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RAIDER CASSY VALDEZ FINISHES SECOND AT 19:55

Blue Devil Girls Finish Second
In Watchung Conference XC

By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everybody expected Cougar Laura
Gallo, ranked as the ninth-best run-
ner in Group 3, to easily win the
individual title on the 3.2-mile course
at the Watchung Conference National
Division race at Warinanco Park in
Roselle on October 20.

Gallo crossed the finish line first
with a time of 19:37 (two seconds
faster than her winning time last year)
to lead the 17th-ranked Cranford High
School team to its first title in 10
years to beat out Westfield 26 to 44
and defending champion Scotch
Plains-Fanwood with 64. However,
few expected Raider sophomore
Cassy Valdes, who crossed second in
19:55 (second on the all-time Raider
list on the course), to run so strongly
against Gallo.

Gallo and Valdes were running
neck-and-neck for the first mile, but
Gallo picked up her pace to ensure
victory. Raider Cathy Harley finished
sixth with a time of 20:47 and Emily
Carow crossed 15th at 21:46. Deirdre
Scully (24:04) and Kayla Payne
(24:36) finished 20-21, respectively.

“We are scraping to just put five
girls in the varsity race. Out of the
nine girls who ran in the top-24 in the

counties last year, we lost four to
graduation and four to injuries, so I
have only one of them running right
now,” said Raider Head Coach Jeff
Koegel prior to the meet. “Cassy is
running real well. She’s a rookie.
Cathy Harley is our only healthy girl
from last year. It’s been rough from a

team standpoint. We are just looking
to run PR’s (personal records) today.”

After the race, Koegel said,
“Cassy’s performance didn’t surprise
me at all. She has a natural aptitude
for this, but it needs time to develop.
She had a very good end to her spring

DUGAN GOES BIG ON ‘D’, BONARD HITS FIELD GOAL

Union Farmers Defend Turf;
Top Blue Devil Gridders, 14-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Records do not always indicate the
quality of certain individual perfor-
mances. The Westfield High School
football team’s 0-6 record was cer-
tainly not indicative of the quality
performance given by its defensive
line in a 14-3 setback to host Union
on October 21.

The Blue Devil defensive line and
linebackers held the 4-2 Farmers to just
29 yards on 14 carries in the first half
and spent the majority of the second
half on the field, yielding 107 yards on
26 carries, none for touchdowns. The
Farmers got both of their touchdowns
via the air – the first a 19-yard comple-
tion to Paul Harper late in the second
quarter and the second a 37-yard strike
to Harper in the third quarter.

Blue Devil sophomore defensive
end John Dugan had a big evening.
On the Farmers’ first series, he pres-
sured quarterback James Melody on
a third down play and broke up his
pass to force a punt. In the second
quarter Dugan sacked Melody for a
five-yard loss and, on three occa-
sions, he threw running back Raphael
Lee for losses.

Dugan was not alone. Safety Terron
Rogers recorded an interception on
the Union 29-yard line, which set up

the Blue Devils’ only score, a 31-yard
field goal from Tom Bonard with
4:27 remaining in the first half. With
a few starters out due to injuries,
linemen Cowles Stewart, Matt Ince,
Erik Anderson and Andrew Petrsoric
and linebackers Ryan Yarusi, Kyle
Zeitounian, Jack Meagher, Chris
Morina and Will Harbaugh plugged
the Farmers’ running game. Harbaugh
recorded 17 tackles while Yarusi and
Ince each made 10, Dugan had eight
and Stewart made seven.

The Farmers’ defense obviously
did an outstanding job, holding the
Blue Devils’ offense to just nine rush-
ing yards in the first half and only 11
in the second half. Blue Devil quar-
terback Nick DeRosa completed two
passes in 13 attempts for 14 yards –
both in the first half. The Blue Devils’
offense went three-and-out in all but
one of their second-half possessions.

Aside from Rogers’ interception,
DeRosa’s nine-yard reception to wide
receiver Ryan Sharkey assisted on
Bonard’s field goal, which gave the
Blue Devils a 3-0 lead.

As fate would have it, with time
running out in the half, the Farmers
rolled with a 17-yard gain from Lee
and a 15-yard reception by wide re-
ceiver Anthony Goncalves that placed
the ball on the Westfield 19. Then,

Harper slipped past a Blue Devil
safety and was alone in the end zone
when he caught his first touchdown
pass with 48 seconds left.

After the Blue Devils went three-
and-out to begin the second half, the
Farmers gained possession on their
39-yard line and marched to the
Westfield 37 where Melody deliv-
ered a short pass over center to Harper,
who then cut left down the sideline to
pay dirt with 4:14 left in the quarter.

“We played a tremendous defen-
sive game. I think we are making a lot
of progress,” said Stewart. “We let up
two times and, those two times we let
up, it cost us big. We stopped the
option pretty well. They just burned
us with two pretty good pass plays.
We talk about finishing all the time.
It’s just unfortunate, with just a mat-
ter of seconds left when we are win-
ning. It’s a huge momentum shift
when you go into the half losing in-
stead of winning.”

Looking ahead, Stewart said, “We
have two tough games coming up but
they are very winnable games. Our
conference is strange this year. Any-
body can beat anybody. It’s just a
matter of coming out to win. Who
wants to win more?”
Westfield 0 3 0 0 3
Union 0 7 7 0 14
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DESIRING TO GET A LEG UP ON THE COMPETITION…The Blue Devil girls placed second to Cranford in the
Watchung Conference National Division championship race at Warinanco Park in Roselle.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO GET THE JOB DONE…The Blue Devil defensive line awaits the next play in the game against the Union
Farmers on October 21.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHALLENGING THE FRONTRUNNER…Raider sophomore Cassy Valdes,
left tails Cougar frontrunner Laura Gallo near the one-mile point. Valdes finished
second.

FANWOOD                $489,900

This home sits on nearly an acre of property at the edge of the Ash Brook Golf Course.  Enter into the dramatic,
double-high glass entry which invites you into this great floor plan featuring a gracious living room, vaulted ceiling &
elevated white brick wood burning fireplace.  The eat-in kitchen and dining room provide a great view of the park-like
backyard.  Master bedroom with a newer master bath & walk-in closet.  Included are 3 additional bedrooms, 2 newer
full baths, family room and much more.  The quiet, tree lined horseshoe street offers serenity and comfort . . . and
is just moments from NY transportation.  DIR: Raritan Rd to Donsen Lane #6  (052000662)

SCOTCH PLAINS                                                                                           $439,900
A must see!  A lovely home featuring three bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, hardwood floors, eat-in kitchen, spacious family
room / dining room with cathedral ceiling.  Living room has a wood burning fireplace and built-ins.  Newly finished
basement and many other upgrades throughout.  Near schools & NYC bus.  DIR: Westfield Rd. to Lyde Pl. #2089
(052000629)

SCOTCH PLAINS $899,000

Fully updated three bedroom, two full bath Ranch on landscaped corner lot.  Low maintenance all brick exterior.
Beautiful living room with picture window and wood burning fireplace.  Spacious, recently updated dining room
and kitchen with ceramic tile.  Hardwood floors throughout.  Large fully finished basement with 2nd fireplace and
full bath.  Newer central air, furnace & much more.  Move right in to this lovely home! (052000651)

Open House: Sun. 10/30  12-4PM

Open House: Sun. 10/30  12-4PMFully Updated Ranch

WESTFIELD
$829,000

Exclusive!
New Construction:

 To Be Built

Homes by Rapuano Realty Investments, Inc.

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four
bedrooms, formal living and dining
rooms, family room with fireplace, de-
signer kitchen with granite countertops,
hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement,
walk-up attic, 2 1/2-3 baths and
Hardi-Plank (TM) exterior with ma-
sonry accents.  Call Ralph for more
information at 908-591-6283.
(052000589)

Happy Halloween!


