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Adults Can Enjoy Evening
Horseback Rides at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Trailside Nature and Science
Center will offer an evening nature trail
ride on horseback for adults, ages 18 and
older, on Tuesday, September 20 from
6:15 to 7:30 p.m. at Watchung Stables.

“This trail ride offers adults a unique
opportunity to explore part of the
Union County park system on horse-
back,” said Freeholder Bette Jane
Kowalski, liaison to the Union County
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.
“Participants will learn about local
flora and fauna on a walking trail ride
through the scenic 2,060-acre
Watchung Reservation.”

As evening arrives, riders will
gather at Watchung Stables to saddle
up their horses and meander through
the woods and fields on their way to
Lake Surprise. A park naturalist from
the Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter will interpret sights and sounds
and identify interesting trees, plants
and wildlife along the way. No riding
experience is necessary. Each par-

ticipant will receive a booklet with
natural history information and tips
on horseback riding. Participants are
requested to wear sturdy shoes with a
heel.

Space is limited and pre-registration
is required. The fee is $35 per person
for Union County residents and $45 for
out-of-county riders.

In the event of inclement weather,
the ride will be rescheduled for Tues-
day, September 27. Call Trailside on
September 20 to find out if the pro-
gram has been postponed.

Trailside is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.
The Watchung Stables are located at
1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
and Watchung Stables are facilities
of the Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities. For
additional information on the Nature
Trail Ride or for information on up-
coming fall programs and special
events at Trailside, call (908) 789-
3670.

Peter Mayer Performs in
Westfield On September 17

Rainbow Experience Posts
Auditions For The Wiz!

WESTFIELD -- The Rainbow Ex-
perience, a multi-cultural community
theater group, announces audtions for
the hit musical The Wiz! Auditions will
be held two different nights in two
locations: Tuesday, September 13 from
7-10 p.m. at the First Congregational
Church, 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.
Thursday, September 15 auditions will
be held in Plainfield from 7 to 10 p.m.
at the United Church of Christ Con-
gregational on 220 W. 7th Street.

Callbacks will be held on Saturday,
September 17 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
the First Congregational Church in
Westfield. Come prepared to sing 16-
32 bars of a song you like. Bring sheet
music in your key – an accompanist
will be provided. If you don’t have a
song prepared, but would like to audi-
tion, come anyway. We will have you
sing from the show. Dress comfort-
ably so you can move. Auditions will
be held on a first-come, first-served
basis. Bring a picture/resume if you
have one. The Rainbow Experience
plans to cast this as a multi-cultural,
“color-blind” production. Contact Jes-
sica Beltz at (908) 754-4837 for more
information or directions.

Rehearsals for “The Wiz” will be-
gin the week of September 20. The
cast will rehearse on Tuesday and
Thursday nights from 7-10 p.m. and
on Saturdays from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
The rehearsal period will run from
September 20 – November 11. “The
Wiz” will be performed on Saturday,
November 12 at 7:30 p.m. and Sun-
day, November 13 at 3 p.m. at The
First Congregational Church in
Westfield and on Saturday, Novem-
ber 19 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, No-
vember 20th and 3 p.m. at the United

Church of Chirst-Congregational
Church in Plainfield.

This funky adaptation of the Wiz-
ard of Oz features such hit songs as
Ease on Down the Road, Everybody
Rejoice and Believe in Yourself. We
are pleased to announce that this year’s
production of “The Wiz” is to be
directed by Terry Lynn LeCompte.
Ms. LeCompte was the assistant pro-
ducer of Rainbow’s production of
“Honk!” last year. Miss LeCompte
has recently directed productions for
Brundage Park Playhouse and the
famed Interlochen Performing Arts
camp in Michigan. She was the found-
ing director of Y Not and Pickled
Pepper Productions and was the As-
sistant Director of Eduction for The
Shoestring Players.

Now in its seventh season, the Rain-
bow Experience theater troupe was
founded by the joint ministries of the
United Church of Christ Congrega-
tional in Plainfield and the First Con-
gregational Church, UCC in Westfield.
The Rainbow Experience is dedicated
to its mission to create and maintain a
multi-racial, interfaith,
intergenerational church and commu-
nity partnership through the produc-
tion of theater. The Rainbow Experi-
ence is funded in part by grants from
the Union County Division of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs, through a
grant from the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts/Department of Affairs.
We also receive support from the NJ
Association of the UCC and contribu-
tions from the congregations of the
First Congregational Church and
United Church of Christ. Union County
residents and members of the commu-
nity are encouraged to audition.

NJ Choral Art Society
Rehearsals Set to Begin

CPA MEETING SPEAKERS…Last Wednesday, the Fanwood Community Po-
licing Alliance (CPA) meeting featured guest speakers from The New Jersey
Communities Against Tobacco Coalition (CAT) and REBEL. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Lorraine Kowalski, Sgt. Tom Jedic (Fanwood PD), Fanwood
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell and Patrick Bailey.

Locals Graduate from
Dartmouth College

AREA – Daniel Weinberg and Jo-
seph  Swingle of Westfield, as well as
Lindsey  Davis of Scotch Plains gradu-
ated as members of Dartmouth
College’s Class of 2005. Each was
one of more than 1’000 students re-
ceiving bachelor of arts degrees at the
Commencement exercises.

Daniel is the son of Ronald and
Suzanne Weinberg. He graduated
summa cum laude and double-ma-
jored in economics and psychology.

Joseph graduated cum laude and
majored in psychology. He is the son
of Joseph W. Swingle and Kathryn
McElroy.

Lindsey also majored in psychol-
ogy, and she is the daughter of Bruce
Davis and Anne Sank.

SPs Student Graduates
From Dartmouth

SCOTCH PLAINS – Shivani
Parmar, a member of the class of
2005, graduated from Dartmouth
College, one of more than 1,000 stu-
dents receiving Bachelor of Arts de-
grees at the Spring 2005 Commence-
ment exercises.

Shivani is the daughter of Mansukh
Parmar and Rupa Parmar. Shivani
majored in English.

OPERATIC…Westfield High School students Natalie Narotzky (left) and
Stephanie Christiano (right) join Opera teacher, Dauri Shippey (center), at JFK
Airport on a trip to study opera and perform at the Spoleto Festival in Italy. 

Donald Seeley, Jr.
Earns Juris Doctor

WESTFIELD – Donald Seeley, Jr.,
a former Westfield resident, received
his Juris Doctor degree from the New
England School of Law during com-
mencement ceremonies on May 27 at
the Wang Center for the Performing
Arts.

A 1998 graduate of Westfield High
School and a 2002 graduate of
Gettysburg College, Mr. Seeley is the
son of Donald and Kathleen Seeley of
Westfield.

A Dean’s List student at the New
England School of Law, Mr. Seeley
was a clerk for the State Appellate
Tax Board and completed an intern-
ship in the Office of the Massachu-
setts Attorney General. He worked as
a legal assistant in the law office of
Edward Ginn and served as a law
student advocate with Shelter Legal
Services.

REWARDING CHALLENGE…Monsignor James Choma, Pastor of St. Agnes
Roman Catholic Church in Clark, joins St. Agnes School students Kevin Walsh,
left, and Christopher Rodrigues, both of who participated in the Catholic
Challenge, sponsored by the Archdiocesan Secretariat for Catholic Education
and the Serra Clubs of the Archdiocese. Kevin and Christopher, who also are
parishioners of the church and participate in St. Agnes’ Religious Education
Program, received congratulations from Pastor Choma at a recent Mass, as well
as certificates and gifts for their participation.

WESTFIELD  — The “Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series of
Westfield” begins its sixth season by
presenting Peter Mayer in concert at
the First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, 1 East Broad Street (cor-
ner of North Avenue), on Saturday,
September 17.

The “Coffee With Conscience Con-
cert Series of Westfield” has ten shows
running from September through
June at the church. This season, the
concerts are being recorded for broad-
cast by Westfield’s TV-36. Local resi-
dents can catch each month’s concert
on Fridays at 10 a.m. and 10 p.m.,
and on Sundays at 7 p.m.

The series is made possible in part
by a grant from the Westfield Service
League, and other private donations.

Peter Mayer writes songs about
interconnectedness and the human
journey, songs about the beauty and
mystery of the world. Whimsical,
humorous, and profound, his music
takes you up mountains, across
oceans, into space, and back home
again.

A native of Minnesota, Peter be-
gan touring full-time in 1995 and has
gradually amassed a dedicated fol-
lowing. He has six CDs to his credit,
and has been selected as a finalist in
several songwriting competitions,
including Telluride and the Rocky
Mountain Folkfest.

For more information about the “Cof-
fee With a Conscience Series of
Westfield,” the upcoming performance,
ways in which to get involved with the
series, or information on getting your
own copy of the Season Sampler CD,
call the Concert Hotline at (908) 412-
9105 or send an email to
concerts4causes@aol.com or visit
www.coffeewithconsience.com. Volun-

teers are always appreciated.
For more information about Peter

Mayer, please visit www.petermayer.net.

Peter Mayer

Food Pantry Donations
Collected At Libraries
SCOTCH PLAINS — “Neighbor

to Neighbor,” a community program
to generate increased donations to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food
Pantry, is being launched on Labor
Day.

The new program was conceived
and is being spearheaded by Gary
Herzberg, a Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School senior. “Neighbor to
Neighbor” is providing collection
bins at the two local libraries to make
it easier for residents to help their
needy neighbors.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food
Pantry assists several dozen house-
holds in the two towns. These indi-
viduals and families rely on dona-
tions to the local food pantry.

Goldbergs Find Joy
Living In Mayoral Digs

By LINDA CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most people who move into the city
from the quiet of the suburbs usually
experience culture shock.  Just the
opposite was true for Eric and Lori
Goldberg, formerly of Mountainside.
The couple recently returned into their
native New York (he’s from Staten
Island, she’s originally from Equador
and subsequently Queens), and will
be missed by the many friends they’ve
made during their time spent in the
tight knit borough.   Back in 1996,
with two children in tow, the
Goldbergs moved to New Jersey, even-
tually settling into a house where Mrs.
Goldberg thought they’d live “forever.”

But it wasn’t long before the NYC
transplants soon found out how much
they both missed big city life.  Several
years and two thriving business ven-
tures later, the Goldbergs began to
seriously rethink their permanent resi-
dence.

In 2000, Eric co-founded Portware,
a developer of broker-neutral, auto-
mated portfolio-trading software for
global equities.  If that wasn’t enough
to keep one dad busy, he also became
involved in the restaurant business,
maintaining an interest in Yumcha, a
popular NYC restaurant in the West
Village.  Because of the many work
commitments, he put it this way to the
Leader/Times “I wasn’t home for three
years.”

Lori, who has lived most of her life
in and around the city since she was
seven, did her best to adapt to subur-
ban life, hosting Newcomers Club
events and soon became a soccer mom,
but longed to return to New York.
Frequent trips into the city were not
enough, not even for their children,
both developing a fondness for muse-
ums and the hustle and bustle of the
city life.

Having a love for what the city
offered culturally and socially, the
Goldbergs thought the transition
would be easy.  However, reality hit
hard when they began to look for
suitable and affordable living space.
After exhausting trips hunting for the

“right” place, Mr. Goldberg told the
Leader/Times “We became depressed.”

Mr. Goldberg then took matters
into his own hands and turned to the
Internet for assistance, logging on to
www.craigslist.com, a site devoted to
local community classifieds and fo-
rums, a place to find housing, com-
munity information, and just about
anything else— all for free, and in a
relatively non-commercial environ-
ment.

He literally struck gold after an ex-
change of e-mails led to a face-to-face
meeting with the owner of the Harper
Mansion, a 4,500 square foot
townhouse facing Gramercy Park.  The
place has quite a history.  Built for
New York Mayor James Harper, who
lived there from 1847 until 1897, it
was recently a popular all night party
spot for young professional singles.

In a recent interview with the
Leader/Times at their new quarters,
Eric remarked, “We fell in love with
the place.”  It’s easy to see why, as the
mansion, still true to its original de-
tail, integrity and beauty boasts two
balconies, five fireplaces, mahogany
and cherry hardwood floors, chande-
liers and a spiral staircase.

All the furniture from the Goldberg’s
former suburban home fit perfectly,
including their outdoor patio set,
placed appropriately on the ground
floor of the private bi-level backyard,
which includes a water fountain.

Neighbors include Julia Roberts,
Uma Thurman and John Leguizamo.
But the best part, added Mr. Goldberg,
is “I have a family again,” his commute
now only a few minutes away.  “We
can go out at 10:30 at night, go into
the village, it’s really fun” added Lori,
who was simply beaming.

And the kids? They’ll be going to
public schools, a block and a half away,
and while they can’t wait to meet new
friends, still miss the old ones, and will
continue to rely on their computers
and Instant Messaging to stay in touch.
As for Eric and Lori, they very may
well have proved “You Can Never Go
Home Again” may not always be the
case.

MADE IN MANHATTAN...The Goldberg family on the terrace of their new digs
in the Gramercy Park section of Manhattan. A ceramic plaque on the brick wall
notes former NYC Mayor and Publisher James Harper, lived at the residence
from 1847 to 1869.

WESTFIELD – Singers, all voices,
are invited to join The Choral Art
Society of New Jersey. Rehearsals
and held weekly on Tuesdays from 8
to 10 p.m., September through May,
and take place in the choir room of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
located at the corner of Mountain
Avenue and East Broad Street.

The season’s first rehearsal is on
Tuesday, September 6, with registra-
tion and music purchase starting at
7:30 p.m. Singers interested in join-
ing are invited to attend a rehearsal
and meet with James S. Little, the
Society’s musical director.

The fall semester will be spent pre-

paring for the Saturday, January 21,
2006 performance of Johann
Sebastian Bach’s Magnificant in D
and, like father, like son, the
Magnificant in D composed by his
son, Carl Philip Emanuel Bach.

The Winter/Spring semester, which
starts Tuesday, January 24, 2006 re-
hearsals will be for the Saturday, May,
20, 2006 performance of Rutter’s
Mass of the Children. Both the Janu-
ary and May concerts are to be held at
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

On Friday, December 9, the Choral Art
Society will be hosting its annual Mes-
siah Sing, starting at 8 p.m. at St. Helen’s
Church, 1600 Rahway Avenue, Westfield.

AREA Education News

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT PROGRAM
Infants • Toddlers • Preschoolers • Parents & Caregivers

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Springfield

908-490-1330   Fiona Murray
www.playawaymusic.com

Register Now for
Fall 2005

$10.00 Off Registration
fee for new customers

Offer expires 9/10/05

NJ

WF Public Schools
Open September 7

WESTFIELD—The start of the
2005-2006 school year for students
in the Westfield Public Schools is
Wednesday, September

7.  The school day will begin at
the following times:

Westfield High School 8:30 a.m.
(homeroom)

Edison & Roosevelt Intermediate
Schools 8:15 a.m. (homeroom)

Elementary Schools (1-5 grade)
8:45 a.m.

Kindergarten (a.m.) 8:50 a.m.
Kindergarten (p.m.) 12:30 p.m.

FW Policing Alliance
Addresses Teen Smoking
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD-- Tobacco kills, and the
marketing and advertising campaigns pro-
duced by the tobacco industry machine
encourage tobacco use, which leads to
poor health and ultimately, death.

According to the statewide Com-
munities Against Tobacco Coalition
(CAT), tobacco use is responsible for
nearly 13,000 deaths each year in New
Jersey, and on a daily basis nearly 3,000
kids under the age of 18become regular
smokers.

At a recent Fanwood Community
Policing Alliance meeting, Lorraine
Kowalski of Union County Lincs To-
bacco Control presented health related
statistics and background information
on the perception of smoking in our
culture throughout the 20th century,
and its place in the millennium.

Whether it’s the steep fines that are
charged to store owners, or awareness
among kids about the dangers of smok-
ing, the sale of tobacco to Fanwood
minors has declined.  According to
Sergeant Tom Jedic of the Fanwood
Police Department, from a law en-
forcement perspective, businesses in
the borough, including gas stations,
delis, and convenience stores, are abid-
ing by the cigarette age laws.

“We don’t see as many young kids
trying to buy cigarettes as we used to,
and whatever the reason is for that,
we’re glad, “ he said.

 On a national level, attorneys gen-
eral of 46 states signed a Master Settle-
ment Agreement with the four largest
tobacco companies in the United States
in 1998. The agreement prohibits to-
bacco advertising that targets people
younger than 18 years of age.

 “The tobacco industry marketing
tactics have been anything but upright
and I think we need to think about
that,” said Ms. Kowalski.

Union County teens from an orga-
nization called REBEL explained that
the group, which stands for “reaching
everyone by exposing lies,” is a move-
ment by and for New Jersey teens who
want to break free from the influence
of large tobacco companies.  The orga-
nization has chapters in schools

throughout the state’s 21 counties, in-
cluding Scotch Plains Fanwood High
School.

REBEL coordinator Patrick Bailey
said that he joined because he has al-
ways been passionate about anti-smok-
ing.

Clark teen Justine Koszel was com-
pelled to join REBEL after her uncle
died from throat cancer, and feels that
she can help educate other kids and
adults on the dangers of smoking and
tobacco use.

“I think it’s easier when peers talk to
other kids; they feel more open,” she
said.

Linden student Asha Martin ex-
plained that she joined the group to
deter her friends from smoking and
educate them on the severe health threat
it causes.

“I joined REBEL so that I could
spread the word,” she said.


