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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Sunday, November 13, a Boule-
vard resident reported that someone
entered his motor vehicle while it was
parked in front of his house and re-
moved a Kenwood AM/FM stereo
with a CD player.

Sunday, November 13, a Willow
Grove Road resident reported that
someone wrote on his motor vehicle
with magic marker.

Tuesday, November 15, Craig
Henderson, 37, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at Central Avenue and East
Broad Street following a motor ve-
hicle stop on an outstanding traffic
warrant out of Union Township for
$100. Henderson was released after
posting bail.

Tuesday, November 15, Spencer
Gardner, 31, of South Plainfield was
arrested at South Plainfield Police
Headquarters on the strength of an
outstanding traffic warrant out of
Westfield for $500. He was released
on bail.

Saturday, November 19, Kenneth
Meyerhoff, 49, of Garwood was ar-
rested in the 400 block of Central
Avenue and charged with driving
while intoxicated. He was released to
a responsible individual.

Sunday, November 20, a Grant
Avenue resident reported that some-
one had used her credit card to order
more than $16,604 in photographic
equipment.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, November 16, Giselle

Lopez, 23, of Scotch Plains and Chris-
topher Akrivos 24, also of Scotch
Plains, were arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana and posses-
sion with the intent to distribute mari-
juana.

They were also charged with pos-
session with the intent to distribute
marijuana within 1,000 feet of a
school zone, police said. Both sus-
pects were arrested after a two-week
long investigation conducted by the
detective Bureau.

Thursday, November 17, an em-
ployee of a store on Westfield Avenue
reported that his motor vehicle was
stolen. The value of the vehicle is
$5,000. There are no suspects at this
time.

Friday, November 18, a resident of
Wareham Court reported his vehicle
stolen. The victim stated he met a
male in a bar and they went back to
the victim’s house for more drinks.
When the victim woke up in the morn-
ing, his keys and the vehicle were
missing. Police said the victim did
not know the name of the suspect.

Saturday, November 19, a Newark
resident reported that her purse was
stolen while she was riding a NJ Tran-
sit bus. The purse contained credit
cards and cash.

Mountainside
Thursday, November 17, police

responded to a report of a burglary at
a public storage facility on Route 22
West. The victim stated that two RCA
televisions and two bins containing
girls’ clothing were missing from the
storage bin he rents. There was no
sign of forced entry.

Police said the detective bureau
was notified and advised to cancel the
report due to lack of evidence.

Friday, November 18, Abraham
Avecillas, 44, of Mountainside was
arrested after his vehicle became dis-
abled on Route 22 West at Summit
Avenue and it was determined he was
driving with a suspended license.

Avecillas was also charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI).

Saturday, November 19, police re-
sponded to a theft from a motor ve-
hicle a Route 22 West restaurant. The
victim stated his car was parked in the
west side of the parking lot. When he
returned from dinner, he discovered
the driver’s side door lock was dam-
aged and an unknown suspect had
gained entry to the vehicle.

The victim reported the theft of a
bowling ball and shoes, Christmas
towels, CDs and BMW jack tools.
Police said the total value of stolen
merchandise is valued at $1,800 and
that the suspect left prints on the
inside of the windshield. The inci-
dent has been turned over to the de-
tective bureau.

Police said a surveillance camera
was within 20 yards of the reported
burglary and that the tapes will be
used as evidence.

Sunday, November 20, police re-
sponded to the report of a theft from
a vehicle parked at a Route 22 East
restaurant. The victim stated that the
car was parked in the rear lot of the
restaurant. When the victim returned
to the vehicle he noticed the driver’s
side door lock pried apart and the
windows were down.

The victim stated that his insur-
ance card, registration card and the
log book containing the security code
for the vehicle were missing. Further
investigation revealed the keys to the
victims home were also taken along
with the keys to another vehicle. The
victim’s cell phone, 22 business shirts,
two pairs of slacks and two suits were
also stolen from the vehicle. Police
said the total value of stolen mer-
chandise was valued at $5,650.

Sunday, November 20, Dean S.
Jennings, 35, of Somerville was
stopped for urinating in public on
Route 22 East and New Providence
Road. The suspect was also charged
with DWI.

Sunday, November 20, Frederick
A. Rushing, 30, of Irvington was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on route 22 West at Glenside Avenue
for ficticious plates. It was also deter-
mined that Rushing had numerous
outstanding warrants.

approach those communities. The
plan includes a broader solicitation to
more residents,” Mr. Horne said. The
plan also includes “developing and
participating in local events and ac-
tivities. We intend to host town meet-
ings in these communities to talk with
the community councils and other
residents about how United Way can
help, how United Way operated to
help their communities and also ex-
plaining to them how they can get
involved,” he added.

“What’s missing, quite frankly, is
our ability to maintain strong rela-
tionships with key community lead-
ership” in towns such as Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Garwood and Clark, Mr.
Horne added.

The Westfield United Fund and the
United Way of Summit, Berkeley
Heights and New Providence opted
against merging with UWGUC, cit-
ing their past success in their
fundraising objectives. Westfield’s
goal this year is $700,000, with
$550,000 dedicated for its member
agencies and the remaining $150,000
for administrative expenses.

Mr. Horne noted that Westfield’s
United Way, now known as the United
Way of Westfield, is no longer a mem-
ber of the UWGUC board. In that
regard, the Westfield UW will no
longer receive an allocation from the
county United Way.

Linda Maggio, executive director
of the Westfield United Way for the
past 30 years, said Westfield received
annual allocations from the county
United Way since 1968. That number
reached a high of $194,201 in 1990-
1991 and 1991-1992, but declined
over the years to $25,000 last year
and zero dollars this year.

“The Westfield United Way is suc-
cessful because of a lot of different
pieces: a very talented staff and lead-
ership, a committed board in volun-
teers and (its) tradition” in the com-
munity, Mr. Horne said. “What I am
very cautious about is not wanting to
interrupt that momentum.”

He noted, however, that his job is to
inform Westfield residents “that there
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United Way’s
James Horne

are other opportunities for them to
help throughout the county. I think
that’s what leads us hopefully to more
fulfilling discussions with the
Westfield United Way around our al-
liances and how we can work to-
gether.”

“I am excited at this point that I’ve
had the opportunity to have some
additional dialogue with Linda
(Maggio) and the Westfield board.
We look forward to continuing our
conversations,” Mr. Horne said.

“I think if we work together, we
can position it so that we don’t com-
pete,” he said.

“Ultimately, we are not trying to
restrict or reduce what has already
existed in terms of success,” Mr. Horne
stated.

Due to a loss of employers in the
area, the UWGUC goals dropped from
$5.5 million to $3.5 million. From
2000 to 2004, the UWGUC’s
fundraising campaign “saw negative
production each year,” Mr. Horne said.
He said the county United Way should
be raising $6 million.

 “We have to take a different ap-
proach for what is now a very differ-
ent marketplace for our United Way.
Years ago, people tended to live where
they worked. We had a lot of large
factories and people right around
there. Now we have people who are
commuting for an hour,” he said.

In an effort to increase its fundraising
objectives, the county organization
purchased a mailing list this year of
26,000 households, Mr. Horne said. In
the past, the UWGUC relied on a list
of 3,000 families named in the county
UW’s computer database.

“In order for Greater Union County
to achieve its fundraising goals today,
we have to employ a strategy that
looks at increasing support of our
existing corporate base,” said Mr.
Horne. “Right now, approximately
eight companies account for about 70
percent of our fundraising goal.”

“So we are working very closely
with our best customers to improve
their campaigns for this year,” Mr.
Horne said.

In addition, the organization is
reaching out to the 500 companies in
Union County, which employ 50 or
more employees. Forty of these com-
panies were already contacted by the
UWGUC. UWGUC will also be in-
creasing direct mail solicitations to
small businesses.

Mr. Horne also said he wants to
increase leader gifts – donations of
$1,000 or more – and will be estab-
lishing a major gift category, requir-
ing a minimal donation of $10,000.

“The goal of the United Way is to
identify resources necessary to ad-
dress deficiencies and human condi-
tions that exist in our county,” he said,
noting that plans are in the works to
reach the UWGUC’s ultimate
fundraising goal of $6 million within
the next three to five years.

Bramnick Introduces Bill
On New Campaign Ads

TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) and As-
semblywoman-Elect Amy Handlin
(R-Monmouth) held a press confer-
ence Tuesday morning on a new piece
of legislation that would prohibit
misleading campaign ads.

The new legislation may require
a candidate that was found to have
used misleading and fraudulent
campaign advertising to issue two
corrective advertisements for each
misleading ad.

In addition, this bill would create
the establishment of a campaign ad-
vertising ethics committee that would
impose a penalty of between $100
and $1,000 per advertisement and,
at the discretion of the reviewing
judges, the creation of corrective ad-
vertisements.

Assemblyman Bramnick said these
reforms were needed due to the mis-
leading statements that were made
during the past election.

“The current defamation, libel and
slander laws do not provide adequate
protection to shield candidates for
public office from advertisements
containing false, deceptive and

fraudulent statements concerning a
candidate’s record in the public sec-
tor and private life. Due to this lack of
any realistic recourse by candidates
for public office that were attacked in
this manner, the practice of negative
campaigning by individuals and or-
ganizations continues to increase in
the State,” according to a press re-
lease issued at press time by Assem-
blyman Bramnick.

To enforce this campaign reform
bill, the proposed campaign advertis-
ing ethics committee would consist
of four members of the judicial branch
of the state government. The Chief
Justice would select two members
among judges from the Democratic
Party and two from the Republican
Party for this committee.

Assemblyman Bramnick, a law-
yer, and Assemblywoman-Elect
Handlin, who has a doctorate degree
in marketing, worked together to draft
a bill.

They said they hope to increase the
role that real issues play in elections
rather than relying on smear tactics.
The legislation will be introduced at
the next session of the legislature.

Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child

A Catholic independent school uniquely 
offering a challenging academic program 

in a nurturing and safe environment. In its 
commitment to educating the whole child,

Oak Knoll begins world language and 
technology instruction in a full-day 

kindergarten and encourages participation 
in community service, the arts, and team 

athletics. Financial aid and after-care 
services are available.

Because actions
speak louder than words.

44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org

Respectful
Confident  

Enthusiastic Joyful Reverent
Eager     Curious 

Playful

Winter Open House Information Sessions

Call to reserve your spot today! (908) 522-8109

Wednesday - 9 - 11 a.m.
December 7 Grades K-6
January 18  Grades K-6
February 8  Grades 1-6

Allison O’Hara Promoted
To President of Chamber

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
Board of Directors has voted unani-
mously to the promote Allison O’Hara
to president, effec-
tive Thursday, De-
cember 1. Ms.
O’Hara, who was
previously executive
director for the orga-
nization, will also
shift from part-time
to full-time with this
promotion.

“This was overdue
for the Chamber, and
it signals a positive
change for the orga-
nization,” stated
Hans Winberg,
chairman of the
Board of Directors.
“We have tremen-
dous faith that the Chamber will be
better positioned to serve the needs of
its members with Allison on board
full-time.”

In this decision, the board acknowl-
edged that the Chamber requires a
full-time administrator in order to
grow the organization and fulfill its
mission to help the Westfield busi-
ness community succeed.

As president, Ms. O’Hara will
work with more than 320 Chamber
members comprised of retail, ser-
vice, non-profits and professional
businesses. Her goals include ad-

dressing concerns of the South Av-
enue and Central Avenue businesses,
strengthening the relationship be-
tween the Chamber and other local

agencies and devel-
oping additional
benefits and ser-
vices for the mem-
bership.

Ms. O’Hara
joined WACC in
September 2003.
Before then, she
worked in market-
ing, communica-
tions and retail man-
agement with Scho-
lastic Inc., Random
House, B. Dalton
Booksellers, and
Baker & Taylor.

Ms. O’Hara
earned her Bachelor

of Arts degree in English Literature at
Drew University and holds a Master of
Arts degree from Teachers College/
Columbia University in Instructional
Technology and Media in Education.

She has been involved with many
community organizations, including
the Westfield Interfaith Caring Com-
munity/Katrina Resettlement Project,
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Team in Training and the East Coast
Greenway-NJ Committee.

Ms. O’Hara resides in Garwood
with her husband, Paul, and their
two children.

Allison O’Hara

Mr. LaCosta said that “even though
the work associated with a demoli-
tion permit appears to be very little, it
actually is not.” For one, township
officials, in addition to conducting
inspections during a demolition, also
act as liaisons with the various utili-
ties during the process.

Mr. LaCosta recommended that the
demolition fee for a residential struc-
ture be increased to $1,000 from the
present $80, for a commercial struc-
ture $1,500 from $150, and for any
other type of residential demolition
(such as an oil tank, swimming pool,
shed or deck removal) $100 from $80.

County Tree Lighting
Sunday, Dec. 4 at Stable

MOUNTAINSIDE – Union
County’s annual holiday tree lighting
celebration will be held on Sunday,
December 4, from 2 to 5 p.m. at the
Watchung Stable in Mountainside,
rain or shine.

Throughout the afternoon, visitors
can enjoy barn tours, a petting zoo,
horseback riding demonstrations by
the Watchung Mounted Drill Team,
and holiday singers. Children will
delight at lead-line horse rides and
children’s crafts. Also, the Union
County Police Department will be
available for the children’s D-chip
identification program throughout the
afternoon.

The Watchung Stable Auxiliary,
a volunteer organization dedicated
to supporting the Watchung Stable
and its riding programs, will sell
Poinsettias and children’s horseshoe
crafts. Boy Scouts from Troop no.
23 in Elizabeth will sell holiday
wreaths while volunteering their

time to serve hot chocolate and
cookies to the public.

The highlight of the afternoon for
many youngsters will be visiting with
Santa Claus. Mrs. Claus and some
hard-working elves will join Santa to
hear wish lists from 2 to 4:45 p.m.
The afternoon’s festivities will cul-
minate with the tree lighting finale at
5 p.m.

There is no admission fee; how-
ever, it is suggested that patrons
bring a donation of a dry or canned
food item, or a new, unwrapped toy.
All items collected at the event will
be distributed through local chari-
ties.

For additional information or direc-
tions, call the Trailside Nature and
Science Center at (908) 789-3670;
Watchung Stable at (908) 789-3665;
or the Union County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Facilities at
(908) 527-4900. The stable is located
at 1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.

Avenue will most likely collapse the
adjacent building, occupied by the
second developer, the Lings. Mr.
Marcovecchio is exploring his legal
options, Mr. Molenaar said.

The planning board discussed ways
that they could prevent an applicant
from pulling a proposal at the last
minute, prior to a likely denial by the
board, as occurred during a hearing
held last month. The board discussed
that there were changes in their pro-
cedures, such as moving to vote prior
to a discussion that could potentially
avoid this type of withdrawal.

Mr. Molenaar reported that the re-
development changes to the RDRP
were passed by the council. Those
changes included a height limit of 35
feet, eliminating apartments and multi-
family from allowable dwellings and
restricting downtown redevelopment
to townhouses only in the residential
district. Setback changes required for
townhouses were also adopted.

Several applications will be heard at
the November planning board meet-
ing, including a conditional use vari-

ance for a two-story addition on Forest
Road, a bulk variance on Helen Street
and a bulk variance on Tillotson Road.

The next regular meeting of the
board will be held on Wednesday,
November 30 at 7:30 p.m. in Bor-
ough Council Chambers.

Chemidlin Re-elected
FMBPA President

FANWOOD — Peter Chemidlin of
Family Investors Company has been
reelected president of the Fanwood
Business and Professionals Associa-
tion along with vice president, Dale
Flowers of Scotchwood Florist.

Thirteen of the 49 FBPA members
participated in the November 15 elec-
tion. Also elected were: Secretary, Jef-
frey R. Pocaro, a local attorney, who
previously served as a director; Trea-
surer, Edna Trujillo of Family Inves-
tors, who was reelected; Directors,
Christopher Bono of Unity Bank, and
Lee Marks of Laser Design, both re-
elected, and Glenn Kutoroff of Nation-
wide Floor and Window Coverings.

NEWLY INDUSTED…Dr. Richard Dobyns, Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club Membership Chairman, left, presents membership plaques to Maria Hakias,
Branch Manager of PNC Bank in Fanwood, and Donald Stahl, a fundraiser who
recently moved to the area from Iowa. Anyone interested in joining the F-SP
Rotary should call Dr. Dobyns at (908) 322-5986.
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