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                                                                                     Famous Grand

Champion Fresh Turkeys

The Finest You Can Buy!!!

www.johnsmarket.com

Easy Carving Instructions for your Turkey

Find all this information on
our website

Please Have Your Pick-Up

Number to Ensure Prompt and Proper Service

Thanksgiving Hours:

Mon. & Tues. - 7 am to 7 pm

Thanksgiving Eve - 7 am to 4 pm

USDA PRIME DRY AGED BEEF

• Crown Roasts  • Filet Mignon

• Spiral Cut Smoked Hams  • Prime Rib Roasts

389 Park Avenue • Scotch Plains

(908) 322-7126 • Fax (908) 322-2561

John’s

������
Meat Market

Serving Satisfied Customers Since 1939

www.johnsmarket.com

Pay To Play Ban Proposed
To County Freeholders
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – Last Thursday, a
resident presented the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders with a
draft resolution encouraging the
county to ban the use of pay-to-play
government contracts. The practice
involves giving lucrative government
contracts in exchange for campaign
donations to elected officials.

Kevin Retcho, a former Republi-
can candidate for freeholder, said he
hopes the board will work diligently
to ban the practice at both the county
and municipal level of government in
Union County.

“The negative influence of big
money in the New Jersey political
process has been well documented,”
according to Mr. Retcho’s resolution.
He noted that former New Jersey
Governor Jim McGreevy issued an
executive order on September 22,
2004 banning pay to play at the state
level and county levels.

He said the order created a loop-
hole “in that it does not extend to
political parties at the municipal
level.” Mr. Retcho’s resolution states,
“allowing the loophole to remain
could defeat the entire purpose of the
governor’s executive order.”

Mr. Retcho also asked the board if
progress was made on his recommen-
dation for “pedophile-free zones.” He
told the board last month that Union
Country has a number of previously
convicted sex offenders listed on the
state’s sex-offender list.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon said
the county has started to look the
proposal. She said the board’s Police
and Administrative Code Commit-
tee, which she chairs, still needs to
discuss the issue.

The board approved a resolution to
grant a $676,009 contract to Tiffany
Electric, Inc. of Fairfield to install
traffic signals at the Westfield inter-
section of East Broad Street, Moun-
tain and Central Avenues, as well as
make improvements at Elm and East
Broad streets. The contractor will also
add a right-turn from Lake Avenue
onto Raritan Road in Clark. The work
should be completed by Memorial
Day 2006.

The board also approved a resolu-
tion for $797,630 contract to J.A.
Alexander Inc. of Bloomfield for the
Cedar Brook Lake in Plainfield resto-
ration project. Cedar Brook is the
first of 10 lakes in the county to be
dredged as part of recommendations
included in a study conducted by F.X.
Browne of Lansdale, Pa. in 1999.
Echo Lake in Mountainside is next on
the list.

At the start of the meeting the board
announced the awarding of $897,000
in “Kids Recreation Trust Fund”
grants to 19 of the 21 municipalities
in the county.

Locally, Westfield was awarded
$139,691 and Mountainside,
$111,565, for field improvements and
purchase of recreation equipment.
Scotch Plains was awarded $163,500
for field improvements and Garwood
was given a check for $39,702 for
field improvements and purchase of
recreation equipment. Fanwood and
Clark did not receive grant funds.

Freeholder Angel Estrada, chair-
man of the county’s Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund, said, “Any investment we
make in our children is probably one
of the best investments we can make
in life.”

Freeholder Scanlon announced that
the Bush Administration and Con-
gress are seeking to cut $50 billion
from the federal budget. She said
programs that face reduced funding
include Medicaid, Food Stamps, Head
Start and childcare. She said that
“funding $70 billion in tax cuts” to
the wealthy is one of the main reasons
for the proposed cuts. Freeholder
Scanlon encouraged county residents
to write the congress representative
to oppose the cuts.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Sid Blanchard of Scotch
Plains thanked the board for its past
support of Community Access Un-
limited, a non-profit group that pro-
vides services to the developmen-
tally disabled and at-risk youth in-
cluding housing and employment as-
sistance. Mr. Blanchard, executive
director of Community Access, asked
the board to continue providing grants
to the organization.

Freeholders Square Off On
Taxes, Runnells, Gangs

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Candidates for the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holder squared off last Wednesday
night at a debate that was sponsored
by the League of Women Voters and
was held in Cranford’s Town Hall.

Candidates answered questions
posed by the audience relating to
taxes, Runnells Specialized Hospital
in Berkeley Heights, gang violence,
economic development and preser-
vation of open space.

The night was to begin with a debate
between Joanne Rajoppi and Sandra
Spector, candidates for county clerk, but
Ms. Spector was not able to attend due to
a personal emergency. A designated
spokesperson who was to represent Ms.
Spector in her absence never arrived.

Six candidates are seeking three
open seats on the freeholder board.
Republican candidates Stuart Kline,
Albert Dill and Patricia Quattrocchi
are challenging Democratic incum-
bents Nancy Ward, Rick Proctor and
Angel Estrada.

Mr. Kline, a Fanwood councilman,
said that he sees the need to “return two-
party government to Union County.” He
said accountability and integrity needs
to be restored in county government.

“I am alarmed at the rising tide of
property taxes,” Mr. Kline remarked.
“It ends when you vote to end Demo-
cratic unanimous control.”

Freeholder Proctor said Republican
candidates have said they would cut the
county budget but, he said, they only
have identified they would expand.

“Where are the reductions going to
come from?” he questioned.

Mr. Kline noted that a reduction in
“waste” could be the solution to sky-
rocketing taxes. He cited the cost of
150 county employees driving
county-owned cars at the taxpayers
expense, “patronage” employment
and taxpayer-funded trips to Hawaii.

It was noted by Freeholder Proctor
that none of the Republican candi-
dates were present at the budget hear-
ing held in the spring.

Candidates discussed gang vio-
lence and differed in determining how
grave an issue it is. “It is not a major
problem. It is not out of control,” Ms.
Ward said. She said it is creeping into
Union County and suggested reach-
ing out to children at a young age to

deter them.
“They (gangs) aren’t coming,

they’re here. It is a problem,” Mr. Dill
responded. He said that more police
action should be taken in the schools
and the county police and sheriff’s
department should get involved. Mr.
Dill mentioned Elizabeth as a city
where gangs are a major issue.

Freeholder Estrada stated that gang
violence occurs in other towns as well.
“I take offense to you singling out
Elizabeth,” Mr. Estrada responded.

When the candidates were asked if
they were in favor of privatizing
Runnells Hospital, Ms. Quattrocchi
said, “I have no intention of closing
Runnells. It is economically and so-
cially necessary.”

Freeholder Ward also said she is in
favor of the county maintaining con-
trol of the facility, stating, “It is the
best-run county hospital” in the state.

Freeholder Proctor stated that he
would be aggressive in seeking grant
programs to promote economic de-
velopment in Union County, citing
the expansion of Newark International
Airport and the new ferry link be-
tween Elizabeth and Manhattan at
Jersey Gardens Mall as examples. He
noted that an aggressive approach
has been taken to ensure that employ-
ees are efficient and well trained.

Mr. Dill disagreed with Freeholder
Proctor saying, “I have not seen a lot of
development.” He said his goal is to
“put money back in people’s pockets”
allowing them to expand their own
business as they see fit. “Then you will
see changes in economic development.”

In regards to the county’s open
space fund, of which he is the chair-
man, Freeholder Estrada said the
county earmarks funds for the pur-
chase of undeveloped land in order to
save it from development.

“I freely support it,” Mr. Kline said.
“My disagreement is with how it (the
open space fund) is administered. I
want to see the money dedicated to
the purchase of open space.”

“I don’t think the money is being
used properly. Voters aren’t getting
what they voted on,” Mrs. Quattrocchi
responded, referring to the fact that
money put aside to purchase open
space was not used to preserve land
but to purchase the Union County
Arts Center in Rahway, as well as
plans to build a children’s museum.

Complaint Filed Over Fumes
From Garwood Paper Board

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – During the work-
shop session of the October 25 bor-
ough council meeting, Councilman
Charles Lombardo informed the gov-
erning body of a complaint registered
with the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority (RVSA) concerning fumes
emanating from the Garwood Paper
Board cardboard facility in the bor-
ough.

Garwood Engineer Donald
Guarriello is in touch with the owner,
who assured him that the plant is
closed and that no processing is go-
ing on.

“They recycle paper so they still
have rolls of cardboard in the plant,
which they are selling as they can,”
said Mr. Guarriello. Mr. Guarriello
indicated in a letter to the owner that
under no circumstances are they sup-
posed to be putting anything into the
sanitary sewers, such as storm water.
He also said that this complaint came
after the recent week of heavy rain in
the area.

Discharge of contaminated water
in sewers is strictly prohibited, offi-
cials said. Mayor Dennis McCarthy
said if this action has been going on,
the borough would like to know how
long it has been occurring and how
long the borough might have been
billed for it.

“If, in fact, something is amiss, we
want to protect the taxpayers,” said
Mayor McCarthy.

Councilman Lombardo suggested
that a RVSA representative attend a
meeting with the owner and operator
of the cardboard plant.

In other news, Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma informed the
council of a $40,000 Community
Development Grant the borough
received that expired in August
2004 and was extended to June
2006 — the maximum amount of
extension allowed for this type of
grant.

She said the grant is for construc-
tion and suggested that the borough
release the grant back to Commu-
nity Development in anticipation of
the borough not being ready for
construction within that time pe-
riod.

“We can go ask for the money back
when we do decide what we are doing
with the community center project,”
said Ms. Ariemma.

“Even if we do move on this
project, [the construction of a com-
munity center] it’s not going to
happen that fast,” said Mayor
McCarthy.

In other matters, Councilman
Lombardo reported that Police Chief
Dennis Lesak received 11 résumés
for a police officer opening with the
Garwood Police Department.

Councilman William Schadewald
reported that the Department of Pub-
lic Works received a new front-end
loader to replace the 1968 loader to
be used for leaf pick up, snow re-
moval and road repair.

Mayor McCarthy said a newslet-
ter would be released shortly with
new, important leaf pickup rules and
regulations. State mandates now re-
quire that leaves be picked up within
seven days after they are placed in
the street.

“It is imperative that the residents
read the newsletter so they can be
informed of what is going on and if
there are any questions, residents can
call the DPW,” the mayor said. The
DPW can be reached at (908) 789-
1522.

Mayor McCarthy also asked resi-
dents not to put leaves in the street
after the DPW has left the area after a
scheduled pickup. If this occurs, he
said that the police department will
have to get involved.

Mayor McCarthy also com-
mended the borough’s recreation
department for doing a good job
and he “hopes they keep up the
good work.”

Borough To Receive First
Payment In Dissolution

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – In an effort to
update the Mountainside community
on the ongoing litigation and latest
court decision from the state’s Appel-
late Division released October 11 re-
garding the Regional District School
dissolution, Borough Attorney, John
Post, read a statement at last week’s
borough council meeting.

Mr. Post, who addressed members
of the audience at the October council
meeting, stated that the ruling “marks
the latest step in the litigation.”

According to Mr. Post, the deci-
sion determined that there was
$11,387,000 in liquid assets, which
will ultimately be distributed to
Mountainside and Garwood. Of that
total Mountainside will receive
$8,654,117, $3,528,880 of which will
have been paid by the end of October
and $3,449,550 will be paid in equal
installments in March and October
over the next three years. In addition,
$1,675,000 will be paid when the
fiscal agent is satisfied that reserved
funds can be released.

According to Mr. Post, this decision
came about because of Mountainside’s
determination to make what the govern-
ing body deemed to be an “unfair” reso-

lution in dividing up assets of the dissolu-
tion of the regional high school district.

Mr. Post reported that more than five
years ago, Mayor Robert F. Viglianti, as
well as council members, directed him
to petition the commissioner of educa-
tion to divide the liquid assets between
the two municipalities that were receiv-
ing nothing in the dissolution settle-
ment. He noted that at the time of the
dissolution the regional district school
“owned substantial assets, which under
New Jersey Law were to be distributed
to the member districts.”

He further explained that the for-
mula for distributing real estate as-
sets was different from that of distrib-
uting liquid assets. Under the law, the
real estate assets went only to the four
towns where the district’s high schools
were located.

This left Mountainside and
Garwood with no monetary compen-
sation for $100 million that the other
four high schools received as real-
estate compensation.

Furthermore, Mr. Post had ex-
plained that the formula for dividing
the liquid assets was based on the
contribution made by each munici-
pality from the real estate values and
taxes in each town “as a percentage of
the total regional budget.”

Mr. Post stated that this would have
translated into Mountainside receiv-
ing 15 percent of all liquid assets,
Garwood receiving 5 percent and the
remaining four towns each receiving
20 percent of the liquid assets.

He said the governing bodies’ posi-
tion was that both Mountainside and
Garwood had “contributed to acquiring
the real estate, just like they had to
acquiring the liquid assets, but were
receiving nothing for their contribution.”

In his report, Mr. Post noted that
the case was lost at every level in the
state’s department of education and
in the Appellate Division of the Supe-
rior Court. He also stated that as of
January 30, 2001 the New Jersey
Supreme Court ruled in favor of
Mountainside and Garwood giving
them sole ownership of the liquid
assets. The translation meant that in-
stead of Mountainside receiving 15
percent of the liquid assets the bor-
ough would be receiving 76 percent.

Mr. Post further noted that the last
four-and-a-half years have been spent
in “litigation over what the liquid
assets consisted of; when and to whom
they should be paid; the payment
terms and many other issues.”

The regional district school, which
was dissolved in 1996, included Clark,
Springfield, Kenilworth, Berkeley
Heights, Garwood and Mountainside.

The district included Jonathan Day-
ton High School in Springfield, David
Brearley in Kenilworth, Arthur L.
Johnson in Clark and Governor
Livingston in Berkeley Heights. Mr. Post
noted that this latest court decision is
“not necessarily the last step in the litiga-
tion process.” He explained that the other
four districts have until October 31, 2005
to petition the New Jersey Supreme
Court “to hear this phase of the case.”

“If the petition is denied that should be
the end of it,” he said, adding that, if the
petition were granted the litigation “will
continue for approximately another year.”

PAPER TRAIL...While campaigning in Westfield for the town Democratic party
last Friday night at the home of Frank and Janice Fusaro, New Jersey Acting
Governor Richard Codey took a moment to pose with Westfield Leader and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times publisher Horace Corbin and reporter and office staffer
Betsey Burgdorf.

www.goleader.com

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

FALL SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 11/09/05

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

A lighter styled dessert wine that works with a wide variety

of things besides dessert.  Fresh acidity balances the honeyed

tropical fruit, sweet orange and apricot flavors.  Done

partially in new oak to add dimension and depth.  Try

before dinner or with fresh fruits.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Pravda
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$26.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$28.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$13.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Demeter Tokaji Late Harvest Furmint
$34.99

Corino Dolcetto d’Alba  $11.99
A softer, easier wine with pretty bright red cherry fruits.
It sips easily. It’s gentle in the way people look for Merlot
to be.  Try before dinner, with cheese, or lighter pasta
dishes.  No oak used.

Darker cherry tones with hints of tobacco, mineral and
coffee.  More backbone and tannin than Corino.  Shows
its best with food where the structure melds with the
meal and the fruit shines.

Azelia Dolcetto d’Alba  $11.99

Pie De Palo Viognier  $8.99
Viognier is among the most difficult grapes in the world
to grow.  The grape is low yielding and disease prone.
This is an elegant wine filled with aromas and flavors
of pineapple, lemon-drop, orange blossom, and hon-
eydew.  Smells like it would be sweet but is actually dry.
If you haven’t tried it, now is the time.  If you didn’t
think you could find a good Viognier at the price - try
it.  The best under $20 we have ever tasted and at an
unheard of price.

Two Dolcettos – Same price, same region,
same importer – different purposes


