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Fanwood Council Discusses
Redevelopment Plan Revisions

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil reviewed the planning board’s rec-
ommendations regarding the
borough’s downtown redevelopment
at its November 1 agenda meeting
including parking, building height,
and design designation.

The planning board recently pre-
sented the council with recommen-
dations for amending the current
downtown redevelopment plan, which
was finalized in January. The need to
revise the plan has arisen, and this
trend could continue as things unfold
on the project, officials said.

Mayor Mahr said the redevelop-
ment plan is a “live” document that
will continue to change to ensure the
Victorian style of Fanwood and honor
the concerns and needs of residents.

Residents of McDermott Place re-
cently expressed their concerns about
the height of the proposed buildings
for the Dean Oil site, which will be a
purely residential district.

As a result, the council has estab-
lished 35 feet as the maximum height
allowed for the proposed town homes.
Townhouses are side-by-side residen-
tial units that are separated by a wall
while apartments are structures that
can have other family units or
cohabitating groups on top of one
another with a community entrance.
In town homes, there are individual
private entrances for each unit’s dwell-
ers, officials explained.

Mayor Mahr and Councilman Jack
Molenaar, who both have expertise in
urban planning, discussed the specif-
ics of the design and building process
with the residents. According to the
officials, the residents were satisfied
with the 35-foot height maximum.

Frank Regan, Fanwood’s Down-
town Redevelopment counsel, said
that he feels confident that the
Marcovecchio project’s legal materi-
als will be set in stone within the next
few weeks. Developer and Fanwood
merchant Michael Marcovecchio is
the contactor slotted to develop 222
South Avenue into a mixed residen-
tial and retail area.

Fanwood residents and merchants
Helen and Jeffrey Ling, who own
Enchantments LLC, have proposed
to develop retail, commercial and resi-
dential housing at 224 South Avenue.
The deadline for the Ling’s contracts
is in approximately eight months,
officials said.

A report from the town’s engineer
Joe Pryor provided an update on Pleas-
ant Avenue. Many residents have re-
quested that the road be paved, and
Mr. Pryor updated the progress of the
borough’s efforts to fund the paving
of Pleasant Avenue.

According to Mr. Pryor, the bor-

ough received a state grant in the
amount of $180,000. The project was
one of 408 projects to be funded out
of 830 applications. In June,
Fanwood submitted the plans, specs,
estimate and an engineer certifica-
tion to the New Jersey Department
of Transportation (NJDOT), and the
borough can now proceed with bid-
ding this project.

There will be a public information
session so that residents can review
the project and address their con-
cerns. The session is scheduled for
Monday, November 14 at 7:30 p.m. at
Forest Road Park.

In other news, Councilman Stuart
Kline voiced his concerns about the
prevalence of child predators, and
said he supports establishing laws to
safeguard communities from con-
victed sex offenders.

Mr. Kline, who is a father of three,
said he was extremely alarmed by a
recent child abduction attempt in
Scotch Plains, and so urged the coun-
cil to become involved in the crusade
to make the Jessica Lunsford Act
accepted into New Jersey’s legisla-
tion.

The Jessica Lunsford Act was
signed in May of 2005 by Florida
Governor Jeb Bush. The law, which
cracks down on child molesters, was
drafted by lawmakers after youngster
Jessica was kidnapped from her home
in Florida. Convicted sex offender
John E. Couey was charged with the
crime.

The law requires that criminals who
have attacked children under the age
of 12 be sentenced to a minimum of
25 years in jail. If the convicted mo-
lesters are released, they will be
tracked, legally, for life.

“It’s especially alarming when it’s
[violence against children] here in
Scotch Plains,” he said.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Monday, October 31, an incident
of criminal mischief was reported in
the 600 block of Roosevelt Street, in
which eggs were thrown at a parked
motor vehicle, damaging the paint.

Monday, October 31, Ahjahnia J.
Hall, 28, of North Plainfield was taken
into custody on Clark Street on an
outstanding no-bail fugitive warrant
issued by the Camden County
Sheriff’s Department.

While she was in custody, authori-
ties discovered there were active war-
rants issued for Hall by the courts in
Woodbridge, Piscataway, Plainfield
and South Plainfield, as well as two
other warrants for her under fictitious
names from Watchung and Plainfield.

Additionally, Hall was charged with
possession of a fictitious driver’s li-
cense and was being held pending
pickup by Camden County authorities.

Wednesday, November 2, Robert
Rucker, 37, of Bridgewater was arrested
at North Plainfield police headquarters
on motor vehicle warrants from
Westfield, for $500, and the Municipal
Court of Middlesex, for $114. Rucker
was held at the Westfield Police Depart-
ment in lieu of bail pending a court date.

Saturday, November 5, Brian
Kirpan, 23, of Garwood was arrested
at South Avenue and West Broad
Street and charged with driving while
intoxicated. He was released to a re-
sponsible individual.

Saturday, November 5, Nigel Daily,
32, of Irvington was arrested on Elm
Street and charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and obstruction of justice for allegedly
locking himself inside a store in an appar-
ent attempt to avoid apprehension.

It was discovered there were also
motor vehicle warrants for Daily from
Carlstadt, for $475; Hillside, for $250;
East Rutherford, for $200; Old Bridge,
for $162; Hoboken, for $79, and Lin-
den, for $60. Additionally, a motor
vehicle warrant had been issued for
Daily under the name of Xavier
Walker from Newark for $350. Au-
thorities said Daily was unable to
post bail and was transported to jail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, October 21, a resident of

Forepaugh Avenue reported that while
his 2002 Jeep was parked in his drive-
way, someone damaged the driver’s
side door. The incident occurred some-
time between 10:30 p.m. and 8 a.m.

Tuesday, October 25, Tajay L.
Morris, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon following a motor
vehicle stop revealed the subject was
concealing a knife.

Thursday, October 27, a student of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
reported his cell phone was stolen.
The victim stated he left his locker
unlocked during a team practice. Po-
lice said the phone was valued at $100.

Thursday, October 27, an employee of
St. John’s Baptist Church, reported being
a victim of theft. The victim stated she left
her purse unattended when unknown sus-
pect took money from her purse.

Wednesday, November 2, a
Gaycroft Drive resident reported an
incident of criminal mischief in which
someone broke a window on her motor
vehicle during the night. The vehicle
was parked in her driveway at the
time, according to police.

Thursday, November 3, a business
owner on Park Avenue reported that
he was assaulted after having a dis-
pute with a co-worker. The victim
was not injured.

Friday, November 4, a Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School student
reported being the victim of criminal
mischief. The victim told police her
vehicle was scratched while parked
in the school’s lot. Police said there
are no suspects at this time.

Friday, November 4, a Magnet High
School student reported that her cel-
lular telephone was stolen. The vic-
tim stated that she left the phone in
her bag on the floor. The phone was
valued at $100.

Friday, November 4, an employee of
a Plainfield Avenue business reported
an incident of criminal mischief in which
two windows were broken at the estab-
lishment during the night. Entry to the
business was not gained.

Thursday, October 20, a Raritan
Road resident reported being the vic-
tim of criminal mischief. Police said
the victim stated that sometime in the
past week, unknown suspect or sus-
pects smashed a portion of his fence.

Friday, October 21, a resident of
Forepaugh Avenue reported that while
his 2002 Jeep was parked in his drive-
way, someone damaged the driver’s
side door. The incident occurred some-
time between 10:30 p.m. and 8 a.m.

Tuesday, October 25, Tajay L.
Morris, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon following a motor
vehicle stop revealed the subject was
concealing a knife.

Thursday, October 27, a student of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
reported his cell phone was stolen.
The victim stated he left his locker
unlocked during a team practice. Po-
lice said the phone was valued at $100.

Thursday, October 27, an employee
of St. John’s Baptist Church, reported
being a victim of theft. The victim
stated she left her purse unattended
when unknown suspect took money
from her purse.

Fanwood
Thursday, October 27, Luis G. Yancha,

41, of Plainfield was arrested on numer-
ous no bail warrants following a motor
vehicle stop at 11:28 a.m. at the intersec-
tion of Midway and Terrill Road.

Friday, October 28, Sadiq A. Murray,
32, of Scotch Plains was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at 10:25
a.m. on Martine Avenue for numerous
outstanding warrants. The suspect was
also charged with possession of a con-
trolled dangerous subject.

Saturday, October 29, Leroy M. Bar-
ber, 48, of Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop, which re-
vealed outstanding warrants. The arrest
took place at 5:22 p.m. at the intersection
of North Avenue and Forrest Road.

Sunday, October 30, Ebony M.
Newton, 23, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at 2:39 p.m. following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road and East
Second Street revealed numerous
outstanding warrants.

Sunday, October 30, a 16- year old
juvenile was arrested at 7:28 p.m. at
the intersection of Midway Avenue
and Ridge Way for reportedly shoot-
ing passing cars with a paint ball gun.

Monday, October 31, Ricardo
Marrero, 27, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at 2:37
p.m. on South Avenue.

Monday, October 31, a 17-year old
juvenile was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Westfield Road
at 9:35 p.m. for possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance.

Sunday, November 6, Jameelah F.
Connelly, 23, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at the intersection of Midway
and Farley Avenues after a motor
vehicle stop revealed numerous out-
standing warrants. The suspect also
was charged with volunteering false
information to the police.

Sunday, November 6, Walter L.
Chandler, 43, of Plainfield was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road and LaGrande Avenue.

Monday, November 7, Ronald
Smith, 42, of Somerset was arrested
on outstanding warrants following a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Third Street. The suspect was sub-
sequently charged with possession of
a controlled dangerous substance.

Mountainside
Tuesday, November 1, Devon J.

Samaroo, 23, of Maplewood was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants after
police were notified of a suspicious
person loitering on Springfield Av-
enue. At the time of his arrest, it was
determined the suspect was homeless.

Wednesday, November 2, Isaac A.
Davis, 26, of Newark was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license following a Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicle Services road
check on Route 22. He also was is-
sued a summons for failure to re-
inspect his vehicle.

Sunday, November 6, Shawn D.
Cunningham, 34, of East Orange was
arrested on numerous outstanding war-
rants following a motor vehicle stop.

Veterans Day Plans
Set in SP And FW

SCOTCH PLAINS — The two lo-
cal veterans organization, American
Legion Post No. 209 and Veterans of
Foreign Wars 10122, will conduct
ceremonies on Friday, November 11,
in observance of Veterans Day.

The services will begin at 11 a.m.
with the laying of wreaths at the Vet-
erans Monument at Park Avenue and
Front Street in Scotch Plains. At 11:30
a.m., there will be a presentation of
wreaths at the Fanwood Memorial
Library at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road.

Members of the community are
invited to attend these programs to
recognize the contributions and sac-
rifices made by all former members
of the armed forces of the United
States.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PRIDE…First Sergeant William Carrington of the 250th Signal Battalion, upon
returning from Iraq Monday night, proudly poses with his family at the Westfield
Armory. Sgt. Carrington served in Vietnam in 1968 to 1969 and joined the New
Jersey National Guard in 1980. He has 30 years in the service. He was promoted
to first sergeant while in Iraq and will be retiring from the service in June 2006.
He has worked full time for FedEx for 25 years and is a courier in the area.

County Clerk

Precincts: 443 of 443

  Vote Count Percent

SAUNDRA P. SPECTOR 39,981 35.71%

JOANNE RAJOPPI 71,970 64.27%

Personal Choice 21 0.02%

Total 111,972 100.00%

Freeholders

Precincts: 443 of 443

  Vote Count Percent

PATRICIA QUATTROCCH 45,834 13.94%

STUART KLINE 45,012 13.69%

ALBERT DILL 44,095 13.41%

ANGEL ESTRADA 64,472 19.61%

RICK PROCTOR 63,793 19.40%

NANCY WARD 65,501 19.92%

Personal Choice 57 0.02%

Total 328,764 100.00%

Precincts: 443 of 443

  Reg/Turnout   Percent  

Total Registration 0

Total Turnout 128,528 0.00%

Polling Place Turnout 128,528 0.00%

Absentee Turnout 0 0.00%

Provisional Turnout 0 0.00%

Overseas Turnout 0 0.00%

Governor

Precincts: 443 of 443

  Vote Count Percent

DOUG FORRESTER 48,041 37.82%

JON CORZINE 74,574 58.71%

EDWARD FORCHION 593 0.47%

WESLEY K. BELL 299 0.24%

HECTOR L. CASTILLO 1,476 1.16%

JEFFREY PAWLOWSKI 610 0.48%

MATTHEW J. THIEKE 343 0.27%

MICHAEL LATIGONA 105 0.08%

COSTANTINO ROZZO 53 0.04%

ANGELA L. LARISCY 67 0.05%

Personal Choice 867 0.68%

Total 127,028 100.00%

Union County Voting Results

Results are unofficial and do not include absentee ballots

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEAMWORK...Area fire departments joined forces Monday night at the Westfield
Armory to welcome home from Iraq the soldiers of the 250th Signal Battalion.

Westfield Voting Results
Mayor
Andrew Skibitsky: 6,365 votes
Thomas Jardim: 5,034 votes
Total 11,404

Council Ward 1
Sal Caruana 1,689 votes
Audrey Fisch 1,244 votes
Total 2,934

Council Ward 2
Vicki L.Kimmins 1,471 Votes
Frank Fusaro 1,168 votes
Total 2,641

Councilman, Ward 3
Darielle Walsh 1,162 votes
David Haas 1,538 votes
Total 2,700

Councilman, Ward 4
Eric J. Leuthold 1,409 votes
Thomas Bigosinski 1,391 votes
(Too close to call.)

Plainfield Mayor
Sharon Briggs: 4,172 votes
Robert Ferraro 1,040
Write-in: 1,710
Total 6,922


