
Page C-2  Thursday, November 3, 2005 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

New Jersey VotesNew Jersey VotesNew Jersey VotesNew Jersey VotesNew Jersey Votes
Tuesday, November 8, 2005Tuesday, November 8, 2005Tuesday, November 8, 2005Tuesday, November 8, 2005Tuesday, November 8, 2005

Election Campaign 2005Election Campaign 2005Election Campaign 2005Election Campaign 2005Election Campaign 2005

Advanced. Innovative. Successful.

The Colon & Rectal Physicians 
at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center

If you are concerned about colon and rectal problems, you want the best colo-rectal screening 
and treatment services possible. You want the most experienced doctors who can offer advanced, 

innovative and successful treatments. 

You will find them at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center. 

Muhlenberg offers advanced minimally invasive surgery performed by a team of Board Certified 
colo-rectal surgeons and has just opened a brand new advanced laparoscopic suite.  This state-of-the-art

suite utilizes high definition equipment and a voice activated system allowing physicians and nurses
greater control over a surgical procedure.

Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center has one of the largest colo-rectal residency 
programs on the East Coast. It has the first and only fellowship program in New Jersey.

Nearly half of all colorectal surgeons in New Jersey have trained at Muhlenberg.

Unparalleled knowledge and experience

Our group of surgeons has almost 100 years of combined experience. They have written and published
more than 100 articles on colon and rectal disorders and have been significant contributors 

to medical textbooks on the subject.

For more information, or for a screening referral to one of Muhlenberg’s 
colo-rectal specialists, please call 888-577-4424.
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Voters will be asked to select three Union County Freeholders to serve three-year terms. They will also choose the county clerk to serve a five-year term. There are nine freeholders based in the county seat of Elizabeth governing the county’s
population  of a little over 500,000 people. Each year, three freeholders are elected on an “at large” basis. The county budget budget is approximately $390 million funded mostly by property taxes, which in this area amounts to about 20
percent of the property tax bill. For the last ten years, the board has been composed of all Democrats based on their numerical voter registration in the densely urban population areas from Elizabeth, Plainfield, Linden and Union.

Union County Voters to  Select Freeholders and Clerk on November 8

Angel Estrada, DEM Rich Proctor, DEM Nancy Ward, DEM

Joanne Rajoppi, DEM Sandra Spector, GOP

Two Vie for Union County Clerk

Let’s Bring Two-Party Gov.
Back to County Freeholders

County Democrats Running
On Record of Experience

By The Union County Democrats
This year three Democrats are run-

ning for re-election to the Board of
Chosen Freeholder.

Angel Estrada of Elizabeth was
first elected to the board in 1999.
Freeholder Estrada served as free-
holder chairman last year and is cur-
rently chair of the Open Space, Rec-
reation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund Committee. An immigrant
who came from Cuba at the age of 10,
Freeholder Estrada believes that pub-
lic service is one way to give back to
his community.

Freeholder Rick Proctor is the
health official for his town of Rahway,
as well as Scotch Plains, Winfield
and Hillside. He has authored and
published several papers on terror-
ism and weapons of mass destruction
as they relate to public health. He was
first appointed to the freeholder board
in 2002.

An attorney with a private practice
in Linden, Freeholder Nancy Ward
was appointed to the board last year.
Besides running her business, she is
an active volunteer in her town of
Linden.

The 21 municipalities in Union
County range from very urban to very
suburban, from moderate income to
high income, from a port economy in
Elizabeth to bedroom communities
along the commuter rail lines.

Union County Democrats have
developed programs and services that
serve every part of the county’s popu-
lation and which make our communi-
ties even stronger. We have invested
in parks and open space, youth recre-

ation programs, historic preservation
and services for senior citizens.

Parks and Open Space
For instance, through the county’s

Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund, Union
County has preserved 130 acres of
open space. In some of the state’s
most highly-developed towns we pre-
served open space, saved the county’s
last working farm and created new
parks and athletic fields.

We are also proud of Union
County’s incredible network of parks,
golf courses and recreation areas. Our
parks system encompasses more than
6,400 acres and it includes a stable,
pools and an ice skating rink. Next
year we plan to open the new Trailside
Nature and Science Center, a larger
facility that can accommodate more
school programs, classes and will have
state-of-the-art exhibits and hands on
activities.

Youth Services
With more than 135,000 children

below the age of 18 living in Union
County, we put children and families
first. Democrats have supported the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund, which
provided $1 million last year for
equipment, scholarships, and im-
provements to recreation programs
and athletic fields. Every town in
Union County received funds through
this program.

To keep children healthy, we will
also expand our immunization pro-
gram. This program immunized more
than 6,000 children last year. To pro-
tect your precious cargo, we will

By The Union County Republicans
Union County is a great place to

live and raise a family. We have won-
derful communities and a wealth of
parks and recreational facilities, like
the Watchung reservation,
Nomahegan, and Echo Lake Park.

We, Al Dill, Patricia Quattrocchi,
and Stuart Kline, are candidates for
the freeholder board because we are
outraged at the waste and misman-
agement in our county government.
Al Dill served nine years on the Sum-
mit council, is a former Commis-
sioner of the Union County Utilities
Authority, and has been a volunteer
fireman for the past 20 years.

Patricia Quattrocchi is a former
Garwood councilwoman and has
served as a volunteer for the Union
County Domestic Violence Crisis In-
tervention team. Stu Kline has been
on the Fanwood Borough Council for
nine years, four years as chairman of
the administration and finance com-
mittee. Together, we bring a wealth of
experience on municipal and county
affairs.

Like many of you, we are alarmed
at the rising tide of property taxes.
County taxes, which are about one-
fifth of the average resident’s tax bill,
have gone up 44 percent in the last
five years, or almost 10 percent each
year. We reject the conventional wis-
dom that property taxes must go up

Pat Quattrocchi, GOP Albert Dill, GOP Stuart Kline, GOP

Joanne Rajoppi
Hometown: Union Township
Candidate for: Union County Clerk
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Ms. Rajoppi is the

Union County Clerk.
Education: Ms. Rajoppi received

Bachelor of Arts degree from Case
Western University in Cleveland, OH.
She has a master’s degree in Public
Administration from Center for Pub-
lic Service at Seton Hall University.

Experience: Ms. Rajoppi is serv-
ing her second five-year term as Union
County Clerk. Elected to terms in
1995 and 2000, she is the first woman
to serve in the 139-year history of
Union County. She previously served
as Union County Registrar of Deeds
and Mortgages for 12 years. The reg-
istrar was merged into the clerk’s
office in the mid-1990s. Ms. Rajoppi
served on the Springfield Township
Committee and was the township’s
first woman mayor in 1977. She was
elected to the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders in 1878, serving
as the board’s first woman chairman
in 1980. Former Governor Brendan
Byrne appointed her assistant secre-
tary of state.

Sandra Spector
Hometown: Plainfield
Candidate for: Union County Clerk
Party Affiliation: Republican
Occupation: Ms. Spector owns her

own catering business in Plainfield.
Education: Ms. Spector holds two

postgraduate degrees from New York
University.

Experience: Ms. Spector is Repub-
lican Municipal Chairman for the City
of Plainfield.

Rick Proctor

Hometown: Rahway
Candidate for: Union County Free-

holder
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Mr. Proctor is the

Health Officer to Rahway and Scotch
Plains, Hillside and Winfield.

Education: Freeholder Proctor has
a Master of Science degree in Man-
agement from New Jersey Institute of
Technology and a Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology/Sociology from Wash-
ington and Lee University.

Experience: He was elected to four
terms on the Rahway Board of Edu-
cation. He served as board president
in 1984 and vice president in 1980
and 1981. He was appointed to the
freeholder board in February 2002
and was elected to a full three-year
term in November 2002.

Angel Estrada
Hometown: Elizabeth
Candidate for: Union County Free-

holder
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Freeholder Estrada is

a Department of Motor Vehicles agent
in Elizabeth.

Education: He earned Bachelor of
Arts degrees in History and Spanish
from Kean College (now Kean Uni-
versity) in Union.

Experience: Freeholder Estrada
was elected to a three-year term on
the Board of Chosen Freeholders in
1999 and reelected in 2002. He served
as vice chairman of the board in 2003.
He was elected to the Elizabeth Board
of Education in 1994 and reelected to
a second three-year term in 1997.

Nancy Ward
Hometown: Linden
Candidate for: Union County Free-

holder
Party Affiliation: Democrat
Occupation: Ms. Ward is an attor-

ney with offices in Linden, where she
specializes in personal injury, work-
ers compensation, landlord/tenancy
and cooperative housing law. She pre-
viously had an office in Springfield.

Education: Freeholder Ward gradu-
ated magna cum laude from Fordham
University’s College of Business
Administration, with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Finance. She re-

year after year. We believe that county
government must be responsive to
the needs of our residents and at the
same time spend every tax dollar as
judiciously as possible.

However, the current administra-
tion has served to protect its own
interests, not those of the taxpayers.
For instance, in the last five years, the
number of top county bureaucrats
earning more than $100,000 almost
tripled (from 24 to 64). Among 21
counties in New Jersey, Union ranks
second, behind Essex, for highest
administrative salaries ($273 thou-
sand). In the last five years, the board
of freeholders has twice voted itself a
raise after Election Day that was ret-
roactive for a full year. Go ask your
boss for a retroactive raise. Further-
more, as recently reported by the Star
Ledger, one out of seven Democratic
elected municipal officials in Union
County is on the County payroll.

Time and time again, the current
administration has been out of touch
with the residents it supposedly
serves. While we cope with rising car
payments and $3 per gallon gasoline,
according to a recent Star Ledger
article, 150 county employees have
use of county vehicles and are filling
up their tanks at our expense. County
Manager George Devanney (Ray
Lesniak’s nephew) cruises to work in
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