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Corzine Cabinet Posts
To Be Filled By January

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON – Governor-elect Jon
Corzine’s transition chairman Rich-
ard Leone will name key members of
the governor’s cabinet in January.

During a conference call with re-
porters from around the tri-state area
on November 11, including The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Leone
said he anticipates the attorney gen-
eral, secretary of state and possibly
the state treasurer to be named early,
given their importance to the incom-
ing administration.

“There are no decisions that have
been made and these positions are
wide open,” Mr. Leone said.

The transition office, located
across from the State House in Tren-
ton, was given a budget of $250,000
for its two-month task of filling key
members of the Corzine Adminis-
tration.

“This is not going to be one of
those big sprawling transitions,” Mr.
Leone said. “This is going to be a
slender, lean-and-mean operation
because time demands that.”

He said Mr. Corzine’s first task
would be to initiate his new ethical
standards for all state workers, as
well as anyone doing business with
the state. He said applicants would go
through “rigorous” background
checks to ensure they meet with the
new ethical standards of the Corzine
Administration.

The governor-elect will also face
immediate policy issues including in-
troduction of a state budget.

The new administration will re-
ceive briefings on the state’s fiscal
forecast by Acting Governor Richard
Codey and his administration. Gov-
ernor-elect Corzine wanted to create
an elected state controller to focus on
state spending issues.

Mr. Leone, who worked on transi-
tions for former Governors Brendan
Byrne and Jim Florio, said an “ava-
lanche” of résumés were received
for the two dozen positions in the
administration, ranging from entry-
level to cabinet-level positions. The
applications are from both experi-
enced and non-experienced individu-
als. He said his staff would be look-
ing at the “quality of performance”
of applicants in their current and
past employment.

“From what I’ve scene, it looks like
a broad range of people — some
experienced, some not. I don’t see
any concentration from any particu-
lar place,” he said.

He said past political employment
would not disqualify persons seeking
positions in the administration. “But
it does mean tightened scrutiny,” he
acknowledged.

“The people picked initially will be
picked on the merits,” Mr. Leone said.

“I suspect that we are going to wind
up with a hell of a team,” Mr. Leone
told reporters.

“We are going to look for the best
people we can find who can handle
these jobs that are tougher than they
ever were” given the state’s fiscal
deficit and corruption scandals the
past few years. Mr. Leone said one
his responsibilities will be to sell the
importance of serving the state in
high-level cabinet positions, despite
the pay cuts from the private sector
and the scrutiny of disclosure and
other background checks.

“We are going to have to change
the culture we have right here in both
parties of government,” he said.

Mr. Leone recalled a newspaper
headline when he left his position as
state treasurer in the Byrne Admin-
istration: “Public Confidence Re-
stored.”

“I think Jon Corzine is going to
restore public confidence,” he said. “I
know he is determined to do that.”

The Leader/Times asked if Union
County residents applied for posi-
tions in the new administration. Mr.
Leone said he has yet to conduct a
breakdown on regions of where the
résumés were coming from, al-
though noting most were from New
Jersey.

“I expect Union (County) will be
well represented both in the applica-
tions and in the government,” he said.

Mr. Leone was questioned on how
the new ethical standards will impact
the transition selection process.

“We are going to set a tone that
there will be zero tolerance of people
who vary from these ethical stan-
dards,” he said.

Mr. Leone was questioned on the
pending decision by Mr. Corzine to
name a replacement to fill the re-
maining year on his U.S. Senate term.

“I really don’t know any answers to
that one. You’d have to ask the sena-
tor,” he responded.

Governor-elect Corzine will be
sworn in on Tuesday, January 17.

Garwood to Honor
Reservists, Guard

GARWOOD — The Borough of
Garwood is asking residents who
know or have a family member from
Garwood that is in the Reserves or
National Guard and who has been
called to active duty and will be re-
turning home from service to contact
the borough.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy and the
borough council would like to ac-
knowledge local Reservists and Na-
tional Guard members with resolu-
tions upon their return home. Please
contact the borough at (908) 789-
0710 to provide information to the
borough.

After 113 Years in Business

WE’RE

CLOSING

OUR DOORS
THURSDAY,

DECEMBER 15TH

Mackie Furniture
320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

908-756-3274

All Merchandise Must Go!
Savings Up To 75% Off

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
Friday & Saturday

NO OFFERS REFUSED!

11:00am to 5:00pm

List

Price

Harden, Statton, Nichols & Stone,
Moosehead,  Lexington, Stanley

 and Many More

Sunday: 1:00pm to 4:00pm

Ferguson Votes to Trim
Federal Budget Deficit

WASHINGTON - Rep. Mike
Ferguson, (R-7th), on Friday voted
for legislation trimming nearly $50
billion in federal spending during the
next five years. The legislation also
includes a provision authored by Rep.
Ferguson that calls for boosting first-
responders’ emergency communica-
tions capabilities.

The Deficit Reduction Act, the un-
derlying budget legislation that in-
cludes Rep. Ferguson’s communica-
tions language, won House approval
217-215. The Senate earlier this
month passed similar legislation, and
the two bills need to be reconciled
before final congressional approval.

The House-approved measure
would reduce the rate of growth from
so-called mandatory programs whose
spending increase automatically with-
out annual congressional approval.

“This budget represents tough
choices and key reforms to reduce the
deficit, and it ensures government
will provide the services we need at a
price we can afford,” Rep. Ferguson
said after the vote.

The budget bill includes provisions
to transition to all-digital television
broadcasting by Dec. 31, 2008, when
television broadcasters must relin-
quish their valuable analog spectrum.
As originally recommended by the 9/
11 Commission in 2004, the bill sets
aside a portion of that spectrum for
first responders to increase their com-
munication capabilities, including
allowing emergency personnel in dif-
ferent jurisdictions to communicate
with each other.

Rep. Ferguson’s language calls on
the Federal Communications Com-
mission to review setting aside broad-
cast spectrum not only for voice but
also for broadband communications
for first responders. Broadband ap-
plications could include real-time
video, detailed images, automated
dispatch, multimedia alerts and real-
time monitoring and data transmis-
sion for everything from sensors to
emergency health and disaster recov-
ery incidents.

“I’m pleased my provision calling
for boosting first-responders’ emer-
gency communications capabilities
was included in the budget bill and
approved by the House,” Rep.
Ferguson said. “In addition to voice
communications, if emergency re-
sponse officials can receive a blue-
print of a building on a portable wire-

less device, they can better plan their
response to a fire and coordinate the
recovery of victims who may be
trapped inside. After Sept. 11, we’ve
asked first responders to take on new
homeland security responsibilities,
and giving them access to the latest
technology will help them carry out
that mission, too.”

The House Energy and Commerce
Committee first approved Rep.
Ferguson’s first-responder amend-
ment last month. The congressman is
a member of that panel’s subcommit-
tee on Telecommunications and the
Internet.

The underlying budget bill con-
tains provisions that trim spending
and also reform government pro-
grams. For example, the legislation
strengthens Medicaid by closing loop-
holes that allow wealthy Americans
to shelter their assets while still quali-
fying for taxpayer-paid Medicaid
benefits.

The measure would reduce Medic-
aid prescription drug spending by en-
couraging generic drug use and also
ensuring that Medicaid payments for
medicine reflect pharmacists’ true
costs.

At the urging of the nation’s gover-
nors, the budget bill also allows a
state to modify its Medicaid benefits
package so it is equivalent to other
health programs in that state with the
largest enrollment.

Medicaid is a federal-state program
that pays for health care for low-in-
come Americans and is jointly funded
by the federal and state governments.
Total Medicaid spending is projected
this year to be $338 billion, about
$193 billion of which would be paid
by the federal government.

Medicaid spending is one of the
fastest-growing programs in both fed-
eral and state budgets. Overall Medic-
aid costs have increased more than 60
percent in the last five years, and the
federal government’s share of Medic-
aid costs has increased from $129.3
billion in 2001 to $193 billion today.

With the reforms included in the
House-approved bill, Medicaid
spending would increase 7 percent
annually, according to the non-parti-
san Congressional Budget Office
(CBO). Under current law without
the changes in the House bill, Medic-
aid spending would increase 7.3 per-
cent, according to CBO.

The federal budget also calls for a
$1 billion, or 50 percent, increase in
funding for the Low-Income Home
Energy Assistance Program.

On the digital television transition
issue, the broadcast spectrum not set
aside for emergency officials would
be auctioned off to wireless carriers
for commercial development; offi-
cials estimate the auction could gen-
erate more than $10 billion to the
government.

With the transition to digital pro-
gramming, households with a televi-
sion that receives analog signals from
an antenna, as opposed to cable or
satellite services, will need a set-top
converter box to view the digital sig-
nal. The House-approved bill includes
a $990 million subsidy to allow house-
holds to purchase converters for tele-
visions that receive only over-the-air
analog signals. The converter box is
estimated to cost about $40.

Digital television signals offer
sharper picture quality and CD-like
audio.

Area Residents Are Invited
To Westfield Tree Lighting

Boy Scouts to Sell
Wreaths at Church

WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop
No. 77 of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Westfield will sell decorated bal-
sam Christmas wreaths, roping and
grave blankets at the church.

Sales will take place on Saturday,
December 3, from 9 a.m. to noon and
before and after services on Sun-
days, December 4 and 11. Wreaths
will be available in two sizes. No
advance orders are needed. St. Paul’s
Church is located at 414 East Broad
Street.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce has sched-
uled the Annual Town Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony for Sunday, De-
cember 4, at 4:30 p.m. in the North
Avenue Train Station lot.

Santa Claus will arrive in Westfield
on a fire truck to join Mayor Andy
Skibitsky in lighting the Christmas
tree.

Attendees are asked to donate non-
perishable food items to the First
United Methodist Church for its food
pantry to benefit the needy. Members
of the church’s youth group will be on
hand to offer a cup of Starbucks hot
chocolate and accept donations.

The evening festivities will include
a special presentation by the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts Alphorn
Ensemble followed by traditional
Christmas carols performed by the

Westfield Community Band.
Children of all ages will have an

opportunity to meet with Santa, who
will hand out candy cane treats and
Christmas activity books.

Local sponsors of the annual tree
lighting ceremony include the Town
Bank, Theresa’s Restaurant,
Isabella’s, Mojave Grill, Starbucks
and Drug Fair. For further informa-
tion, please call the Chamber at (908)
233-3021.

The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce is a volunteer business
advocacy organization. For more in-
formation about upcoming business
and community activities, please visit
www.WestfieldChamber.com.

58TH SHOW…Called “The Incredible, Super Reunion,” promoters for this
year’s Washington School show in Westfield gear up to sell out the playbill.
Pictured above, from left to right, are: Brian Fitzpatrick, Mary Aronds, Anabella
Silva and Teresa Scott Woods.

Washington School Sets 2006
Show Details and Schedule

WESTFIELD — “The Incredible,
Super Reunion” is the title of 58th
production of the Washington
School Show.

The show is written, performed
and directed by parents of Washing-
ton School. A highlight for students
of the school is the teacher dance
number.

The show dates are Friday, January
27 at 8 p.m. and Saturday, January 28
at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

The cost of a matinee ticket is $7

per person and an evening perfor-
mance ticket is $9 per person. The
community is welcome to come,
enjoy a few laughs and hear the
live band made up of Washington
School parents and alumni. The
ticket on-sale date will be an-
nounced soon.

Friends of the school and local
merchants can place an ad in the
playbill by calling Brian Fitzpatrick
(301) 1527 or Mary Aronds (908)
233-2259).

Borough Tree Lighting
On Tap December 4

FANWOOD – The annual
Fanwood Christmas Tree Lighting
and holiday kickoff event will be
held on Sunday, December 4, begin-
ning at 3 p.m. at the Community
House located on the north side of
the Fanwood train station.

Santa Claus will arrive in town first
to greet children and adults alike.
Parents may bring their own cameras
or a Polaroid photo will be available
free of charge for all participants.

Refreshments, arts and crafts, ice
carvings and other activities will be
provided for youngsters while they
await the opportunity to visit with
Santa.

A community sing-along of favor-
ite holiday carols will take place at
dusk, prior to the lighting of the
Fanwood tree by Mayor Colleen
Mahr. All are invited to attend.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com

Westfield

Christmas Tree

Lighting

Sunday, December 4
5:00pm

North Avenue Train Station

Meet
 Santa!

For information: Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

908-233-3021


