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PERRELLA WINS IN 15:43, ONE SECOND OFF RECORD

Blue Devil XC Boys Capture
Watchung Conference Crown

By Q. T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jeff Perrella was flying solo after
the first mile and crossed first in a
near course record time of 15:43 to
lead the Westfield High School boys
cross-country team to the Watchung
Conference (WC) National Division
title on the 3.2-mile course at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on Octo-
ber 20. The course record of 15:42
was set in 1998 by Cranford’s Tim
Styler, now coaching the Cougars.

Perrella easily shook the monkey
off his back – Cougar Joe McKenney
– after the first mile and zoomed down
the shoot toward the finish line with no
competitor in sight. McKenney finally
crossed 54 seconds later with a time of
16:37. By comparison, last year (Oc-
tober 21), McKenney, on his 16th birth-
day, beat out Perrella by one second,
16:04-16:05, to win the WC individual
title, then also placed first in the Union
County race while Perrella crossed
second.

Perrella’s time, however, was a
Westfield High School record on that
course.

“It was around the two-mile point
that I began to pull away from him,”
said Perrella. “I came in here with a

goal of running 15:50. I didn’t know
if I could even get under 16 minutes,
so I kept pushing myself and was
thinking 15:50 all the way. I let up
around the two-and-a-half point and I
said, ‘What am I doing, Jeff? What
am I doing?’ I was starting to feel
tired and was hurting a little bit, so I
said, ‘15:50 Jeff! 15:50!’ I tried to run
after that as hard as I could.”

Perrella also has to wrestle with his

considering which college to select –
Yale, William and Mary or Cornell
University. “Right now, it’s pretty
much neck-and-neck among those
three. I am visiting Cornell this week-
end and I have visited the other two
already. After this visit, I will put
everything into perspective.”

The key to the team victory, how-
ever, was Westfield’s ability to place

Lady Blue Devils Grab Fourth
State Group 4 Tennis Crown

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After handily grabbing the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 title on
October 17, the Westfield High School
girls’ tennis team captured the
NJSIAA/Thor Guard Group 4 crown
with a victory over No.10 East
Brunswick on October 19 at Mercer
County Park in West Windsor.

The 21-0 Blue Devils, ranked No. 5
in The Star-Ledger, won four of five
flights to claim its fourth group title.
First, Blue Devil single player Nikki
Reich breezed through her match, stop-
ping East Brunswick’s Anne Tarasova,

6-4, 6-2, and junior Lane Maloney
(25-0) easily thumped Kristina Mehle,
6-2, 6-2, at third singles.

“I have been really happy with the
way the team played along with my
play,” said Maloney. “As to my game
plan, basically I like to hit the ball
hard and flat and deep, so that’s kind
of hard to return. Hopefully, I can
keep my undefeated title.”

The Blue Devils’ undefeated, 21-0,
first-doubles pair of Lisa Aliche and
Jessica Bender extinguished Lori
Seidman and Mirjam Jasiak, 6-1, 6-1.

“It really has been a very success-
ful year. All of us have really come

together. We’re very supportive of
each other and that’s one of the big-
gest reasons why we’re undefeated,”
said senior Co-Captain Bender.
“We’re very encouraging and we all
have the same goals and determina-
tions; therefore, I believe we may be
able to accomplish our goal of win-
ning states. As to the match, Aliche’s
strengths are probably her serves and
she has a good net game, while I have
the big forehand and my ground
strokes are pretty big. We carry each
other through to each point we serve
up. Together, we’re pretty much un-

HAMBLETON, BENCIVENGO EXHAUST COUGARS

Soccer Raiders Wear Down
Cranford Girls, 2-0, in UCT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Allie Hambleton and Alana
Bencivengo both hit the mark two
minutes apart in the first half to guide
the fourth-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ soccer
team to a 2-0 victory over Cranford in
the quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament at Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights on
October 23.

“The last couple of years, we didn’t
have much luck in the quarterfinals,
but today they came out very deter-
mined. They have been playing well
and they’re ready to go,” said Raider
Head Coach Kevin Ewing. “We wanted
to play aggressive, play the ball to feet,
play good possession and really put
pressure on their defense. That was
our plan and I think we did that today.
We had a lot of shots, (16) and a good
number of corner kicks. Hambleton
and Kelly Rigano really have stepped
it up the past several weeks by control-

ling things, along with midfielders
Lisa Camarda. Also, Meaghan Kelly,
Colleen LaForge, Julie Meurer and
Kim Appezalo. They control the
midfield and that’s the difference.
They’re really stepping up to the task
and it’s a real team effort.”

Early on, the Raiders made the
Cougars nervous by hustling up and
down field, winning 50-50 balls and
wrecking Cranford’s offensive game
plan. Junior goalie Lauren Mains,
although not threatened much
throughout the game, made five out-
standing saves when it really counted.

With both teams professing a strong
offensive philosophy, something had
to give and the Raiders succeeded.
With 20 minutes remaining in the
first half, junior midfielder Hambleton
ripped a shot from 25-yards out into
the upper right hand corner of the net.

“We knew that Cranford is one of
the best teams in the county. We played
them last week, came up with a big
win and I think that helped us,” said

Hambleton. “Whenever we had the
ball, our goal was to get it into the net.
That was everyone’s mentality and it
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COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday,  October 30th  •  1-4PM

14 Fields Lane, Scotch Plains
Beautiful Colonial in desirable Stirling Chase. This home features
4 bedrooms and 2 ½ baths. The first floor layout has a wonderful
flow for great entertaining. The Eat-In Kitchen opens to a Family
Room with fireplace. Sliders open to deck overlooking in ground
pool. There is a laundry room on the first floor. The second floor
has a large Master Bedroom with large closets as well as three
nice sized bedrooms. Professional landscaping adds to the beauty
of this home. Offered at $799,000 WSF0917

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

LOLA REED
Sales Associate
Cell: 908-313-0109

Westfield Office  •  209 Central Avenue  •  908-233-5555

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEMONSTRATING A SIGN OF UNITY…The Blue Devil varsity boys extend their hands in a show of unity prior to the
Watchung Conference championship race. The Blue Devils were victorious.

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

weichert.com

Open House: Sun. 10/30  12-4PM

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite David in,
and he’ll bring results!

David Ackerman

Call For
More Information!

WESTFIELD . . . This beautiful well maintained home is on a
tree lined street only a short distance to 3 parks.  It features an
updated kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths and offers plenty of
room for a growing family.  Resurfaced oak floors glow in the
bright living and dining rooms.  A large sunny family room,
laundry room and 1/2 bath are on the ground level.  A privacy
fence surrounds a landscaped level backyard.  DIR: Central Ave.
to Cambridge rt on Boynton #1435. $633,900 (052000668)

Radiating elegance, this Cranford Center Hall Colonial envelops 
you with a classic ambiance derived from hardwood floors,  
moldings, archways & sun-catching windows. Entertain gra-
ciously in the living room with fireplace & formal dining room 
with walk-in bay window. Warming your heat are lovely private 
spaces including a family room and newer eat-in kitchen. The 
master bedroom with side-by-side wall closets, main bath and  
generous bedrooms craft a delightful second floor. Enhancing 
this handsome setting is a marvelous backyard with deck a rec 
room with built-ins and a picturesque cul-de-sac location. Pre-
sented for $649,500. Dir: Brookside to Orchard to Indian Spring 

 

For additional information or your private tour call... 
 

         Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 
           (908) 233-6417, Direct Dial 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977 - 2004               

 
 
 

              Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, W. · (908) 233-0065 

Open Sunday 1:00—4:00 

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STATE GROUP 4 TENNIS CHAMPIONS…The Westfield girls’ tennis team clinched its fourth NJSIAA/Thor Guard
Group 4 title on October 19. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Jessica Bender, Lane Maloney and Lindsay Goldberg;
back row, Rachel Louie, Nikki Reich, Lisa Aliche, Meredith Kender, Kim Morawski and head coach Ed Tirone.

Happy Halloween!


