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FREE SEMINAR:

Tax Consequences of
Real Estate Transactions

November 15, 2005 • 7pm

How to Reduce Taxes on Capital Gains

1031 Exchanges

Commerical & Residential

Out of State Transactions

and Much More!!

SPONSORED BY NEIL SCHEMBRE, CPA, MBA
of Schembre & Gannon, LLC

To be held at:

Family Investors, Inc.
265 South Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023

Call 908-322-1800 to Reserve a Spot!

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited check writing privileges—three checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for
Town Super Premium Money Market Accounts are $1,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). Tiered balances for Business Money Market Accounts are
$2,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). If your balance falls below the minimum, you will incur a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned.

† When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates, limit one 0.25% premium; FREE first order of checks; FREE service charge
on Traveler’s Cheques; FREE ATM fees up to $10.00.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month. 
Minimum 3.00% APY guaranteed until 12/31/05.

©2005 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC   9/05

on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs†

FREE First order of checks!†

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!†

FREE ATM fees up to $10†

3.00%
HIGH PERFORMANCE
Earn a

APY*

Town Super Premium Money         
Market Account

Town Super Business Money
Market Account

www.townbank.com
520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!

County’s United Way Sets
Campaign Goal of $3.7 Mil

AREA — United Way of Greater
Union County has set an aggressive
fundraising goal of $3,725,000 for its
local 2005-2006 campaign. This new
goal is a 5 percent increase over its
2004-2005 campaign. The organiza-
tion has reached out to residents
throughout the area including
Westfield, which has its own United
Way, Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

“Clearly, this year’s fundraising goal
will be an extremely challenging one
for our community to reach,” said
James Horne, Jr., Chief Executive
Officer of United Way of Greater Union
County. “Our focus is on educating
local residents about how our United
Way is making a real impact on the
urgent health and human service needs
that exist in Greater Union County. I
am confident that thousands of local
residents and businesses will gener-
ously respond to our message and will
be inspired to lead us to new levels of
fundraising success.”

Within its $3,725,000 campaign
goal, United Way has set several
neighborhood campaign goals. Local
community council volunteers will
be reaching out to local residents and
mailing appeal letters to reach the
following targets:

Cranford Community Council –
$33,100; Eastern Union County -
$129,500; Plainfield, North Plainfield,
Fanwood and Scotch Plains - $83,500,
and South Plainfield - $26,400.

United Way of Greater Union
County’s local fundraising campaign
supports more than 100 local pro-
grams at 70 certified non-profit agen-
cies in our area. Programs supported
by United Way address critical com-
munity needs and improve the lives
of local children and youth, seniors,
people with disabilities and families
in crisis. Two key community issues
that United Way of Greater Union
County is currently working on are
improving local childcare and increas-
ing access to services.

“It’s simply unacceptable that
nearly 50 percent of teens from low-
income families are failing high
school in Union County,” said Mr.
Horne. “We can start to make a differ-
ence by ensuring that our local chil-
dren are getting the best quality early
care and education possible.”

United Way’s 2-1-1 helpline is ad-
dressing the need to improve access
to local programs and services.

“Through our easy-to-use 2-1-1
helpline, more than 10,000 people
have successfully connected to hu-
man services, community resources,
and government programs that pro-
vide solutions to their everyday
needs,” he said.

New Jersey is one of 13 states that
provides statewide access to 2-1-1. In
addition to its local fundraising cam-
paign, United Way of Greater Union
County receives support from United
Way’s Tri-state regional fundraising
efforts. Last year, more than $870,000
in regional donations was allocated to
United Way of Greater Union County.

For more information or to support
United Way of Greater Union
County’s local fundraising efforts,
call (908) 353-7171 or visit
uwguc.org.

28 Days in Gulfport
Mississippi After Katrina

By WILLIAM BERNAL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having spent almost a month do-
ing relief work for folks down in
Mississippi, I’m left with a deeper
respect for the powers of Mother
Nature. My team and I contributed by
providing breakfast, lunch and din-
ner to the Bellsouth people who were
putting the communication systems
back together.

This, in part, gave me a chance to
explore the devastating consequences
of Hurricane Katrina since we had to
deliver food to many parts of the area.
I took several photographs, some of
which are published here.

In the Biloxi beach area, the storm

surge reached three fourths of the
way up the lighthouse and left almost
nothing of that community.

In Gulfport, many of the boats still
remain where they washed ashore
from the storm surge. They are left
there as so much else needs to be
done. Ironically, a fishing boat named
after Hurricane Camille also was
washed 200 yards inland in the
Gulfport beach area and still remained
there six weeks after the hurricane
hit.

The church (shown below) is also
from the Gulfport beach community.

As I snapped pictures, I realized
that even these pictures could not
convey the incredible amount of dev-
astation. It will take years to clean up
in these beach communities.

But what I did notice is the resolve
of these people to put it back together
no matter how long it takes.

Editor’s Note: William Bernal is a
freelance supervisor for Compass
Group North America and is a bar-
tender at the Jolly Trolley in Westfield.

William Bernal for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KATRINA AT GULFPORT...The storm surge from Hurricane Katrina devas-
tated Gulfport, Miss. The seawater ripped ashore, engulfing the lighthouse and
shredding the church shown above.

Gulfport...see story below.

Erratum
In the November 3 edition of The

Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, we regret the errors
made, listed below.

The story on page 13, “Westfield
Police Department Solves Gravestone
Mystery,” misspelled the name of
Westfield Police Officer Christopher
Wolfson.

On the advertisement to vote for
Fanwood Republican candidates, the
paid for attribution did not print. It
should have read, “Paid for by the
Fanwood Republican Campaign Com-
mittee, T. Drubulis, Treas., 47 Montrose
Ave., Fanwood, NJ.

On page C-7 of the special election
section concerning the occupation of
Garwood Borough Council candidate
Anthony Sytko, it correctly said he was
a law student at Seton Hall but incor-
rectly said he was a career fireman. It
should have said he is the son of a
retired Irvington deputy fire chief.

Regarding the notice of a Medicare
seminar on page 9, it incorrectly said
seniors must choose the program in
which they wish to enroll by Tuesday,
November 15. It should have said en-
rollment begins November 15 and runs
through May 15, 2006. Eligible enroll-
ees can still sign up after May 15 but
they might pay a penalty or higher
premiums. More information is avail-
able at www.medicare.gov.

Letters to the Editor
‘W’ Means Westfield, Not the DWC
Or Town’s Chamber of Commerce

It is obvious the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) has turned into a bu-
reaucratic monster that has forgotten its
raison d’être. It is appalling that it would
spend money against the Chamber of Com-
merce for a lawyer over something as
inconsequential as the W —  and to use the
money (assessments) gotten from the very
businesses it is supposed to help.

To everyone in Westfield, the W means
Westfield, not the Chamber or DWC. If
the latter has that kind of money to blow,
then it should be lowering the assess-
ments of the very businesses it was estab-
lished to serve. And no, I am not a down-
town business, nor a member of the Cham-
ber, just a resident who sees this kind of
governmental interference and arrogance

Proposed Community Center
Would Alter Holy Trinity’s Facade

I would like to call your attention to a
point of concern for me as a 10-year
Westfield resident and parishioner at Holy
Trinity Church.

There is a current movement to put a
community center on our lovely church.
This would alter the façade and require
the removal of many stained-glass win-
dows on the south side of the chapel, for
the community center would be attached
to this side, forever altering this wonder-
ful building and changing this neighbor-
hood once again.

The church purchased the house on the
south side of the Holy Trinity chapel and
wants to demolish it in favor of the pro-
posed community center. As you are
aware, most of the buildings on Westfield
Avenue are used for professional offices,
i.e. dentists, eye doctors, etc. –  all of
whom have chosen to use the existing
structure with the needed modifications,
for their use.

This has kept the neighborhood, well,
looking like a neighborhood. If you give

a moment’s thought, Holy Trinity church
has in the last 60 years built two school
buildings, a rectory and chapel, in addi-
tion to the renovation of one home for the
current rectory.

I am in agreement that the chapel is in
need of renovations, as is the newly pur-
chased house, to function as part of the
church. Yet any renovation should be in
bringing the “old church” back to her
original glory. Now I’ve heard that the
restrooms need updating, as does most of
this fine building; but all buildings in this
town require updating and improvements.

If the plan goes through for the com-
munity center — they had only 52 percent
support in the parish — not only would
we alter one of Westfield’s most beautiful
structures but I fear Holy Trinity church
would meet obvious opposition at the
town level, for I’m certain quite a large
number of variances would be needed. I
for one don’t want a similar problem with
Westfield that the synagogue on the north
side of town had with its proposed park-
ing-lot expansion.

Lastly, we have all heard a lot about the
preservation of neighborhoods, the
McMansion debate and shoe horning. I
believe we should practice what we preach
and use some of the proposed $3,000,000
on other worthy projects –  the renovation
of the existing buildings that make up
Holy Trinity and support of other needs in
the neighborhood.

Good luck either way, I just wanted to
offer an alternative and as usual my opinion.

Gary Eelman
Westfield

as unacceptable. Whomever at the DWC
is responsible for this travesty needs to be
terminated, and now.

I thank The Leader for the background
information it published and ask that it
publish one further piece. To whom is
DWC responsible? Or who can straighten
them out? I.e., who do we as residents
clamor to to stop this nonsense and return
the organization to its original mission?
Or perhaps, disband it. What a mistake
our council made in taking away the
DWC’s phase-out date. Haven’t we
learned that governmental bodies with-
out a sunset will continue forever, no
matter what kind of a job they do?

Joe Boscia
Westfield

PTO Appreciates
Katrina Donations

Thank you Westfield for your generous
support regarding the Katrina Family Re-
lief project. As you know, more than two
months ago, the hurricanes that pounded
the Gulf Coast destroyed thousands of
homes, businesses and communities. The
Katrina Family Relief project identified
Katrina victims with family ties to
Westfield and initiated a fundraising effort
to support them during this difficult time.

Originally, we identified eight families
in need of assistance. Since then, two
families graciously declined our offer of
assistance, stating, “thank you, but there
are others in greater need.” At the same
time, the call to the community brought
forth others who need help. We now have
10 families in Louisiana, Mississippi and
Alabama who lost their homes and pos-
sessions due to the storm or to mold
infestation following weeks of flooding.

So far, approximately $4,000 has come
in from the initial call, and we continue to
welcome donations in any amount until
November 18. Gift-card donations (from
national chain stores) or checks made out
to McKinley School PTO (Katrina Fam-
ily Relief in the memo), may be sent to the
school’s address, 500 First Street,
Westfield, NJ, 07090.

Fully 100 percent of all donations will
be equally divided and sent to these fami-
lies in an insured, secure manner.

Although this is a project run for con-
venience through the McKinley Elemen-
tary PTO, families we are helping have
ties to all areas of town. Please direct any
questions to Ken Sumner (908) 654-0941
or Lisa Black-Polak (908) 654-9262.
Thanks again in advance for your gener-
osity and support.

Ken Sumner,
Lisa Black-Polak

Westfield


