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Church Nursery School in Westfield.
Education: Ms. Kimmins is a 1980

graduate of Penn State University.
Experience: The candidate has

served as treasurer of the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield, as
the assistant chairman of the Col-
lege Woman’s Club of Westfield’s
Scholarship Committee, as the
president of the Presbyterian Nurs-
ery School Parent-Teacher Organi-
zation and as the president of the
Westfield TWIG of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital.

Frank Fusaro
Hometown: Westfield
Candidate for: Westfield Council,

Second Ward
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: The candidate owns a

commercial engineering and con-
struction management firm.

Education: Mr. Fusaro has Bach-
elor of Science and master’s degrees
in civil engineering from the New
Jersey Institute of Technology.

Experience: Mr. Fusaro is presi-
dent of the Board of Directors of the
Westfield Baseball League. He has
also served as an officer with the
Westfield basketball and soccer asso-
ciations. He has been active with the
Westfield Rotary and UNICO.

Darielle Walsh
Hometown: Westfield
Candidate for: Westfield Council,

Third Ward
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Mrs. Walsh is a con-

sultant with not-for-profit organiza-
tions to provide training and organi-
zational development solutions for
board development and effectiveness.

Education: The candidate has a

bachelor’s degree in psychology from
the College of Mount Saint Vincent.

Experience: Mrs. Walsh was named
to the town council this past spring to
a fill a vacancy. She previously served
on the Westfield Board of Ed. from
1992 through 2001, holding the posi-
tions of president and vice president
during that time frame. She has also
served four years as the chief volun-
teer officer and chairman of the
Westfield Y Board of Directors. She
has held leadership posts with the
United Way of Westfield and the
Westfield Rotary Club.

David Haas
Hometown: Westfield
Candidate for: Westfield Council,

Third Ward
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: He is director of opti-

cal interconnect development at a
large electronics manufacturer.

Education: Mr. Haas has a doctoral
degree in optical electronics from the
University of California.

Experience: Mr. Haas served on the
town council in 2003. He was a mem-
ber of the town’s board of adjustment
for six years. Mr. Haas is a member of
the Rotary, Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library and the Westfield
Ice Hockey Association Board.

Eric Leuthold
Hometown: Westfield
Candidate for: Westfield Council,

Fourth Ward
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Mr. Leuthold is em-

ployed as an administrative director
of radiology at Pascack Valley Hospi-
tal in Westwood.

Education: The candidate holds two
undergraduate degrees from the Uni-
versity of Vermont and a master’s
from New York University.

Experience: Mr. Leuthold has been
Westfield YMCA Y’s Men’s Club
manager since 2000. He is a diplomat
with the American College of
Healthcare Executives.

Tom Bigosinski
Hometown: Westfield
Candidate for: Westfield Council,

Fourth Ward
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Mr. Bigosinski has

been a practicing attorney for 11 years.
Education: He holds an undergradu-

ate degree from Rutgers University
and a law degree from the Seton Hall
Law School.

Experience: The candidate is one
of three members of the Westfield
Tree Preservation Commission.

Second, we believe that the town
can do better in controlling develop-
ment. In our view, the threat to the
character of our neighborhoods is
considerable and the response from
the mayor and town council must be
decisive. We need to strengthen the
town’s zoning code both within local
neighborhoods (zoning areas) and
town-wide. This means enacting or-
dinances that address all areas of
building (not just building heights). It
also means enacting ordinances that
are strong enough to allow us to main-
tain the character of our different
neighborhoods (as a town-wide three-
foot height restriction will not).

Third, we believe that the town can
do better in providing basic services
to our community. The condition of
our playing fields and parks, public
spaces, and roads points to the fact
that town residents are simply not
getting a good value for their tax
dollars. While taxes rose 34 percent,
the level of municipal services hasn’t
and indeed seems to be declining.
Residents have a right to expect that
their roads will get patched, and paved
when necessary; that our children will
play on safe, well-maintained fields;
and that public spaces and parks
throughout town will be appropri-
ately maintained.

Finally, we believe that the town
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can do better at being accessible and
responsive. A person, not a machine,
should answer or respond to calls by
residents. Taxpayers are right to ex-
pect an honest answer to questions,
including a realistic assessment of
how long it will take to solve a par-
ticular problem.

Neighborhoods with particular lo-
cal problems need opportunities to
offer both their concerns and their
ideas about solutions, and they need
assurances that resolutions will be
made in a timely manner and reflect
the input of those residents. More
broadly, the work of the council needs
to be more transparent, with clear
communication through the inexpen-
sive vehicles of The Westfield Leader
and the Internet. In this way, resi-
dents could understand the work-in-
process of our local government and
have an opportunity to share their
expertise and ideas on particular is-
sues without having to attend council
meetings.

Over the course of this campaign,
we have visited thousands of resi-
dents at their homes and spoken to
countless more in downtown
Westfield and elsewhere. We are will-
ing to listen and to work hard to solve
the problems facing our town, and we
hope we have earned your votes on
November 8.

Westfield Candidate Bios

Sunday, October 30, 2005
12:45 p.m. Registration 

1 p.m. Presentation 
1:30 - 3 p.m. “Meet the Faculty” & Tours

Saturday, November 12, 2005
9:30 a.m. Registration 
9:45 a.m. Presentation 

10:15 - 11 a.m. “Meet the Faculty” & Tours

Oak Knoll
School of the Holy Child

Respectful
Confident

Enthusiastic
Reverent

EagerCurious
Joyful 

Our founder advocated, more than a century ago,
that her schools “meet the wants of the age.” 
Oak Knoll is a place of tradition, and one of those 
traditions means that we lead the way in education.
Today, we offer young women:

• Admission to top colleges and universities
• Wireless campus with laptop program
• Leadership training
• A values-centered curriculum
• Competitive teams and championship fields
• State-of-the-art performing arts center 
• Strong community service programs
• Financial assistance available

A Catholic independent school educating young women grades 7 – 12. 
44 Blackburn Road, Summit, NJ 07901 • 908-522-8109 • www.oakknoll.org

At Oak Knoll, 
Integrity Matters.

Admission tests 
will be administered
on November 12 and

December 3.

DELBARTON SCHOOL
230 Mendham Road 

Morristown, NJ 07960
w w w . d e l b a r t o n . o r g
(973) 538-3231, ext. 3019

• 100% college placement
• 90% of graduates enroll in at least one

Advanced Placement course

• 25% of graduates earn National Merit
Scholar recognition

DARE to achieve...

DELBARTON DELBARTON DELBARTON
An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12

administered by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey

SILLY SEASON...Westfielders addiction to politics is evident at the candidates
debate at Town Hall where residents packed the house with standing room only.

their new homes in keeping with the
neighborhood feel. We are hopeful to
complete this work in early 2006 af-
ter a review of our concept legislation
has passed the muster of our planning
board, board of adjustment and board
of architectural review. When we
achieve our ultimate goal, we will
balance the demand for new homes
with the desire to maintain the look
and feel of our hometown.

As a member of the council’s pub-
lic safety, transportation and parking
committee, Darielle Walsh, third ward
councilwoman, is committed to keep-
ing our streets safe. Councilwomen
Walsh has already begun using her
experience and resume of volunteer
service in working with school ad-
ministration officials, the Westfield
Police Department and concerned
parents to discuss traffic and pedes-
trian safety around our schools and in
our neighborhoods. We have recently
completed our review and shortly will
be implementing traffic control solu-
tions for the eight most hazardous
areas and intersections in town. This
experience will be our guide for con-
tinued cooperative and interactive
community solutions to upgrade and
increase safety at other hot spots
around Westfield.

I will work with Eric Leuthold,
candidate for fourth ward council,
and utilize his years of experience in
the budget process, collective bar-
gaining negotiations and disaster pre-
paredness to not only stretch our tax
dollars and “do more with less,” but
also ensure that our town is prepared
for any threat to our citizens. By

utilizing Eric’s experience as plan-
ning section chief and logistics com-
mander of disaster preparedness at a
regional healthcare facility, we will
work with the police and fire depart-
ments to make sure that our emer-
gency management planning is con-
tinually being reviewed, ensuring the
greatest protection of our families.

I have worked hard as your as your
mayor and will continue my efforts to
fulfill my promises to you. As mayor
for just four months, I promised and
delivered the solutions to many of our
local and town-wide issues. My prom-
ises are heart felt, true and honest and
my achievements are clear, open and
beneficial to our town as a whole. I
pledge to continue the work of my
first four months and multiple these
efforts to tackle all our issues over the
next four years.

Along with my running mates, Sal
Caruana, Vicki Kimmins, Darielle
Walsh and Eric Leuthold we will
work, listen, fulfill our promises and
produce the results that you, the resi-
dents of Westfield, expect and de-
serve. It is only with your help on
Election Day that we will continue
the good work of my first four months
and continue to make Westfield the
great place we know and love and call
home.

For more information on me and
my running mates, please visit
westfield2005.com. I hope you will
support us and our efforts to keep
Westfield the premiere town of Union
County known for our schools, our
homes, our neighborhoods and most
importantly, our wonderful people.

WF-DEMs Vie for Change,
Say ‘We Can Do Better’

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Democratic candi-
dates have been going door-to-door
through Westfield in order to meet their
constituents and hear their concerns.

“The best thing about walking is you
get to meet wonderful people,” Tom
Jardim said. “The best thing about
Westfield is the people who live here.”

A dominant topic on residents’ minds
is the lack of parking downtown. Mr.
Jardim said he has specific ideas that he
hopes will help to elevate the conges-
tion in lots, as well as on the street.

Mr. Jardim is suggesting is a valet
service for commuters. He also sug-
gests overselling parking permits for
commuter lots. “Everyday that goes by
(that the commuter lot isn’t full) is lost
revenue,” First Ward candidate Audrey
Fisch added.

Fourth Ward candidate Tom
Bigosinski noted that the parking prob-
lem in neighborhoods around Westfield
High School has a different set of cir-
cumstances not associated with other
parking issues.

“The two problems (associated with
high school parking) are the ability to
accommodate high schoolers and the
impact that it has on local residents,” he
said. All the candidates feel the Na-
tional Guard Armory on Rahway Av-
enue across the street from the high
school is a viable parking option for
students who want to drive to school.

The high cost of living in Westfield is
one reason Mr. Jardim is making a bid
to regain control of municipal govern-
ment. “It seems to me when your dealt
a difficult hand, you have to get to

work,” he said, referring to the 11-cent
tax increase residents have been forced
to pay. “Don’t walk away from the table
saying there is nothing I can do about it.
Seniors can’t afford that.”

Third Ward candidate David Haas
recognized that overdevelopment in
town is a “quality-of-life issue that goes
on and on.” He said he feels height
restrictions on new construction is a
“baby step.” Mrs. Fisch added, “There
is a street in all our wards where there is
a teardown. We need to limit develop-
ment and make developers have less of
a disruption on our neighborhoods.”

Mr. Bigosinski said he feels everyone
is in favor of responsible development
but that height restrictions don’t go far
enough. “I am concerned about the
impact on our community. We need a
real plan for replacing trees and limiting
the nuisance of construction.”

Mr. Jardim discussed the replace-
ment of Police Chief Bernard Tracy
who recently resigned stating, “The
particular thing to look for is working
on bettering the job that police do and
the image of police in town.” He feels
that the right candidate should make
same effort that Chief Tracy made to
reach out to African Americans.

Second Ward candidate Frank Fusaro
voiced concern over user fees for play-
ing fields that is being considered by
town hall saying, “the town has to prove
it is absolutely necessary.” He would
like more information as to how the
money is going to be “equitably distrib-
uted between baseball and soccer.” He
suggests having the Department of Pub-
lic Works (DPW) take over field main-
tenance and make it a priority.

Mrs. Fisch hopes to improve com-
munication between residents and town
hall by using community resources so
that “all people can have a voice.”

 “I grew up in this town, I lived here
my whole life,” Mr. Fusaro continued.
He noted that when he was in school,
the BOE budget was $14 million. This
year, the budget was $79 million. “I
don’t see anyone looking at town bud-
gets and school budgets and having
them paired down,” he said.

“We need to visit all avenues and
find out how we can reverse this trend,”
Mr. Fusaro continued. He said mainte-
nance must be a priority and road main-
tenance should be at the top of the list.
“Our infrastructure is falling apart. Care
must be given to repairing our roads.”

WF-GOP United on Issues:
Taxes, Traffic, Development

By BETSEY BURGDORF – Please see article on Page C-9
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