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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Girls Tennis Team Highlights
Opening Weekend of Action

What have we learned, if anything,
after the first weekend of varsity sports
at WHS?

We learned that the new turf field at
Gary Kehler Stadium is going to be
quite a welcome addition (more on
that below). We learned WHS is going
to be pretty good again in soccer. We
learned that the football team can move
the ball in the air pretty well, as Nick
DaRosa has a strong arm and is a good
scrambler.

And, perhaps most of all, we learned
that the girls tennis team is going to be
tough to beat. Coach Ed Tirone’s team
posted a huge 5-0 victory over Kent
Place, the tiny Summit school that’s
won the past three Union County Tour-
nament championships. And they did it
in convincing fashion.

Nikki Reich was the only Devil to
need three sets, as she posted a 4-6, 7-5,
6-3, win over Amanda Barletta, one of
the top singles players around.

After that, it was straight sets wins for
Lindsey Goldberg and Lane Maloney at
second and third singles, and relatively
commanding wins at doubles by Lisa
Aliche and Jessica Bender (first) and
Rachel Louie and Kim Morawsky (sec-
ond).

It’s been a while since WHS’s girls
were on top in tennis: 2001 is the last
county title (and we only won it three
times in the last 24 seasons) and 1996 is
the most recent sectional crown. And if
you want to get greedy, 1994 is the last
time the girls won a state Group 4 cham-
pionship.

DEN TRIVIA
Kim Schmidt was a two-time state

singles champion in tennis. Who was
the only other WHS girl to reach the
state singles final?

NOBODY ASKED ME, BUT …
Nothing against soccer, but how could

the first WHS varsity competition on the
new turf in Gary Kehler Stadium have
been anything but a football game?

The girls soccer team got to be the
first to compete on the beautiful new
turf field last Friday, posting a nice 3-1
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
The following day was the ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, and the boys soccer team
notched a nice win over East Brunswick.

But Kehler Stadium—formerly Rec-
reation Field—was built in the 1920s as
a football field. And now, after this
summer’s addition of a beautiful new
turf, the first event at Kehler Stadium
had to be a varsity football game, with
former coach Gary Kehler cutting the
ribbon before the Blue Devils ran out
onto the field.

ANOTHER BOOK
In listing my summer reading books

in last Thursday’s Den, somehow I for-
got one of the best—The Miracle at St.
Anthony, by Adrian Wojnarowski. It’s a
five-star story of the 2003-04 season at
the tiny Jersey City basketball power-
house, and how its players adjust to
legendary coach Bob Hurley.

BLACK SOCKS
Growing up, black socks were what

you wore to church, to a wedding, to a
funeral, or to a really big family dinner.
Any time you saw a kid playing sports
who was wearing black socks, that was
most likely the other team’s weak link.
(And if somebody wore those little white
“half” socks, well, they were probably
just a tennis player.)

Nowadays, thanks mostly to Nike
and And1, black socks are seemingly
what every team wears, to show tough-
ness or lack of respect or just to be anti-
whatever, I guess. It was OK with me
when the “other teams” wore them, but
Friday night, there was the WHS foot-
ball team in black socks. And Saturday
night on TV it was Alabama.

I just can’t deal with getting old I
guess. Call me Old School if you want.
But as a WHS and Bama fan since the
1960s, no matter how hard I try I just
can’t imagine Gary Kehler or Bear Bryant
coaching a team that wore black socks.

UPCOMING MILESTONES
Several WHS coaches and teams are

coming up on memorable numbers this
school year, including:

* George Kapner, who last year passed
Gary Kehler as the school’s all-time
winningest coach, needs two victories
this spring to reach 300 in boys tennis,
and with 15 wins would pass Tony
Berardo as the school’s winningest ten-
nis coach.

* Maggie McFadden enters this field
hockey season with 393 combined
hockey and softball wins. Seven victo-
ries would put here with Kapner, Kehler,
Walt Clarkson and Carol Donner in the
“400” Club.

* Field hockey has 294 wins in 33
years, so an average season (eight wins)
would push it to the 300 level.

* The girls swim team, one of the
school’s most successful programs, is
13 victories short of the 300 level.

* Mike Tirone is four wins shy of 300
after 24 years as the school’s only bowl-
ing coach.

* The girls basketball team has won
280 games since the sport started its
modern era in 1973. A 20-win season,
once unthinkable but not so much these
days, would reach 300.

* Bob Brewster’s 386 wins in base-
ball are the most of any WHS coach in
a single sport. With 14 wins this spring
– which could take as few as 16 or 17
games, given the talent that’s returning
– he’ll also move into the “400” Club.

* Gerry Benaquista has a 94-80 record
in nine years at WHS, so he figures to
join the 100-Win Club this spring.

MURRAY COMMITS
Mike Murray, one of the best base-

ball players in WHS history, has made
a verbal commitment to attend Wake
Forest.

Murray, who owns more than a hand-
ful of school records after three seasons
as the WHS catcher and No. 3 hitter, was
a first team All-State catcher last spring.

Ironically, the last WHS catcher to make
first team All-State was Dick Myers,
back in 1962, who also went to Wake
Forest. Myers was later drafted by the
Washington Senators but any profes-
sional career was cut short by injuries.

GOOD BYE MAYNARD G.
This past week saw the passing of one

of the all-time greats—Bob Denver.
Most people saw the name and the

photos of him in the papers and instantly
thought of Gilligan, the hapless first
meet of the famous Gilligan’s Island
television show. My first reaction was,
Maynard G. Krebs died. Maynard G.
was the beatnik buddy of Dobie Gillis
on The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis
show in the early 1960s.

I thought I might be the only person to
think of him that way, then I watched the
Bob Costas show Sunday morning and
during a panel discussion he mentioned
exactly the same thing, so I felt relieved
to be in such good company on the
subject.

A LEGEND PASSES
If this appeared in The Leader obitu-

aries earlier this summer I must have
missed it, but longtime Westfield Little
League coaching legend Doug Merrill
passed away July 30 in Meredith, New
Hampshire, at the age of 89.

Merrill, with assistance from Vin Lally
and Mike Yatcilla, coached the Senators
in the Westfield Boys Baseball League’s
major leagues for years and years back in
the 1950s and ’60s. His teams were the
masters of the bunt, the steal, solid de-
fense and strong pitching (super strong
when it was Monte Turner), and doing
anything they could to disrupt the other
team. After moving to Hunterdon County
in 1972, Merrill coached 20 more years
and won several more championships.

He also coached the younger age
groups and spent many years involved
with the Boy Scouts. Merrill joins Frank
Ketcham, Joe Wiendl, Pat Papaccio, Al
Pfeiffer, Jim Bonner, Bill Taylor, Robert
Turner and others from that era who
gave so much of their time to help the
youth of Westfield become the stars of
Westfield High School and who have
now passed away.

Despite all the titles and champion-
ships, perhaps the athletic highlight of
Merrill’s career was his having been
president of the Board of Education in
1957 when it made the most significant
hiring in Westfield history: Gary Kehler.

A memorial service for Doug Merrill
will be held November 19, 2 p.m., at the
Methodist Church.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Avis Fromer (class of 1975) reached

the final in 1974 as a junior (girls tennis
was a spring sport back then) before
losing to Mainland’s Stephanie McAvoy
7-5, 6-4. Schmidt beat McAvoy in the
1975 final.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday in
The Westfield Leader during the scholas-
tic sports season. We welcome your com-
ments and suggestions at. Go Devils

QB DAROSA FINDS ROGERS WITH 69-YARD TD PASS

Blue Devil Grid Men Baffled
By Old Bridge Knights, 33-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wishes came true for the Old Bridge
High School football team but not for
the visiting Westfield Blue Devils as
the night belonged to the Knights and
their Wishbone offense that earned
them a 33-6 victory on September 9.

Old Bridge quarterback Greg
Frischman baffled the Blue Devils’
defense with his crafty options and
keepers, galloping 202 yards on 14
carries, including touchdown runs of
26 and 62 yards in the first quarter
and another breakaway sprint of 54
yards in the third quarter.

The Blue Devils were held to mi-
nus three yards offense until their
final series of the first half where
quarterback Nick DaRosa (8 comple-
tions, 16 attempts, 114 yards, 1 touch-
down, 1 interception) put together a
five-play, 41-yard drive before being
intercepted near the end zone as time
ran out. DaRosa found the mark in the
fourth quarter on a one-play, 69-yard
touchdown (TD) bomb to wide re-
ceiver Terron Rogers with 11:16 re-
maining. A two-point conversion run
by Pete Antonelli was stopped.

The Blue Devils got the bad news
41 seconds after the opening kickoff
when Frischman engineered a four-
play, 71-yard TD march, capped by

his 26-yard keeper and the extra point.
After the Blue Devils went three-
and-out, the Knights got possession
on the Westfield 47 and took only one
run by Dwane Riddick to add another
TD with only 3:06 off the clock. The
point after failed.

The Knights’ fourth possession
yielded a four-play, 83-yard march,
capped by Frischman’s 62-yard TD
gallop with 20 seconds left of the first
quarter. The two-point conversion
attempt was tipped. With the Blue
Devils’ offensive wheels still spin-
ning, the Knights tacked on another
seven points when Joe Honimar scam-
pered in from the two-yard line with
2:11 left of the half to make the score
26-0.

The Blue Devils stopped another
Old Bridge march in the third quarter
when John Dugan recovered a fumble
at the Westfield 12. The Knights were
not done, however. With eight sec-
onds left in the quarter, they capped a
four-play, 47-yard drive with Jeff St.
Florant’s eight-yard TD run.

“The wishbone, we don’t even see
it. Last year, they ran the ‘I’ forma-
tion, so they didn’t run it. It’s hard for
your scout team in practice to run it to
get your defense ready for it. So you
got your head spinning there. You
can’t find the ball and, on the first

couple of possessions, it was just
ugly for us,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Ed Tranchina. “Our defense
was lost. The tempo! It was just a
whole different tempo. When trying
to prepare for that Wishbone offense,
your scout team can’t run it as good as
Old Bridge runs it, so they came out
here and the first two times they had
the ball, we were like blindfolded. I
think we got better after that but, still,
it was a tough night for us, not what
we expected, not what we wanted.
We are disappointed, everyone of us.”

Finally, the Blue Devils got pos-
session on their own 31-yard line and
DaRosa sighted Rogers running down
the left center and laid a perfect strike
into his outstretched hands to make
the score 33-6.

“This is his first real start. I thought
Nick was a big positive. I’m happy
with Nick. He’s going to be a fine
quarterback,” said Tranchina who
added, “We all lost. We all lost to-
gether, the coaches, the team, every-
body! They also gave us a lot of
pressure on defense. I thought we
would have been able to run the ball
better than we did. We got to get a
running game going or it’s going to
be a struggle.”
Westfield   0   0   0   6 6
Old Bridge 19   7   7   0 33

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

WESTFIELD $679,900 FANWOOD $559,900

FANWOOD $530,000 MOUNTAINSIDE          $1,090,000

Beautiful English Tudor on quiet cul-de-sac offers 3 Bedrooms, 2 full baths,
Living Room with cathedral ceiling, antique leaded glass windows, newer roof,
CAC, Pella windows and updated Kitchen.

Best of both worlds!  Tudor/Colonial charm and newer Eat-In Kitchen and baths
make this Fanwood, 3-4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths home a perfect choice for one
who loves a glowing fireplace, hardwood floors, arched doorways and modern
convenience on a beautiful street.

Cul-de-sac location!  You’ll love everything about this house from its many updates
and amenities to the fabulous outdoor living space. A huge porch leads to a deck
with hot tub. Located close to park, schools and NY transportation.

Endless Possibilities!  Charm abounds in this stately Colonial situated on a
park-like double lot from the grand staircase to cozy nooks, three fireplaces, slate
roof, greenhouse and low taxes.  Needs a little TLC.  A must see!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLINDFOLDED AND BAFFLED…The Blue Devils’ defensive line had all kinds of difficulties with the Old Bridge Knights’
tricky Wishbone offense. Old Bridge defeated the Blue Devils, 33-6, on September 9.


