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Our design department is able to create your
jewelry into contemporary or modern designs.

Member American Jem Society

JOIN THE SQUAD!!

Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad seeks volunteers
to train as EMTs and Dispatchers.

Call the recruiting committee at
(908) 233-2500 or

Stop by to pick up an application
335 Watterson St. • Westfield, NJ

Read More Online: www.WestfieldRescueSquad.org

EMTs: Weekday (9am–1pm & 1–5pm) slots perfect for parents of school age children

Dispatchers: 2 hrs/wk (daytime) and some weekend time required

Childcare reimbursement is available!

SUPPORT…Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums Pipe Major Ed
Donnelly and Treasurer Joe Dooley present Freeholder Deborah Scanlon and
husband Pat with plaques for their support of the band during the 5th Annual
Union County Police and Fire Pipes and Drums Pub Night on September 10 at
Roselle Catholic High School. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Mr. Scanlon,
Mr. Dooley, Mrs. Scanlon and Mr. Donnelly.

Asm. Bramnick Addresses
Gasoline Zone Pricing

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT — Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) held a
press conference on September 8 at
the Exxon Gas Station located on
River Road in Summit, promoting
legislation that would address the
practice of gasoline zone pricing.

He is calling on the Chairman of
the Assembly Consumer Affairs Com-
mittee, Assemblywoman Nilsa Cruz-
Perez (D-5, Camden) to convene a
special committee hearing to discuss
various legislative bills that pertain to
New Jersey gas prices.

Assembly bill 621, sponsored by
Assemblyman Bramnick, would
make it unlawful for oil companies to
sell gasoline to stations throughout
New Jersey at different rates. This
practice, commonly referred to as
“zone pricing,” was originally adopted
to allow gasoline stations to be more
competitive.

Assemblyman Bramnick, however,
contends that zone pricing is not being
applied in this manner, and saidthat it
raises prices in more affluent, suburban
areas. Assemblyman Bramnick said that
zone pricing should be overturned and
the practice should be eliminated.

Jeff O’Connor, owner of the River
Road Exxon, agreed with the assem-
blyman, saying that he pays, on the
average, four cents more per gallon
than other Exxon Stations on the high-
way. He said that when he questioned
numerous Exxon administrators about
why this discrepancy exists, he was
told that the difference is due to zone
pricing that allows other stations to be
more competitive.

Eel Chang, who owns the Ashwood
Avenue Exxon station in Summit, also
said that zone pricing is hurting his
business. He calculated that, due to this
practice, he pays four to six cents more
per gallon, or approximately $6,000 per
month, more for wholesale gasoline than
other Exxon stations. He  charged $3.59
per gallon for regular gas last week due
to the difference in his wholesale cost,

which he has to pass on to his customers.
He estimated that he lost more than
$1,000 worth of gasoline sales per week
due to zone pricing.

Assemblyman Bramnick stressed
that even though the legislature isn’t
scheduled to re-convene until after the
November elections, the price of gas
has reached a crisis and needs to be
addressed as soon as possible, which is
why he is asking the Consumer Affairs
Committee to hold a special hearing.

Gasoline suppliers divide up the
state differently, with some suppli-
ers, such as Amoco, having only three
zones, while others, such as Exxon,
have dozens of zones.

Regarding the current legislation that
permits zone pricing, Assemblyman
Bramnick said, “We need to discuss why
this legislation exists. There is no logical
reason for it.” He said that he wanted to
make the public aware of this practice and
the status of this bill not making it to the
Assembly floor for a discussion.

Assemblymen Neil Cohen (D-20,
Union Twp.) and Pat Diegnan (D-18,
South Plainfield) are co-sponsors of
the bill. The zone pricing bill was
originally introduced in January of
2004 and was sent to the Consumer
Affairs Committee.

Several legislators recently said that
they plan on proposing legislation pro-
hibiting retailers from selling fuel oil at a
price of more than 10 percent above what
they paid for the oil, plus selling expenses.
Another suggests imposing price caps on
wholesale gasoline prices, which already
has taken place in Hawaii.

Assemblyman Bramnick said that
he also supports legislation that would
stiffen fines for stations that raise
prices more than once in a 24-hour
period, in violation of current law.

Federal legislation that addresses
gasoline prices includes an Assembly
resolution that asks Congress to cut
federal gasoline and diesel fuel taxes
to provide  consumer relief .  A  Sen-
ate resolution urges the attorney gen-
eral to investigate the possibility of
price fixing in the sale of motor fuels.

Advanced. Innovative. Successful.

The Colon & Rectal Physicians 
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center

If you are concerned about potential colon and rectal problems, you want 
the best colo-rectal screening and treatment services possible. You want the most 

experienced doctors who can offer advanced, innovative and successful treatments. 

You will find them at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center. 

Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center has the largest colo-rectal residency program on
the East Coast.  It has the first and only fellowship program in New Jersey and has

more colo-rectal surgeons on staff than any other hospital in the state. 

Nearly half of all colo-rectal surgeons in New Jersey have trained at Muhlenberg. 

Unparalleled knowledge and experience

Our group of surgeons has more than 150 years of combined experience. They have 
written and published more than 100 articles on colon and rectal disorders and have

been significant contributors to medical textbooks on the subject.

For more information, or for a screening referral to one of Muhlenberg’s 
colo-rectal specialists, please call 888-891-8662.

Former WF Couple Rises to
Top State Cabinet Positions

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Acting Governor
Richard Codey named former
Westfield resident Lucille Davy, 50, to
serve as the acting commissioner of
the New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion, effective Monday, September 12,
for the remainder of his term. She will
replace William Librera who resigned
earlier this month.

Mrs. Davy was originally appointed
by former Governor James McGreevey
as education counsel and stayed on
when Acting Governor Richard Codey
took office last year. She earned a B.S.
degree in Mathematics from Seton
Hall University and a J.D. from the
University of Notre Dame.

Mrs. Davy is married to Human
Services Commissioner James Davy,
who has held the position since being
appointed by Governor McGreevey in
January 2004. There is speculation
that they are the first husband and wife
cabinet members to serve simulta-
neously in New Jersey history.

Although Mrs. Davy is only likely
to hold the office for a few months, she
will be faced with several key issues,
including new testing in elementary
and middle schools, updated special
education requirements and regula-
tions for districts falling under the
Abbott v. Burke rulings, a decades-
long court battle involving the inabil-
ity of property-poor urban districts to
fund schools.

At issue in the case, originally filed
in the 1970s, is funding for supple-
mental programs the districts have
determined are needed to meet the
special needs of children attending
those schools. These include after-
school and summer enrichment pro-
grams, tutoring programs, reading pro-
grams, computer technology programs
and business partnerships, among oth-
ers.

Other problems she will be faced
with include the federal “No Child
Left Behind” act. Its increasingly dif-
ficult requirements on local public
school systems are exasperating school
administrators and teachers, as well as
the School Construction Corporation
(SCC), which was formed by Gover-
nor McGreevey in 2002. The SCC is
under investigation for waste after $8.6
billion was expended with less than
half the school construction projects
completed.

The previous head of the SCC, John
Spencer, resigned in August 2005. The
first head of the SCC, appointed by
Governor McGreevey, Alfred McNeill,
was fired in September 2003.

While living in Westfield, Mrs. Davy
served on the Parent Teacher Organi-
zation (PTO) at Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School and was also involved in
the first Strategic Planning Commit-
tee for the Westfield Public School
System.

Superintendent Dr. William Foley
remembers Mrs. Davy, the mother of

two boys, as an active member of the
community who was interested in the
fine arts and education.

“She was a very active, involved
parent. I think she knows Trenton and,
with the situation down there being so
unsettled, it is my understanding that
she will be filling in during a difficult
transitional time,” Dr. Foley said.

In 1998, Mr. Davy was the business
administrator for Woodbridge Town-
ship working directly under then
Woodbridge Mayor McGreevey. The
couple’s rise to key state positions
started when then Woodbridge Mayor
McGreevey became elected governor
in November of 2001. Mr. Davy served
as the operations manager for the
McGreevey for Governor campaign
and coordinated the transition for the
then newly-elected New Jersey gover-
nor.

In an article on homeland security
published in The Westfield Leader and
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
April 3, 2003, then Governor
McGreevey praised Mr. Davy, writ-
ing, “With your help, New Jersey has
received valuable federal dollars for
homeland security. I look forward to
working with you to bring vital public
safety resources to New Jersey’s resi-
dents. Please feel free to contact Jim
Davy, Chief of Management and Op-
erations, in my office for any assis-
tance or additional information.”

The Davys, with their two sons, left
Westfield and moved to the Trenton
area in early 2002.

Mrs. Davy was then named educa-
tion counsel on February 21, 2002 by
Executive Order Number 7, which
established the Governor’s Education
Cabinet under then Governor
McGreevey.

Acting Governor Codey recently
lauded her in an announcement say-
ing, “As commissioner, she will con-
tinue her work to improve teacher
quality, student achievement and ac-
countability in schools. Under her lead-
ership, New Jersey’s children will have
the best education possible.”

Union County Superintendent of
Schools Carmen Centuolo told The
Leader and The Times, “I am delighted
to have a woman highlighted in that
capacity. Certainly, she has an impres-
sive resume and is highly thought of in
state government.”

Ms. Centuolo  said that she would
have the opportunity to meet Mrs.
Davy for the first time at the regularly-
scheduled county superintendent’s
meeting, which was held yesterday in
Trenton. “It will be interesting,” Ms.
Centuolo said.

According to an article in the Star
Ledger, the state’s school boards as-
sociation supported Mrs. Davy’s ap-
pointment. “She has a firm under-
standing of education issues and is
an excellent choice to serve as New
Jersey’s chief state school officer,”
said Edwina Lee, the association’s
executive director.

By MICHAEL POLLACK
Specifically Written for The Westfield Leader and Times

AREA – County officials last
Thursday night discussed a change
order on construction to a new engi-
neering building in Scotch Plains,
which will raise the cost by $90,000
to $3.4 million.

“The work is just about done,” Di-
rector of Engineering and Public
Works, Frank Dann, said. “Through
the $3 million project that was de-
signed about five years ago, in that
amount of time, technology changes
enormously. There were a number of
changes concerning security after 9/
11.

“Once we started excavating for
the new building, we realized the
foundation of the old building had
come out to where new building was
being constructed. We needed to make
sure the old building was stabilized,”
he added.

Mr.  Dann also cited rising fuel costs,
a hold up by the Department of Trans-
portation and rising steel costs as driv-

ing factors to the new change order.
During discussion of an ordinance

that would, upon adoption, spend
$538,000 for the development and
coordination of bioterrorism pre-
paredness within Union County
through the LINCS program, Free-
holder Nancy Ward questioned what
agency the money would be gener-
ated from, since Public Safety Direc-
tor Harold Gibson explained that the
money will not come from the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security.

“Why is it not homeland security
money being used, since it falls under
bioterrorism preparedness?” Free-
holder Ward asked.

Board Chairman Rick Proctor ex-
plained “its CDC (Center for Disease
Control) money from the state for emer-
gency management and preparedness.
It’s a nation-wide initiative in support
of homeland security objectives.”

Resolutions are on the docket for
tonight’s meeting to grant permission
to the Fanny Wood Day Committee of
Fanwood to close Martine Avenue from
North Avenue to LaGrande Avenue on
Sunday, October 2 from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. for “Fanny Wood Day 2005.”

 Also, the county will grant permis-
sion to the Westfield Knights of Co-
lumbus to hang a banner from the New
Jersey Transit overpass on East Broad
Street between North and South Av-
enues from Wednesday, September 21
to Tuesday, October 4 to advertise
their “Bike for Life” annual charitable
event held on Sunday, October 2.

On Friday, September 16, the
county will hold its annual POW/
MIA remembrance day at 11:15 a.m.
in front of the Union county Court-
house.

In addition to the POW/MIA re-
membrance, at 2:30 p.m., the local
Vietnam veterans will be
groundbreaking a memorial in Eliza-
beth for the Vietnam veterans who
were killed in action.

Costs for Engineering Bld.
Rising $90,000 to $3.4 Mil.


