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Scotch Plains Receives Union
County Grant to Light Fields

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship recreation department has re-
ceived a $117,000 grant from Union
County that will be dedicated to in-
stalling lights at one or more fields in
Scotch Plains. Presently, no fields are
lit, a situation that at times has led to
fields that are tightly scheduled dur-
ing limited daylight hours, especially
in the fall. As a result, the fields are
sometimes overused.

There is no indication yet as to
which fields might be under consid-
eration for lighting, which will greatly
expand their ability by youth sports
leagues. Councilman Frank Rossi, in
making the announcement at the
November 9 township council meet-
ing, said the township government
would match the county grant, mak-
ing for a total of more than $300,000
to fund the lighting project.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins told the council
that the town had received a bid from
Great Northern Recycling to handle
the township’s curbside recycling pro-
gram. He said bidders had been asked
to provide quotes for one-, three- and
five-year contracts, and said the
company’s bid is being evaluated. He
said he hoped to provide a further

report at the council’s November 29
meeting.

Mr. Atkins also urged
homeowners to be patient with the
township’s leaf collection program,
which this year is being conducted
within a speedier time frame in or-
der to comply with new storm water
management regulations.

Members of the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Rotary Club, which over-
sees the planned renovation of the
Revolutionary War-era Frazee
House located on the site of the
former Terry-Lou Zoo, unveiled for
the council a recently completed
painting of Aunt Betty Frazee. Dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, legend
has it that when British Generals
Charles Cornwallis and William
Howe were in the area, they were
drawn to the Frazee House by the
aroma of freshly baked bread.

When Betty Frazee opened the
door, the two men asked for some of
her bread. She agreed to give them
some, but told them she was doing it
more out of fear than love. Insulted
by her remark, the two generals be-

came angry, refused the bread and
headed towards Westfield.

Before unveiling the portrait
painted by John Fazio, Pat Plante of
the Rotary Club reviewed the club’s
three-phase plan for the renovation of
the house, which is situated on an
acre of land at the southern end of the
former zoo property. The first phase
will include the stabilization and clean
up of the building and then the repair
of its exterior.

 The second phase will be the reno-
vation of the building’s interior, with
the third phase including exterior land-
scaping and the placement of dis-
plays and other items inside the house.

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Martin Marks issued a proclamation
designating the week of November
14 to 18 as American Education Week
in Scotch Plains.

 Also, Pete Pennica was sworn in
as a special police officer. He will
direct traffic at the corner of Park
Avenue and East Second Street dur-
ing the morning arrival and afternoon
dismissal times at neighborhood
schools.

ment, we (parents) would like to know
what the issues are.”

Board President Linda Nelson re-
sponded, “Normally, the board does
not negotiate in public. We try not to
speak of specifics; this would appear
as posturing and confrontational. We
are very encouraged by the public
support. It is frustrating to see that
they (teachers) feel a need to picket,
because we are in negotiations.”

Mr. Moloney stressed that he is in
support of the teachers, also, “They
are the best in the state. They are
doing their job,” he said.

The board also approved the first
reading of the Philosophy of Educa-
tion Policy. This policy outlines the
mission statement of the district, the
beliefs and district goals.

The first reading of the Non-Affili-
ated Employees Policy was approved
by the board, requiring Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Carol Choye to develop
a handbook of guidelines for non-affili-
ated employees of the district.

Craig Nowlin, chairman of the
board’s curriculum committee, dis-
cussed plans for “Project Gradua-
tion,” a program geared toward se-
niors that involves community ser-
vice and internships, and will explain
the review of high school changes at
the next board meeting.

The board approved a resolution
granting tenure to a number of dis-
trict employees, including Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum, In-
struction and Assessment Dr. Marga-
ret Hayes.

The next meeting will take place on
Thursday, December 8, at 8 p.m.

S. Plains Prosecutor Faces
Admonishment for Lying
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — This week,
township Prosecutor Michael Blacker
defended himself in the wake of an
ethics committee recommendation
that he be admonished for lying to a
client three years ago about the status
of her divorce case.

In November 2002, Mr. Blacker,
the township prosecutor since 2000,
was hired by Anita Crum of Scotch

Plains to handle her divorce case.
Over the ensuing 11 months, he told
Ms. Crum her divorce papers had
been filed and that the matter was
proceeding and would soon be con-
cluded. When Ms. Crum contacted
the court in October 2003, she was
told her divorce papers had never
been filed. She eventually obtained a
divorce and Mr. Blacker refunded
Ms. Crum’s $500 retainer fee.

“It happened,” Mr. Blacker said in

speaking with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week. “I’ve been
very contrite about it. And I’ve moved
on and tried to do better.”

In a hearing last June before the
District XII Ethics Committee, Mr.
Blacker admitted to lying to Ms. Crum,
and told the three-member panel that
he had “apologized to Ms. Crum pro-
fusely.” In a written answer to the
committee, he said he was “at a loss to
explain my behavior in this case. I do
not believe this represents an accurate
picture of how I conduct my practice.”

The ethics committee recom-
mended a penalty of admonishment,
which is the lowest level of sanction.
Last Thursday, the state Disciplinary
Review Board heard the case in a
brief hearing and will issue its deci-
sion in the next several weeks.

Mr. Blacker, who has practiced law
for 39 years, told The Times this was
“an isolated incident,” noting that he
had had one grievance filed against
him that was resolved. He said one
reason the ethics panel recommended
an admonishment and not a more se-
vere penalty was “because of my record
of service to the bar and the fact that I
do a lot of pro bono work.” Mr. Blacker
served as president of the Union
County Bar Association in 1988.

He said he has not yet spoken to
anyone in the township government
about the matter, but Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins said the town-
ship council was expected to discuss
it privately this week after their Mon-
day evening conference meeting.

Auditor Finds BOE
In Sound Condition

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board of
Education heard the synopsis audit re-
port for the fiscal year that ended June
30, 2005 at its meeting last Thursday.

Presented by Phil Meshinsky of
Barre and Company, the report
showed a surplus of $1,275,409 for
the district, which is a cap of 2 per-
cent according to state law. Board
member Donald Parisi, Finance Com-
mittee chairman stated that, “the dis-
trict is in sound fiscal condition.”

There were a small number of fiscal
errors found by auditors, including the
Coles School’s use of the board’s Fed-
eral ID number, the need for the
district’s treasurer to cancel outstand-
ing checks, that bank statements are
sent to the board office each month
from Student Body activities, an ac-
counting error on a capital project and
a medical benefits account reconcilia-
tion by the treasurer’s office for the
2004-2005 year.

Mr. Meshinsky recommended a
corrective action plan, including the
provision that “all of the board’s bank
accounts should be reconciled by the
treasurer on a monthly basis.” The
date of implementation for these
changes is March 1, 2006.

In other business, the board received
a dozen letters from district parents
concerned about teacher contract ne-
gotiations and the process that has
been underway with the mediator.

Matthew Moloney, a Fanwood resi-
dent and parent, addressed the board.
“You need to negotiate fairly, we sup-
port you. If you can’t reach an agree-

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEWLY ONBOARD…James Horne, Jr., CEO of the United Way of Greater
Union County, center, meets with Times Publisher Horace Corbin, left, and
Assignment Editor Paul Peyton, right.

UCGUC CEO Looks to Build
New Community Relationships
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – On the job for four months
as CEO of the United Way of Greater
Union County (UCGUC), James
Horne, Jr. is working hard to turn
around the fiscal condition of the
county’s United Way while increas-
ing the organization’s future annual
community appeals.

“I’ve spent a considerable amount
of my first four months improving
our capacity, restructuring our
fundraising efforts…and analyzing
our financial situation, which, based
upon our audits, was looking pretty
bleak,” Mr. Horne said. “With budget
reductions, we’ve actually turned that
around in a very short time.”

In an effort to reduce overhead, Mr.
Horne worked with the Westfield
United Way to reduce redundancy in
going after the same donors, sharing
mailing and marketing expenses and
hiring consultants instead of full-time
employees to reduce the cost of em-
ployee benefits. He said UWGUC’s
administrative budget is 20 percent
of the United Way’s fundraising goals.

Mr. Horne said that number would
be dropping to 18 percent by the end
of the current fiscal year. He said
UWGUC is also looking to find cost
reductions in contracts for employee
pension plans and healthcare plans.

This year, the UWGUC, located at
33 West Grand Street in Elizabeth, set
a fundraising goal of $3.7 million, a 5
percent increase over last year. Of
that amount, $2.8 million will be al-
located back to community-based
organizations, with the remaining
$900,000 covering administrative ex-
penses. UWGUC has a full-time staff
of 15, which will grow to 17.

Faced with declining allocations from
the Tri-State United Way, the former
United Way of Eastern Union County
merged with United Ways in Cranford,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside to form
the present organization. Local United
Ways, Mr. Horne said, were volunteer-
driven and had no professional staff.
Fanwood and Garwood, members of
UWGUC, did not have their own local
United Ways.

“The idea was to utilize United
Way of Greater Union County staff
to lead the volunteer efforts and to
be the focal point of developing the
strategy for those communities,” he
said, noting the UWGUC worked to
provide support to help volunteers
organize grassroots opportunities
and identify local businesses to be

solicited.
UWGUC fundraising efforts expand

to all 21 municipalities in the county, as
well as the North and South Plainfields.
All the merged communities are repre-
sented on the UWGUC board.

“Based upon my view of the United
Way as a national system, I think that
(the merger) was the right thing to do
for this region. The challenge faced
after the merger is maintaining rela-
tionships and presence in those com-
munities to continue to assure the
potential donors that United Way is
relevant,” he said.

He said the county’s United Way
intends to reach out to local commu-
nity leaders to establish relationships.
“This year, we have a solid plan to
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Meghan Gill for The Times
MAKING HIS POINT…Matthew
Moloney, a Fanwood resident and par-
ent, addressed the board last Thursday
night on the status of board negotia-
tions with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Council to Vote on Heather Glen
Financial Agreement Tuesday

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Sotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will introduce an ordi-
nance next week approving the finan-
cial agreement between the munici-
pal government and the developers of
the Heather Glen age-restricted hous-
ing development.

The agreement, which includes
provisions that will result in slightly
lower property taxes for those own-
ing property there, drew the ire of a
township resident who, earlier this
month, engaged in a 50-minute dis-
cussion on the matter with the gov-
erning body. At its November 9 meet-
ing, the council approved a formal
application to the state for the Pay-
ment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILOT) fi-
nancial agreement.

The ordinance to be introduced next
week formalizes the property tax
changes for the 55-unit development
currently under construction off
Jerusalem Road. Under the agree-
ment between the township and
Heather Glen at Scotch Plains Urban
Renewal LLC, property tax monies
from those properties will be ear-
marked mostly for the municipal gov-
ernment, with some directed toward
the county government and a smaller
portion than normal dedicated for the
local board of education.

Usually, property taxes in Scotch
Plains are split three ways, with about
two-thirds of the levy earmarked for
education purposes and the remain-
ing one-third split between the mu-
nicipal and county governments.

Despite the public objection to the
plan by resident Sheldon Roskin two
weeks ago, Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins said at the council’s con-
ference meeting Monday evening
that he had spoken with several resi-
dents since then who supported the
plan after it was explained to them.
Township Attorney Douglas Hansen
said he had heard favorable com-
ments from officials from other towns

at last week’s State League of Mu-
nicipalities convention in Atlantic
City.

The public hearing on the ordinance
to be introduced next week will be
held on Tuesday, December 13.

In other business, Mr. Atkins an-
nounced that Brian Mahoney would
be formally sworn in as township
police chief at the council’s meeting
next Tuesday. He succeeds Chief
Mark Zyla, who died last month.

Next Monday, the state Depart-
ment of Transportation (DOT) will
sponsor what it bills as a public infor-
mation center at the municipal build-
ing to provide information about its
planned renovations to the Route 22
bridge linking Park Avenue and
Bonnie Burn Road.

The session, which will run from 4
to 7 p.m., will be informal, according
to Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, who
attended a similar DOT meeting in
Watchung on Monday. She said there
would be no formal presentation; in-
stead, DOT officials, armed with
handouts and large displays, will be
available to answer questions from
members of the public on a one-to-
one basis.

Construction Official Robert
LaCosta is recommending a change in
the township ordinance setting out fees
for demolition permits. After speak-
ing with neighboring towns’ construc-
tion officials, it was agreed, he said,
that demolition rates are too low.

In a memorandum to Mr. Atkins,

David B. Corbin for TheScotch Plains-Fanswood Times
GO RAIDERS!…Hundreds of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students cheered enthusiastically for the boys’ soccer
team in the Group 3 championship game between the Raiders and Ocean City on Friday night at the College of New Jersey.
Ocean City won the game, 2-0.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Bd. Mulls Restrictions
To Borough Businesses

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The planning and
zoning board of adjustments dis-
cussed making recommendations to
the borough council to change sev-
eral ordinances at their monthly
agenda meeting Monday night.

Board member John Deitch re-
ported on changes to the cell-tower
ordinance, which would require com-
panies to agree to waive confidential-
ity and to release data regarding sur-
rounding towns. The recommenda-
tions would also limit the placement
of cell towers at certain sites.

Revisions to the borough’s condi-
tional-use ordinance will add several
types of businesses that will be pro-
hibited in the downtown, including:
tarot/fortune card reading, car washes,
car parts stores, dollar stores, pawn
shops, community drop-in centers,
and video arcade/gaming stores. The

board discussed the need to clarify
the definition of gaming stores, which
would not necessarily prohibit
Internet access cafes.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor
reported that he and Mayor Colleen
Mahr met with representatives of
PSE&G and the Elizabethtown Wa-
ter representatives to insure that they
had the transmission capacity that
will be needed for the downtown re-
development projects. He said that he
communicated the status of the Re-
vised Downtown Redevelopment
Plan (RDRP) to the utilities and gave
them the names of the developers’
architects and engineers to coordi-
nate the projects.

Jack Molenaar, council liaison to
the planning board, reported that the
first developer in the RDRP, Michael
Marcovecchio, has determined that
demolishing the building at 222 South
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