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Garwood BOE Member
Arrested In Cranford

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader

GARWOOD –Garwood Board-of-
Education member Monty Brown was
arrested on October 9 by Cranford
police for possession of marijuana
and paraphernalia,  which found to be
a wooden marijuana pipe, according
to Cranford Chief of Police Steven
Wild.

Police said the arrest occurred at
9:53 p.m. at the intersection of North
Union and Springfield Avenues in
Cranford.

Mr. Brown has been a member of
the Garwood Board of Education for
more than three years. He is currently
serving his second term.

 “The reason he was stopped was
because he was accelerating to a point
where he was causing his tires to

screech,” said Chief Wild. He was
released pending an initial court date
of October 17, which has been post-
poned.

“The Board of Education has no
jurisdiction to take any action with
respect to this matter,” said Superin-
tendent of Schools, Dr. William
Murphy. “The matter is properly be-
fore the municipal court, where it will
be examined and resolved.”

In the interim, Mr. Brown has
chosen to remain on the board as
opposed to take a temporary leave,
as he waits for an alternative court
date.

“The board of education will con-
tinue to strongly support our anti-
drug policies we have in place and
our education programs on drug
awareness,” said Dr. Murphy.

Westfield
Wednesday, October 19, Pamela

Marel, 25, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested in the 100 block of West
Dudley Street and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated during an in-
vestigation of a motor vehicle acci-
dent. No injuries were reported.
Marel was released to a responsible
individual.

Wednesday, October 19, Jon
Lynch, 38, of Cranford was arrested
at the Hudson County Correctional
Facility on outstanding warrants
from Westfield, for $500, and New-
ark, for $200. He was transported to
the Union County jail.

Wednesday, October 19, Wayne
Allen, 44, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with criminal attempt,
theft, and possession of a burglary
tool after he was caught by police
allegedly cutting the chain on a bi-
cycle with a pair of bolt cutters at the
south side Westfield train station lot.
Bail had not been set.

Thursday, October 20, Valentina
Nowak, 26, of Springfield was ar-
rested at East Broad and Elmer
Streets and charged with driving
while intoxicated and refusal to take
a breathalyzer test. She was released
to a responsible individual.

Thursday, October 20, Dunellen
police arrested Sharon Patrick, 42,
of Piscataway on an active Westfield
contempt-of-court warrant for $300.
She was placed in the custody of
Westfield police.

Saturday, October 22, two men
were arrested during a motor vehicle
stop at Livingston Street and East
South Avenue. Miguel A. Gonzalez,
3rd, 20, of Clifton was arrested on
two outstanding motor-vehicle war-
rants – one from West Paterson for
$254 and the other from Clifton for
$89. He was released on bail for
both. Carlos Sanchez, 18, of Eliza-
beth was charged with hindering ap-
prehension for allegedly providing
false information to police. He was
released on his own recognizance.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 18, Abraham

Avecillas, 44, of Mountainside was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop for driving with a suspended
license, police said.

Wednesday, October 19, Ernest
M. Jones, Jr., 23, of Rahway was
arrested and charged on an out-of-
state warrant from Gloucester
County, VA for conspiracy to dis-
tribute cocaine. Police said informa-
tion was received regarding the sus-
pect stating that he might be work-
ing at the Getty Station on Route 22
West.

Jones was arrested at the gas sta-
tion without incident and sent to the
Union County jail in Elizabeth.

Friday, October 21, John J.
Martino, 52, was stopped for having
no brake lights on his vehicle. He
was arrested and charged for an out-
standing warrant from Pequannock
Township in the amount of $164
following the motor vehicle stop.

Monday, October 24, the Postmas-
ter reported that sometime over the
weekend the windshields of two ve-
hicles parked in the post office lot
were broken. The incident is under
investigation.

Fanwood
Wednesday, October 19, Katherine

M. Beals, 28, of Newark was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road and South Avenue at
1:04 p.m. when a subsequent inves-
tigation revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Friday, October 21, Joseph F. Doll,
49, of Highland Lakes was stopped
for a motor vehicle violation on South
Avenue at 11:54 a.m. Police said a
subsequent check revealed outstand-
ing warrants; the subject was ar-
rested.

Sunday, October 23, Dione Green,
43, of Plainfield was arrested at the
intersection of King Street and
Pandick Court at 4 a.m. and charged
with driving while intoxicated.

Monday, October 24, Alfred O.
Wilkens, 50, of Hillside was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle
stop after it was revealed he had
outstanding warrants. The arrest
took place at the intersection of
South Avenue and Old South Av-
enue at 3:30 p.m.

POLICE BLOTTER

the southern edge, would necessitate
the demolition of two existing out-
buildings serving the house on
Martine Avenue.

A number of nearby homeowners
spoke about the application during
the two-and-a-half-hour hearing,
which will be continued on Monday,
November 28. Kevin and Amy Harper
of Inverness Drive, whose property is
at the corner of Martine Avenue,
voiced concerns about the effect of
the new development and specifically,
the new roadway on the value of their
home.

Mr. Harper said the new road would
“turn us into a peninsula,” surrounded
by roads on three sides. He also men-
tioned a lack of backyard privacy and
concerns about stormwater runoff
from the new roadway.

Several residents from Duncan
Drive, located east of the proposed
development, said that a brook divid-
ing their properties from the property
in question frequently floods during
storms and questioned how two new
homes could be built nearby a pos-
sible flood plain.

Alexander Smith of Martine Av-
enue also brought up traffic safety
concerns on the main street, given
that there could possibly be three
intersections with Martine Av-
enue —Inverness Drive, Cooper
Road and the new roadway —
within a few hundred feet of each
other.

While Mr. Kraus, at the outset of
his presentation, stressed his client’s
willingness to be flexible in adopt-
ing a final site plan, some board
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Neighbors Object
To Martine Development

members, at the end of the meeting,
questioned whether the plans being
discussed were fully thought out.

Michael Michalisin said, “The
applicant has not thought out-
s ide  the  box” in  address ing
neighbors’ concerns, especially
regarding the location of the new
roadway.

Board Engineer Thomas Quinn said
an obvious solution would be to raze
the existing house, shed and garage
and put the new roadway on the north-
ern side of the property, which would
also result in a shorter cul-de-sac,
leading to the two homes at the rear of
the property.

RAISING FUNDS…John Perrotta, center, chairman of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club’s 50/50 community raffle, and Joseph Qutub, left, past
president of the Rotary Club, hand over the first tickets for sale to Dr. Jim
Checchio. The raffle drawing will be held on Wednesday, December 7 at Pantagis
Renaisance Restaurant in Scotch Plains. The funds will benefit the restoration of
the historical Frazee House on Terrill Road. Raffle tickets can be purchased by
calling Mr. Perrotta at (908) 889-6581.

Council Remembers Zyla;
OKs Fees for PD Extra Duty

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Council members remembered the
late Police Chief Mark Zyla at their
regular  meeting on Tuesday evening,
a week and a half after Mr. Zyla’s
sudden death and seven days after his
funeral service, which was attended
by hundreds of police officers from
around New Jersey.

During her prayer to open the
council’s meeting, Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato offered a tribute
to Chief Zyla, saying that he “helped
make our community the wonder-
ful place it is today.” On behalf of
the council, she offered “our deep-
est sympathies” to Chief Zyla’s fam-
ily. “We miss him very badly,” Coun-
cilwoman Coronato said.

Mayor Martin Marks thanked Mrs.
Coronato for her remarks and said
that “our hearts are heavy.” Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins, who
appointed Chief Zyla to the
department’s top position in May
2004, said it is  “a very, very difficult
(time) for the township organiza-
tion, and, even more, so for the po-
lice department, who will miss the
chief.”

He noted that Chief Zyla, who
joined the department in 1983, “was
a friend (to many officers) before he
was the chief.” Last week, Mr. Atkins
named Capt. Brian Mahoney as Act-
ing Police Chief.

In other business,  during its meet-
ing, the council approved an ordi-
nance amendment that increases the
fees for extra-duty police assign-
ments. Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge
explained that township police offic-
ers are periodically needed by private

organizations and companies for such
duties as traffic control at construc-
tion sites and private activities.

The ordinance sets the hourly pay
rates for officers performing such
duties. The hourly rate for the July 1,
2005-June 30, 2006 period will be
$37; the rate for the following year
will increase to $38.60 and then to
$40.25 for the third year ending June
30, 2008.

Mr. Atkins informed the council
that one bid was received for the
house-to-house curbside recycling
program. Public Property Director
Walter DiNizo is reviewing the bid,
and Mr. Atkins said he hopes to have
a recommendation in the next few
weeks.

At the start of its meeting, the
council honored the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood eight-years-old-and-under
Tournament Baseball Team for its
summer season, during which it tri-
umphed in four separate tourna-
ments,  while compiling 22 victories
without a loss.

Resolutions were presented to Man-
ager Scott Rodgers, coaches Jerry
Lipshitz, Leo Danik and Scott Marino
and players Danny Babis, J.T. Beirne,
Connor Danik, Johnny DelSordi,
Danny Harcourt, Christian Isolda,
Ryan Jensen, Tyler Kovacs, Zach
Lipshitz, V.J. Makris, Matt Marino,
Kevin Maxwell, Ryan McSherry, Jef-
frey Rodgers and Garrett Zito. The
council also honored Scott Salmon
for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout
in the Boy Scouts of America.

The council’s next regular meet-
ing will be on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 9, a day later then usua,  due to
the Tuesday, November 8, elec-
tions.

SKIBITSKY
Listening. Working. Getting Results.

www.Andy2005.com

PROMISE KEPT:
SAFE STREETS.
PARKING IMPROVEMENTS.
3 Established the Traffic

Enforcement and

Management Program

which has reduced traffic

accidents to their lowest

level in five years.

3 Improved safety for our

school children by placing

more crossing guards at

local intersections.

3 Cut commuter parking

rates by 19%.

3 Installed new “10 Free

Minutes” parking meters

throughout town.

PAID FOR BY SKIBITSKY FOR MAYOR, 1121 PROSPECT ST., WESTFIELD, NJ, WILLIAM KELLY, TREASURER.
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DAUGHTER HOPE,
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SHANE AND DREW.

Making our 
streets safer—
for his family 

and yours.

Garwood Announces
Contest Winners

GARWOOD- The Garwood Pub-
lic Celebration Committee has an-
nounced the winners of the Hallow-
een house-decorating contest.

First place was awarded to 607
Center Street, second place went to
164 Myrtle Avenue and third place
went to 235 Willow Avenue.  Honor-
able Mention was given to 436 Sec-
ond Avenue.

Houlihan/Sid Fay
Dedication Set for Nov. 1

WESTFIELD — A ribbon cutting
ceremony will be held on Tuesday,
November 1 at 7 p.m. at Houlihan and
Sid Fay fields to celebrate comple-
tion of the Town of Westfield’s new
lighted synthetic turf fields. During
the ceremony, individuals and groups
who  supported the town-wide project
will be recognized for their dedica-
tion.

The public is invited to attend. Park-
ing will be available in the designated
parking lot next to the fields. The
ceremony will be held rain-or -hine
under the lights.

The Westfield Recreation Com-
mission and the Westfield Recre-
ation Department implemented the
project, supported by the youth ath-
letic organizations. The town coun-
cil, in the 2004 capital budget,
funded it.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said he
was happy with the proposed im-
provements, noting, “It’s an ugly, ugly
building.”

A resolution will also be on
tonight’s agenda to accept a $301,173
grant to help fund fraud investiga-
tions by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office. The grant is from
the New Jersey Division of Criminal
Justice, Office of the Insurance Fraud
Prosecutor.
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