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WAA’s Bob Yurochko’s Two-Month
NJWA Exhibit: Diversity at Its Best

By MICHELLE H. Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Westfield Art As-
sociation (WAA) member Bob
Yurochko’s “Musical Figures” exhib-
its a truly eclectic blend of acrylic
paintings at the Westfield Art Gallery
(WAG), housed in the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) on
East Broad Street in Westfield during
November and December.

Quite simply, it is impossible to pin
down or pigeon-hole Mr. Yurochko’s
style because it spans so many differ-
ent types of palettes, techniques and
themes.

On Halloween night, when The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times visited the
WAG, where Mr. Yurochko began
mounting and arranging his paintings
on the gallery walls, proof of the
artist’s diversity unfolded. Each paint-
ing, as it was unwrapped and dis-
played, started to tell a different story.

The common thread, however, was
an obvious and profound love for

music. Now retired, Mr. Yurochko
taught music in Cranford public
schools and at Kean University in
Union. He continues to profess his
love for music by exhibiting his art at
Washington Square Park in New York
City and at the Newport Jazz Festival
and Saratoga Jazz Festival.

Mr. Yurochko’s brings his audi-
ence along this exquisite and unique
visual journey, which begins with

“Lady Day,” a haunting likeness of
Billy Holiday depicted in a very soft
and classic style and transitions
quickly to the second painting with
more vibrant and textured tones fea-
turing Cassandra Wilson and Sonny
Rollins.

“They don’t play together,” ex-
plained Mr. Yurochko, “they just make
a nice picture together.”

“Turandot,” a portrait of Cassandra
Turandot, is perhaps one of the artist’s
most striking pieces. The subject’s
bright jade eyes stare at you from
every corner of the room and she has
an undeniable presence.

“Her eyes follow you everywhere,”
Mr. Yurochko explained proudly.

Transitioning from music to an-
other performing art – ballet – is done
remarkably well by the artist. Four
paintings, “De Rigeur,” “Cords Bal-
let,” “Ovation” and “Swan Lake” are
each captivating in their own right.
“Swan Lake” is the most spiritually
moving, while the texture of the danc-
ers’ skirts in some of the other pieces
translates a sense of depth and move-
ment.

Mr. Yurochko knows how to select
the proper frames to complement his
pieces. Two of the ballet-themed
paintings are complemented by
French Normandy frames with ebony
insets that add to the exquisite and
elegant nature of the works.

Just when the audience thinks they
have all of the answers to Mr.
Yurochko’s intriguing style, they
must think again. The psychedelic
series of paintings depicting Carlos
Santana, Jaco Pastorius and Ray
Charles are next and they will make
your eyes pop with competing hues
of orange versus blue, purple and
cobalt blue versus a bursting rain-
bow of color.

“Violin Slippers,” which encom-
passes music and dance in pastels,
and “Vitruvian Slippers,” an ink and
gauche piece, also deserve accolades.
However, the knife painting tech-
niques used in Mr. Yurochko’s
“Cassanova” piece are stellar.

Again, the artist is not finished
surprising you. Beethoven and Mozart
are honored uniquely by the music-

loving painter.
Mr. Yurochko used a flame to singe

one of Beethoven’s musical compo-
sitions. Atop the piece, he used pastel
to depict the famed composer from a
bust in his studio.

To honor Mozart, Mr. Yurochko
used iridescent gauche and gold ac-
cents to paint him atop one of his
musical compositions, one of the
pieces Mozart wrote when he was
young.

Toward the end of the exhibition,
the audience is treated to more of the
artist’s psychedelic style – glowing
blues and red, yellow and cobalt con-
trast in pieces like “Miles.”

Additionally, “The Violinist” mim-
ics or echoes the mesmerizing eyes in
“Turandot.”

“She has a look that is allegorical,
a multicultural look,” said Mr.
Yurochko, who used an elongated
style reminiscent of Klimt to depict
the beautiful woman. Musical sym-
bols are sprinkled behind her.

“Emotion and exhilaration,” he
said, “these are the main components
of this exhibition.”

Shoppers downtown during the
holiday season must stop in and visit
Mr. Yurochko’s display which will
dazzle and entice them with its diver-
sity and inexplicable sense of unique-
ness and style.

For more information, please call
the NJWA at (908) 789-9696.

“Lady Day” by Bob Yurochko

“Ovation” by Bob Yurochko

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The

Times

Inspecting Carol, a comedy about
a theatre group trying to gain recog-
nition, opens on the Mainstage at
the George Street Playhouse in New
Brunswick on Tuesday, November
29. Each performance promises a
cameo by a local celebrity. Tickets
are available by calling (732) 246-
7717, or online at
www.GSPonline.org. The show runs
through December 31, and the cost
is between $32 and $60 per ticket.

* * * * * * *
The Holocaust Resource Center

at Kean University will present
Hitler and the Decisions for the
Final Solutions, a lecture and fo-
rum on Wednesday, November 30 at
7:50 p.m. Admission is free for this
event by critically acclaimed author
and professor Dr. Christopher
Browning, who has dedicated his
career to studying the Holocaust.
Log onto: www.wilkinstheatre.com

* * * * * * *
The Carriage House Poetry Se-

ries, featuring distinguished literati
from all over the country, will hold
the next reading on Thursday, De-
cember 1, at 8 p.m. at the Kuran Arts
Center in Fanwood. D. M. Dutcher
from Highland Park will be the fea-
tured poet, and there will also be a
formal presentation of awards to 10
winners, including local poet and
first-prize winner Edwin Romond.
The Center is located on Watson
Road, off Martine Avenue. For in-
formation, call Series Director Adele
Kenny at (908) 889-7223.

* * * * * * *
On Saturday, November 26 at 8

p.m., the legendary Aztec Two-Step,
with guests Red Molly, will per-
form The Songbook of Simon &
Garfunkel, at the Sanctuary Concert
series at the Presbyterian Church of
Chatham, 240 Southern Boulevard.
Tickets are $20. Purchase tickets by
calling (973) 376-4946, or visiting:
boxoffice@sanctuaryconcerts.org.

* * * * * * *
Celebrate the holidays with a

bottle of fine wine from participat-
ing local wineries during the Holi-
day Wine Trail Weekend, Friday
through Sunday, November 25 to
27. Activities will include wine cel-
lar tours, food and wine samplings,
music and more. The event will take
place on New Jersey’s Wine Trails.
For information, call (908) 995-7800
or visit www.newjerseywines.com.

SP Author To Appear
At Barnes and Noble
SCOTCH PLAINS – Frank Thorne,

a Scotch Plains cartoonist and author,
will appear at the Barnes and Noble
bookstore on Route 22 West in Spring-
field on Saturday, December 3, from
2 until 5 p.m.

“I’ll be raising dough for Aunt
Betty; my royalties will go to the
Frazee fund,” said Mr. Thorne, car-
toonist and author of “The Illustrated
History of Union County.”

“After all, she was a local baker,
who heroically confronted Lords
Cornwallis and Howe after the Battle
of the Short Hills in Scotch Plains in
June of 1777,” he added.

The historic Frazee house is on the
site of the old Terry-Lou Zoo. The
structure fell into disrepair, and the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary tack-
led the task of resurrecting the Frazee
house and make it, and the surround-
ing acreage, a place for public meet-
ings, arts and crafts shows, picnics and
displays of 18th Century artifacts.

First Congregational
Resumes Musicales

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, announces the resump-
tion of their Mid-Day Musicales se-
ries of concerts for Advent. These
half-hour Wednesday noontime con-
certs are free, and are followed by an
optional soup and sandwich luncheon
in the church social hall for $5.

The three concerts scheduled are:
November 30 - Bamboo Breeze En-
semble; Zhang Jing Qin, vocalist;
Xiao Xiannian, yangqin; Julie Tay,
percussion; December 7 - Juana
Zayas, piano; December 14 - Meredith
Hoffmann-Thomson, soprano; Bar-
bara Thomson, piano.

Get Outta’
The House

WF’s Rob Palmer Debates
Patriotism and Vengeance

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Westfield native
Rob Palmer has never shot a terrorist,
but he dares to wonder what it would
be like.

So says the back cover of his book,
“Patriot James,” a page-turning
thriller that explores the question,
where does patriotism end and ven-
geance begin?

Mr. Palmer, who lived in Westfield
for the first 32 years of his life, and
whose father still lives here, recalls
his early days as happy ones.

“I was the luckiest kid in the world
to grow up in Westfield,” he ex-
claimed, adding that the Town Book
Store and Tamaques Park were two of
his favorite places in town.

The author traces his writing ca-
reer back to those days, especially his

years at Westfield High School
(WHS).

He fondly recalls the mentoring he
received from Walt Clarkson, WHS’s
journalism teacher and school news-
paper advisor.

Although he felt the calling to be a
writer even back in high school, Mr.
Palmer didn’t immediately follow his
muse.

“Stories always came to me, but I
never did anything about them,” he
told the Westfield Leader and The /
Times.

Now, with an almost-30-year ca-
reer as a computer programmer and
analyst behind him, he turned his
attention to that which he has always
loved to do – write.

The events of September 11, 2001,
were, in a sense, the inspiration for
“Patriot James.”

 “I got to thinking: suppose my
brother had been one of the people in
the World Trade Center.  How far
would I go to get revenge for his
death?” the author, who writes under
the name R.O. Palmer, explained.

Then, using an “old Stephen King
trick” of looking at a situation from
another perspective, Mr. Palmer made
the protagonist of “Patriot James” a
woman, Cynthia James.

The result is 294 pages of sus-
pense, intrigue, international jet set-
ting and revenge in the name of pa-
triotism.

The reader is quickly drawn into
this compelling story, whose prologue
begins with events that occur right
here in New Jersey.

The plot, characters and many set-
tings of “Patriot James” are written in
a genuine and believable manner. It’s
easy to lose yourself in the book. At
the same time the reader is challenged
to rethink previous ideas of patrio-
tism, especially in a post-9/11 world.

“Patriot James” deals with ques-
tions we as a society have to address,”
said Mr. Palmer.

Despite its “heavy” theme, “Patriot
James” is an excellent novel for those
who wish to escape into finely writ-
ten fiction. Just be sure you have a
block of time available for reading,
for once you are drawn into this story,
it’s difficult to put the book aside.

“Patriot James” is available at the
Town Book Store. For more informa-
tion about Rob Palmer, or “Patriot
James,” log onto www.ropalmer.com.

Westfield’s Rob Palmer

Gobble! Gobble! Thanksgiving is
here! Time to gobble up some good
books about the holidays. Children’s
book publishers came out with the
following “feast” of books in 2005.

Thanksgiving dinner doesn’t al-
ways have to include turkey. In “Tur-
key Surprise” by Peggy Archer, three
pilgrims out hunting for their Thanks-
giving dinner come to realize they
have alternatives. The book’s read-
aloud style makes it perfect book for
pre-schoolers, and its happy ending
will have young readers taking the
side of the turkey. Published by Dial.

A book for young readers that truly
shows how to give thanks is “My
Book of Thanks” by B.G. Hennessy.
This book takes a reverent, yet joy-
ful, approach to all of the blessings a
child might be thankful for. It uses a
prayer of thanksgiving, followed by
a prayer of hope, to celebrate each

blessing. The book is published by
Candlewick and is also geared to pre-
schoolers and younger.

Do turkeys dance? Do they try to
get a suntan? A light-hearted book
about Thanksgiving is “Five Silly
Turkeys,” illustrated by Salina Yoon.
This sturdy board book will have
even the youngest readers and listen-
ers giggling as they see turkeys doing
all kinds of silly things. Plus, it’s a
counting book as well. Price Stern
Sloan publishes it.

This year, Knopf Books for Young
Readers released the comical

With Marylou MoranoBook NookBook NookBook NookBook NookBook Nook
Thanksgiving: Time To
 Gobble Up Good Books

“Thelonius Turkey Lives!” by Lynn
Rowe Read. Again, targeted to very
young readers, this charming tale
tells the story of what one turkey
will do to avoid becoming Thanks-
giving dinner. The book also shows
children what it means to cooperate.
Like “Turkey Surprise” listed above,
this book also takes the side of the
turkey, and it also has a happy end-
ing – at least from the turkey’s point
of view!

Children’s author Diane de Groat
added to her series of books about the
little opossum, Gilbert, in “We Gather
Together, Now Please Get Lost!”
Gilbert’s day starts off on the wrong
foot when he is late to school on the
day his class is taking a class trip to
Pilgrim Town. The day goes “down-
hill” from there, or does it? The
author’s own watercolors illustrate
the book, adding to its charm. The
book is targeted to early elementary
school readers and is published by
Chronicle.

A visit from Santa Claus on
Thanksgiving? It happens in Natasha
Wing’s, “Merry Thanksgiving.”
When Joey Melvin sends his Christ-
mas list to Santa even before Thanks-
giving, it turns out to be a good thing
for his family, who become trapped
in their home for Thanksgiving with
no food to eat. This book is a delight-
ful “twist” of two holidays in one.
HarperFestival publishes it.

Enjoy your Thanksgiving and re-
member: you can never get too full of
books!

Discovering

New Worlds

The

Wardlaw-

Hartridge School

1295 Inman Avenue
Edison, NJ 08820

www.whschool.org

ADMISSION
INFORMATION

SESSIONS
December 6, 2005

9 to 11 a.m.

January 21, 2006
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

February 8, 2006
9 to 11 a.m.

April 12, 2006
9 to 11 a.m.

R.S.V.P by calling
(908) 754-1882 x 155

Michelle H. Le Poidevin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ECLECTIC FIGURES…Bob Yurochko hangs his eclectic range of paintings at
the Westfield Art Gallery, which is housed at the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts on East Broad Street in Westfield. The exhibition, entitled “Musical Fig-
ures,” will be held throughout November and December.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

It is that time of year when a sweatshirt
is in order. As the nip of fall grows more
serious and signals Mother Nature’s
crueler intentions, a young kid’s fancy
turns to the warmth of indoor entertain-
ment and the potential of what fantasies
therein might lie…perhaps in a game
of Zathura. Besides, things can only
turn out better for Danny (Jonah Bobo)
with the change of venue. Or so the
little protagonist in this science fiction
story is hoping.

From the pen of Chris Van Allsburg,
the writer whose last filmic moves were
Jumanji (1995) and Polar Express
(2004), this latest twirl of the movie reel
by director Jon Favreau lands us on that
watershed moment in life. That juncture
of your being when you are sure things
would be just great if you could only
learn to swim, or read, or do whatever
daunting task it is that’s making you feel
so all alone and incapable and small.

In Danny’s case, it’s football. Just
before being whooshed into the house
by a whirlwind of what few leaves
haven’t yet disappeared into the ap-
proaching winter, he is being chided
by Walter (Josh Hutcherson), his per-
functorily intolerant older brother.
The sad truth of the matter is, he still
can’t catch the old pigskin.

Dad, portrayed by Tim Robbins, is
loving enough. But a recent divorce
and a high-pressure job have him
otherwise occupied. In a lip service
mode, he assures Danny that he’ll be
swiping the spiraling missile out of
the air with acrobatic grace in no
time. He isn’t very persuasive. He is
even less convincing in his admon-

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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™

Zathura: Another
Bored Game

ishment of Walter. .
Kristen Stewart’s character study

of the self-absorbed teenager, albeit
drawn in unflattering baroque carica-
ture, is a subtext in itself. Quite effec-
tively written and executed, it is ap-
parent that author Allsburg is familiar
with this species of adolescent. Too
bad the rest of the sociology doesn’t
work with such disarming convic-
tion.

Granted, Messrs. Bobo and
Hutcherson do a good enough job of
exuding the ins and outs of this
generation’s latchkey kids. But it’s a
stereotype by now. There’s nothing
really new here. At least nothing that
can stand as a recompense for the
noisy, repetitive, and eventually
numbing derring-do that ensues once
the boys start playing Zathura.

Not unlike Jumanji, there’s a Devil’s
worth of supernatural fomentations
in its details. The first spin turns the
house into a veritable spaceship. Tear-
ing away from Earth “Wizard of Oz”-
style, the spooky old manse sails to-
ward the stars.

It’s rare that an otherwise mediocre
movie throws a bona fide twist at you
so late in the mix. But it happens here,
making you wonder what positive
spin might have been imparted to the
sci-fi adventure if more of its script
were thus inspired. As it stands,
Zathura just doesn’t have enough
winning moves.

Westfield Glee Club
Holds Winter Concerts

WESTFIELD — The Westfield Glee
Club, under the direction of Thomas
Booth, will perform the 81st Year Win-
ter Concerts on Saturday, December 3
at 8 p.m. at Calvary Lutheran Church in
Cranford and on Sunday, December 4
at 4 p.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield. George Lachenauer is the
accompanist and will be joined by
Howard Dreizler on some selections.

All are invited to attend the con-
certs and interested singers may talk
with glee members about a singing
membership. Tickets are available
from glee members and at the door
for a donation of $15 for adults, and
$12 for students and seniors.

See It All On
www.goleader.com

* * * * * * *
Zathura, rated PG, is a Sony Pic-

tures Entertainment release directed
by Jon Favreau and stars Jonah Bobo,
Josh Hutcherson and Kristen Stewart.
Running time: 113 minutes.


