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Blue Devils Grab
Group 4 Net Title

GRAND OPENING
At Heather Glen in Scotch Plains, active adult homebuyers
will find spacious homes with smartly designed floorplans

that are a step up from other active adult communities.
These spacious homes of up to 2,843 square feet are

loaded with upscale standard features that include nine-foot
first floor ceilings, hardwood floors, granite countertops,

energy efficient Andersen® windows, sumptuous first floor
master suites and more.  Best of all you’ll live less than two

miles from downtown Westfield and train service to
Manhattan. Heather Glen is convenient to fine shops and

boutiques, gourmet restaurants, parks, golf courses, the Mall
at Short Hills, the Garden State Parkway and Route 22.
Nearer still are on-site amenities including a pool and
clubhouse, which is scheduled to open summer 2006.

Move up to the unmatched style, design and
elegance that make Heather Glen Union County’s 

premier active adult lifestyle community.

Single family homes from the low $600’s
Models open daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Call 908-301-9200
Directions: from GSP take exit 135 to Central Ave. in Clark. Left at
North Ave. to first right onto Elm. At 2nd light make left onto Dudley
to first right onto Prospect. Left onto Madison to end.

BROKER PARTICIPATION INVITEDNEW HOMES FROM:
Artist’s Rendering

CLARK NAILS PK, STRAUSS SCORES GAME WINNER

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Cage
Tigers, 2-1, in Final Minutes

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Due to multiple injuries through-
out the season, the Westfield High
School boys soccer team looked to its
depth to get the job done against
Linden at Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on October 19. Recently
stepping into the varsity
lineup from the junior var-
sity, sophomore Danny
Strauss, on an assist from
senior Matt Melino, netted
the winning goal with less
than two minutes remaining
to give the 10-4 Blue Devils
a 2-1 victory.

Junior Vince Clark scored
the first Blue Devil goal on a
penalty kick with 21:05 left
of the first half. Oscar Perez
scored the lone goal for the
6-8 Tigers early in the sec-
ond half to tie the game.

The Blue Devils out-shot
the Tigers, 19-10, but held a
slight 7-5 edge in shots at half-
time. The Blue Devils had four
corner kicks to the Tigers’ two.
Blue Devil sophomore goalie
Greg O’Brien made six saves
and Tiger goalie Mike Olarte
made eight.

Blue Devils Melino,
Strauss, Tom Taylor and
Roberto Olivares, especially in the
first half, were effective bringing the
ball up the sidelines then scooting it in
to Chris Mattes who came shooting
down the middle. Mattes finished with
five shots on goal, one a point-blank

shot in the second half that was de-
flected by Olarte.

“It’s something we do on a regular
basis. It was working today so we
wanted to keep attacking there and
we pretty much did,” explained Blue
Devil Head Coach George Kapner.

The penalty kick was set up when
the Blue Devils took a direct kick,
from the far side, that was heading
toward an apparent score but a Tiger
defender leaped up and grabbed it to
draw a yellow-red card. Clark slipped
his shot inside the near post and Lin-
den had to play the remainder of the
game with 10 players.

“It’s easier when the other team has
10 players,” snickered Kapner.
“That’s a very bizarre thing. He saved
a goal by doing that but he gets kicked
out of the game and they can’t replace
him. That’s two games in a row. That
exact scenario happened in our game

against Irvington on Mon-
day. I don’t remember the
last time that happened in
my career that a player on
the other team handed a ball
to keep it from going in.”

Early in the second half,
the Blue Devil defense was
caught relaxing and Tiger
Perez knotted the score with
just one minute and 20 sec-
onds off the clock.

“The deal is you come out
at halftime. You’re up 1-0
and put pressure on the other
goal to go up 2-0 but, in-
stead, we came out with kind
of a malaise and allowed
them to score. Again, they
had only 10 players. It should
not have happened. I give
Linden a lot of credit for
scoring with a man down,”
Kapner said.

From that point, the Blue
Devils flooded Tiger turf
with 12 shots on goal until
Strauss penetrated the net.

“Danny has been on JV most of the
year. We brought him up because we
had nine injuries. We have been rees-
tablishing things. Danny is becoming
Chris Mattes’ partner. What we are
seeing is the beginning of a little bit of
chemistry,” Kapner said.
Linden 0 1 1
Westfield 1 1 2

Blue Devil XC Boys Capture
Watchung Conference Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

five of its runners in the top-10 to
finish with a team total of 31 to out-
pace the Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys
who placed second with 44 points.
Cranford, winner of the past five WC
National Division titles, was third
with a total of 53.

Blue Devils Kris Kagan (17:29),
Ameer Rogers (17:42), Jay Hoban
(17:43) and Raymond Chen (17:46)
finished 6-7-8-9, respectively, and
teammates Brent Souders (18:00) and
John Meredith (18:02) finished 12th
and 13th, respectively.

The Raiders got good mileage and
speed from Josh Zinman, who fin-
ished fourth at 17:19, and Mike
Miller, who crossed fifth at 17:28.
Cougar Joshua Hanke finished third
at 17:09. Raiders Adam Biner
(17:48), Martin Sweeney (17:59),
AJ Horowitz (18:28) and Greg
Bencivengo (19:12) finished 10-11-
14 and 18, respectively.

Prior to the race, Raider Head
Coach Jeff Koegel, who has been
rebuilding his program this season,
commented, “We have come a long
way since last year. We have our three
top runners from last year, Miller,
Zinman and Biner. We have a lot of
sophomore boys. The kids are run-
ning solid in the 18’s and for their first
season running cross-country, that is
pretty respectable. I don’t think we
will do any worse than second. We
have been having some good training
recently. We are hoping that we can
put a good race together.”

The Blue Devil freshmen boys
placed all seven of their top runners
in the top-10, including Josh

Einbinder who won the event with a
time of 12:40, to grab top-team hon-
ors with a total of 23. Cranford was
second at 73. Blue Devil Dennis
Elwell (12:57), Dan Morse (13:19),
Zach Friss (13:36), Adeam Kavalin
(13:37), Nicholas Chartrain (14:01)
and Julian Applebaum (14:10) fin-
ished 2-5-7-8-9 and 10, respectively.

With a nearly endless wave of
participants, the Blue Devil junior
varsity won its event overwhelm-
ingly with a total of 15, claiming
the top-nine spots. Tyler Mccubbin
crossed first with a time of 17:42,
followed by Evan Friedman at
17:48, Alex Tarlow at 18:07, Neil
Fitzpatrick at 18:08 and Matt Har-
ris at 18:12. Logan Knisely finished
sixth at 18:23 followed by David
Hyslip at 18:29, David Ackerman at
18:35 and Andrew Cantor at 18:39.
Eric Williams (18:41), Scott Cantor
(18:43), Brendan Berkowitz (18:47)
and Vince Fitzpatrick (18:53) fin-
ished 11-12-13-16, respectively.
Tianyou Xu (19:04), Brian Davidson
(19:04) and Matt Kamel (19:07)
finished 18-19-20.

stoppable I would say.”
Aliche added, “We have the physi-

cal power and we’re both natural
singles players also, so to combine
two talented singles players as op-
posed to normal doubles players,
makes us a little different for every-
one else.”

The second powerhouse double duo
of Blue Devils Rachel Louie and Kim
Morawski (19-0) dazed Hillary Rosen
and Sonia Tsay, 6-3, 6-3.

“The entire season we have been
confident and supportive with each
other’s abilities,” said Louie. “Men-
tally we’re always behind each other’s
back. Not only are we’re really con-
sistent, but we’re able to pull out a
really nice shot when needed.”

Westfield tennis Head Coach Ed
Tirone said, “After coming in second
for about three years in a row, we
finally got over that hurdle. One of our
goals was to win the sectionals and,
this year, against J.P. Stevens, we were
able to get the third point to clinch the
championship. Then on October 19 of
course we were able to go down with
the other sectional winners and play
for the championship and we were
successful there with two tough
matches against Vineland, which was
a, 3-0 match. Then, in the afternoon, of
course, it was a 4-1 victory against
East Brunswick, which gave us the
championship. We’re very fortunate
in our community. Tennis is an every
day occurrence in Westfield. The kids
are in junior development programs
and kids are in clinics in the winter-
time. It’s a major factor in their lives.”

Soccer Raiders Wear Down
Cranford Girls, 2-0, in UCT
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helped us throughout the game. We
knew that even if they had a couple of
shots, we were right back in there
getting more. We’re a very hungry
team for goals and we’re coming out
with lots of fire.”

Two minutes later, sophomore
midfielder Bencivengo muted the
Cougar roars when she charged the
center off a cross from junior sweeper
Allie Zazzali and headed in a shot
from just eight-yards out to increase
the lead to 2-0.

“We really wanted this game be-
cause we lost two years in a row and
we wanted to break the curse,” said

Bencivengo. “As to the goal, Zazzali
had taken a kick earlier that just went
over my head, so I wanted to make up
for that. When the exact same situa-
tion occurred later, I said, ‘OK! I have
to get this one.’ It came over, I jumped
up, hit it and scored.”

In the second half, it seemed appar-
ent that the Raiders were in better
condition than the Cougars as their
dominance increased by attacking
from seemingly everywhere, shell-
ing the Cougar net nine more times
and confusing the defense.

“It was a complete team effort,
whether you were on or off the field
and the intensity definitely was there,”
said goalie Mains. “Everyone work-
ing well together, we knew what we
had to do and we got it done.”

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD COMPETITION FOR EACH OTHER…Blue Devil Jeff Perrella, right,
and Cougar Joe McKenney are no strangers to each other in cross-country.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING THROUGH IN THE CLUTCH…Blue Devil Danny
Strauss, No. 3, scored the winning goal against Linden.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECORDING ANOTHER SHUTOUT…Raider goalie Lauren Mains, who made
five fine saves, kicks the ball down field against Cranford.

Soccer Raiders Nudge
Rahway, 2-1, in UCT
The third-seeded Scotch Plains-

Fanwood High School boys soccer
team advanced to the Union County
semifinals with a 2-1 victory over
Rahway at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on October 22. The Raid-
ers scored an own goal then took a
2-0 lead on Sean Young’s goal.


