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Letters to the Editor

As you know, the election season is
upon us. For the first time, absentee
ballots are available to all New Jersey
voters. This is an important measure
that helps us to ensure that everyone
who is eligible to vote is able to
exercise his or her right.

Absentee ballots allow any regis-
tered voter to cast a vote from any-
where through the mail. If you are out
of town, unable to make it to the polls
or just prefer to vote by mail, you can
still make your voice heard. Applica-
tions for absentee ballots must be
mailed by November 1, or a voter
may apply in person at the county
clerk’s office up until 3 p.m. on No-
vember 7.

Here in New Jersey, every vote
counts. You can print the absentee
ballot application and learn more
about your rights by visiting the De-
partment of Law and Public Safety’s
Division of Elections website at http:/
/www.state.nj.us/lps/elections/
electionshome.html.

In addition to deciding our next
governor, voters will also decide two
matters of great importance to New
Jersey and its future. This year’s elec-
tion will decide whether or not to
establish the Office of the Lieutenant
Governor and change the order of
succession should another governor
leave office before his or her term
expires. In addition, voters will de-
cide whether or not to expand uses of
dedicated tax revenue to fund air pol-
lution control and administrative costs
of the underground storage tank pro-
gram. Further explanation of these
important issues is available on the
Department of Law and Public
Safety’s Division of Elections website
at www.state.nj.us/lps/elections/
2 0 0 5 _ g e n -
election_public_questions.html.

Identity Theft: In today’s world,
it’s easier than ever for people to get
what they want, when they want it.
On-line shopping, instant access and
automated transactions have made it
easier for consumers to get what they
need and move on with their busy
lives. This luxury, however, has also
made it easier for criminals to find
unsuspecting victims for identity
theft. That is why I signed the Identity
Theft Prevention Act, one of the stron-
gest guards against this crime in the
country.

Identity theft occurs when some-
one obtains credit card numbers, So-
cial Security numbers, bank account
information or other pieces of private
information and uses them to commit
some sort of fraud or deception, usu-
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ally for financial gain.
Learn how to better protect your

private information by visiting the
State’s Identity Theft website at
www.nj.gov/identitytheft.

Stem Cell Research: This month,
I announced a pioneering stem cell
research initiative that will make New
Jersey home to the nation’s first pub-
lic umbilical and placental stem cell
bank. Scientists have discovered that
placental and umbilical cord blood
holds great promise in its ability to
provide a rich supply of stem cells for
the ground-breaking research being
done in this field.

Too often, people are unaware of
the potential this donation has for the
advancement of this science. As a
result, these valuable fluids are often
discarded as medical waste after child-
birth. To change this trend, I also
announced an educational campaign
to be conducted by the Department of
Health and Senior Services, which
will inform OB-GYNs, hospitals and
other health care professionals about
donation opportunities. They, in turn,
will pass this information on to their
patients.

This month also marked the an-
nouncement of the findings of a study
prepared by Rutgers University that
outlines the potential economic ben-
efits from New Jersey’s proposed stem
cell research initiative.

According to the report’s findings,
New Jersey stands to benefit from an
estimated $1.4 billion in new eco-
nomic activity, approximately 20,000
new jobs and $71.9 million in new
state revenue over the next 20 years.

These benefits will reach beyond
the immediate reach of the construc-
tion and operation of the Stem Cell
Institute of New Jersey, the first state-
funded facility of its kind in the coun-
try, and have a ripple effect through-
out our economy.

This detailed report can be viewed
at www.policy.rutgers.edu/
stemcell.pdf.

Mental Illness: I recently had the
opportunity to honor National Men-
tal Illness Awareness Week by sign-
ing an executive order creating the
Governor’s Council on Mental Health
Stigma.

Stigmas are negative perceptions
and presumptions that are seen as the
primary barrier to achieving recovery
and full social integration for those
suffering from mental illness. They
stem from a lack of understanding.

The Council’s members represent
consumers, family members and pro-
fessionals from the fields of health,
mental health, media, government,
business, law enforcement and edu-
cation. They will be charged with
developing a master plan aimed at
increasing awareness and understand-
ing of mental disorders. They will
promote advocacy and outreach and
work to improve training for profes-
sional and promote research.

For more information on the state’s
mental health initiatives, visit
www.nj.gov/humanservices/dmhs/.

GOIN FRAZEE…Representing two early settlers in the Voices from the West
Fields tour held Saturday, October 29 in the colonial cemetery were Vicky and
Richard Ney, dressed as Aunt Betsey Frazee and her husband Richard Ney, as
British General Cornwallis. Mrs. Ney is an associate minister of the Presbyterian
Church of Westfield, which sponsored the tour.

Union County United Way Reaching
Out to Residents, Including Westfield

Thanks to everyone who supported the
Fall Sale of Children’s Clothing & Toys
at the Westfield Day Care Center. Pro-
ceeds to the center amounted to nearly
$5,300 (the best ever!) and will help sup-
port scholarship tuitions, allowing the
center to continue its mission to provide
affordable quality childcare to families
regardless of race, religion or socio-eco-
nomic status.

The center wishes to acknowledge and
express appreciation to many members of
the community who helped contribute to
the success of this regular sale event:
There were numerous donors of items for
sale. There were more than 40 volunteers
who contributed more than 200 hours to
this effort. There were many area busi-
nesses that allowed the WDCC to post its
flyers on community bulletin boards or in
store windows, and of course, there were
many shoppers!

This sale, held twice each year in the
Westminster Hall at The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield, provides benefits to
many charities beyond the Westfield Day
Care Center. As part of the cleanup this
time, clothing, books and baby equip-
ment have been provided to other pro-
grams including an orphanage in
Alcapulco, Mexico; a preschool literacy
program at Elizabethport Family Center;
families in the Interfaith Homeless Pro-
gram in Union County; the Muhlenburg
Hospital newborn program; the Union
County Healthy Families program; the
DYFS Kidzpax program, the Vietnam
Veterans of America for sale in their thrift
shops, to the Agape Community Clothing
Closet and the Plainfield Health Center.

Residents of Westfield and the sur-
rounding towns have provided support to
the Westfield Day Care Center for its 37
years of operation, and your support is
greatly appreciated. Come shop with us
in May 2006!

Marybeth Lapham
Laurie Swetman

WDCC Sale Coordinators

United Way of Greater Union County
is in the midst of an extremely important
fundraising campaign to support critical
health and human service programs for
Westfield residents and our surrounding
communities.

Thanks to the support of thousands of
local residents and hundreds of local busi-
nesses, we have established a strong tra-
dition of developing and supporting pro-
grams that help create stronger, healthier
communities and improve the quality of
life of people throughout Union County,
North Plainfield and South Plainfield.

United Way of Greater Union County
is reaching out to all residents of Greater
Union County, including Westfield resi-
dents, to help us reach our $3,725,000
fundraising goal.

To begin this outreach, we recently
sent a direct-mail appeal to thousands of
residents throughout Union County, and
we plan to send another mailing later this
month that highlights the powerful im-
pact of donations to United Way of Greater
Union County. I encourage local resi-
dents to respond generously to these ap-
peals or make a secure donation online at
our website – www.uwguc.org. We have
several new initiatives that are working in
Westfield and our surrounding commu-
nities that we would like to build upon,
but we need your support. These innova-
tive programs include:

2-1-1 Helpline
United Way’s 2-1-1 helpline has

quickly become a vital resource and a
critical link for thousands of local people
in need of assistance with community
resources that can help with life’s ev-
eryday needs. 2-1-1 is an easy-to-re-
member and universally recognizable
telephone number that always free and
confidential.

Project Improve
Project Improve is improving the qual-

ity of local childcare by bringing spe-
cialized on-site training and technical
assistance to local centers. Thanks to
Project Improve, more than 90 local
childcare classrooms have already sig-
nificantly improved in areas such as lan-
guage skills, diversity awareness and
arts and music.

Learning Mi Way
Exposure to the arts has been proven to

help children build self-confidence, ex-
press their creativity and perform better

in math and reading. Thanks to Learning
Mi Way, hundreds of children, ages 3 to
5, and their families are now learning
essential skills through a special artist-in-
residence program at our local preschools.

Volunteer Solutions
United Way’s partnership with the

County of Union helps promote the spirit
of volunteerism and establishes critical
links between those who want to help
with those who need help. This partner-
ship also helped create the third edition of
the Union County Volunteer Directory
which features more than 500 volunteer
opportunities at 120 organizations in the
Union County area. Ongoing volunteer
projects are also available online at
www.uwguc.org and www.ucnj.org.

Our outreach efforts are not meant to
confuse or mislead anyone. We want all
Westfield residents to be aware that there
are two independent United Ways serv-
ing our community – United Way of
Greater Union County and United Way of
Westfield. Our goal is to ensure that po-
tential donors have choice in determining
where their gifts will be targeted.

United Way of Westfield effectively
supports programs at 19 local agencies
focusing on serving the residents of
Westfield.

Our United Way of Greater Union
County takes this approach a step beyond
to ensure that Westfield AND our sur-
rounding communities are well cared for.
Our United Way of Greater Union County
supports 80 percent of United Way of
Westfield’s agencies and more than 50
additional agencies beyond Westfield that
support local children and youth, seniors,
people with disabilities and families in
immediate crisis.

I have personally worked with several
Westfield businesses and other commu-
nity leaders that have underscored what
we have long believed – the vitality of our
surrounding communities directly impacts
the vitality of Westfield. It is based on this
principal that we proudly offer Westfield
residents the option of giving locally or
on a greater scale.

As always, we thank our good neigh-
bors for their generous support in doing
what matters in our community.

James W. Horne, Jr.
Chief Executive Officer

United Way of Greater Union
County

Cable Consumers Seek
Choice of Providers

TRENTON – Cable rate increases
of up to 17.8 percent were approved
by the New Jersey Board of Public
Utilities last week.

“Cable rates have gone up more
than 35 percent over the past five
years,” said Rachel Holland, Execu-
tive Director of New Jersey Consum-
ers for Cable Choice (NJC4CC). “We
are tired of the cable monopolies and
want cable companies to compete for
our business.

“As we talk to consumers all over
New Jersey, we are hearing their frus-
tration that they don’t have a choice
in their cable companies. Choice is an
intrinsic concept for Americans,” Ms.
Holland continued.

By allowing competition in New
Jersey communities, NJC4CC has
maintained, consumers will be given a
real choice in service providers and
competition between cable companies.

NJC4CC is a coalition of New Jer-
sey community, civic and business
groups and organizations. NJC4CC
is solely owned by Consumers for
Cable Choice, Inc.
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