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SP-F BOE Hears Test Scores,
Approves JV Hockey Team

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Thursday
night’s regularly scheduled Board of
Education public meeting featured
the district test results for the 2004-
2005 academic year. The board also
approved a junior varsity hockey
team with a vote of 7-1, in time to
begin tryouts for the new season.
The state-required Quality Assur-
ance Annual Report (QAAR) was
also presented.

Assistant Superintendent for Cur-
riculum, Instruction and Assessment
Dr. Margaret Hayes presented the
annual district assessment report to
the board. She explained that the as-
sessments include the grade 1 assess-
ment, New Jersey PASS for grade 2,
the Stanford Achievement Test for
grades 5 and 6 and the TerraNova
Multiple Assessment for grades 7, 9
and 10.

The first-grade assessment results
reflect that “first graders continue to
do well,” Dr. Hayes said, “with 97.1
percent passing math and 96.4 pass-
ing reading.” The NJ PASS grade 2
results were 95 percent passing math
and 91.2 percent passing language
arts. The district was above the na-
tional average for the Stanford test
for both grades 5 and 6, similar to the
TerraNova for grades 7, 9 and 10.

Dr. Hayes also explained the re-
sults for the state tests. The NJ ASK3

results were 93.3 percent in math,
which reflects a 3 percent decline,
and 96.6 percent passing mark in
language arts, a 2.3 percent increase
in scores over 2004. NJ ASK 4 score
for math was 96.7 percent, reflecting
a “tremendous increase” over last
years’ score of 89.5 percent. In lan-
guage arts, the district score was 96.8
percent, and in science it was 95.2
percent.

“Our five elementary schools have
met all 40 indicators for adequate
yearly progress in 2005,” Dr. Hayes
said.

The Grade Eight Proficiency As-
sessment (GEPA) results were slightly
decreased from last year; however,
the Adequate Yearly Progress bench-
marks for 2005 were met. Terrill
Middle School met 40 of 40 indica-
tors, and Park Middle School met 39
of 40 indicators in 2005. The one
missed indicator was in language arts
literacy for the racial subgroup ‘black
students,’ as reported by the New
Jersey Department of Education, of-
ficials said.

The High School Proficiency As-
sessment is an exam administered to
11th graders. State benchmarks were
also met for these exams, and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School met 40
of the 40 indicators for adequate
yearly progress. The district partici-
pates in national assessments, as well,
on a voluntary basis.

“We are slightly stronger in math
and science, rather than English and
history,” Dr. Hayes said.

Just in time for the Tuesday, No-
vember 15 tryouts, the board approved
a new junior varsity hockey team for
the high school. Dr Choye recom-
mended that the one-year team be
funded on a pay-to-play basis, as pro-
posed by the hockey association. In
effect, the team is self-funded by par-
ents.

“In the five years that I have been
on the board, I have never seen any-
thing like this. It’s been almost a year
since you have been here, and I com-
mend you,” board member Craig
Nowlin said.

Board President Linda Nelson was
the only member to vote against the
hockey team.

“My concern is not the costs but
that ultimately, future boards will have
the responsibility to pay for this. That
future board will have to look at class
size and so many academic programs
we would dream to have,” Ms. Nelson
said. “In my heart, I want to vote yes.
I’ve never voted no and gone against
the superintendent.”

The team will be a member of the
Floyd Hall JV League to ensure that
all goes as planned with budgeting
and costs. Almost 30 players attended
the first meeting held at the high
school to express their interest in the
team.

SP-F Teachers Demand
New Contract From BOE

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Approxi-
mately 325 teachers appeared at
Thursday night’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education regular
public meeting to demand a new con-
tract.

The meeting was held in the gym,
in anticipation of a large turnout from
the teachers. Many of the teachers
were wearing blue and white t-shirts
and carrying signs that said “No Con-
tract: Still Working. Always Caring:
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Educa-
tion Association(SPFEA) has been
working without a contract.”

Teachers formed a picket outside
of the administrative offices and
poured into the gymnasium to con-
front the board. During the period of
public comment, three teachers ad-
dressed the board.

Sanford Harlan, an art teacher at
Park Middle School, was the first.

“It is time for me to retire this year.
I have 36 years experience teaching
in the district, and I have never had a
contract come in on time. That is sad
to say. That is a fact,” he said.

Mr. Harlan, a resident of North
Plainfield, added, “These people are
the backbone of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood test scores. There have
been no negotiations, no give-and-
take. I would hate to see something
happen if you try to take away our
medical benefits. I would hate to
see a strike happen, like in
Middletown, where they put teach-
ers in jail.” The crowd responded
with approval.

Laurie Feinberg, a Fanwood resi-
dent and teacher in the district for 33
years, told the board. “In 1973, I
joined the picket lines. We are still
walking the picket lines. You can give
me pins and certificates, but I really
want a fair and equitable contract.”

Mary Lynn Cartwright, who has
been teaching special education in
the district for 19 years asked the
board: “Please end the contentious-
ness of the negotiations.”

Dominic Giordiano, first vice presi-
dent of the SPFEA, confirmed that
there were 325-plus teachers at the
meeting.

“I am glad to be here to support our
education community,” he said.

Fanwood resident Matthew
Mahoney spoke to the board after the
teachers made their group exit. He
said that he moved his family to
Fanwood for the excellent school
reputation but has friends who have
had to leave the district because of the
cost of property taxes. He said he
supports the teachers, but he also
feels that most people have to pay
high health insurance premiums.

“Too bad the mob didn’t stay. I
guess it’s a school day,” said Albert
Muller of Scotch Plains.

He agreed with Mr. Mahoney’s
comments about property taxes and
medical coverage and said Scotch
Plains has become too expensive,
largely due to the district’s school
budget.

Kathleen Meyer, public informa-
tion coordinator for the district, ex-
plained the teacher contract situa-
tion. “Teachers are currently working

on the previous contract, which ex-
pired on June 30. They are getting
paid and are still receiving benefits,”
she said. “According to the law, until
a “successor agreement” is negoti-
ated, then teachers operate under the
previous contract.”

One of the issues at the bargaining
table is the length of the next con-
tract. The previous contract was four
years. The board and SPFEA have
met once with mediators, and nego-
tiations are now at an impasse, Ms.
Meyer said. The board and the union
are waiting to schedule the second
mediation session.

“There are not many mediators
qualified to perform this type of me-
diation in New Jersey,” Ms. Meyer
said. “That is why it is taking so long.
However, nothing stops them from
meeting without a mediator.”

She indicated that, however, a non-
mediated meeting is not likely.

“This is the culture of the work-
place here in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district,” she com-
mented. “For years, there has been a
mindset that somehow they (the teach-

NOT HALLOWEEN…Hurricane Wilma battered the Florida Keys this week,
but Troop 33 Boy Scouts garbed as pirates enjoyed the majestic seas at the keys
this summer aboard the Sirena Del Mar.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MEETING THE GOVERNOR...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi anticipates
Governor Richard Codey’s arrival with Scotch Plains Democratic Chairman Ken
Lipstein in the background at a fundraiser in Westfield last Friday night.

County Board to OK Bid to Install
Signals at Westfield Intersection

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
freeholder board is scheduled to ap-
prove a bid tonight from a contractor
to install traffic signals at the inter-
section of East Broad Street, Central
Avenue and Mountain Avenue in
Westfield. Signal improvements will
also be made at Elm and East Broad
Streets.

The board is set to hire Tiffany
Electric, Inc., of Fairfield at a cost of
$676,000. The company will also add
a right-turn lane from Lake Avenue
onto Raritan Road in Clark.

County Engineer Jeff Sias told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times at the
board’s October 20 agenda meeting
that a pre-construction meeting with
officials will occur in late November.
He estimated that the work, including
road resurfacing after the signals are
installed, would be completed by
Memorial Day of next year.

In addition to new traffic signals,
the Westfield and Clark projects will
include replacing and upgrading road-
way signs, constructing new side-
walks and curbs and curb ramps.

The project will not include the
time sequencing of traffic signals

along Central Avenue to the Clark
border as requested by Westfield of-
ficials, said Mr. Sias. He said the
Westfield request was only made
recently after the project had already
been approved as part of the county’s
capital budget. He said the timing of
traffic signals would be discussed
for inclusion in the 2006 capital bud-
get.

The board is also expected to vote
tonight to accept a bid of $797,630 to
restore Cedar Brook Lake in
Plainfield. J.A. Alexander Inc. of
Bloomfield will drain the lake and
salvage fish in the lake by November
1. Cedar Brook will than be dredged
of around 4,630 cubic yards of sedi-
ment.

Mr. Sias said the lakebed would be
graded before it is refilled. The project
is the first of 10 lakes that will be
dredged as part of recommendations
in a study completed in the late 1990s
by F.X. Browne, an environmental
consulting firm based in Lansdale,
Pa. Echo Lake in Mountainside will
be the next waterway to be dredged,
said Mr. Sias. Echo Lake has some
42,000 cubic yards of sediment that
needs to be dredged to the increase
depth of the lake.

According to the county’s Depart-
ment of Public Information, Cedar
Brook Park was developed in 1925 by
the then Union County Parks Com-
mission.

Mr. Sias said Cedar Brook is the
smallest of the lakes on the list to be
dredged. He said the project would be
completed by June 2006.

The county is also set to renew a
contract with Horizon Health Care
of Newark for the county’s em-
ployee-flexible-spending plan.
Through this program, employees
can have funds deducted from their
paychecks before taxes during the
year to offset medical costs, accord-
ing to Finance Director Lawrence
Caroselli.

Freeholder Al Mirabella ques-
tioned why the program has not been
more popular with employees. Only
100 of the county’s employees took
part in the program, which, until this
past year, had not been offered to
county employees in eight or nine
years.

Mr. Caroselli said the county is
working to better educate employees
of the benefit. He took advantage of
the program to use $400 he had de-
ducted to pay for a pair of eyeglasses.
He said employees could also use the
funds to pay co-pays for out-of-pocket
medical costs.

The new contract will be effective
January 1 and run through the end of
2006.

The board also discussed renewing
a lease to house the county’ youth
service bureau at 1130 St. Georges
Avenue in Linden. Director of Hu-
man Services Frank Guzzo recom-
mended that the county enter into the
new month-to-month lease with
Morning Star Community Develop-
ment, the building’s new owner.

Freeholder Adrian Mapp ques-
tioned whether the increase in rent
was justified.

Mr. Guzzo said the lease hike is the
first increase the county has paid in
seven years. The new lease will be
$173,640 over 24 months, an increase
of $86,820 over the previous agree-
ment. He said the new owner has
promised to make significant im-
provements to the property.

Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!Fall Back!
Daylight Saving Time Ends
Sunday, October 30, 2 a.m.

Meghan Gill  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIVE US A CONTRACT…More than 300 members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education Association demonstrated
at last Thursday’s board-of-education meeting for a new contract. The union’s previous contract expired June 30.

Neighbors Object to Proposed
Martine Avenue Development

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board will continue a
hearing next month on a major subdi-
vision application for a Martine Av-
enue property that has raised con-
cerns among a number of nearby resi-
dents.

Messercola Brothers Building Co.
is seeking to subdivide a four-acre
parcel of land at 1461 Martine Av-
enue into three lots, retain an exist-
ing home fronting on Martine Av-
enue and build two large homes,
accessible via a newly-built cul-de-
sac, at the rear of the L-shaped prop-
erty.

According to plans presented to
the board on Monday evening, the

new cul-de-sac would be placed along
the southern edge of the property,
meaning the roadway would be situ-
ated behind the rear yards of several
homes on adjacent Inverness Drive.
The new road, according to
Messercola’s attorney, Robert Kraus,
is designed to be a “rural street,” 18

feet in width, which will generate
little vehicular traffic from the two
new houses.

He, along with company engineer
Robert Freud, told the board that put-
ting the new roadway along the north-
ern edge of the property, instead of

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAUNTED HOUSE...A North Avenue residence prepares for Halloween with a
front-lawn display of several ghoulish figures.
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