up to $10†

3.00%
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520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
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REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!

Our design department is able to create your
jewelry into contemporary or modern designs.

Union County Freeholder Campaign Release DEM

Helping Those Who
Need It The Most

by: Freeholder Rick Proctor, Candidate for Reelection
*********

As the floodwaters continue to re-
cede from New Orleans, our fellow
Americans from that historic city face
an uncertain future: for those who
have remained, it is sure to be plagued
by poverty, hardship and the assorted
problems related to the lack of an
infrastructure to support life.

For those who have relocated, their
fortunes are also facing great uncer-
tainty: the lack of most earthly pos-
sessions and their social safety net,
having left friends and relatives be-
hind, coupled with having been thrust
into a new environment with little
support.

From all ends, the County of Union
and its residents have been anxious to
aid victims of Hurricane Katrina.

In the early days of the humanitar-
ian crisis, nearly every municipality
in the county offered to send police
officers or firefighters. Emergency
assistance workers from Linden,
Westfield and Hillside departed for
the Gulf region. Twelve members of
the Union County Emergency Re-
sponse Team spent a week doing po-
lice and recovery work.

And, according to Union County
Human Services Director Frank
Guzzo, Union County has already
begun the process of accepting citi-
zens who were forced to relocate into
our area by Hurricane Katrina. They
are being provided with expedited
assistance in the areas of food stamps,
Medicaid and emergency assistance,
which includes help with housing.

Many of our residents have already
thrown themselves into the gap cre-
ated by the sluggish federal response,
and, while they may not have been
able to pack a bag and run down to
physically help, have responded in
other ways through agencies such as

the Red Cross, Salvation Army and
the United Way.

In a catastrophe such as this, there
can be never be enough assistance,
and we implore all residents to do-
nate in anyway they can.

Financial contributions from many
Americans, in part, helped the Red
Cross to create the debit cards, which
provided immediate financial aide to
victims. And, while FEMA (Federal
Emergency Management Agency)
struggled with similar plans, Red
Cross representatives were there to
provide this assistance ahead of that
federal agency.

Locally, the Community Food Bank
of New Jersey in Hillside, in coopera-
tion with food banks across the coun-
try through America’s Second Har-
vest, collected food being transported
to help our fellow Americans.

The County of Union collected food
from employees in a drive coordinated
through the Office of Volunteer Services
(908) 527-4753. This office forwarded
information about the relief efforts to
our county network of more than 100
organizations, non-profits and govern-
mental agencies that utilize volunteers.

Finally, while I’ve written a lot
about volunteer efforts and the need
to assist victims immediately, there
will be time shortly to discuss what
went wrong with the early emergency
response, with FEMA, and most glar-
ingly, the failure of leadership of the
Bush administration.

We look forward to what will hope-
fully be an independent review of the
facts. The people of New Orleans and
the ravaged Gulf Coast area deserve it.
The residents of Union County de-
serve it. We have to have faith in our
government’s ability and willingness
to come to our aid in time of need.

Patrick Connor for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PILLARS OF LIGHT...As photographed from Brooklyn with a 30 second lens
opening, the Manhattan skyline beams on 9/11 commemorating those who
perished while signaling light for the future.
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