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Letters to
the Editor

Elected Freeholders
Thank Voters

We would like to thank the voters of
Union County for their overwhelming
support in re-electing us. We would
also like to thank the many supporters
and volunteers who gave their time to
help.

We pledge to continue providing you
with the best possible governmental
services, keeping Union County as the
finest place in New Jersey to live and
raise a family.

Angel Estrada
Rick Proctor
Nancy Ward

The Column B Democratic Team

PAL Parent Responds to Letter
Regarding Fundraising In Westfield

PAL Fundraising Program Receives
Comment from Westfield Coach

Councilwoman-Elect Vicki Kimmins
Thanks Opponent and Residents

Community Invited to Attend
Concerts for Hurricane Victims

Bruce Paterson Thanks Voters For
Support During Freeholder Campaign

Asw. Stender Thanks
District 22 Voters

I would like to thank the voters of the
22nd Legislative District for re-elect-
ing me to my third term in the New
Jersey General Assembly. I am deeply
gratified by the outpouring of support I
received during my campaign. It af-
firms my commitment to improving
our community and continuing our suc-
cessful efforts to build a better New
Jersey.

I encourage you to contact my office
at any time. My office is open Monday
to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and located at
1801 East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, NJ
07076. I can be reached by phone at
(908) 668-1900 or by e-mail at
aswstender.njleg.org. I welcome the op-
portunity to speak with you.

Once again, thank you for your sup-
port.

Linda Stender
Assemblywoman

District 22

It is truly a crazy time in the world
right now. We all have many con-
cerns: war, hurricanes, fuel prices
and the cost of education, to name a
few. As Artistic Director of WYACT
(Westfield Young Artists’ Coopera-
tive Theatre, Inc.), I want to take the
time to thank all those who contribute
graciously to our organization, to its
young participants and, particularly
at the moment, to all those in the
community who have donated ser-
vices, time, and themselves to assist
in the upcoming “hurricane relief”
concert: “Richard Rodgers, A Cel-
ebration of his Music.”

Two performances will be held on
Friday, December 30, at 6 p.m. and
8:30 p.m., at the First Baptist Church
of Westfield, 170 Elm Street. WYACT
is presenting these concerts solely as
fundraisers to benefit the victims of
the Gulf Coast hurricanes. Net pro-
ceeds will go directly to the Salvation
Army for that purpose.

Guests of honor will be Major Bar-
bara Kelly, Salvation Army Divisional
secretary for Program Development
and director of World Trade Center
Assistance, and Major Charles Kelly,
Salvation Army executive director for
Newark Area Services.

Major Charles Kelly’s job in New
Orleans was to set up warehousing
for much needed supplies and neces-
sities. I am in total awe of these two
people who give so much of them-
selves to others 365 days of the year.

WYACT has no budget for this
event. To make the concerts a reality,
community individuals and organi-
zations had to be willing to donate
their times and services at no cost –

and they did just that. For example,
Reverend Darla Turlington and the
First Baptist Church of Westfield have
offered the church’s sanctuary as a
venue and rehearsal space; Falcon
Printing has provided the posters,
programs and ad layouts; Cranford
Dramatic Club and Superintendent
Ed Hartnet of the Union County Edu-
cational Services Commission have
offered rehearsal space; Newspapers
such as The Westfield Leader, Subur-
ban News, Courier News, Star Led-
ger and the Worrall newspapers have
offered press coverage; Tarpley’s &
Company, Boogies’ Tickets and the
UPS store have offered their premises
and time to be ticket vendors; Paper
Mill Playhouse has provided costume
accessories; Audio, Inc. has offered
lighting and sound; the WYACT cast,
musical staff, parents and the Music
Studio Flute Choir have offered their
talents, and the list goes on.

Our goal is to sell out and raise
$5,000 for the Gulf Coast Victims. We
hope to find a corporation or indi-
vidual who will be willing to match
the funds we raise from the concerts.
Most important, I feel confident that
the residents of our area will support
this effort by attending a performance.

At the same time, patrons will have
the opportunity to enjoy an evening
of the wonderful music of Richard
Rodgers. Thank you to all who help
us reach our goal and, by doing so,
will contribute to those on the Gulf
Coast who desperately need
everyone’s help. For further concert
information, call (908) 233-3200.

Cynthia Meryl
Westfield

Responding to the November 17 let-
ter to the editor written by Ms. Spinner
condoning the Westfield PAL Can Drive
Fundraiser, I feel Ms. Spinner is out of
touch with her community. To begin,
can drives are a widely accepted form
of fundraising that is used by sports,
bands and other programs throughout
the state and country. It is surprising
that Ms. Spinner has not participated in
the likes of a can drive noting she has
three children of her own.

The PAL fundraiser, which is held
once a year, is not for trips. It is simply
to defray the costs associated with play-
ing a game. Westfield PAL does con-
tribute to communities that are not as
privileged as the Westfield community.
In fact, last year Westfield contributed
football cleats that were offered to our
league to the PAL team in Irvington. In
addition, Westfield sponsored a game
for Irvington and even contributed to a
dinner for our fellow football team.

As for the older PAL players, almost
all are required to perform many ser-
vice hours for their rights of passage in
religion, student government, scouting
and other service organizations they
belong to. These same kids can be found

at food banks and the likes of activities
Ms. Spinner had listed.

One does not have to contribute if she
does not want to. You may simply say,
“I’m sorry, but good luck,” continue on
your way and not feel guilty.

As for me, I believe donations help
keep programs running. I have even
contributed to our so-called rivals and
wished them luck, and then I explained
to my children that this is what good
sportsmanship is all about. There have
been times I only had pennies in my
purse to contribute, sometimes it may
have been dollars and sometimes I may
have not had any money on my person
at all, but I still wished the group, “good
luck.”

I have contributed to programs long
before I had children and will continue
to do so once my children are grown.
Perhaps I will even contribute to a pro-
gram that Ms. Spinner’s children may
be involved in, and perhaps even wish
them luck, as do most of the people in
our community.

Jean Giacone
Parent, Westfield PAL

Football Player

This letter is in response to Ms.
Spinner’s letter to the editor regarding
the Westfield P.A.L. football fundraising
that took place in early November. I am
an assistant coach for the fifth-grade
PAL travel football team and I could
not agree more with Ms. Spinner.

In fact, I have decided to punish my
two kids who participated in this ill-
conceived fundraiser. To have my kids
donate their time to give back to a sport
they love is wrong on so many levels.

Ms. Spinner, I can only imagine the
pain you went through with your kids
as you kept running into these “pan-
handlers.” And then actually having
to communicate with your kids as to
why you would not give the change
you received from three slurpies must

have caused an unbearable level of
anxiety.

As you contemplated these actions,
long seconds must have turned into a
very painful minute. I can’t believe
these 8, 9 and 10 year olds did not let
you know where these funds were be-
ing allocated (actually some funds go
to the Irvington program, which would
not be able to operate without them).

Moving forward, I am sure the PAL
program would love a list of fundraisers
that you, Ms. Spinner, find dignified
and acceptable for these irritating uni-
form-clad children to hold.

Westfield needs more citizens like
you.

John Githens
Westfield

I must thank the voters for the sup-
port in my campaign for Garwood Boro
Council. It was a close race despite 75
percent of campaign lawn signs disap-
pearing (twice!). And I congratulate
my opponents who won, Bill and Walt.

My support came from all sides: the
independents, the Democrats and the
Republicans. Why? They realized that
I am not beholden to any party, that I am
not a politician but just another “TOT”
(Tee’d off Taxpayer) like everyone else.
My slogan was “the taxpayers versus
the government!” Even the opposition
called me a fiscal conservative, which I
appreciate.

The tally showed that just on name
recognition and word of mouth alone,

we can make a serious dent in the poli-
tics of our boro. Due to my new job, the
few weeks of bad weather and the last
three weeks I was sick with a respira-
tory infection, I had done minimal cam-
paigning and door-to-door canvassing,
yet came within 100 votes of the top
candidate. My one downfall in review:
I told people either you hate or love me.
However, I did not take into consider-
ation that many people in Garwood still
do not know me. The door-to-door-
canvassing would have been a key to
success.

Thanks for the support and the vali-
dation of the issues.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Be Thankful For Our Community,
Return of Soldiers From Iraq

This Thursday, we once again celebrate Thanks-
giving. True, it is a significant national holiday,
immortalizing the journey and triumphs of our
country’s first settlers and celebrating the beginning
of a melting-pot American culture. But most of us
feel the holiday as a profoundly personal one, one
that brings together the significant people in our
individual lives.

Some families separated by distance will reunite;
some will, unfortunately, feel the weight of familial
strife a little more. For many in our community,
Thanksgiving means an epic feast not to be rivaled
by any other meal during the year; for some, it is a
day to feel the weight of poverty a little more.

As with many holidays, Thanksgiving can bring
stress and chaos. Not all of the chaos is necessarily
bad – some of it can be downright entertaining – but
hopefully everyone can look past a burnt turkey or a
petty squabble and remember that everyone has
something to be thankful for.

 And, thinking outside of our own individual
lives, we must remember that there are those who
cannot celebrate the holiday with loved ones or
big meals.

It has been an eventful year with tsunamis and
hurricanes causing suffering for thousands – that
which we escaped. As we give thanks for our good
fortune, provide a moment of thought for others.

This year, many residents of our community are
extra thankful; the return of many local soldiers from
a long deployment in Iraq has certainly reminded us
of how precious the gifts of family, friends and
community truly are.

The start of the holiday season is upon us. Many
stores and advertisements are already reminding us
that Christmas is fast approaching. This year, let us
enjoy Thanksgiving and embrace the spirit of the
upcoming Christmas season. Let’s remember the
gifts we already have – thankful for the community
of people with whom we share those gifts.

Is community a place or
an attitude? Thanks for
your perceptive editorial
(October 20) on “The
County West of the Park-
way.” Yes, Plainfield is a
dichotomy — and has
been for 300 years. Very

much like what was happening in the West Fields at
the turn of the 17th/18th centuries. Communities
change only slowly, and history teaches entirely
different meanings for the same words.

Our study of the land survey made by Harriman in
1699/1700 for the Associates in Elizabethtown shows
three distinct areas, where the cultural backgrounds
and sense of community were quite different.
Westfield became a separate community, a suburban
back road along the upper Rahway River ran through
Springfield to the Newark line and undeveloped
farmlands beyond Scots Plains had been the land
holdings of non-resident Lord Proprietors.

Proprietors expected to be landlords, the Associ-
ates expected mostly to be settlers. The western area
named as Plainfield and North Plainfield in 1847
started out in 1683 as a single 2,500-acre Royal
grant. As this was sold off into smaller parcels, many
of the Proprietors bought or acquired a second set of
deeds under 100 acre “Elizabethtown rights.” Few
evidences have survived there of the Harriman sur-
vey lines. By 1778, a hundred years later, there was
still one 1,200-acre plot in the center and a half-
dozen properties of about half a square mile. After
1838, South Avenue along the railroad ran east/west
diagonally across this grid. Only a narrow strip along
the Green Brook boundary shows the clear pattern of
Harriman parallel lines.

The early lost history of Springfield includes peri-
ods when the dividing line between Newark and
Elizabeth moved back and forth from Newark Av-

enue in Kenilworth to Seton Hall College in South
Orange. This back road corridor extended through
parts of Millburn, Maplewood, and Irvington. A
Dutch enclave of 2,000 acres which can be traced in
H1700 lots 1-36 extended a half mile southeast of the
upper Rahway, to Stuyvesant Avenue at Lyons. Dutch
investors in the Stuyvesant and DeHart families all
vanished before 1700, and left behind them no
coherent sense of community.

Growth in the Westfield area started with a strong
sense of working together. Most of the first Associ-
ates before 1670 acquired and developed a small
farmland plot in the rich meadows and uplands west
of the Rahway for out-farming while they still lived
in town. Harriman’s survey formalized these into a
regular grid of nominally 100-acre lots, keeping the
same neighbors. Nobody moved out because the
Proprietors had conflicting land grants, which cov-
ered the whole colony of New Jersey.

By 1720, the Associates began testing a stronger
system of defense against ejection suits. In 1727, the
first settlers in the center of Westfield began moving
out from their homes in Elizabeth, with a spurt in
1735 following a decision in their favor in a large
eviction suit. In 1837, a centennial review of the
Westfield Presbyterian church lists the names and
location of parishioners who were then in the second
and third generation of settlers, grown up on the 100-
acre farm plots first chosen by their ancestors in the
1600s.

These differences in cultural background have a
lasting effect. Community deals with both tangible
and intangible values. Do we give back more than we
get? What is a tree? Ask whether the rules we create
today treat Westfield as our home base, or as a
marketing area for profits to be siphoned off.

Publisher’s Note: Dr. Homer J. Hall, former
Westield Town Historian, now lives in Exeter, New
Hampshire.

Homer Hall

By Dr. Homer J. Hall

The Sense of a Community,
Is it a Place or an Attitude?

My heartfelt congratulations go out
to all the Westfield candidates for an
exciting and invigorating campaign. I
consider myself blessed to live in a
town where so many talented and car-
ing individuals are willing to give back
to their community.

I would especially like to thank my
opponent in the second ward, Frank
Fusaro, for always greeting me with a
big smile and friendly word…a perfect
gentleman! Frank’s dedication to his
family and our town sports programs is
truly commendable.

Congratulations on your brother-in-
laws’ safe return home from Iraq with
the 250th Signal Battalion.

My sincere thanks also go out to the
Young Republicans for their dedica-
tion, spirit and enthusiasm during the
campaign. It was wonderful to see the
excitement that the high-school stu-
dents, both Young Republicans and
Democrats, brought to our town on
Election Day.

To my family, friends, constituents: I
cannot express enough how much I
value and appreciate your time, support
and encouragement. I am anxious and
ready to take on this challenge, and I
look forward to representing you for
the next four years.

Vicki Kimmins
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ampullaceous – Shaped like a bottle

or inflated bladder
2. Simbil – A stork native to Africa
3. Holosericeous – Completely cov-

ered with minute silky hairs
4. Wurley – An Australian aboriginal

hut

CREPITACULUM
1. A rattle-like organ as of the rattle-

snake
2. An indentation or loophole in the top

of a battlement or wall
3. A burial vault
4. A wicker basket for holding fish

BATTUE
1. Needless repetition of words in speak-

ing or writing
2. A hunt conducted by driving game

from cover to a place near waiting hunters
3. To cry out loud; to howl
4. Poor; weak; without strength

PALAESTRIC
1. Heroic, said of a knight in

Charlemagne’s court
2. Suitable for a palace; large and or-

nate
3. Pertaining to wrestling
4. Pertaining to a large area, including

Europe, northern Asia, Arabia and Africa
CHTHONOPHAGIA

1. Eating only green plant life
2. Subsisting entirely on fish
3. The eating of raw flesh
4. An abnormal impulse to eat clay or

soil

Nice Deed on
Election Day

To the coffee and donut angel who
saved the day for the election board
workers of District 17 and 18 at Terrill
Middle School in Scotch Plains – the
donuts were delicious and the coffee
helped us through the day.

Thank you so much. We really appre-
ciated your thoughtfulness.

Paula Berry
Board Workers

District 17 and 18
Scotch Plains

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Christmas Giving
Information Sought
Publisher’s Note: There are

many organizations in the area pre-
paring to collect Christmas gifts
for families, food for the hungry
and toys for children. Many are not
as fortunate as are we. Please con-
sider how you might help others
share in the warmth of the season.

For organizations, we ask that
you notify us as soon as possible
about your charity activities. We
will post regular notices in our
newspaper and on the Internet at
goleader.com to assist others who
are considering becoming a part of
these good deeds.

Please e-mail your information
to editor@goleader.com regarding
your endeavors with a summary of
what you are doing, for whom your
benefits flow and your contact in-
formation.


