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MCCARTHY SCORES GOAL, HAMBLETON TIES SCORE

Blue Devil/Raider Girls Duel
To 1-1 Double OT Deadlock

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Statistical parity played itself out
as the Westfield High School girls
soccer team and the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood girls dueled to a 1-1,

double overtime tie at Park Middle
School field on October 27. Blue Devil
bread-and-butter forward Erin
McCarthy netted a goal in the first
half and Raider bread-and-butter for-
ward Allie Hambleton tied the score
in the second half.

By the end of regulation play, the 8-
4-3 Raiders and the 9-6-2 Blue Devils
each fired off 15 shots on goal. Both
teams took two shots in the first over-
time and another two in the second
overtime. Blue Devil goalie Lauren
Sinnenberg made 12 saves in regula-
tion and two in overtime, as did Raider
goalie Lauren Mains. Both teams took
three corner kicks in regulation.

The first serious shot in the furi-
ously, pleasing fast-paced game was
launched by Raider Meaghan Kelly
after Kelly Rigano, on a breakaway,
crossed to her in the box. Kelly’s shot
sailed over the cross bar. Two min-
utes later, at the 8:30 mark, McCarthy,
assisted by midfielder Gillian Kape,
won a scramble in the box and skid
the ball past Mains. McCarthy fin-
ished with eight shots on goal.

“She makes it happen. She works

very well with our other forward
Corrine (Parkinson) who does a nice
job up front,” said Blue Devil Head
Coach Katie Egan.

“With any good team that has tough
kids up front, we try to contain the

kids who can score with tough de-
fense,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing commented about McCarthy.

Adding to the parity, other than the
score, both teams took seven shots on
goal and both goalies made six saves
by halftime.

Midway through the second half,
at the 22-minute mark, Hambleton
broke free on the right side, forcing
Sinnenberg to commit forward.
Hambleton patiently slanted her shot
into the vacant left corner of the Blue
Devils’ net. Hambleton finished with
seven shots on goal.

“Allie is an exceptional player.
Every time she takes the field, she’s
probably the best player on the field,”
said Ewing. “Today, she proved it
again. We look for her to create (op-
portunities) and she did that a number
of times.”

“We marked not only Hambleton
but also Rigano who are, in my opin-

ion, two of their strongest players
aside from their keeper,” said Egan.
“I had two of my best defensive play-
ers, Miriam Becker-Cohen and
Lindsey Sauerwein, on them. I

thought they really held them. We
did our best to keep the ball out of
the middle. They are very strong up
the middle. The goal that they got
was a nice goal. Our keeper came
out. She did the right thing. The girl
just slid it right past her. That’s the
choice you have to make as a
keeper.”

Pesky Raider sophomore forward
Alana Bencivegno also created
much concern for the Blue Devil
defense throughout the game as
did Blue Devil Parkinson to the
Raider defense.

“Alana is tough. She’s fast. At
the beginning of the season, she
was lacking some confidence but
she really has come along and has
become a real asset,” said Ewing.

Obviously, the final score indi-
cated that each defense held up
well to the challenge – Blue Devils
Becker-Cohen and Sauerwein,
Raiders Allie Zazzali and Lisa
Camarda.

“Defensively, we played a great
game. We are very evenly matched
teams. If we (both teams) are tak-
ing 17 shots in a 1-1 game, obvi-
ously our strengths are our defense,”

said Egan.
Westfield 1 0 0 0 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 1 0 0 1

MINTZ NETS WINNING GOAL, RIGANO GETS ASSIST

Raider Soccer Girls Blank
Crusaders, 1-0, in UC Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another big win! After the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team dazed Cranford in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament, it happened again.
Strong defense and an unrelenting
offense spelled, “shutout,” as the
fired up Raiders earned a 1-0 victory
over A.L. Johnson in the semifinal
round in Union on October 29.

The Raider defense allowed only
six shots while the offense launched
14 rockets on the Crusader goal.
Keeper Lauren Mains, although not
threatened much, prevailed with two
outstanding saves when it counted.
Hallie Mintz scored the winning goal
off a corner kick from Kelly Rigano
in the second half.

“I told the girls to just keep on
fighting all season long and good
things would happen and they did,”
said Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing. “I think we had the better of
the play eighty percent of the game
and that was the difference. Hats off
to Johnson. They has an excellent
defense, they’re very physical, ag-
gressive and they have a good goalie
in Krissy Cheeks, but we pulled
through.”

In the first half, the Raiders’ de-
fense played great and the offense
dominated by switching the field
and pummeling the Crusader net six
times. Mintz triggered three while
Rigano, Allie Zazalli and Allie

Hambleton each fired off one.
The Raiders attacked from every-

where and blasted the Crusader goal
without a score in the second half.
Then, Rigano launched a corner kick
out on the right side into a horde of
Raiders positioned in front of the
net. Mintz tapped in a right-footed
shot with 20 minutes remaining.

“Mr. Ewing said in the beginning
of the season that we had a real tough
schedule, playing the hardest teams
in New Jersey and that it would pay
off in the end. Basically, this is where
it’s paying off,” said Mintz. “As to the
goal, I was fighting for it the whole
game. It was just awesome that we
had a lot of shots and a bunch of
corners. The keeper was not holding
on to them, and I was always told as
a forward to stay on the front post and
I did. I just saw the way and put it in.”

When asked how the defense was
so successful by holding Johnson
out of the red zone, Zazzali said,
“Our midfield played so well and
won the balls in the midfield, so it
really never got that bad. But when it
did, we cleaned it up. Freshman
Stephanie Glover and sophomore
Bridget (Cornwell) stepped up and I
really enjoy playing with them every
single minute.”

“We knew that we are the better
team, but we had to go out there and
prove it. We picked up our intensity
more and it paid off,” added Rigano.
“I think if we play like we have been
playing, I think it’s our year to win
the championship.”

The Raiders meet fourth-seeded
Oak Knoll for the county title at
Williams field in Elizabeth on No-
vember 5.

See photos on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF MANY SAVES…Blue Devil Lauren Sinnenberg made many saves in the 1-
1, double overtime game with the Raiders.

WESTFIELD                $1,095,000

Elegant Colonial built in 2003 by Needlepoint Homes.  Spacious living and dining rooms with beautiful moldings,
fabulous upgraded kitchen and two and one half baths, four bedrooms, family room with stone fireplace, finished
basement, office, security and sprinkler systems, three car built-in garage, on quiet cul-de-sac.  DIR: Prospect St. rt on
Madison #116. (052000539)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $579,000
Lovely home in the Jefferson School District.  This home features updated main bath (2000), updated eat-in kitchen,
3 bedrooms, 1 1/2 baths, living room with hardwood floors and wood burning fireplace, dining room, family room.
New landscaping, vinyl siding, CAC, entrance doors, furnace & roof are all 8 years young.   DIR: Rahway Ave. to Bell
Dr. #16  (052000457)

WESTFIELD $1,325,000

A freshly painted exterior & wrap-around porch invite you into this lovely turn of the century Victorian.  This home
boasts 5 bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths & an updated kitchen.  The charm of this home is further enhanced by hardwood
floors, stained glass windows, pocket doors & original moldings.  Close to schools, transportation & Westfield’s
vibrant downtown. (052000575)

WESTFIELD                                       $1,925,000
Nestled in a notable storybook enclave, this custom residence, with European flair, boasts luxurious amenities and
includes 5 bedrooms, 4 1/2 baths, French doors to library, 2-3 fireplaces, dramatic two story entrance foyer with
circular oak staircase.  Volume ceiling, hardwood floors thruout, formal living and dining rooms with mahogany inlays,
grande master suite with sitting room, dual walk-in closets and elegant spa bath, walk up attic, designer kitchen plus
breakfast room and more!  Call Holly for more information at 908-693-7544.  (052000590)

Pre-Construction OpportunityOpen House: Sun 11/6  12-4PM

Open House: Sun 11/6  12-4PMYesterday’s Charm / Today’s Conveniences

Homes by Rapuano Realty Investments, Inc.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRIGGERING OFF A SHOT…Raider Hallie Mintz, No. 20, terrorized the A.L.
Johnson goal with three shots and scored the winning goal in the semifinal round
of the Union County Tournament on October 29.


