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Fourth Ward Recount
To Occur November 28

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Monday, No-
vember 14, after all votes were tal-
lied, Union County election officials
certified Democrat Tom Bigosinski
as the winner in Westfield’s fourth
ward by one vote over Eric Leuthold.
In response, Mr. Leuthold, with
Fourth Ward Councilman Jim Foerst
acting as trial counsel, filed for a
recount, which State Superior Court
Judge John Malone granted.

The recount, which is open to the
public, will occur on Monday, No-
vember 28 at 10 a.m. at the Union
County Division of Elections ware-
house located at 2345 South Avenue
in Scotch Plains.

Deputy Administrator of the Union
County Board of Elections Michael
Moussallem said the fourth ward’s

five voting machines will be moni-
tored - “We will check the paper trail
and print out the receipts.”

He said all provisional and absen-
tee ballots will be accepted or re-
jected and voting authority slips will
be verified. Everything will be tallied
again and representatives from both
parties will be on hand, he noted.

After Mr. Bigosinski’s certifica-
tion, Mr. Foerst responded to an order
to show cause pursuant to NJSA
19:28-1. As is mandatory, Mr.
Leuthold had to enclose $200 as a
filing fee. In writing, the Republican
contingent addressed County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi and the election board
to as to “why judgment should not be
entered.”

The document asks for a recount of
all ballots cast, as well as absentees
and provisional ballots in the fourth

ward and “orders a revocation of the
election certificate issued in the name
of Thomas Bigosinksi and issue a
new certificate based on the results of
the recount.”

In the order to show cause, it reads,
“the petitioner, Eric J. Leuthold, be-
lieves there to be an error in counting
the votes and that the respondents
should not have certified the election
as the ballots were counted in error.”

After all votes were counted, Mr.
Bigosinksi held a 1,469 to 1,468 edge
over Mr. Leuthold. Mr. Bigosinkski
began 18 votes down before absen-
tees and provisionals were tallied.
Once they were counted, he picked
up 76 votes to Mr. Leuthold’s 56,
placing him two votes ahead. Of 10
provisional ballots cast, four were
thrown out. In the remaining six, Mr.
Leuthold amassed three votes to Mr.
Bigosinski’s two. One of the six did
not indicate a choice for the fourth
ward.

Mr. Foerst, spokesman for the cam-
paign, said, “As far as we can deter-
mine, this is the closest election in the
history of Westfield. We want to be
completely sure and are therefore let-
ting the process play out. We have
filed the necessary paperwork with
the county and will let them tell us
what do next. With only one vote
separating the candidates, I think it is
only fair to the electorate that we have
certainty in this election.”

Mr. Leuthold remained hopeful that
the election would come out in his
favor, noting, “I campaigned hard so
that I could represent the people of
the fourth ward. I am hopeful that I
will be given that opportunity.”

As of press time, county election
board officials said Roselle Park and
Fanwood had not filed for recounts.
In Fanwood, Joan Wheeler defeated
Republican Michael D’Antuono by
seven votes – 1,381 to 1,374. In
Roselle Park’s first ward, Democrat
Laurence Dinardo defeated Joel Reed
by four votes, 337 to 334.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RACING AGAINST WINTER…The Westfield Department of Public Works is implementing major improvements to
North Chestnut Street, including new curbing with Belgium blocks, birm restructuring and repaving. The street has been
on the list of scheduled road improvements as part of the ongoing repaving program. Thus far, the weather has cooperated.
There have been no winter freezing or snow delays to impede work this year.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
NEWLY ONBOARD…James Horne, Jr., CEO of the United Way of Greater
Union County, center, meets with Westfield Leader Publisher Horace Corbin, left,
and Assignment Editor Paul Peyton.

UCGUC CEO Looks to Build
New Community Relationships
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – On the job for four months
as CEO of the United Way of Greater
Union County (UWGUC), James
Horne, Jr. is working hard to turn
around the fiscal condition of the
county’s United Way while increas-
ing the organization’s future annual
community appeals.

“I’ve spent a considerable amount
of my first four months improving
our capacity, restructuring our
fundraising efforts…and analyzing
our financial situation, which, based
upon our audits, was looking pretty
bleak,” Mr. Horne said. “With budget
reductions, we’ve actually turned that
around in a very short time.”

In an effort to reduce overhead, Mr.
Horne worked with the local United
Ways to reduce redundancy in going
after the same donors, sharing mail-
ing and marketing expenses and hir-
ing consultants instead of full-time
employees to reduce the cost of em-
ployee benefits. He said UWGUC’s
administrative budget reflects 20 per-
cent of the United Way’s fundraising
goals.

He said that number would drop to
18 percent by the end of the current
fiscal year. Mr. Horne noted that
UWGUC is also looking to find cost
reductions in contracts for employee
pension plans and healthcare plans.

This year, the UWGUC, located at
33 West Grand Street in Elizabeth, set
a fundraising goal of $3.7 million, a 5
percent increase over last year. Of
that amount, $2.8 million will be al-
located back to community-based
organizations, with the remaining
$900,000 covering administrative ex-

penses. UWGUC has a full-time staff
of 15, which will grow to 17.

Faced with declining allocations
from the Tri-State United Way, the
former United Way of Eastern Union
County merged with UWs in Cranford,
Scotch Plains and Mountainside to
form the present organization. Local
UWs, Mr. Horne said, were volunteer-
driven and had no professional staff.
Fanwood and Garwood, members of
UWGUC, did not have their own local
United Ways.

“The idea was to utilize United
Way of Greater Union County staff to
lead the volunteer efforts and to be
the focal point of developing the strat-
egy for those communities,” he said,
noting the UWGUC worked to pro-

vide support to help volunteers orga-
nize grassroots opportunities and
identify local businesses to be solic-
ited.

UWGUC fundraising efforts ex-
pand to all 21 municipalities in the
county, as well as the North and South
Plainfields. All the merged commu-
nities are represented on the UWGUC
board.

“Based upon my view of the United
Way as a national system, I think that
(the merger) was the right thing to do
for this region. The challenge faced
after the merger is maintaining rela-
tionships and presence in those com-
munities to continue to assure the
potential donors that United Way is

Allison O’Hara Promoted
To President of Chamber

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
Board of Directors voted unanimously
to the promote Allison O’Hara to
president, effective
Thursday, December
1. Ms. O’Hara, who
was previously ex-
ecutive director for
the organization, will
also shift from part-
time to full-time with
this promotion.

“This was overdue
for the Chamber, and
it signals a positive
change for the orga-
nization,” stated
Hans Winberg,
chairman of the
Board of Directors.
“We have tremen-
dous faith that the
Chamber will be better positioned to
serve the needs of its members with
Allison on board full-time.”

In this decision, the board acknowl-
edges that the Chamber requires a
full-time administrator in order to
grow the organization and fulfill its
mission to help the Westfield busi-
ness community succeed.

As president, Ms. O’Hara will
work with more than 320 Chamber
members comprised of retail, ser-
vice, non-profits and professional
businesses. Her goals include ad-
dressing concerns of the South Av-

enue and Central Avenue businesses,
strengthening the relationship be-
tween the Chamber and other local
agencies and developing additional

benefits and ser-
vices for the mem-
bership.

Ms. O’Hara
joined WACC in
September 2003.
Before then, she
worked in market-
ing, communica-
tions and retail man-
agement with Scho-
lastic Inc., Random
House, B. Dalton
Booksellers, and
Baker & Taylor.

Ms. O’Hara
earned her Bachelor
of Arts degree in En-
glish Literature at

Drew University and holds a Master
of Arts degree from Teachers Col-
lege/Columbia University in Instruc-
tional Technology and Media in Edu-
cation.

She has been involved with many
community organizations, including
the Westfield Interfaith Caring Com-
munity/Katrina Resettlement Project,
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Team in Training and the East Coast
Greenway-NJ Committee.

Ms. O’Hara resides in Garwood
with her husband Paul and two chil-
dren.
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Allison O’Hara

DWC, Chamber OK Agreement
Concerning Future Use of ‘W’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC) and
the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) this week approved an
agreement concerning the future of
the stylized “W” that has been used
by the DWC on promotional items
such as welcome signs at entry points
into Westfield.

The controversy began when the
DWC, the management entity for the
town’s special improvement district,
hired a trademark attorney to restrict
the chamber from using the “W” on
WACC gift cards. The cards are re-
placing gift coins that had previously
been used by the chamber.

After the news story was reported
in the November 3 issue of The
Westfield Leader, Mayor Andrew
Skibitsky called a meeting of him-
self, Town Administrator Jim Gildea,
Town Councilmen Sal Caruana and
Larry Goldman, WACC Executive
Chairman Hans Winberg and DWC
Chairman David Martone, in an at-
tempt to resolve the dispute.

“The good thing is that the lawsuit
will be dropped,” Mr. Gildea said told
The Leader on Monday.

In addition, WACC gift cards, which

the DWC had originally requested be
destroyed, will be available for sale by
chamber members. As previously re-
ported, the chamber agreed to a dis-
claimer on the cards’ presentation
sleeves (the greeting card-like folder
that shoppers receive with the cards)
stating that the WACC is a non-profit
organization not affiliated with the town.

The town administrator will handle
all future disputes involving future
use of the “W.”

As per the agreement, both organi-
zations released a joint statement on
Monday announcing the accord.

“Both organizations would like to
thank Mayor Skibitsky and the town
council for interceding to insure a
positive outcome for the public,” ac-
cording to the statement. Both said
the agreement is “in pursuit of their
common interests of enhancing the
vitality of local businesses and the
downtown area.”

The statement noted that that both
the WACC and DWC had “legitimate
concerns” in the dispute such as “tech-
nical legalities, the DWC’s prior use

of the stylized logo and its desire to
not be confused in the marketplace as
the sponsor of the gift card product.

“However, the overwhelming con-
sensus of those in attendance was to
focus on the bigger picture of provid-
ing an upbeat, accommodating expe-
rience for those who shop in our stores
and patronize our restaurants, as well
as promote the economic interests of
our local businesses.

“Accordingly, while each organiza-
tion acknowledges that it is a separate
and distinct entity with different mis-
sions, both organizations were able to
draw from their long history of mutu-
ally supportive and successful endeav-
ors and arrive at an agreement that
addresses the concerns of all involved.

“The result, in a nutshell, is that
consumers will be able to use the
originally proposed gift cards. In ad-
dition, the DWC and the WACC reaf-
firmed their commitment to cooper-
ate with each other to advance the
best interests of the shoppers, busi-
nesses, and ultimately, the Town of
Westfield.”

Eli Lopatin for The Westfield Leader
INFORMATIVE EVENING...Westfield High School (WHS) senior and member
of the Rotary Interact Club Justin Chou, left, hands a College Night guide to
junior Will Uhr, 16, and his mother, Barbara Uhr, at the entrance to the school
last Thursday. WHS’s 52nd annual College Night brought representatives from
more than 180 colleges to the school. See full story on page 15.

DWC Discusses Gift
Cards, Rebuts Editorial

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At the monthly
meeting of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) held on Monday
night, Chairman of the Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
Hans Winberg addressed the board
regarding the gift cards, saying that
he would be willing to answer any
questions or concerns regarding them.

The WACC’s gift card, which will
replace its gold gift coin, was met
with scrutiny by some members of
the DWC. Mr. Winberg said some
confusion might have stemmed “ini-
tially because of the uncertainty of
how it (gift card) was structured, or
how it might work.”

Mr. Winberg explained that the gift
card would work similar to a debit
card. All members of the WACC are
eligible to participate in the program
for an annual fee of $100 and a 25-
cent “per swipe” fee. Gift cards will
be available for purchase at any area
merchant participating in the pro-
gram in varying dollar amounts.

Mr. Winberg explained that money
taken in by merchants for merchan-
dise purchased with the card, as well
as the 25-cent swipe fee, would all go
into a pool. Near the end of the month,
merchants would be reimbursed for
money they were owed for transac-
tions made using the card, minus the
swipe fee.

DWC Chairman David Martone
asked, “What happens if the pooling
account goes out of balance?” He
described a scenario where a mer-
chant could process numerous gift
cards and then vanish.

“If a merchant could completely
disappear – that would be spectacu-
lar,” Mr. Winberg answered. He went
on to explain that he feels the program
is reasonably safe. “If an employee
defrauds the program, it is the burden
of the careless retailer,” he said.

Mr. Winberg said, “The benefits of
the gift card are greater than the coin
was.” He explained that if a shopper
only used a portion of the value on the
coin, the remainder could be received
in cash. With the gift card, the re-
maining balance stays on the card
and is only eligible for use at partici-
pating merchants, therefore keeping
the cash in Westfield’s downtown.
“Besides not doing their job, they are
not restricted to Westfield,” he said.

“It is two different programs. They
both have their value,”  DWC board
member Joe Spector said. He also
said that with the coin, merchants had
the option of issuing a store credit.
Mr. Spector said the coin was origi-
nally developed in the 1970s by a
group of ten merchants comprising
an organization called Westfield Area
Merchants (WAM).

According to Mr. Spector, WAM
members, of which he was one, would
contribute $150 per month for pro-
motional material and came up with
the idea of creating the coin, which
still bears the stamp of WAM.

Mr. Spector said that when the
WACC was “reinvigorated’ in
Westfield they “inherited the coin
without fee and without expense”
from the DWC, who had taken over
the coin from WAM. “It is a universal
coin that does not diminish in value,”
he said. “If you’re going to drop it,
we’re going to consider adopting it.”

“As far as the future life of WAM
coins go, I think they are archaic and
expensive,” Mr. Winberg said. Each
coin costs $3 to produce, including

packaging. The gift cards cost ap-
proximately 85 cents each.

Mr. Martone asked, “Would you
consider giving up the coin program?
Perhaps you could explore that.”

WACC Executive Director Allison
O’Hara said she could not answer the
question at that time, saying the re-
maining coins “could not just be handed
over.” She said she would talk to the
WACC accountant about the possibil-
ity of returning the coins to the DWC.
She also said the gift coins would still
have value. “As long as people have
them (coins), we hope you (merchants)
would take them,” she said.

Mr. Martone issued a prepared
statement regarding an editorial in
the November 3 edition of The
Westfield Leader.

“Regarding the comments about
Mr. Joe Spector’s position on our
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Happy Thanksgiving!


