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‘Slim Jim’ Toddler Rescue
Featured on Satellite News

By HORACE CORBIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Fire Station on North Avenue was
the location of live satellite news
broadcasts by NBC and CNN at
7:30 last Friday morn-
ing. The story aired
across the country,
known as “Slim Jim,”
featured firefighter
Jim Pfeiffer with 16-
month old John
Butterfield.

Westfield firemen
and police rescued the
child from a 10-foot
hole where the child
had fallen and became
trapped Monday af-
ternoon, August 22 at
Tamaques Park. They
lowered their slim-
mest member down
the shaft through a one-foot clear-
ance headfirst by tying a rope to his
ankles. He grabbed the child, yelled

up to the rope crew, and they yanked
him out.

In the TV interview, firefighter
Pfeiffer held the spry toddler while
explaining the rescue. He noted that
being called slim by his colleagues

was just “normal
firehouse humor in
good fun that occurs
around the country.”
He said it was a team
effort where everyone
did his job and every-
thing turned out right.

The rescue team
showed up for the
news broadcast and to
be reunited with little
John and his dad,
John Butterfield.

Westfield Fire
Chief Dan Kelly said
they have received
much e-mail of con-

gratulations from around the coun-
try, including as far away as Ohio
and California.

John Butterfield

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOOD NEWS...The rescue team of Westfield firefighters and police pose last
Friday with toddler John Butterfield in front of the satellite news truck after the
live national news interview. Pictured above, left to right, are: Captain Roger
Sawicki,  Patrolman Greg Kasko, Lt. Anthony Tiller, Firefighter Benjamin
Corbin, Lt. Tom Ryan, Lt. Scott Miller; Firefighters Michael Duelks, Michael
Skubish and Jim Pfeiffer; son and father John Butterfield and Fire Chief Dan
Kelly. Not shown are: Deputy Chiefs Ken Dannevig and David Kelly; Firefighter
Michael Sawicki; Patrolmen Harold Caulfield and Robert Beaton.

Local Business Groups
Plan More Joint Events

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — While good
fences may make good neighbors, it
can also be beneficial to sometimes
break down those barriers, as mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains Business
and Professional Association
(SPBPA) and the Fanwood Business
and Professional Association (FBPA)
are discovering.

The two groups held their second
networking night last week at the
Stage House Inn in Scotch Plains and
are planning a third get-together later
this month.

Lisa Moen, SPBPA’s president, and
Peter Chemidlin, FBPA president,
both feel the joint meetings, which
are informal in nature, are serving
several purposes.  “We felt we had to
improve communications between the
two organizations,” Mr. Chemidlin
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week, noting that there are
businesses that are members of both
organizations.

Ms. Moen, who took over as SPBPA
president earlier this year, said she
was surprised by the turnout at last
Thursday’s event, where several
dozen businesspeople helped open
the Stage House’s new bistro. She

told The Times that such joint events
are helpful in a number of ways.

Before last week, “I had never met
the owner of Scotchwood Florist” in
Fanwood, said Ms. Moen, who owns
the Apple Blossom Florist on Park
Avenue. Now that personal introduc-
tions have been made, she said she
can envision a situation where one of
the businesses might find itself in a
bind, for example- short of a certain
type of floral arrangement- and be
able to call the other to help fill the
gap.

She  also feels the networking nights
will help businesses pick up new cus-
tomers via referrals. “There are some
types of businesses we have in Scotch
Plains that aren’t in Fanwood and
vice versa,” she said.

Mr. Chemidlin, president of Fam-
ily Investors Co. in Fanwood, said he
wasn’t certain where, if anywhere,
the joint get-togethers between the
two business groups will lead.

“We’re just trying to improve com-
munication. Who knows what the
future holds?” he said.

The first networking night was held
in July at The Sun Tavern in Fanwood
and the next is set for later this month,
although the date has not yet been
specified.

County OK’s $2.5 Million
Reconstruction of Meisel

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Meisel Field in
Springfield, which was closed to the
public for over four years, will be
reconstructed into an active sports
facility under a $2.5 million project
approved by the Union County Free-
holder board on August 18.

Plans call for development of a base-
ball field, softball field, six-lane all-
weather running track, combination
football/soccer field and fitness circuit.

Renovation of existing restrooms,
the addition of a parking lot and land-
scaping are also part of the project. Of
the funding, $1.1 million  will come out
of the Union County Open, Recreation
and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.

The field was closed due to envi-
ronmental concerns, after high levels
of arsenic, lead and an insecticide
were found in groundwater and soil
samples taken by an environmental
testing firm hired by the county. The
site had been home to a chemical dye
plant, the American Chemical Com-
pany, in the 1920s.

Meisel Field was the previous home
of the Jonathan Dayton varsity foot-
ball team. That program was disbanded
several years ago due to lack of partici-
pation. Jonathan Dayton will begin a
junior varsity football program this
year, which will play at the school’s
soccer field on Mountain Avenue.

In other business, the board re-
duced greens fees at the county-oper-
ated Oak Ridge golf course in Clark
following the discovery of a fungus
that has decimated large areas of grass.

The fungus, pythium blight, is pro-
moted by high heat and humidity,
according to the county’s Office of
Public Information.

“Golf course personnel have used
all available means to combat this
infestation, but serious damage has
been done,” county officials said in a
press release dated August 12.

“It’s only fair (to golfers) we reduce
the fees because they can’t use the
entire course,” Freeholder Chairman
Rick Proctor told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
following the August 18 meeting.

County spokesman John Salerno
told The Leader and The Times that,
“When it is very dry like this there is
a very delicate balance to water (the
golf course). The expectation is that it
will be a matter of weeks before we
have expedited (the fungus).”

Effective immediately, the board
approved fees through Friday, Sep-
tember 2 as follows:

County residents, $13; county se-
nior citizens, $5; county youth aged
17 and under, $5; out of county resi-
dents, $26; out of county youth, $10;
Edison residents, $14, and out of state
residents, $44.

Identification cards will not be re-
quired at Oak Ridge while the fungus
is present on the course. Fees at the
county’s other courses, Ash Brook in
Scotch Plains and Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth and Union, will remain in
effect, officials said.

The board adopted a $3.5 million
bond ordinance for the acquisition of
a one-acre property, which included
an 11,000 square foot building for the
Union County Prosecutor’s office and
the renovation of such structure.

The board also approved, on sec-
ond reading, a $21.6 million bond
ordinance for equipment and improve-
ments at county-owned facilities, in-
cluding improvements to long-care
units and dining facilities at Runnells
Specialized Hospital in Berkeley
Heights, and bridge and culvert im-
provements throughout the county.

Also included are improvements to

the Echo Lake service yard in
Mountainside, energy efficiency im-
provements at the Rahway Park and
Oak Ridge golf course service yards,
replacement of the heating system at
the Watchung Stables in Mountainside,
and the upgrade of the pumping sys-
tem and replacement of bridges at the
Ash Brook golf course in Scotch Plains.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he is concerned over the rising
county debt, which he called, “a fi-
nancial travesty.”

The board also approved a $59,900
contract to Masur Consulting of Red
Bank to develop a design plan for the
renovation of the Warinanco ice skat-
ing facility.

During the freeholder comments
portion of the meeting, Freeholder
Betty Jane Kowalski of Cranford said
the “Family Flix” movie night at Echo
Lake Park this summer was “a very
successful program.” The program
ended for the summer last week.

Freeholder Kowalski also congratu-
lated county employees for their ef-
forts during the recent PGA Champi-
onship held at Baltusrol Golf Club in
Springfield.

“That came off without any major
disasters,” she said.

Freeholder Al Mirabella of
Fanwood noted that he and Freeholder
Proctor took part in a Union County
SWAT demonstration.

He said he feels more comfortable
that the county’s emergency services,
“will keep us safe in the event there is any
significant emergency in the county.”

“I feel really safe after seeing that
demonstration,” he said.

The freeholders will hold their next
meeting on Thursday, September 8 at
7 p.m. at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building in Elizabeth.

Over-Sized House OK’d
Despite Neighbors’ Concerns

Action on Self-Funded
Teams Expected on Sept. 8

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
is expected to introduce a new policy
for adding self-funded varsity sports
programs at the board’s Thursday,
September 8 meeting.

The new policy is in response to a
group of parents who are seeking to
add an ice hockey team at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School.

At last Thursday’s board meeting,
there was some public opposition to
the formation of a team.

The issue of ice hockey at SPFHS
has long been discussed, especially
when both Westfield’s and Clark’s
high schools established teams within
the past 10 years. Many have said that
setting up a team here would only add
to the rivalry that exists among local
sports teams, as well as introduce an
exciting sport to many residents.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Ice
Hockey Association has led the charge
to establish a hockey team at SPFHS,
which would, in their words, be en-
tirely funded by parents and outside
boosters. The school board would not
have to pay for any of the costs asso-
ciated with a team – coaches, uni-
forms, equipment, ice time, etc. In
terms of insurance, which would be
required for a team, the association
has said that the board need only add
the team to the existing athletic insur-
ance policy. Any additional insur-
ance costs would be minimal, and the
benefits community-wide would far
outweigh such costs.

At last Thursday’s meeting, how-
ever, the board heard its first com-
ments from the public against the
establishment of the team.

Joan Pace, a local resident, said
that, while the ice hockey parents
seek to fund the team short-term, it
might not be the case in the long run.

 “I’m concerned that if this ice
hockey team is established, it will
end up being paid for by the taxpay-
ers,” Ms. Pace said.

She added that just because some
group comes before the board, doesn’t
mean that the board has to fund “any-
thing anyone wants” and questioned
the true benefit of such a team.

 “I do not feel that the establish-
ment of an ice hockey team will
bring any value to this district,” Ms.

Pace said.
Board president Linda Nelson

thanked Ms. Pace for her “refresh-
ing” comments; noting that this was
the first time the board heard any hint
of opposition to forming the team.

Up until this point, there had never
been a board policy in place which
explains how parents and boosters
would pay for an athletic team. How-
ever, board member Tom Russo, the
chairman of the policy committee,
recently led the committee through a
series of meetings that resulted in the
drafting of a new policy.

The policy was modeled after one
in Westfield that outlined the funding
of teams by parents’ associations.
While the new policy does not explic-
itly address ice hockey, it does serve
as a guideline to how parents would
be able to fund any kind of sports
team.

Mr. Russo explained that he had
expected a draft of the policy to be
ready for first reading last week.
However, “what I thought were final
touches, ended up requiring additional
review and comments from the
board.”

He explained that the board still
needed to “iron out the language,”
but that the first reading is likely to
occur at the Thursday, September 8
meeting.

Perhaps the biggest hurdle to an ice
hockey team – at least in the short-
term – is timing. While the ice hockey
season does not officially begin until
the winter, much preparation is needed
to ensure a successful campaign. Try-
outs must be held, uniforms must be
ordered, ice time must be rented,
schedules must be made – those are
only a few of the major tasks re-
quired. As Mr. Russo explained, “The
first step really is to have a policy in
place.”

While the board has demonstrated
some support for a team, it believes
that the planning and development of
an ice hockey program will take sig-
nificant time. If a team were to be
instituted, the most likely timeframe
would be sometime next year – too
late for the upcoming season.

Many members of the Ice Hockey
Association had previously expressed
hope that a team would be approved
and set up for the upcoming season,
but that now appears highly unlikely.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD— The Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment approved a development appli-
cation, despite significant opposition
from neighboring residents.

At their Wednesday, August 24
meeting, the board gave the green
light for developers David and Don
Villane to construct a 30-foot wide,
1,400-square footprint house on a 50-
foot-wide lot at 170 Second Street.
Several residents, who told the board
that the house was too large for the lot
and out of character with other houses
in the neighborhood, voiced opposi-
tion to the single-family house.

The neighbors who spoke to the
board cited line-of-sight problems,
flooding and traffic safety issues as
reasons for their objections.

The application required several
variances for exceeding lot coverage
area, side-yard set back and lot width.
The proposed house is 15 feet shy of
the 30-foot side yard set back re-
quirement. The lot, which measures
50 by 100, is undersized in this R-75
zone, which requires a minimum 75-
foot lot width and a minimum of
7,500 square feet in overall size.

David Villane told the board that
any new construction would have to
be at least 30 feet wide to be market-
able.

At prior hearings, resident Sandra
Shelton said that the doctrine of con-
tiguous merger should be applied to
this lot, disallowing it as a separate,
buildable lot. Board Attorney Eileen
Linarducci confirmed that the al-
though the doctrine of contiguous
merger did apply to this lot at one
time, the borough failed to enforce
this doctrine within the two-year time
limit; therefore, the doctrine could
not be applied.

The doctrine would have forced
the lot to be merged with an adjoining
lot had it been enforced in time.

Belvidere Avenue resident Tonette
Chow told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that she was disap-
pointed with the board’s decision al-
leging that the board was not serving
the interests of the people.

“The members of the board are
succumbing to pressures of the other
board members,” she said. “We need
board members who stand up for the
collective good of the community
and for residents’ rights,” Ms. Chow
added.

Ms. Shelton said that the decision
was “a farce” and that the vote was
“predetermined.”

Several  board members agreed
with the neighbors, with two dissent-
ing votes and one abstention. In the
end, however, the six affirmative votes
were enough to pass the application.

Most of the testimony given by
James Watson of EKA Associates
focused on how many other houses in
a 200-foot radius were oversized or
exceeded lot coverage ordinances. Mr.
Watson testified that six out of 31

houses exceeded lot coverage limits
and six out of 31 exceeded 1,400
square feet in overall footprint. Four-
teen of the 31 lots were 5,000 square
feet or less, while eight out of the nine
corner lots exceeded side-yard, set
back ordinances.

The residents, however, contended
that these other houses were pre-ex-
isting to the R-75 zoning ordinance.
The issue of height was also dis-
cussed, comparing this building’s
height of 32.3 feet to the two adjoin-
ing homes measuring similar heights.

Board member Daniel Zucker ex-
plained that the board was basing
their decision to approve the applica-
tion on the existing ordinances and
that they were following the rules and
laws that were in place. Many board
members said that, although they were
uncomfortable with the application,
they were compelled to approve it by
law. Board Vice Chairman John
Celardo pointed out that the board
must take into consideration what is a
sellable house and said the era of
Cape Cods and sprawling ranch
houses was gone.

“This is a house that someone will
want to live in,” he said.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings added that if the house
were constructed too small, the own-
ers would likely come before the board
in a few years for permission to ex-
pand.

In other business, an application
for a minor subdivision at 54 Stewart
Place will be continued to the Sep-
tember meeting. Property owner Chi-
Chung Lee is proposing to replace a
single-family home with two new
buildings. The two proposed lots,
measuring 5,789 and 5,686 square
feet, are undersized in this R-75 zone,
requiring a variance.

Michael Skawinski was granted
approval to expand his two-family
house located at 140 North Avenue.
The applicant will be adding two bed-
rooms and a bathroom to the down-
stairs apartment. Mr. Skawinski told
the board that he and his wife wanted
to raise a family in Fanwood.

Driveway paving was granted to
two homeowners at 18 and 19 Byron
Lane, who share a conjoined, stone
driveway. Borough Engineer Joseph
Pryor advised the board that although
this was a flood-prone area, a grant
was pending that would upgrade run-
off pipes in the area and that the
addition of impervious coverage was
insignificant, in lieu of the pending
upgrades.

The next agenda meeting of the board
is scheduled for Monday, September
19 and the next regular meeting will be
held on Wednesday, September 28. Both
meetings are held in the Fanwood
Municipal Building at 7:30 p.m.

basic skills at these schools. Four of
the 46 new teachers will teach basic
skills.

Ms. Meyer said the emphasis on
basic skills is part of the No Child Left
Behind/Average Yearly Progress, aimed
at identifying and providing additional
help for those students who need it.

Sweta Gandhi is the only new sci-
ence teacher in the district, and will
work at SPFHS. Harleigh Mallows is
entering Brunner as the only new
kindergarten teacher, and John
McManus is the only new guidance
counselor at SPFHS. Bradley Sigel
has joined the district as K-12 super-
visor for social studies.

SPFHS’s Air Force ROTC program
is also changing instructors. Master
Sergeant Don Fessenden (Ret.) will
now run the program.

“Air Force ROTC is only offered in
the high school and is taught by Air
Force retirees,” said Barbara Roskin,
executive secretary of SP-F BOE Hu-
man Resources. “The course teaches
aeronautics and basic military train-
ing such as marching and wearing
military uniforms as ROTC cadets.”

A new astronomy elective is being
offered this year at SPFHS. Also, two
new non-performance-based music
courses, “Bach to Rock” and “Piano
Synthesizer,” utilizing electronic and
computer keyboards, have been added
at the high school. A new digital pho-
tography course has also been added
to the SPFHS art department this year.

In addition, the district has con-
tracted with the Enrichment Center
Annex for the operation of  the SP-F
Adult and Community School. Offer-
ings are listed on the district’s website.
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ST. BARTS PICNIC...The annual St. Bartholemew Picnic and carnival is being
set up in Scotch Plains this upcoming Labor Day weekend.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUSINESS SOCIAL...Members of the Scotch Plains Business and Professional
Association and the Fanwood Business and Professional Association held their
second networking night last week at the Stage House Inn in Scotch Plains.
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