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SP-F School Board Hears
Parents’ Class Size Concerns

SP Zoning Board Approves
Placement Of Cell Antennas

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Thursday
night’s board of education open-
agenda meeting focused on elemen-
tary school class sizes and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Ice Hockey
Association’s (SPFIHA) proposal for
a new high school team.

The board heard from a number of
parents regarding large class size,
particularly at Brunner Elementary
School, which has sections of 24 and
25 students in its first grade. Parents
submitted two letters to the board
regarding this issue before appearing
at last week’s meeting.

Among those who publicly ad-
dressed the board was Cheryl Kinney,
who also submitted an e-mail on Sep-
tember 28. She cited research that
argued that small class size has a

positive long-term effect on children
from kindergarten through the third
grade.

“We have an excellent reputation,
and don’t want that to go away,” she
said.

Another parent, Cindy Clancy-
Warren, has one child attending
McGinn Elementary School and one
who will in the future. She also voiced
her concern about class sizes,  asking
the board, “What can we do to help
our teachers, our kids regarding this
issue?” She also asked who was re-
sponsible for determining the num-
ber of students in sections.

Albert Muller of Scotch Plains
addressed the board, saying, “Two-
thirds of property taxes go to schools.
Taxpayers cannot afford the in-
creases.”

Schools Superintendent Dr. Carol

Choye had the opportunity to respond
and explained that she, based upon
the facts, which vary month to month,
makes the decision on class size.

Enrollment for the 2005-2006
school year increased by 179 stu-
dents over the last year, and many
students didn’t enroll until August.
Because of the high enrollment num-
bers and increased late enrollment,
the administration will take preven-
tative measures to curtail the situa-
tion for the 2006-2007 academic year.

The school district public informa-
tion coordinator started conducting
telephone surveys to gather informa-
tion from parents of the new 179
students. In the winter, the adminis-
tration will conduct another demo-
graphic study to examine the changes
and answer questions about new popu-
lation trends to aid in forecasting
class sizes for the coming school year
and the long term.

She mentioned that there are op-
tions for parents who are concerned
about class size, such as transferring
their children to neighboring schools
with lower numbers. Also, an aide  can
be added when class size reaches 25.

She explained that 10 teachers
would need to be added to the district
to make class sizes of 18 students.

Anthony Del Sordi, business ad-
ministrator and board secretary, con-
firmed that the budget does not allow
for this type of increase for the cur-
rent school year.

To preclude this from happening
next year, Board President Linda
Nelson advised that parents need to
attend board and budget meetings
and become involved in the Parent-
Teacher Association Legislative Team
because, “What the state does im-
pacts our school lives.”

Nancy Bower, on behalf of the
SPFIHA, addressed the board regard-
ing the submitted proposal for an ice
hockey team for the district. “There
are only five weeks until the season
starts and tryouts begin November
15. We are anxious to get it going,”
said Ms. Bower.

Treasurer Trent Mattern said the
association has $20,000 in the budget
and will receive $5,000 more by mid-
December, and is in the process of
obtaining liability insurance.

Dr. Choye  said a meeting is set for
next week to discuss transportation
and ice time costs and a list of inter-
ested students. The board will dis-
cuss the proposal at its Thursday,
October 20 meeting. “If we are going
to do this, we want to do it well,” she
commented.

In other issues, the board received
the violence and vandalism summary
for the 2004-2005 school year. Vio-
lence numbers decreased by four in-
cidents, while substance abuse de-
creased by one incident.

Director of Special Services Tho-
mas Beese pointed out that the “reduc-
tions may appear minimal at first
glance, but one needs to acknowledge
population increase of 166 students.”

The board also received the 2005-
2006 school nursing plan, adopted
the Morris County Cooperative Pric-
ing Council Participation Agreement
and approved changes to the state’s
child abuse and neglect regulation,
which now requires districts to report
evidence of child abuse and neglect
to both local law enforcement and the
state.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Despite be-
ing faced with sometimes emotional
resistance and questions from several
neighbors, the township’s zoning board
of adjustment last Thursday approved
an application by Omnipoint Commu-
nications to install a cellular tower atop
an existing PSE&G transmission tower
located in the easement running paral-
lel to Terrill Road.

Omnipoint, which makes the T-Mo-
bile cell phone brand, will install 12
antennas on top of the tower that is
located closest to Cooper Road. The
company needed board approval for a
use variance and a height variance be-
cause the antennas will be seven feet
higher than the existing tower, which
stands at 115 feet.

Omnipoint attorney Richard Scolnick
said the new antennas would “take ad-
vantage of an existing tall structure to
cover a gap in (T-Mobile’s) coverage.”

The company  also will build and
maintain a group of small equipment
cabinets at the base of the tower and
fence in these cabinets.

Three witnesses testified on
Omnipoint’s behalf. Gary Alcon, a tele-
communications expert, explained to
the board the coverage issues being
addressed; Anthony Suppa, a civil en-
gineer, detailed the tower’s design, and
Meghan Hunscher, a professional plan-
ner, provided details of why the site is a
suitable location for the new antennas.

Noting that the tower is situated in a
residential area, board member Jim Pate
asked why two nearby towers, at higher
elevations, were not considered.
Omnipoint did consider one tower, Mr.

Scolnick said, but found it was located
in a wetlands area. The second tower,
he said, was situated behind Terrill
Middle School and the company ruled
it out due to what Omnipoint felt would
be inevitable concerns of parents.

Board Chairman James Fawcett said
proposing antennas on a tower behind
the school would have been “a silly
thing to do from a public perception
standpoint” because the issue of cell-
phone antennas and perceptions of their
health risks is “a hot topic.”

It was pointed out, however, that
federal regulations and court rulings
forbid municipal land use boards from
using the possible health risk factor as
a reason for denying applications for
placement of such antennas. Mr.
Scolnick noted the radiowaves emitted

by the 12 new antennas would be one
twentieth of 1 percent of the maximum
allowed by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission.

Vicki Margiotta, a Cooper Road resi-
dent whose property faces the ease-
ment, complained about the new anten-
nas, saying it was difficult for her to
plant buffering trees on her property
due to its narrow width.

After asking when the new antennas
would be placed atop the tower so that
“I can put my house up for sale,” Ms.
Margiotta broke down and left the hear-
ing room. Several other residents asked
about the health risks and possible al-
ternative locations for the antennas be-
fore the board, after a more than two-
hour-long hearing, voted 7-0 to ap-
prove the application.

Fanwood Proceeds With
Historic Caboose Plans

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — According to
Fanwood officials, insurance costs to
maintain a restored caboose at the
borough’s train station will be negli-
gible, a fact that inspired the borough
council to proceed with accepting the
caboose donation from the United
Railroad Historical Society.

The caboose, which ran on the Jer-
sey Central Railroad through
Fanwood, is currently located in
Bergen County and would have to be
transported to Fanwood. That cost is
estimated at up to $14,000.

The caboose is intact on the exte-
rior, and the innards of the old train
car will be restored during renova-
tion. The caboose is one of approxi-
mately three left in the state, accord-
ing to the United Railroad Historical
Society. Fanwood intends to use it as
a museum and learning center.

At a meeting last month, Fanwood
council members expressed their con-
cerns about insurance costs and main-
tenance responsibilities, and they
agreed to table the project until Octo-
ber in order to research these impor-
tant issues.

Per the suggestion a few months
ago by Councilwoman Donna Dolce,
a non-profit group has been formed to
fund the caboose efforts. The money
has been compiled from local volun-

teers who have given donations and
agreed to help spearhead the renova-
tion of the inside of the historic train
car.

Sergeant Tom Jedic of the Fanwood
Police Department and Fanwood Fire
Chief Rick Regenthal have organized
the volunteers who will help the ca-
boose settle into its new dwelling on
the north side of the borough’s rail
station. Mr. Regenthal is a Metro
North employee and has an engineer-
ing background.

“The caboose is in very good
shape,” said Mayor Colleen Mahr.
“It’s water-tight and is in remarkably
good condition.”

According to Walter Grosselfinger
of the United Railroad Society, the
caboose has a solid undercarriage with
its original stove intact and function-
ing.

Local adults and children will be
invited to work on restoring the in-
side of the carriage, and the caboose
will be open to the public in a mu-
seum capacity designed to educate
about the borough’s strong tie to the
railroad.

“Fanwood’s history is tied so tightly
to the evolution and history of the
rail,” said Mayor Mahr.

The New Jersey Department of
Transportation also is considering giv-
ing the borough a grant in support of
the project.

Scotch Plains Mayor Foresees
‘Precipitous’ Property Tax Hikes

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks foresees property-tax bills
increasing at a “precipitous” rate in
coming years “unless significant
changes are made,” and promised that
municipal governments, regardless of
who is elected governor next month,
“will hold their feet to the fire” regard-
ing their property tax reform proposals.

At the township council’s meeting on
Tuesday evening, the mayor, in response
to a question from resident Albert Muller,
said Scotch Plains’ municipal budget in
the next few years, “will be hit with
literally hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars per year” in increases in several
specific areas, including increased fees
paid to the two regional sewerage au-
thorities to help pay for mandated im-
provements at the two facilities.

The mayor said that township offi-
cials were “not too happy” that initial
cost estimates for these upgrades
turned out to be much higher. He also
warned that local contributions to state
pension funds would increase “sig-
nificantly,” with an expected increase
of $240,000 for next year.

When Mr. Muller asked for ap-
proximate projections of property-
tax increases for the next several years,

Mayor Marks declined, saying it was
impossible to even provide an estimate
for the 2006 municipal budget, although
he said total property tax bills — en-
compassing municipal, county and edu-
cation portions  — would probably not
be less than the 6-to-7 percent state-
wide average increase.

In other business, the council passed
a resolution calling on the governor and
State Legislature to reauthorize and
replenish the state’s Transportation Trust
Fund, which is set to run dry next June.

Mayor Marks noted that the Trust
Fund helps finance various road,
sewer and bridge repair projects, and
Township Manager Thomas Atkins
said Scotch Plains receives about
$200,000 annually from the fund. If
the Legislature fails to replenish the
fund, according to the New Jersey
State League of Municipalities, 100
percent of local road repair and main-
tenance spending will fall on local
property taxpayers.

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
noted the township’s annual health
fair would be held on Saturday, Octo-
ber 15, from 8 a.m. to noon at the
municipal building. In addition to a
variety of free health screenings and
testings, there will be blood testings
by appointment, which may be made

by calling  (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 309, as well as pre-registration
for flu shots. Unlike last year, Mrs.
Coronato said officials aren’t antici-
pating any vaccine shortages this year.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge re-
minded residents that Clean Commu-
nities Day would also be held on
Saturday morning. Any resident, civic
organization or school wishing to take
part should call Carmen Grausso at
(908) 322-6700, ext. 243.

Last weekend’s heavy rain washed
out two of the three days of activities
planned for Scotch Plains Weekend,
but Councilwoman Nancy Malool
said Sunday’s overcast but dry
weather resulted in “a very nice turn-
out” in the downtown area for the
afternoon street fair that featured food,
pony rides and a concert by The Nerds.

Mayor Marks announced that Po-
lice Officer Art Bruschetti has returned
from the Gulf Coast through an as-
signment with the Union County Emer-
gency Response Team (UCERT), and
that Police Officer Thomas Sarnecki
is currently in the hurricane-devas-
tated region until later this week as
part of the UCERT team.

The mayor thanked Police Chief
Mark Zyla for allowing the two offic-
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HONORED…Joseph Qutub was honored Tuesday night at the borough council
meeting for his 35 years of service to Fanwood. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Rotary President Andy Calamaras and Mr. Qutub.

FW Council Discusses Redevelopment Plans
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Tuesday’s
Fanwood Borough Council meeting
focused on downtown redevelopment.

The redevelopment plan was an
issue during former mayor Louis
Jung’s administration, and debate
about it has continued since current
mayor Colleen Mahr was elected two
years ago.

At a recent borough planning board
meeting, several revisions to the Re-
vised Downtown Redevelopment
Plan (RDRP) passed. The completed
agreements between the borough and
developers, Enchantments Properties
and Michael Marcovecchio, will not
be affected by the new revisions. En-
chantments LLC will construct a retail
and residential building at 224 South
Avenue; Michael Marcovecchio is also
developing a mixed building at 222
South Avenue at the corner of Second
Street.

According to Frank Regan, the
board’s legal advisor for the RDRP,
the newest revisions could possibly
affect a third developer, Landmark,

the firm that is negotiating with
Fanwood regarding the Dean Oil site.
The site, which is considered the resi-
dential piece of the RDRP, has been
contract-purchased by Landmark to
develop 24 townhouses with 48 ga-
rages if approved by the planning
board.

Resident comments to the council
cited the final height and look of the
new buildings and the width of side-
walks in relation to parking calcula-
tions in the plan as their key concerns.

Marilyn Biercuk and Mary Ann Kuhn
of McDermott Avenue in Fanwood in-
quired about building height and den-
sity and how the look of the new build-
ings will affect their property value.

Ms. Biercuk praised the downtown
plans and said she hoped that the
buildings will keep to a height of 31
feet. Her comments came in response
to the recent recommendations by the
engineering consulting firm Schoor
DePalma to make the buildings no
taller than three stories or 35 feet.

The council, which had made a
commitment to working with the resi-
dents during the redevelopment pro-

cess, tabled the discussion of the plan
in order to iron out more details,
conduct research and ensure that the
residents have a chance to be in-
volved in the process.

Mayor Mahr said that because the
MacDermott Place residents are
within a certain radius of the work to
be completed at South Avenue, they
will have the opportunity to voice
suggestions. She also emphasized that
the council’s goal is to work hand-in-
hand with property owners who will
be affected by the redevelopment.

Fanwood residents Joe Qutub and
Dino Caminiti received proclamations
for their public service achievements.
Mr. Qutub, a 35-year resident, has
retired from the Fanwood Rotary Club.
A native of Palestine, he is president
of  Arab Student Aid International.

Mr. Caminiti is a Plainfield police
officer who recently returned from a
two-week journey to the Gulf Coast,
where he assisted Hurricane Katrina
victims. He traveled to Louisiana with
the Union County Community Emer-
gency Response Team (UCERT), of
which he is a member.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POPULARITY…Rudy Giuliani campaigns Wednesday afternoon for New Jersey gubernatorial candidate Doug Forrester
at the Knights of Columbus on North Avenue in Scotch Plains. The former New York City mayor introduces Mr. Forrester
and draws an enthusiastic cheer. Heavy rains forced moving the event from outside the Westfield Municipal Building on East
Broad Street. Pictured, from left to right, are: Asm. Jon Bramnick, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks and Mr. Giuliani.

FUN AND HEALTHY...Children of McGinn Elementary School in Scotch Plains
enjoy Walk to School Week with Mayor Martin Marks last Friday.


