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If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save money on your car insurance. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies
to most major coverages. Allstate New Jersey Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2004
Allstate Insurance Company.

715 Central Avenue  Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Ron Bansky

(908) 301-0711

Call for a free quote.

County OK’s $2.5 Million
Reconstruction of Meisel

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Meisel Field in
Springfield, which was closed to the
public for over four years, will be
reconstructed into an active sports
facility under a $2.5 million project
approved by the Union County Free-
holder board on August 18.

Plans call for development of a
baseball field, softball field, six-lane
all-weather running track, combina-
tion football/soccer field and fitness
circuit.

Renovation of existing restrooms,
the addition of a parking lot and land-
scaping are also part of the project.

A total of $1.1 million of the fund-
ing will come out of the Union County
Open, Recreation and Historic Pres-
ervation Trust Fund.

The field was closed due to envi-
ronmental concerns, after high levels
of arsenic, lead and an insecticide
were found in groundwater and soil
samples taken by an environmental
testing firm hired by the county. The
site had been home to a chemical dye
plant, the American Chemical Com-
pany, in the 1920s.

Meisel Field was the previous home
of the Jonathan Dayton High School
varsity football team. That program
was disbanded several years ago due
to lack of participation. Jonathan
Dayton will begin a junior varsity
football program this year, which will
play at the school’s soccer field on
Mountain Avenue.

In other business, the board re-
duced greens fees at the county-oper-
ated Oak Ridge golf course in Clark
following the discovery of a fungus
that has decimated large areas of grass.

The fungus, pythium blight, is pro-
moted by high heat and humidity,
according to the county’s Office of
Public Information.

“Golf course personnel have
used all available means to com-
bat this infestation, but serious
damage has been done,” county
officials said in a press release
dated August 12.

“It’s only fair (to golfers) we re-
duce the fees because they can’t use
the entire course,” Freeholder Chair-
man Rick Proctor told The Westfield
Leader following the August 18 meet-
ing.

County spokesman John Salerno
told The Leader  that, “When it is very
dry like this there is a very delicate
balance to water (the golf course).
The expectation is that it will be a
matter of weeks before we have expe-
dited (the fungus).”

Effective immediately, the board
approved fees through Friday, Sep-
tember 2 as follows:

County residents, $13; county se-
nior citizens, $5; county youth aged
17 and under, $5; out of county resi-
dents, $26; out of county youth, $10;

Edison residents, $14, and out of state
residents, $44.

Identification cards will not be re-
quired at Oak Ridge while the fungus
is present on the course. Fees at the
county’s other courses, Ash Brook in
Scotch Plains and Galloping Hill in
Kenilworth and Union, will remain in
effect, officials said.

The board adopted a $3.5 million
bond ordinance for the acquisition of
a one-acre property, which included
an 11,000 square foot building for the
Union County Prosecutor’s office and
the renovation of such structure.

The board also approved, on sec-
ond reading, a $21.6 million bond
ordinance for equipment and im-
provements at county-owned facili-
ties, including improvements to
long-care units and dining facilities
at Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights, and bridge and
culvert improvements throughout
the county.

Also included are improvements to
the Echo Lake service yard in
Mountainside, energy efficiency im-
provements at the Rahway Park and
Oak Ridge golf course service yards,
replacement of the heating system at
the Watchung Stables in
Mountainside, and the upgrade of the
pumping system and replacement of
bridges at the Ash Brook golf course
in Scotch Plains.

Garwood resident Bruce Paterson
said he is concerned over the rising
county debt, which he called, “a fi-
nancial travesty.”

The board also approved a $59,900
contract to Masur Consulting of Red
Bank to develop a design plan for the
renovation of the Warinanco ice skat-
ing facility.

During the freeholder comments
portion of the meeting, Freeholder
Betty Jane Kowalski of Cranford said
the “Family Flix” movie night at Echo
Lake Park this summer was “a very
successful program.” The program
has ended for the summer.

Freeholder Kowalski also congratu-
lated county employees for their ef-
forts during the recent PGA Champi-
onship held at Baltusrol Golf Club in
Springfield.

“That came off without any major
disasters,” she said.

Freeholder Al Mirabella of
Fanwood noted that he and Freeholder
Proctor took part in a Union County
SWAT demonstration.

He said he feels more comfortable
that the county’s emergency services,
“will keep us safe in the event there is
any significant emergency in the
county.”

“I feel really safe after seeing that
demonstration,” he said.

The freeholders will hold their next
meeting on Thursday, September 8 at
7 p.m. at the Union County Adminis-
tration Building in Elizabeth.

Garwood Adding Lighting
To Park for Security Reasons

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Borough Engineer
Donald Guarriello informed the borough’s
governing body on August 23 that the
sidewalk improvement program has be-
gun. A few trees will be removed due to
some intertwining with existing wiring.

“The work should start on Monday of
next week (August 29) and should not
take much more than a week,” he said.

Council President Walter Tucker in-
quired about the sidewalk and trees
along North Avenue. The tree roots are
lifting the sidewalk, he said, thus a letter
needs to be sent to the state Department
of Transportation to rectify this prob-
lem, since North Avenue is a state road.

Mr. Guarriello also discussed the
progress with field lighting for
Hartman Park, which came from a

Union County Kids Recreation Trust
Grant. This lighting will exist prima-
rily for security purposes. The coun-
cil is also considering applying for
lighting at the borough’s Little League
Field.

“Lights can be put outside, shining
in so they wouldn’t have any spillage
onto adjacent properties,” Mr.
Guarriello said.

It was noted that Special Police Of-
fice Class B School Crossing Guard
Melvin J. Shea retired his post July 14.

“The Borough of Garwood pub-
licly commends him for the capable
and efficient performance of his duty,
and extends to Melvin and his family
best wishes for the future,” stated
Mayor Dennis McCarthy as he
awarded a resolution to Mr. Shea.

“I enjoyed every bit of time I was
out there with the kids,” said Mr.
Shea. “The kids in Garwood are the
finest that I’ve ever met.”

Mayor McCarthy also said that he
received a mayor’s fax advisory from
New Jersey League of Municipalities.

It said that, “the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion is asking its citizens for help
with reinvigorating recycling in New
Jersey, which has had a major fall-
off.”

The mayor is asking the residents
of Garwood to make a concerted ef-
fort to separate household waste as
best they can in order for workers to
be able to get to the recyclables.

During the meeting’s regular ses-
sion, Council President Walter Tucker
announced the plans for the annual
Chamber of Commerce’s Family Fair
and Car Show, which will be held on
Sunday, September 11. The fair will
take place on South Avenue up to Pine
Avenue from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. The rain
date is Sunday, September 18.

Councilwoman Kathleen Villaggio
noted that the third and final phase of
the Lincoln School construction
project is on schedule for completion
in December.

Dr. Foley. “Joan Sullivan, our vice
principal in the high school, will be
responsible for running guidance.”

Technologically speaking, all el-
ementary, intermediate and some high
school computers have been upgraded
and switched from Apple to a PC
platform. Each library will be
equipped with a black and color laser
printer, according to Mrs. Korecky.
The elementary library card cata-
logues will be accessible within the
district from any computer.

New curriculum-related software
will be installed on all third-grade
computers, and teachers will be
trained regarding how to integrate the
new programs into their curriculum.

Teachers and students will have
access to new online educational ser-
vices, and new professional develop-
ment offerings will be available in
technology, Mrs. Korecky added.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY,
AUGUST 16

Brian Beliles, 43, of Beacon, N.Y.
was arrested at Clifton Street and Cen-
tral Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated following an acci-
dent investigation involving an over-
turned motor vehicle at that location.

Beliles, the driver of the vehicle, did
not require medical treatment and was
released to a responsible individual.
There were no other injuries as a result
of the accident.

A resident of the 400 block of West
Broad Street reported the theft of a
wristwatch valued at $2,200 from her
residence.

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 17

Brian Jones, 19, of Hillsborough and
a 17-year-old female from Stirling were
arrested during a motor vehicle stop at
Summit Avenue and Clover Street.

Both were charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana, while Jones was additionally
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia. He also was wanted on out-
standing contempt of court warrants
from North Hunterdon, Raritan Town-
ship and Montgomery Township.

Jones posted $500 bail on the
Westfield charges, as well as bail on the
warrants. The 17-year-old was released
to a responsible adult.

FRIDAY,
AUGUST 19

James Freeman, 18, of Edison was

arrested at Central Avenue and Cedar
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released to a re-
sponsible individual.

SATURDAY,
AUGUST 20

Gregory Nelson, 20, of Plainfield
was arrested at South Avenue and
Livingston Street and charged with hin-
dering apprehension and possession of
a prohibited weapon.

After being stopped for a motor ve-
hicle violation, Nelson is alleged to
have provided false information to po-
lice, as well as having switched places
with a passenger in the vehicle.

Nelson was arrested on an outstand-
ing contempt of court warrant for $489
from Bridgewater Township. During a
search pursuant to that arrest, police
said a silver switchblade was found in
his pocket. The suspect was released
after posting bail on both the warrant
and $250 for the Westfield charges.

Three residents of Ardsleigh Drive
reported that someone had slashed the
driver’s side rear tires on their motor
vehicles while the vehicles were parked
in front of their respective homes.

A day later, a Tamaques Way resi-
dent reported that the front driver’s side
tire was slashed on his motor vehicle
while it was parked in front of his home.
It is believed all four incidents occurred
sometime between August 19 and 20.

A resident of the 1700 block of Sum-
mit Avenue filed a report that a burglary
had occurred at his residence.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield
Schools

IT’S GAME TIME... A new synthetic turf field has been completely installed at
Westfield High School’s Kehler Stadium on time. Game lines and a big blue “W”
have been permanently applied to the field.

School Board Votes to Cap
Kindergarten Enrollment

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Responding to a
plea made by a group of parents liv-
ing in the Jefferson School district
seeking a new Kindergarten class, the
Board of Education voted Tuesday
night to put a cap of 23 students per
class for kindergarten enrollment at
Jefferson and Washington schools.

The board also voted not to accept
any late registrations for the 2005-06
school year. The parents were hoping
an additional teacher would be ap-
pointed to their district, rather than
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam Foley’s proposal to transport
kindergarteners from Jefferson to
Tamaques School.

The parents in the district received
a letter from Dr. Foley on August 20
requesting consideration of this op-
tion, so class size can be balanced
throughout the district. In a letter
replying to Dr. Foley’s request, the
parents stated, “We cannot accept your
offer to temporarily move our chil-
dren to another school. Families come
to Westfield for the school system
and its excellent reputation. We should
not be presented with the dilemma of
putting our children in another school
for the town’s convenience.”

Rick Palmer, the father of a new
Kindergarten student scheduled to
attend Jefferson, offered his help to
the board to try to resolve this issue
from a financial standpoint to bal-
ance funding and add a new teacher
to the school.

David Rogers, another parent who
spent time in his older child’s kinder-
garten classroom, said he feels
strongly that 23 students is simply
too high a number for a teacher to
manage. Lori Schlewitt, another par-
ent, pointed out that Jefferson School
has, “huge class sizes and the lowest
test scores in the district.”

Dr. Foley explained that there are
69 new kindergarteners starting in
Jefferson. Twenty-nine are in
Jefferson for the first time with no
older siblings. Dr. Foley said students
without older siblings could easily be
transported to Tamaques, since
kindergarteners are largely trans-
ported to school anyway.

“Children are enormously adapt-
able,” he said. “Parents are not.”

He also stressed that the school
district would not be in this current
situation if the school budget was
passed due to what he said was the
apathy and foolishness of parents,
based upon the 140 feedback e-mails
that were received by the board.

During the meeting, the board and
Dr. Foley explored the idea of adding
classes to Jefferson and Washington
schools, but realized that because of
timing, budget constraints, and space
it would be too difficult to make such
changes this late in the year.

Dr. Foley did, however, pledge to
budget for sufficient classrooms for
first grade for the 2006-07 school
year, so the kindergarteners that are
transferred now will be able to attend
their neighborhood schools then.

The board agreed that parents could
prevent this from happening in the
future by voting for the budget in
years to come.

Richard Solomon said, “The fact
of the matter is that the budget was
defeated by 69 votes.”

Schools will open this Wednesday,
September 7. The New Teacher Insti-
tute is in full swing, orientating more
than 40 teachers who have been hired
this year to replace those who have
retired, resigned or are on leave.

The board announced the launch of
the district’s new website,
www.westfieldnjk12.com. They also
announced that Westfield High School
(WHS) freshman orientation would
take place on Tuesday, September 6
from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., and a separate
orientation for parents on Tuesday,
September 13 from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

The Class of 2005 statistical report
is available from the high school’s
guidance office. A total of 92 percent
of graduates will be attending four-
year colleges and Universities, and
every one of the Ivy League schools
will have a WHS graduate.

The new artificial turf field and
track are nearly completed at Kehler
Stadium. The first scheduled game,
girls’ soccer, will take place on the
new field on Friday, September 9.

Utilities are in place for the Wilson
School portable classroom, and this
structure will be ready to use by next
week. Two air conditioning units were
added to the second floor millennium
suite at Franklin School and are now
operating. Also, the renovations on the
school’s second floor restrooms have
begun and will completed by October.

New wall pads have been added to
the Edison Intermediate School gym.

Future projects include the replace-
ment of Washington School boilers,
which will go out to bid next week.
Another project is the addition of a new
baseball backstop at the Edison School
Varsity Baseball Field. Funding for this
project will most likely come from
“Outside, unnamed sources,” said Board
Secretary Bob Berman.

Rosemary Dunlap Faces
Psychiatric Examination
By MICHAEL POLLACK

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Rosemary Dunlap,
held in the Union County jail for
allegedly stabbing her ex-husband,
Fanwood Memorial Library Director
Dan Weiss, on August 1, now must
meet the requirements of a psychiat-
ric evaluation before her bail can be
met.

According to police reports and a
statement by Mr. Weiss, 53, the li-
brary director left work shortly be-
fore 5 p.m. when the incident oc-
curred. Dunlap, 54, wearing gloves
and concealing a knife, laid in wait in
his unlocked car. Seated in the
backseat, she allegedly slashed Mr.
Weiss across the throat with a plastic
knife, which he described in his state-
ment as “little, like you get at
Wendy’s…. couldn’t have been more
than five or six inches with the handle.”

After the initial incident, both ex-
ited the vehicle. Mr. Weiss, prodded
by Dunlap, eventually returned to his
vehicle, where she, with a real “steak
knife…all stainless steel blade about
five or six inches long with a silver
handle,” stabbed him on the left side
of his throat. Mr. Weiss said in his
statement that he jumped out of the
vehicle, wrestled the knife away, and
ran to the library to call for help.

Mr. Weiss, a professional musician
and singer, has recovered. He under-
went an emergency tracheotomy, re-
gaining his voice.

Now, a month later, Dunlap faces
attempted murder charges, which, if
convicted, carry a penalty of 30 years
in prison. Municipal Court Judge Joan
Robinson Gross ordered Dunlap to
take a psychiatric exam before post-
ing $150,000 bail.

Last Friday, Dunlap’s lawyer, Ri-
chard Lehrich of Cranford, fought
Judge Gross’ decision and took his
case to Superior Court Judge Scott
Moynihan.

Judge Moynihan explained to The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
the financial aspect of the bail condi-
tion had not changed since Judge
Gross examined the case, but Judge
Moynihan decided that a psychiatric
evaluation indeed would be part of
any bail condition.

Assistant Prosecutor Maureen
O’Brien confirmed that the bail deci-
sion had nothing to do with money,
but with the condition that Dunlap
receives a psychological evaluation.

“The defense objected to the con-
dition and the court upheld the condi-
tion of the psychological evaluation,”
Ms. O’Brien said.

Judge Moynihan read parts of his
court decision over the phone and
reiterated, “The courts are bound to
protect the public from people who’ve
committed violent offenses,” Judge
Moynihan said. “From what I exam-
ined, this decision does not unduly

burden the right to bail.
“You don’t want to turn loose a

defendant who may injure a member
of the public,” he said. He called
leaving the potential opening for fu-
ture harm “foolhardy.”

Ms. O’Brien said the bail is set at
150,000 and she “believed Dunlap
was prepared to do a property bond or
has the ability to post a property bond.
The next step is that she will be re-
ferred to the grand jury; no date has
been set yet unless the defense ap-
peals. She has pleaded not guilty,
which is typical in these situations.”

She explained that the condition of
the psychological examination was
not “for a psychological defense to
plead insanity; it is being done to see
if she is a danger to herself or others.
It has nothing to do with pleading
insanity; it’s to see if she can safely be
released on bail.”

Prosecutor’s Office Investigations
Supervisor David Hancock said that
“it’d be speculation to determine what
defense is going to be used and
whether the analysis will be utilized
for the defense or not. The issues the
court is looking at are not the same
criteria for a potential insanity de-
fense.”

Judge Moynihan said the defendant,
a real estate sales associate, had a
history of taking medication for de-
pression and exhibited “bizarre be-
havior” during the incident, making it
a necessity to have her mental condi-
tion checked as a condition of bail.

Mr. Lehrich fought the decision to
have a psychiatric examination be-
fore the defendant is released on bail.
The defense attorney asked if Judge
Gross had the authority to issue that
condition.

“The purpose of the evaluation is to
have an expert determining if she’s a
danger to others,” Judge Moynihan said.

According to Mr. Weiss’ statement,
he has been divorced from Dunlap
since December 19, 2002. They were
married 22 years and have a son,
Jesse, 21.

After the initial slashing, when the
two exited the car, she said, “‘I just
wanted you to know how you’re mak-
ing Jesse feel or what you’ve done to
him…she said ‘my memory is oh my
God I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to hurt
you...If  I really meant to hurt you, I
wouldn’t have done it with the flat
side of the knife,’” Mr. Weiss stated.

After the second incident, when
Mr. Weiss ran up the handicap ramp
toward the library, Dunlap followed
and again said, “Oh my God, I’m
sorry let me help you.”

Mr. Weiss, 53, recently wed Mary
Olive Smith, 38, in a small, private
ceremony in Fanwood. The couple
was to have wed the Saturday after he
was stabbed. Their formal wedding
has been rescheduled to Sunday, No-
vember 19.


