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Positive Actions Are Helped
By Community Volunteers

Westfield And Its Parking
Challenge In 2005

By MAYOR ANDY SKIBITSKY
Westfield GOP Candidate for Reelection

One of the reasons that Westfield is
such a great community is the abun-
dance of talented, involved citizens.
Our town is fortunate to have such a
sense of volunteerism. I believe that
we must continue to tap this great
resource to benefit our community.

Since becoming mayor this past
June, I have put forth an aggressive
agenda to achieve immediate posi-
tive action on a number of issues.
Included among them are improving
the efficiency and service level of
town government and enhancing pe-
destrian and traffic safety. One key
reason that has enabled us to make
significant progress in these areas is
the involvement of citizen volunteers.

Just a few weeks ago, we announced
the results of a study of the Public
Works department. This review was
conducted by three talented citizens
who spent many hours in service to
Westfield at no cost. The result of
their work is immediate action items
that will improve the customer ser-
vice at the department while increas-
ing efficiency. The bottom line will
be better service without any increase
in cost to the taxpayers.

Last month, Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca announced a plan to im-
prove traffic and pedestrian safety at
eight locations in town. This plan was
the result of the work of the Citizens’
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee
consisting of six residents. These
volunteers spent many hours assist-
ing the town council’s Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Commit-
tee in communicating with residents
and holding numerous public meet-
ings attended by hundreds.

The result of our work was a con-
sensus on improvements that will sig-
nificantly improve the safety in each
of these locations at little cost to the
taxpayers.

I intend to continue to call on citi-
zen volunteers to conduct reviews
and help implement change in every
department in town and to study addi-
tional traffic locations.

Upon becoming mayor, I promised
that our town government would do
more with less. Our involvement of
volunteer residents has enabled us to
improve services with less burden on
the taxpayers. I appreciate the work
of these committed citizens and will
continue to look for creative ways to
deliver better services for less.

By TOM JARDIM
Westfield DEM Mayoral Candidate

While we should remember that
the citizens of Westfield soundly –
and rightly — defeated the parking
garage referendum (a referendum
supported by my opponent, the cur-
rent acting mayor) by a landslide 3 to
1 vote, Westfield’s parking challenges
remain. A number of simple solu-
tions would improve immediately our
parking situation for our three con-
stituent groups: commuters, employ-
ees and shoppers.

Citizen suggestions, combined with
the town’s own five-year-old “park-
ing principles,” could solve many of
the parking challenges today. The vast
majority of these plans should have
been executed long ago, regardless of
the parking deck. Yet very little ac-
tion has taken place.

The town has made some progress
in re-striping and beautifying some
lots and installing up-to-date parking
pay stations. However, solving the
parking challenge requires more than
mere cosmetic changes and minor
efficiencies. The town should relo-
cate the current employee parking
spaces, maximize the commuter park-
ing permit spaces and make the cur-
rent long-term parking spaces more
user-friendly. In addition, the waiting
lists for both commuters and employ-
ees should be, once and for all, fully
vetted and a deposit required to ascer-
tain the validity of each person’s de-
sire for a space.

I recommend that the town imme-
diately execute the following three
step plan.

1. Move the employee permit park-
ing from the Trader Joe’s/Smith and
Hawkin lot to the Watterson lot. This
should include the 17 spaces on
Watterson Street proper. Move the
current permit holders from Watterson

to the north and south train station
lots. There are sufficient spaces in
Watterson to satisfy all current em-
ployee permit holders and all those
currently on the employee waiting
list. The Trader Joe’s lot will be the
most important lot for shoppers and
patrons of the downtown businesses.

2. Maximize the existing spaces in
the current permit parking lots. We
have the room to sell many additional
permits; if we didn’t, we wouldn’t be
able to accommodate the sale of daily
parking permits at the lot, nor would
we have 50 to 60 spaces available in
the North and Central lot. The town’s
inaction on this front has cost thou-
sands in lost revenue and inconve-
nienced residents.

3. Make the long-term parking
spaces more user-friendly. The 205
8-hour meters on the north side of
town must be made operational from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. This will allow
employees to use these meters with-
out having to return during the day to
make additional payments. Many of
these meters are not used for this
reason. This will greatly cut down the
amount of illegal meter-feeding in
the prime locations in the downtown
grid; and, as a result, will release
those meters for customer and patron
parking.

Remarkably, Westfield has, on a
daily basis, a minimum of 200 un-
used long-term and permit parking
spaces. There is no reason for this to
continue. I will take the above action.
By executing these plans, the town
will satisfy the needs of our three
constituent groups and also generate
over $120,000 annually for the town’s
general fund. Improving parking for
commuters, shoppers and employees
will keep Westfield the vibrant com-
munity that we proudly call our home
town.

In America, Freedom Is Being Able to
Express Your Opinion without Threats

Westfielder Considers Campaign Lawn
Signs to be Litter in Beautiful Town

Lately, I have observed Tom Jardim
lawn signs around town. This upsets me
since Mr. Jardim claims to want to get
“back to basics” yet he chooses to litter
our beautiful town with lawn signs.

As a lifetime resident, it is my under-
standing that lawn sign are not tradition-
ally used in local elections, as they are
unsightly. They can also pit neighbors
against one another (as I am witnessing in

my mother’s neighborhood on Fairmont
Avenue.).

The Republican candidates asked that
lawn signs not be used in this election.
Apparently, Tom Jardim does not agree.
I wish he would get on board with what is
truly basic to our town — keeping it the
friendly, beautiful place that it is!

Beth Nilsen
Westfield

I am responding to Frank Arena’s letter
to the editor (last week). He commented
that by putting a campaign sign on your
lawn, you may be potentially putting your-
self in a compromising position with
neighbors. This was the straw that broke
my silence. I see that comment as an
imposed threat and scare tactic made by
the GOP Campaign Committee to intimi-
date citizens from exercising their legal
rights to support a candidate of their choice
as they see fit!

Opposing parties have the right to “get
the word out” about their decision to
serve the community, their views and
their qualifications as allowed by “Fed-
eral and State Election Laws” I believe

that the tax-paying citizens of Westfield
can make their own decisions if they want
to display their support for a candidate
with a lawn sign.

In America, freedom is being able to
speak at the top of your lungs about your
opinion on any issue even when your
neighbor who has a complete opposite
opinion is doing the same, without the
fear of being in a compromising position.

Are you so afraid of name recognition
when Westfield residents go to vote that
you did not even put Thomas Bigosinski’s
name in your letter when thanking him for
agreeing to your premise?

Michael Giordano
Westfield

CRANFORD GETS GRANT...On October 7, Union County presents Cranford
with $50,000 for Centennial Avenue business district improvements. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Cranford Commissioner George McDonough, Deputy Mayor
Daniel Aschenbach, Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski and Mayor George Jorn.

Service & Experience Are the
Qualities of our Candidates

By Fanwood DEMS
Wheeler and Walsh for Council

At the heart of the 2005 Fanwood
Borough Council election is the ques-
tion of community service and pro-
fessional experience. Mrs. Joan
Wheeler and Mr. Bruce Walsh have
decades of experience in the public
and private sectors that makes them
far and away the most qualified can-
didates for Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil.

“I need Joan Wheeler and Bruce
Walsh on the borough council to help
keep the progress going here in
Fanwood,” said Mayor Colleen Mahr.
“Joan and Bruce want what’s best for
Fanwood families and they have the
needed experience and expertise to
contribute to an already fantastic team
of public servants.”

As a senior administrator at

Runnells Specialized Hospital, Mrs.
Wheeler has experience in disaster
preparedness, community health and
senior fitness and has an intimate
knowledge of New Jersey’s prescrip-
tion drug options. She currently vol-
unteers as the Vice Chair of the
Fanwood Board of Health and is the
President-Elect of the Soroptimists
International-Westfield Chapter.

As the lead administrator for sev-
eral hospitals throughout her career,
she knows what’s needed to keep an
eye on the bottom line.

Mr. Walsh is an attorney who served
on the borough council for nine years,
until 1999. His nine years of service
included two years as council presi-
dent. Mr. Walsh has an extensive
record of community involvement,
having served as Fanwood’s Police
Commissioner and Fire Commis-
sioner, a member of the Library Board,
the Board of Health, the Historic Pres-
ervation and Shade Tree commissions,
and as a mentor to Students Against
Drunk Driving.

As a current member of the
Fanwood Planning Board, he is con-
tributing his expertise to the commu-
nity during the downtown redevelop-
ment process.

“Now more than ever, Fanwood
families need leaders with no politi-
cal axe to grind,” said Mayor Mahr.
“Joan Wheeler and Bruce Walsh have
years of continued experience in our
community. I urge voters to elect Joan
and Bruce on November 8.”

For more information about the
Democratic candidates for Fanwood
Borough Council, call (908) 789-
7577, or visit
www.Fanwooddems.com.

Letters to the Editor

ON THE PROWL — Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Wendy C. Harris, a 1989
graduate of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, and her shipmates returned
from deployment on the guided-missile destroyer USS Gonzalez. Home-ported in
Norfolk, Va., the destroyer conducted security operations for the US 5th Fleet and
the US 6th Fleet.

Boy Scouts to Wash
Cars Saturday

FANWOOD — On Saturday, Oc-
tober 15, from 8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.,
Boy Scout Troop 33 will wash cars at
the Exxon station on the corner of
Terrill Road and South Avenue. All
proceeds will go to replenishing tents
and other supplies lost by Boy Scout
troops in the hurricane-devastated ar-
eas. First aid kits, manuals, camping
gear, handbooks, uniforms and more
will be needed by troops that lost all
their supplies.

Everyone is welcome Saturday for
a car wash or to make a donation.
Exxon is supporting the Scouts by
donating their facilities.

For more information, contact par-
ent Karyn Steele at 908-322-7265.
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