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Trip Whitehouse Appointed
To Fill SP- F BOE Vacancy

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
in a 7-1 vote last Thursday night,
nominated former board member Trip
Whitehouse to fill the vacant position
left by the departure of Lance Porter
in July.

Mr. Whitehouse will
fill the vacancy until the
April 2006 school elec-
tion. Five candidates
submitted letters of in-
terest to the board; how-
ever, only four appeared
at September 15 spe-
cial meeting.

Mr. Whitehouse, a
resident of the district
for 17 years, is married
with three children. He
received his under-
graduate degree in ac-
counting from Rutgers
University. He also
earned a Master of Business Admin-
istration Degree in Corporate Finance.
He is the division controller for a
steel mill based in Perth Amboy.

Dr. Dorothy Dallah, Frank Festa,
Jr., and David Gorbundoff appeared
last week before the board to be
interviewed. A fifth candidate, Dr.
Carolyn Dittus, did not appear at the
meeting.

Dr. Dallah described herself as a
“lifelong learner and educator.” She
has been working in the education
field since the beginning of her ca-
reer, starting out as a classroom
teacher. She worked her way up the
ladder, and most recently worked as a

consultant for school districts
throughout New Jersey.

She previously worked as an assis-
tant superintendent of schools in Jer-
sey City as well as superintendent of
the Willingboro School district in
Burlington County. In the early 1990s,
she was member of the Board of

Education of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood for
three years.

Dr. Dallah said she
feels that the greatest
challenge the school
board faces is their pro-
jected image and the
struggle to remain in the
upper level rating for
Union County. “Taxpay-
ers want to know that
our students are per-
forming well. They want
no bad news.”

Mr. Festa told the
board he is self-em-
ployed in the real estate

and investment field and wants to
give back to the community. He made
it clear to the board that if selected to
fill the board vacancy, he would not
run for office in April.

He said that his top priority is the
students, and that he would make
sure that “each and every one of those
school children can make a living.”
He also said that he would treat the
school system as a business.

“You have income, from the tax-
payers, and outcome, the students,”
he said.

Mr. Gorbundoff has been a Scotch
Plains resident since 1991, has one
child at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School and two children at Terrill
Middle School.

He is employed as director of op-
erations for a telecom company that
supplies services for libraries and
schools. Mr. Gorbundoff said he feels
he has “a unique background to bring
to the school district.”

He said the district needs to focus
on technology without losing focus
on ‘the classics,” namely reading and
writing. The candidate said the most
pressing issue facing the board is
achieving a balance between the chil-
dren, the staff and the community.

Candidates gave a brief biography
of themself. They were also asked
two general questions: “What do you
think are the priorities that the district
should focus on now?” and “Describe
some of the steps you would take as a
board member when dealing with a
controversial issue.”

After these questions were an-
swered, the panel then took specific
questions from individual board mem-
bers.

Board President Linda Nelson said,
“It was a very difficult decision. All
of the applicants would have made
strong candidates.”

Ms. Nelson declined to comment
on why she chose Mr. Whitehouse
over the other candidates, as did board
member Tom Russo. After the board’s
announcement, Mr. Whitehouse said,
“I look forward to serving for the
remaining six-month term, and I will
do my best. I also plan on running
again in April.”

Mr. Whitehouse served on the board
for three years prior to his narrow, 10-
vote defeat on April 19.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OVERTIME THRILLER...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School fans, all painted up, are on pins and needles as the Raiders
defeat arch-rival Westfield on the gridiron last Saturday in overtime in Scotch Plains.

National Guard Heads
Back to United States
WESTFIELD – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times  has learned
from  military  officials that the New
Jersey Army National Guard’s B
Company of the 250 Signal Battal-
ion, headquartered at the National
Guard Armory in Westfield, will be
leaving Iraq for the United States
possibly as early as October.

The unit has been in Iraq since
last November. It was the first over-
seas deployment for the unit since
World War II.

Although no date for the unit’s
return has been announced, the of-
fice of Congressman Mike Ferguson
(R-7th) has confirmed that the unit
will be returning home soon. Rep.
Ferguson’s spokesperson, Abby
Bird, said that once a date has been
set, a welcome home celebration
would be planned.

Officials requested that commu-
nity members no longer send gifts
and other items to B Company.

Trip Whitehouse

Fanny Wood Day
Seeks Volunteers

FANWOOD - Volunteers are
needed for Fanny Wood Day. The
Fanwood Business and Professional
Association will have a booth and
anyone who can help out is asked to
contact Peter Chemidlin at
peterchemidlin@familyinvestors.com.

 The event will run from noon to 5
p.m. Sunday, October 2. The rain date
is Sunday, October 9.

Inside Fanwood to
Air Monthly on TV35
FANWOOD- TV34 under the di-

rection of George Weiss will begin
airing a new monthly television pro-
gram, Inside Fanwood shortly. The
first program will feature Fanwood
Police Sargeant Tom Jedic and
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr on
the topic of disaster preparedness for
local communities.

The second program next month is
scheduled to feature downtown de-
velopment in Fanwood.

Board OKs Second Application
Under Downtown Redevelopment

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The second devel-
opment proposal to submit an appli-
cation under the Revised Downtown
Redevelopment Plan (RDRP) re-
ceived unanimous approval from the
Fanwood Planning and Zoning Board
of Adjustment at a special meeting
held on Monday night.

Jeff and Helen Ling of East Or-
ange, who own the building located at
230 South Avenue, received site plan
approval with variances for a three-
story, mixed-use development. This
residential/commercial building will
be adjacent to the Marcovecchio
mixed-use building, which received
approval earlier this year.

Mr. Ling told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the plans will be
finalized in the next three to six months
and he hopes to begin building by the
spring of 2006. According to testi-
mony given by the development’s
architect, Rocco Campanella of Ar-
chitecture Plus in Raritan, four retail
stores or offices approximately 1,300
square feet each will occupy the

ground floor.
Eight condominium units would

occupy the second and third floors,
with four condominiums on each
floor. The sizes of these units will
vary from 1,300 square feet to 1,662
square feet. Each unit will have two
bedrooms, one-and-a-half baths, a
walk-in closet and a laundry room.
The developers approximate that they
will sell for $390,000.

The style of the facade will be
congruent with the protocols in the
RDRP and in size with the
Marcovecchio building, both incor-
porating Fanwood’s Victorian theme.
The two buildings will not be identi-
cal, but complimentary, Mr.
Campanella testified.

The applicant had previously re-
ceived design recommendations from
the planning board during a concept
hearing held in July. The board also
gave additional recommendations and
imposed several design conditions as
a part of their approval given at Mon-
day night’s meeting. One of the con-
ditions imposed as a part of approval
requires that glass doors and display

windows in the rear of the building to
encourage walk-through access to
South Avenue for customers parking
in the rear lot.

Engineer for the applicant, James
Watson of EKA Associates, explained
to the board that the applicant was
seeking a front-yard set back vari-
ance and an alleyway waiver vari-
ance. The RDRP requires that down-
town developers incorporate a pedes-
trian walkway from the rear parking
lot to South Avenue for every 100 feet
of building space.

Mr. Campanella pointed out that a
borough-owned pedestrian-access
plaza would be located within 100
feet of this building, eliminating the
need for another alleyway. He testi-
fied that it would be a hardship to
impose an alleyway requirement on
the developer as this would necessi-
tate that the building be split into two
buildings to accommodate a 14-foot
wide alley.

A variance for an eight-foot front
yard set back deficit was also granted.
The board determined that the width

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

F-SP Rotary Club Outlines Plans
For Restoration of Frazee House

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A commit-
tee of Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club members unveiled an ambitious
fundraising plan at Tuesday night’s
Scotch Plains Township Council
meeting to finance the organization’s
planned restoration of the Revolu-
tionary War-era Frazee House in
Scotch Plains. The club asked coun-
cil members for a long-term lease for
the acre of township-owned land on
which the house is situated.

The project is part of the centennial
celebration of Rotary Clubs around
the world, with each local chapter
adopting a lifetime-sustaining project
for their community. The Frazee
House, located near the corner of Terrill
Road and Raritan Road, has sat un-
used since 1997 when the adjoining
Scotch Plains Zoo closed its doors.

A dozen members of the Rotary Club’s
Frazee House Committee spent 45 min-
utes at Tuesday’s council meeting out-
lining their plans to raise money for what
is expected to be a million dollar effort to
renovate the 245-year-old house and
turn it into a museum as well as a place
for community meetings, educational
activities and other uses.

Committee Chairwoman Pat Plante
of Fanwood told the council that about
$20,000 has already been raised, ar-
chitectural plans have been devel-
oped and grants have been applied for
and, in some case, received. She said
the house is structurally sound and
that the acre of land surrounding the
building is being cleaned up.

Vice Chairman Ray Pardon of Scotch
Plans provided details on some of the
Rotary Club’s plans to raise the money
needed to fund the project, which is
expected to take the better part of the
next three years. Beyond state grants,
one of which will be a major compo-
nent of the capital campaign, he said
buttons and tee shirts would be sold to
the public during some of the local
street fairs planned for this fall.

Prints of an original painting of the
house’s matron, Betsy Frazee, by John
Fazio, will be available for sale. Lo-
cal artists will also paint the Frazee
House, with those depictions also
being made available for sale.

A video depicting the history of the
house —and its matron, Betsy Frazee
— will be made available to local
cable television stations and schools.
During the Revolutionary War, leg-
end has it that when British Generals
Charles Cornwallis and William
Howe (portrayed in the video by
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
and former Fanwood Mayor Louis
Jung) were in the area, they were
drawn to the Frazee House by the
aroma of freshly baked bread.

When Betsy Frazee opened the
door, the two men asked for some of
her bread. She agreed to give them
some, but told them she was doing it
more out of fear than love. Insulted
by her remark, the two generals be-
came angry, refused the bread and
headed towards Westfield.

The Rotary Club is also planning a
direct mail fundraising effort aimed
at all area residents and businesses,

with a major push for larger corpo-
rate contributions planned for next
spring.

Stacy Spies, a historical architec-
ture consultant working with the
Rotarians, outlined a three-phase res-
toration plan that will start with the
stabilization and cleanup of the build-
ing and then the repair of its exterior.

The second phase will be renova-
tion of the building’s interior, with
the third phase being exterior land-
scaping and the placement of dis-
plays and other items inside the house.

Ms. Plante said the project would
also involve the re-creation of a barn
and other outbuildings that were for-
merly sited on the property. It is antici-
pated that students from Union County
Vocational-Technical School will be
involved in creating prototypes of what
the restored Frazee House will eventu-
ally look like, with those models being
displayed at local libraries.

Ms. Plante asked the council for a
lease, expected to be for 99 years,
which she said would make corporate
fundraising efforts easier.

The five council members were
receptive, although it is unclear how
long the actual drafting of such a
lease will take.

The council was also receptive to
the Rotary Club’s plans for the Frazee
House, which, according to local art-
ist Frank Thorne, author of a recently-
published book on the history of
Union County, will “establish Betsy
Frazee in the pantheon along with
Molly Pitcher.”

Plainfield Mayor Files Paperwork
To Run for 3rd Term as Republican

By CAROL F. DAVIS and PAUL .
PEYTON

Specially Written for Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PLAINFIELD – After being
spurned by the Democratic Party dur-
ing the primary in his reelection bid,
two-term Plainfield Mayor Al
McWilliams announced on Saturday
that he was switching political par-
ties and becoming a Republican. The
mayor called himself a “fusion can-
didate” in seeking to retain his office.

Mayor McWilliams filed a change
of party affiliation card on Monday.
The Union County Republican Party
filed paperwork with the Union
County Clerk’s office on Tuesday,
according to Union County Republi-
can Committee Chairman Phil Morin.

The mayor was asked by Plainfield

Republican Chairperson Sandy
Spector to replace the GOP mayoral
primary winner, Cheryl Arana, who
pulled out of the race September 13
citing personal reasons.

Mr. Morin said the legal question
now is whether a candidate who was
under one banner in the primary can
run for the same office in the general
election in November under a differ-
ent party name.

Mr. Morin said a state statute would
allow Mayor McWilliams to run for
another office this year such as county
freeholder or state assemblyman. He
said the statute “unfairly discrimi-
nates” against the mayor by not al-
lowing him to run for mayor under a
different party name.

He said the other question is
whether all voters in Plainfield de-
serve an opportunity to vote for or
against the reelection of Mayor
McWilliams including unaffiliated
and Republican voters who did not
cast ballots in the primary.

“I expect there will be a legal chal-
lenge (by the Democrats),” said Mr.
Morin.

While this switch came as a shock
to some residents of Plainfield, the
idea has been brewing since Mayor
McWilliams lost by a narrow margin
to Sharon Robinson-Briggs in the June
Democratic primary.

Immediately following the primary
election, a 50-year and 4th Ward resi-
dent, who requested anonymity,
founded a core group of concerned
residents, consisting of Democrats,
Republicans, New Democrats, and
non-partisans who were “committed
to keeping Plainfield moving in the
right direction.”

Mayor McWilliams was informed
of this effort after members ques-
tioned whether he would even be will-
ing to accept the office of mayor once
again, should that be the desire of the
citizens. His response, “If the people
want me, I will lead.”

When McWilliams met with the
group again, days before announcing
his decision, he received a mixed re-
sponse. Concerns about his ability to
capture all of Plainfield’s wards if he
were to run on the Republican ticket
were raised, while others, realizing that
party affiliation on a local level did not
carry the same weight as in national
politics, were ready and willing to cross
party lines to support his candidacy.

The question remains, however, if
all of his supporters will make the
switch, especially those in the first
and fourth wards of the city.

Meanwhile, the release of the news
launched an immediate response, for
and against the mayor’s decision.

Councilman at Large Ray Blanco,
who with Mayor McWilliams’s sup-
port and endorsement became the first
Plainfield Hispanic official ever elected
to citywide office in 2004, wrote in an
e-mail to his constituents, “there has
been some speculation about the mem-
bers of the city council who like my-
self had supported the Mayor’s New
Democrats. I, for one, am a Democrat
and I will remain a Democrat.”

Others, not willing to reveal their
names for fear of retribution by the
Union County Democratic Commit-
tee, were largely in support of the
mayor’s decision, despite their offi-
cial affiliations, and shared their plans
to vote with their conscience on Elec-Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times

SOAKING IT UP… Fanwood, in cooperation with the Rutgers Cooperative Re-
search and Extension and the Rahway River Association, are making  a rainwater
garden at the Fanwood library. They are hoping this garden can absorb about 40,000
gallons of rainwater a year. Pictured, left to right,  are: Cindy Coppa, chair of
community beautification for Rutgers; Dennis Miranda, Ex. Director of Rahway
River Assoc.; Borough Mayor Colleen Mahr;  Borough Library Director Dan Weiss;
Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell, and Dave Schwartzberg, Director of Rahway River
Assoc., and a member of the Fanwood Environmental Commission.
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