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Workshop to Explore Beliefs
About Sex and Marriage

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Spiritual
Growth Team at the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church will hold a study
workshop to explore Christian and
Biblical beliefs about sex and mar-
riage, including the do’s and don’ts
and the mystery, temptation, positive
feelings and negativity behind it all.

Sessions will take place on Wednes-
day, November 2, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. or
Thursday, November 3, from 9:30 to 11
a.m. A half hour of refreshments and
fellowship will precede each workshop.

Participants will deliberate on
whether there really is anything
wrong with sex before marriage, the
do’s and don’ts and the mystery,
positive feelings and negativity, and
how the subject is broached through-
out history and the Bible.

The Reverend Diane Curtis, In-
terim Pastor of Willow Grove, will
lead this study/discussion, based on
a chapter in the book “Searching
Issues” by Nicky Gumbel.

Babysitting will be available in
the Children’s Ark if requested in
advance. Individuals are asked to
inform the church if they will need
childcare and the ages of the chil-
dren coming so appropriate activi-
ties can be planned for them.

The Willow Grove Church is lo-

cated at 1961 Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains. Anyone interested in attend-
ing the workshop is asked to call the
church office during morning hours,
Monday through Friday, at (908) 232-
5678, e-mail wilgrv@netzero.com or
visit www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

Pancake Breakfast
On Tap This Sunday
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Lions Club will once again
hold a pancake breakfast on Sunday,
October 30, from 8 a.m. to noon at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, lo-
cated at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.

This “all-you-can-eat” breakfast
will include pancakes, eggs, ham and
sausage, as well as juice, coffee, tea
and milk. The cost is $6; children
under age six may attend for free.

Tickets may be purchased at the
door or in advance from a Lions Club
member. Proceeds from Lions
fundraisers such as this one are dis-
tributed to local charities, commu-
nity activities, and area organizations
that serve the blind and visually im-
paired. For more information, please
call Pancake Breakfast Chairman Ron
Kelly at (908) 753-8218.

HAZAK Group to Host
Big Band Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel’s HAZAK group will
present a talk by Dr. Steven Marcone
on “The Big Band Era” that will in-
clude audience participation and mu-
sical examples at 1 p.m. on Wednes-
day, November 9.

Dr. Marcone is Professor of Music,
Director of Graduate Studies and
Coordinator of the Music Manage-
ment Program at William Paterson
University in Wayne.

He will discuss the stylistic differ-
ences of bands of that era due to race,
location and other influences. Audio
and video highlights will include per-
formances by Duke Ellington, Count
Basie, Benny Goodman and Harry
James, among others.

All are welcome to attend this event,
offered free of charge, and refresh-
ments will be served. Reservations
are required and may be made by
calling (908) 889-1830. Congrega-
tion Beth Israel is located at 18 Sha-
lom Way in Scotch Plains.

This program is being offered
through the Horizon Speakers Bu-
reau of the New Jersey Council for
the Humanities, a state partner of the
National Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

Wisdom’s Light to Present
Forum on Intelligent Design
WESTFIELD – The public is in-

vited to a discussion of “Intelligent
Design: Good or Bad Theology?” on
Tuesday, November 8, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Coe Fellowship Room of the First
Congregational Church of Westfield,
located at 125 Elmer Street.

An alternative theory to neo-Dar-
winian Evolution, Intelligent Design
suggests that the development of com-
plex objects like the human eye can-
not be described by evolution. Rather,
such objects are designed as a single
complex system. The theory maintains
that there must be an intelligent de-
signer inherent in creation.

This discussion will give participants
an opportunity to explore the underly-

ing principles of Intelligent Design and
ask whether it is good or bad theology.

Finally, attendees will be asked
whether Intelligent Design should
be included in the public school sci-
ence curriculum or its social studies
curriculum. People of any faith, as
well as those who do not practice a
faith, are welcome to attend the dis-
cussion.

This session is sponsored by
Wisdom’s Light, a ministry of the
Reverend John Mills, a co-convener
of the United Church of Christ Sci-
ence and Technology Network and a
United Church of Christ representa-
tive to the Ecumenical Roundtable on
Religion and Science.

The opinions expressed in the ses-
sion are solely those of the ministry
and may not be those of the host church.
Reverend Mills may be reached at
wislit@worldnet.att.net.

Giant Book Sale Kicks Off
Sunday at St. Paul’s Church

GET SOME GOOD READS…Members of St. Paul’s Choir of Men, Girls and
Boys set up for the Friends of Music’s Giant Book Sale. Pictured, from left to right,
are: Front row, Kyle Aslin and Michael Eilbacher, and back row, Elizabeth
Antonelli, Morgan Bunting, Elise Moore and Josephine LaCosta.

WESTFIELD – The Friends of
Music at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield will hold its annual Gi-
ant Book Sale this Sunday, October
30, from 1 to 5 p.m., and Monday,
October 31, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Bag
Day will be Tuesday, November 1,

from 9 a.m. until noon.
 Thousands of books will be avail-

able in all categories of paperback and
hardback fiction and nonfiction, plus
audio books, videos, software, com-
pact discs, DVDs, puzzles and children’s
books. Proceeds  will support musical
programs, concerts and activities at St.
Paul’s Church.

Books and other items are being
accepted in the Parish Hall from 3 to
9 p.m. through tomorrow, Friday,
October 28. To access the Parish Hall,
please use the Euclid Avenue drive-
way entrance. The church is unable to
accept donations of textbooks, maga-
zines, encyclopedias, records or
Reader’s Digest condensed books.

For more details, please call (908)
232-8506, extension no. 10, or e-mail
parishoffice@stpaulswestfield.org.
St. Paul’s Church is located at 414
East Broad Street, opposite the
Westfield Municipal Building.

Calvary Lutheran to Hold
‘Songs and Sweets’ Benefit

CRANFORD – On Sunday, Octo-
ber 30, the Calvary Lutheran Church,
located at 108 Eastman Street in
Cranford, will present “Songs and
Sweets,” a benefit concert.

The program will include sacred
music by Mozart, Mendelsohn and
others, as well as opera scenes and
other popular music.  A dessert recep-
tion following the concert will give
audience members a chance to meet
the singers, many of whom are pro-
fessional opera performers.

Performers will include sopranos
Valerie Bernhardt, Lorraine Ernest
and Len-Yin Jao; tenors Gary Pate
and Jeremy Blossey, and bass Kevin
Pruner. Calvary members Peg
Bernhardt and Peggy Glendenning
will join them.Also contributing to
the afternoon’s music will be the
jazz group QED Quartet. Laurie
Clancy of Westfield will be the ac-
companist.

Proceeds from the 3 p.m. concert
will benefit Lutheran World Relief
and Calvary’s music program. Rever-
end Carol Lindsay is Pastor. Len-Yin
Jao is the church’s Music Director.

Tickets, at $10 each, will be sold at
the door and also may be ordered  in
advance by calling the church office
at (908) 276-2418.

First Baptist to Hold
Festival on Sunday

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Octo-
ber 30, at noon, the First Baptist
Church of Westfield will host a Har-
vest Festival in its downstairs Harvey
Hall. The event will include a ca-
tered lunch, pie-baking contest,
pumpkin carving and painting for
the children, plus a video presenta-
tion by Paul Wilkes, an authority on
church excellence.

The festival will serve as a kickoff
to First Baptist’s annual Steward-
ship Campaign, which this year will
feature the theme “It’s Already In
Your Heart.” There is no fee to at-
tend, no obligation, and all are in-
vited.

The church is located at 170 Elm
Street. For more information, please
call (908) 233-2278 or e-mail
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

B’nai B’rith Couples
To Dine at Iberia

COUNTY – The B’nai B’rith Mar-
ried Couples Unit (40+) will meet for
dinner at the Iberia Peninsula Restau-
rant, located on Ferry Street in New-
ark, on Sunday, November 6, at 5 p.m.

The cost of the dinner will be di-
vided evenly among those attending,
with a separate bar bill. Non-members
also are welcome to attend.  Interested
persons are asked to respond by call-
ing Elaine at (908) 232-0062 by Fri-
day, November 4.See it all on the Web!

www.goleader.com

240-44 North Avenue, Westfield • 908-233-2726
Across from the train station

www.salonvisagewestfield.com

1st Annual Cut-A-Thon
Sunday, November 6, 2005

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Salon Visage is 

happy to announce

our  1st Annual 

Cut-A-Thon to 

benefit the 

100% of the proceeds from this

event will be donated to this

very worthy organization. 

DONATIONS

Cut & Style – $25

Skin Services – $25
(on select services)

All proceeds will support the College Woman’s Club Of Westfield.

College Woman’s

Club Of Westfield.

Officials, Constituents
Should Maintain Civility
By REV. DR. DARLA DEE

TURLINGTON

I remember my first course in civ-
ics. It was at Gainesville High School,
Florida, in the mid 1960s, and it was
a class on U.S. Government and Poli-
tics. We learned about the three
branches of government and two-
party system, tracing the emergence
of these two ideas in the formation of
America.

Of all the concepts introduced in
that course, one has lingered in my
mind almost nostalgically. “Noblesse
oblige” was the phrase used for it.
The founding Fathers (and the moth-
ers beside or behind them) had a
noblesse oblige mentality. They were
privileged citizens who felt respon-
sible for the common good. John D.
Rockefeller has described it this way:
“every right implies a responsibility;
every opportunity, an obligation; ev-
ery possession, a duty.”

The concept was attractive, con-
verted no doubt by my teenage ideal-
ism into far more sacrificial and gen-
erous behavior than the founders ac-
tually portrayed. Nevertheless, I find
it striking that the first president of
the United States refused his salary,
early presidents hosted other govern-
ment representatives at their own ex-
pense, and that those first serving in
Congress received only a per diem
when in session.

True, on these terms, only those
with other sources of income could
afford to serve in public office. But on
these terms, they served out of public
interest, spending private resources
on behalf of the young country they

were shaping. Politics was public ser-
vice, not a business of its own.

You can perceive right away why
the idea lingers in me nostalgically,
as something once real, now gone,
but longed for. It seems today that if
wealthy political figures spend their
own money, it is to run a campaign
and win an election, not to provide
statesmanship for the country. If po-
litical figures feel obliged, it is to the
special interest groups that helped
put them in office.

When political figures speak of the
public good, we wonder what party
line they are trying to make appeal-
ing. And the common view of politi-
cians seldom portrays them as honor-
able, much less noble.

There’s no going back to that earlier
mindset, but citizens can insist that
government leadership remain an hon-
orable profession. And we can be sure
that civics be civil. When you decide
who to vote for in this year’s elections,
consider that those asking to represent
the public in government should be
civic-minded in their concerns and
civil in their speech and demeanor.

And whenever you, Joe or Jane
Citizen, raise your voice in public
discourse, whether at a town meeting
or in an editorial, demand the same
standard of yourself. Model a civic-
minded spirit that places common
good ahead of personal interest, and
choose to behave courteously and
speak politely. Let’s return to civility.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Turlington is Senior Pas-

tor of the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.


