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– Obituaries –
Robert D. High, P.E., 92, Helped Design
U.S.S. South Dakota and Other Vessels

Bonnie L. Strangio, 32
Bonnie L. Hodroski Strangio, 32,

of Westfield died on Wednesday,
October 12, at her residence.

Born and raised in Carteret, she
lived in Westfield since 2001.

Mrs. Strangio was a retired special
education teacher for the South
Brunswick Board of Education.

She graduated with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Psychology in 1995
and a master’s degree in special educa-
tion in 1998, both from Trenton State
College/The College of New Jersey.

She was predeceased by a sister,
Pamela Hodroski.

Surviving are her husband of four
years, James Strangio; her parents,
Stephen and Lillian Hodroski, and
three sisters, Tracey Stoddard, Kate
Hodroski and Emilie Sasso.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Monday, October 17, at St.
Anne’s Roman Catholic Church in
Garwood. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,
Greater New Jersey Chapter, 117
Kinderkamack Road, Suite 104, River
Edge, N.J. 07661.
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Robert Donald High, P.E., 92, of
Lake Linden, Mich. passed away on
Friday, March 11, in Hancock, Mich.

Born on August 8, 1912 in Rahway,
he was the son of John James and Eva
Giese High of Rahway and Westfield.
On October 22, 1938, he and Juliette
Ebradt (Marshall) High were married
in the First United Methodist Church
of Westfield by the Reverend John
Wesley Lord.

Don and Juliette graduated from
Westfield High School in the 1930s.
Don attended Rensselaer Polytech-
nic Institute, New York University
and Rutgers University.

His immigrant ancestor, John High,
Sr., was an early settler of Westfield.
Don’s direct line of ancestry was John
James II6, Linus II5, John III4, John,
Jr.3, John2 and John Sr.1

Don was a member of the Sons of
the American Revolution and the Al-
pha Chapter, Theta Xi fraternity at
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.

Don worked on the early delivery
vans for UPS. He also helped design
Battleship “X” the U.S.S. South Da-
kota, the U.S.S. Kitty Hawk and many

other vessels while with New York
Shipbuilding in Camden until it folded
in 1967. Juliette graduated from the
New Jersey College for Women, now
Douglass College, and taught at the
University of Minnesota. Both Juliette
and Don were “ham radio” enthusi-
asts and active members of their local
churches.

He was predeceased by his wife on
May 30, 1999.

Surviving are a sister, Mrs. Janet
(High) Hiltunen of Lake Linden,
Mich.; a brother-in-law, Benjamin T.
and his wife, Margaret A. (Allen)
Marshall of Peabody, Mass. and many
nieces and nephews.

Juliette and Don High were trans-
ferred and interred on Thursday, Sep-
tember 22, at the Marshall-High family
site in Fairview Cemetery of Westfield.

Funeral arrangements were under
the direction of the Ryan Funeral
Home of Calumet, Mich.

Memorial donations may be made
in their memory to the Community
Church of Calumet, 201 Red Jacket
Road, Calumet, Mich. 49913.
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WELL-DESERVED PROMOTION…Captain William Gottlick, a 1991 Westfield
High School graduate, has his bars pinned on by his wife, Chrisoula, and his
immediate supervisor, Major Susan Meiler, as he becomes a captain in the United
States Army Medical Corps.

WHS Graduate Gottlick
Promoted to Captain

WESTFIELD –William Gottlick,
Chief of the Audiology and Hearing
Conservation Center at Fort Drum,
N.Y., has been promoted to the rank
of Captain in the United States Army
Medical Corps. He graduated from
Westfield High School in 1991 and
from Loyola College in Maryland in
1995.

Captain Gottlick completed the
Army Officers Basic Course at Fort
Sam Houston, San Antonio, Tex in
September 2003, and in June 2004,
completed a year of clinical residency
at Walter Reed Army Medical Center

in Washington, D.C. Also in 2004, he
graduated from Towson University
with a Doctorate in Audiology. Upon
completion of his externship at Walter
Reed, he was assigned to Fort Drum.

In addition to his regular duties at
Fort Drum, diagnosing and treating
hearing disorders and promoting hear-
ing conservation, Captain Gottlick
has conducted hearing conservation
certification courses for soldiers and
DOD civilians working for the Na-
tional Guard in New Orleans, La.,
Minneapolis, Minn. (Fort Snelling)
and Fort Drum.

Police Chief Mark Zyla, 46, Had Been
Decorated For Distinguished Service

Goldie Barcan, Was Hebrew Teacher;
Member of Hadassah and Sisterhood

Jeffrey Best
Jeffrey Best, formerly of Kimball

Avenue in Westfield, died on Thurs-
day, October 13, at his residence.

Mr. Best was employed as a com-
puter specialist with AT&T.

He was a graduate of Holy Trinity
High School and Kean College and
was a member of Boy Scout Troop
No. 172 in Westfield.

Surviving are his parents, Marian
and William Best of Williamsburg,
Va.; two sisters, Kerry Johnson of
Santa Fe, N.M. and Leslie Rich of
Dobbs Ferry, N.Y., and three broth-
ers, Rick Best of Shawnee, Kan.,
Michael Best of Lakeville, Conn. and
Peter Best of Basking Ridge.

Memorial services were held on
Monday, October 17, in Bethlehem,
Pa.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Gilbert Funeral Home
in Whitehall, Pa.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Muscular Dystrophy Associa-
tion, 5940 Hamilton Boulevard,
Allentown, Pa. 18104.

October 20, 2005

Scotch Plains Police Chief Mark E.
Zyla, 46, whose law enforcement ca-
reer spanned more than two decades,
died on Friday, October 14, at
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Born in Elizabeth, Chief Zyla had
lived in Scotch Plains for many years
and was a 1977 graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. He
earned a Bachelor of Science degree
in Accounting in 1981 from Seton
Hall University in South Orange and
completed Basic Training for Police
Officers at the Union County Police
Academy in Cranford in May 1982.

Following a year-long assignment
with the Union County Police
Department’s Patrol Division, Chief
Zyla joined the Scotch Plains Police
Department in February of 1983 as a
police officer assigned to the Patrol
Division. He rose through the ranks,
becoming a sergeant in June 1995
and a lieutenant in April 2001.

 As a lieutenant, he served as Train-
ing Officer, Patrol Division Com-
mander and Internal Affairs Division
Commander. He became Scotch
Plains’ police chief in May of 2004.

In 1999, he was awarded the Medal
of Honor from the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department, as well as the Medal
of Valor from the Union County 200
Club and the New Jersey State
Policemen’s Benevolent Association.
That same year, the Knights of Co-
lumbus of Scotch Plains honored him

as Police Officer of the Year.
During his career, Chief Zyla also

received two Lifesaving Medals from
the Scotch Plains Police Department.

A life member of the Scotch Plains
Volunteer Rescue Squad, which he
joined in 1976, Chief Zyla also was
active since 1993 with the Scotch
Plains Police Athletic League. He
was a member of the Board of Direc-
tors and served as treasurer, as well as
being a football coach.

He was predeceased by a sister,
Pamela Giordano, in April of this
year, and by his father, John Zyla.

Surviving are his wife, Joan La
Carrubba Zyla; two daughters, Kristin
Zyla and Courtney E. Zyla; his mother,
Patricia Mullarkey Zyla; a sister,
Karen Di Pietro and her husband,
Christopher; a brother-in-law, Peter
Giordano; his mother-in-law, Sally
La Carrubba, and two sisters-in-law
and their husbands, Ann and Michael
Purvin and Eileen and David Reidy.

The funeral took place on Tuesday,
October 18, from the Rossi Funeral
Home in Scotch Plains. A Mass fol-
lowed at St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains. Burial was at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to an education fund for Chief
Zyla’s daughters, made payable to
his wife, Joan Zyla, which will be
accepted at the funeral home.
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Goldie Irom Barcan of Cranford
died on Wednesday, October 12, at
Union Hospital.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., she had
lived in Buffalo, N.Y., Neptune, Bra-
dley Beach and Clark prior to moving
to Cranford in 1992.

Mrs. Barcan had been a Hebrew
teacher at Temple Beth El in Asbury
Park for 25 years before retiring many
years ago.

She graduated from Brooklyn Col-
lege and the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary in New York City.

Mrs. Barcan was a member of
Hadassah in Bradley Beach and the
Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Abe Barcan.
Surviving are three sons, Stephen

Barcan of Westfield, Andrew Barcan
of California and David Barcan of
Philadelphia, Pa.; eight grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held on Fri-
day, October 14, from Temple Emanu-
El.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of Menorah Chapels at
Millburn in Union.
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CASA Seeks Volunteers to Help
Abused, Neglected Children

Health Department to Offer
Flu Clinic Next Thursday

Tours of Burial Grounds
Scheduled For Oct. 29

WESTFIELD – “Voices from the
West Fields” will be the theme dur-
ing a tour of Westfield’s historic burial
grounds on Saturday, October 29,
from noon to 3 p.m. The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located directly
across Mountain Avenue from the
Revolutionary Cemetery, will spon-
sor the tour.

Members of the church, dressed
in 18th-century costumes, will play
the roles of such well-known local
residents of that period as John
Scudder, Andrew Hetfield, Aunt
Betty Frazee and Hannah Miller,
while describing the lives they led in
Colonial days. Another real-life his-
torical figure to be portrayed by an
actor is Baltus Roll, for whom the
Baltusrol Golf Course in Summit is
named.

Sally Rand, a member of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, is chair-
woman of the committee planning
the tour. Mrs. Rand proposed the
project after learning about the popu-

larity of a similar tour that has been
offered annually of the “Old First”
cemetery in Rahway, which dates
from 1741.

She noted such tours also are “a
wonderful way for school children to
learn more about Westfield’s history,”
adding that, “several schools do send
their third graders to visit the burial
grounds every year. We hope that all
the elementary school teachers will
encourage their pupils to take our
tour this October.”

Tours of the burial grounds will
leave every 15 minutes from the
church’s Assembly Hall, located
across from the Revolutionary Cem-
etery. In the event of rain, costumed
actors will perform their roles and tell
their stories inside the church.

Tickets will be $5 per person or $10
for a family group. After the tour,
Colonial-style refreshments will be
served in the church annex by do-
cents from the Miller-Cory House
Museum.

By the JUNIOR LEAGUE OF ELIZA-
BETH-PLAINFIELD

COUNTY – CASA (Court Ap-
pointed Special Advocates) recently
incorporated a chapter to address the
needs of abused and neglected chil-
dren in Union County. The organiza-
tion is seeking volunteers to stand up
for these children in court, advocat-
ing for their best interests and ensur-
ing they get the services they need.
The next training class begins Octo-
ber 25.

Nationally, the CASA Network
consists of more than 900 CASA pro-
grams coordinating the efforts of
70,000 volunteers and serving
280,000 abused and neglected chil-
dren. CASA works to ensure that
these children are not moved from
placement to placement, that they
spend as little time as possible in out-
of-home placement before reaching
permanency either with their biologi-
cal family or through adoption, and
that they are protected from any fur-
ther risk of abuse. Volunteers become
an objective voice for the child in the
court process, as well as a consistent
and caring person in the child’s life.

In Union County, 987 children were
living in out-of-home placement last
year because their homes were no
longer safe. These children lead un-
certain lives: some are in foster care,
others in group homes, some in shel-
ters; many of them are separated from
their siblings. Most of them don’t
understand what has happened or why.

CASA of Union County’s new
Executive Director, Dominic
Prophete, is recruiting and training
volunteers to help move children from
out-of-home placement into safe,
permanent homes where they can

thrive. Once screened and trained,
CASA volunteers conduct indepen-
dent investigations and report the
child’s circumstances and a course of
action to the court.

“Child abuse is not just an issue to
be addressed by a judge or a social
service agency. It is a community is-
sue that can only be fully addressed by
an informed and active community,”
says Ms. Prophete. “CASA of Union
County provides a means by which
the community can become informed
— thus enabling appropriate and
speedy response to the needs of chil-
dren in care. Our volunteers make a
tangible difference in a child’s life.”

“CASA has given me an opportu-
nity to be involved with the birth
parent, foster parents, child, and ev-
eryone in the child’s life,” notes vol-
unteer Sally Hogan. “Understanding
the importance each plays in a child’s
life increases my ability to advocate
for children.” Ms. Hogan serves on
the CASA of Union County Board of
Trustees.

To become a CASA volunteer, con-
tact CASA of Union County at (908)
820-8967 or visit their website at
www.casaofunioncounty.org.

The Junior League of Elizabeth-
Plainfield is an organization of
women committed to promoting
voluntarism, developing the poten-
tial of women, and improving com-
munities through the effective action
and leadership of trained volunteers.
Its purpose is exclusively educational
and charitable, and membership is
open to women of all races, religions,
and national origins who demonstrate
an interest in and commitment to
voluntarism. For more information,
please call (908) 709-1177.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department will con-
duct a flu clinic on Thursday, October
27, from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building Court Room, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street.

The vaccine will be given out on a
first-come, first-served basis. Medi-
care eligible individuals are asked to
bring their card with them. The fol-
lowing are considered priority groups
to receive the flu vaccine:

Persons age 65 and older, with and
without chronic health conditions;

residents of long-term care facilities;
those age two to 64 with chronic
health conditions; children age six to
23 months; pregnant women; health
care personnel who provide direct
patient care; household contacts and
out-of-home caregivers of children
six months of age and younger.

The clinic, which will feature blood
work tests, is open to residents of
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
New Providence, Roselle Park,
Springfield and Westfield exclusively.
Proof of residency is required.

On Saturday, October 29, the depart-
ment will host its fall health fair  from
8:30 a.m. to noon at Roselle Park High
School, located at 185 West Webster
Avenue. Besides free health screen-
ings, the fair will offer blood work for
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
New Providence, Roselle Park, Spring-
field and Westfield residents.

Pre-registration is required. Regis-
tration will be conducted through to-
morrow, Friday, October 21. The
health department office is located in
the Westfield Municipal Building. Of-
fice hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (with a
lunch break between noon and 1 p.m.)

Golden Agers Announce
Trip to Musical Revue

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Golden Agers Club has planned
a trip to see “Dan Bradley’s Big Band
Musical Revue” in Hunts Landing,
Pa. on Thursday, November 10.

Tickets are $53 and include the
musical revue, lunch and the bus ride
from the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building parking lot at 430 Park Av-
enue. The bus will leave at 9 a.m.

The menu will feature herbed breast
of chicken, glazed country ham and
baked cracker crusted scrod, plus ac-
companiments. A dessert table will
follow. All are welcome to attend.

The Golden Agers offers senior
citizens a chance to meet with their
peers, share ideas, interact and gather
useful information to enhance daily

living. The club meets weekly on
Thursdays at 10 a.m. at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, located at
Plainfield Avenue and Jerusalem
Road.

Birthday celebrations, bingo and
socializing are a regular part of weekly
meetings. Members are invited to
suggest activities and free luncheons
are provided at least one week per
month. Special speakers also discuss
a variety of topics.

Membership, theater, musical re-
views and activity trips are available
to everyone. For trip details, please
call Jean DeTorre at (908) 889-4121
or Mary De Jesso at (908) 654-4512.
Club information is available from
Olga Bruce at (908) 322-8530.

Club Offers Chances
To Hike and Cycle

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a varied program
of outdoor activities, including hik-
ing and bicycling excursions, most of
which take place in central and north-
ern New Jersey. Membership dues
are $10 per year. For a complimen-
tary, six-month schedule, please call
(908) 527-4900.

College Woman’s Club
Holds First Planning Event

WESTFIELD – The College
Woman’s Club of Westfield’s first
college planning event was held on
October 1 at the Echo Lake Country
Club. Jacques Steinberg, a New York
Times reporter and author of “The
Gatekeepers: Inside the Admissions
Process of an Elite College,” shared
anecdotes from his bestselling book
chronicling the real-life admissions
process at Wesleyan University.

Describing the process as “human,
but not necessarily humane,” he put a
personal face on the applicants and
admissions officers charged with
making these decisions.

Scott White, acting director of guid-
ance at Montclair High School and a
former admissions officer at Bard
College, spoke about the factors that
should go into choosing a college that
will be the right fit for the student. He
urged parents to gauge the culture of
a school by reading the campus news-
paper, dining in the student cafeteria
and reading the messages students
leave each other on dormitory doors.

Mr. White walked parents through

the criteria that admissions offices use
to narrow their applicant pool, includ-
ing SAT scores, extracurricular activi-
ties and recruited athletes. After the
talk, both speakers took questions from
the audience, and Mr. Steinberg
autographed copies of his book.

Westfield Mortgage, UBS Financial
Services, Commerce Bank and Ivy
Education Services sponsored the event,
with further contributions received
from the College Men’s Club of
Westfield and the Westfield Rotary Club.

A program book produced in con-
junction with the event, titled “What
Color is Your Pennant? Choosing &
Getting Chosen by Your Ideal Col-
lege,” features over a dozen articles
selected by Mr. White on applying to
and financing college. Copies of the
book are available at The Town Book
Store in Westfield for a $5 donation to
the College Woman’s Club.

All proceeds from the morning,
which included a prize raffle and the
sale of books recommended by the
speakers, will benefit the College
Woman’s Club Scholarship Fund.


