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Electronic Equipment, Tires
To Be Collected October 29
KENILWORTH – Union County

will sponsor a free recycling event
for electronics and automobile tires
on Saturday, October 29, so county
residents can discard tires, comput-
ers and other electronic equipment.
The collection will take place from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Schering-Plough
Corporation, located at 2000 Gal-
loping Hill Road in Kenilworth.

Electronic equipment that will be
accepted includes computer parts,
printers, scanners, speakers, TV’s,
VCR’s, fax machines, telephones and

circuit boards.
Residents are to drive to the site

with their equipment and as many as
eight automobile tires without rims.
Workers will unload vehicles. Pre-
registration is not required.

Refrigerators, washers and dryers,
microwaves and air conditioners will
not be accepted. A complete list of
the materials that will be accepted is
available at www.ucnj.org/oem.

The collection will be held rain or
shine. For more information, please
call (908) 654-9889.
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Please share your questions or concerns, 908-233-5421.
AudreyforCouncil@Yahoo.com

TOP LEVEL ENDORSEMENT…Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, mayoral
candidate for election November 8, receives endorsement from former Governor
Tom Kean, Sr. last Friday. Pictured, left to right, are: Senator Tom Kean, Jr.,
Mayor Skibitsky and Governor Kean.

Best Kept Secret In WF Is
Direct Train to NYC by 2011

by Tom Jardim, DEM
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Do you want to know the best kept
secret in Westfield? It’s that, perhaps
as early as 2011, Westfield and all the
towns along the Raritan Valley Rail
Line will have direct train service
into Manhattan. And I’m proud to
have played an important role in get-
ting that accomplished.

In the spring of 1997, while mayor
of Westfield, I started a group called
the Raritan Valley Line Commuter
Coalition. It was a small group at
first, made up of mostly Westfielders,
but it also included some commuter-
residents of Fanwood, Scotch Plains
and Plainfield.

The group had a tremendous im-
pact. First, in October 1997, we sent
a 40-page report to New Jersey Tran-
sit detailing the Commission’s short,
medium and long-term goals and ob-
jectives to improve the Raritan Valley
Line. The group’s primary goal was
direct service to New York Penn Sta-
tion, eliminating transfers at Newark
Penn Station. Other issues in the re-
port included having same-platform
transfers at Newark Penn Station,
scheduling changes, conditions at
Newark Penn Station, communica-
tion, and commuter amenities.

Then, in late 1997, with the urging,
foresight and leadership of then-Con-
gressman Bob Franks, the Coalition
was expanded to include all of the 19
stations and every surrounding town
along the line.

Finally, in 1998, New Jersey Tran-
sit declared the “Year of the Raritan
Valley Line.” Along with this desig-

nation came numerous improvements,
including new rail cars for the Raritan
Valley Line, better announcements
both on board and at stations, the in-
stallation of ticket vending machines
at all stations (Westfield was one of the
first stations in the state to receive
these machines), improved lighting
and signage for Westfield station and
additional express trains between
Westfield and Newark Penn Station.

I have served on the board of the
(now named) Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition since I created it in 1997,
and I am currently the vice-chairman
for the organization. And throughout
its existence, the RVRC has never
lost sight of its primary mission: get-
ting a one-seat ride into Manhattan,
with no need to change trains or plat-
forms in Newark Penn Station. We
did this through constant lobbying of
legislators, cajoling of New Jersey
Transit officials and insisting that both
federal and state elected officials
throughout New Jersey go on record
as supporting this important project.

Now I am proud to say that our hard
work all those years has finally paid
off. In May of this year, New York
Governor George Pataki endorsed the
construction of two new rail tunnels
under the Hudson River, and with this
support, the last major obstacle to the
planning and construction of these
tunnels was overcome.

When these tunnels are built, NJ
Transit’s capacity for train service
into New York will double, thus al-
lowing a one-seat ride into Manhat-
tan on the Raritan Valley line and
other rail lines in the New Jersey
Transit system. Just last month, the
New Jersey Transit board of directors
authorized the planning and develop-
ment of dual mode electric/diesel rail
cars to be used on the Raritan Valley
Line once the new trans-Hudson tun-
nels are completed in about 2011. In
the interim, beginning in 1997, com-
muters will have a “same-platform
transfer” (on Track 1) on morning
trains at Newark Penn Station.

Back in 1997, when we created the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition and
called for a one-seat ride into Man-
hattan for Westfield’s train commut-
ers, the critics and naysayers claimed
it couldn’t be done, it was too expen-
sive and it wouldn’t happen in our
lifetime. They were wrong. And that’s
not just good for commuters but, as
New Jersey’s Transit’s Mid-Town
Direct Service demonstrated, it’s good
news for all property-owners in
Westfield.

As mayor of Westfield, my effort to
improve the train commute for
Westfield’s residents produced real
results. I hope you give me the chance
to again deliver results for Westfield.

Dentist Offers Help for
Victims of Katrina

As an active member of the American
Association of Orthodontists (AAO), it
has come to my attention that there are
hurricane victims displaced right here in
the Union County area. The AAO is urging
fellow members to make themselves avail-
able to assist these individuals who are in
need of braces or orthodontic appliances. I
ask these patients to contact us to help
them during their time of need. I am more
than willing to help those patients who
have relocated to Union County and need
to continue their orthodontic treatment.

Personally, my own family has been
directly affected by this natural disaster –
my daughter, a Tulane University senior,
evacuated just prior to Hurricane Katrina.
My compassion for their plight has no
limit.

My staff and I are available to assist
any families in this predicament. Please
call my office to arrange a convenient
time at (908) 232-2203.

Patricia Thrower
Westfield

Letter to the Editor

Enforcement And Innovation
Leads to Safer Roads

By: Mayor Andy Skibitsky, GOP
Candidate for Westfield Mayor

Despite increased traffic volume in
Westfield over the past few years, all
indications are that our roads have
become safer for drivers and for pe-
destrians. During my service as mayor
and on the town council, I have taken
a leadership role in improving traffic
safety.

As the former chairman of the
Council’s Traffic Safety Committee,
I had the opportunity to work with
citizens, law enforcement officials
and other traffic professionals to
implement innovative measures to
slow traffic and to encourage drivers
and pedestrians to obey traffic regu-
lations. Recent statistics show that
these efforts are producing tangible
results. In fact, accident rates were
down 10 percent over the past year,
and accidents with injuries were at
their lowest rate in five years.

Over the last four years, moving
violations have nearly doubled, while
Driving While Intoxicated arrests
have tripled. In fact, our municipal
court has increased its number of
monthly sessions by 50 percent be-
cause of our emphasis on increased
enforcement.

I know that the best way to solve a
problem in Westfield is to find inno-
vative ways to enable residents to
become part of the solution, which is
why I spearheaded the creation of
two initiatives that encourage citizen
participation. First, we introduced and
implemented a neighborhood traffic
enforcement program called TEAM.
This initiative allows residents to at-
tend training on radar equipment.
They then monitor traffic in their
neighborhood and report the license
plate number of any speeding vehicle
to Detective Perrotta, the director of
TEAM. She sends a letter to the owner
of the vehicle advising them of their
excess vehicle speed.

This is a great way to remind motor-
ists to pay better attention to their speed.
More than 50 town residents have vol-

unteered to participate in this effort.
The police department has sent hun-
dreds of letters to offending drivers.

I was also instrumental in estab-
lishing the town’s Traffic Safety
Hotline. Residents who witness a
potentially unsafe traffic condition
can call the Hotline number, 789-
6039. This information goes directly
to Detective Perrotta, who has the
authority to investigate residents’
complaints and to take prompt ac-
tion. Recently, residents in the
Tamaques School district used the
hotline to provide the police depart-
ment with information that helped
identify and, ultimately, ticket a driver
who repeatedly sped in their neigh-
borhood. Citizen involvement is an
essential element in changing driving
habits in Westfield.

Another innovation that I helped
bring to Westfield is the driver feed-
back signs (also known as radar boxes).
These devices provide motorists with
an instant reminder of their speed,
while also accumulating information
about vehicle speeds on our streets.
The town has three boxes in service
that are rotated throughout Westfield.
Both neighborhood residents and po-
lice have noticed safer driving habits
in the areas where the boxes are lo-
cated. As mayor, I will make sure that
we properly fund for the purchase of
additional feedback signs.

I will continue to emphasize pe-
destrian safety, especially for the
town’s schoolchildren. I have been
working with the Board of Education
to ensure adequate crossing-guard
coverage and to identify and commu-
nicate as to the safest walking routes
to schools.

There is no single solution to im-
proving traffic and pedestrian safety.
I have been instrumental in devising
our multi-faceted approach to enhanc-
ing the safety of our streets and neigh-
borhoods. While we have much work
left to be done, the objective evidence
showing that Westfield streets are
becoming safer is heartening.

Bramnick Leading Trip To
Holocaust Museum

AREA — Sen. Tom Kean, Jr., Asm.
Eric Munoz and Asm. Jon  Bramnick
(LD-21) are sponsoring a trip for high-
school seniors to the United States
Holocaust Museum in Washington
D.C. on Friday, November 11.

Asm. Bramnick will lead the trip.
The legislators have sponsored this
trip the past three years and received
positive feedback from students and
chaperones.

The trip is open to two seniors from
each of the high schools in the 21st
district, which includes Berkeley
Heights, Chatham Township,
Cranford, Garwood, Harding, Long
Hill Township, Madison, Millburn,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Short Hills, Springfield,
Summit, Warren, Watchung and
Westfield.

“We are excited to be providing
this unique opportunity for some of
the area’s finest students in our dis-
trict,” noted Asm. Bramnick. “I be-
lieve that trips of this nature help
foster a well-rounded education for

today’s youth.”
Students interested in attending

should contact their principal or so-
cial studies supervisor for more in-
formation. Students selected must
complete a parental permission slip
from their school, which will then
be forwarded to the Westfield legis-
lative office.
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N0VEMBER 8TH IS ELECTION DAY. PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE.

Holding the line on taxes.
Controlling overdevelopment.

Improving communication.
PAID FOR BY LEUTHOLD FOR COUNCIL, DOUG STOKES, TREASURER, 526 DOWNER STREET, WESTFIELD, NJ.


