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Joan’s background includes…
Professional

• Runnells Specialized Hospital, Associate Administrator  
• Extensive experience in budgeting and finance management 

Community Service
• Fanwood Board of Health, Vice Chair 
• Soroptimists International, Westfield Area, President Elect 
• Member, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church of Westfield 

Educational 
• Wagner College, MSN in Nursing and Business Administration 
• NJ Licensed Registered Nurse & Nursing Home Administrator 

Personal Information
• Mother of three children and six grandchildren 

Bruce’s background includes… 
Professional

• Private practice attorney 

Community  Service 
• Current member Fanwood Planning Board
• Former Fanwood Borough Council, for 9 years, Council President for 2 years
• Former Fanwood Board of Health, Historic Preservation Commission, 
• Former Shade Tree Commission and Library Board 

Educational 
• Juris Doctor, Brooklyn Law School 
• Master of Science, City University of New York 

Personal Information
• Fanwood resident for 20 years 
• Three children and four grandchildren 

Vote for 
Joan Wheeler & Bruce Walsh

for Fanwood Borough Council.

Elect The Corzine Team
Column B✔

www.FanwoodDems.com

Keep the Progress Going – Complete the Team
• Provide Essential Services
• Secure Grant Dollars to Achieve Property Tax Relief
• Support Sensible Downtown Redevelopment 
• Oppose High-Density Housing

Paid for by Committee to Elect Wheeler & Walsh; Pat Plante, Treasurer. Box 163, Fanwood NJ 07023.

Republicans for 
Fanwood Council 

Good Neighbors... 
Who raised their families in Fanwood... 

Who have been involved with youth activities... 
Who can apply their community an and cd career experiences.. 

to Good Government in Fanwood 

Michael Michael D’ANTUONOD’ANTUONO  
&&  

Maureen Maureen MAWBYMAWBY 

DWC Sues WF Chamber of Commerce
Over Trade Infringement of ‘W’

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) this week “reluctantly”

agreed to destroy 1,000 gift cards fol-
lowing a legal challenge by the Westfield
Downtown Corporation (DWC) over
the chamber’s use of stylized “W” on
the cards. The DWC had charged the
chamber’s use of the “W” represented
an infringement on its trademark.

The DWC’s attorney reportedly
filed court papers on Monday in fed-
eral court in a Newark seeking a per-
manent injunction against the
WACC’s use of the “W” in the future.
In addition,  as part of the 100-page
document the DWC seeks full  pay-
ment of all legal fees from the WACC.

The chamber’s board of directors met
Monday and voted not to pursue a court
battle due to the potential high cost of
legal fees. Board Chairman Hans Winberg
said his biggest concern was that DWC
would seek payment of legal fees.

In a letter to U.S. District Judge
William Martini on Monday, WACC
attorney James Estabrook stated that
while the chamber “strenuously dis-
putes any such claim to trademark”
by the DWC, the chamber board of
directors voted Monday morning not
to pursue the matter in the courts.
Chamber officials said Monday that
the board did not want to spend the
chamber membership’s dues on a
costly legal fight.

The chamber was notified on Sep-
tember 22 through correspondence from
DWC Chairman David Martone. He
said the DWC didn’t want “any confu-
sion between the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, which may be
created by using our signature design.”

In a follow-up letter from Ms.
Boccadoro, an attorney representing
the DWC, to Chamber Executive Di-
rector Allison O’Hara dated October
12, the DWC claimed use of the “W”
constituted “a direct infringement of
the DWC’s senior rights in and to this
trademark under federal, state and
common laws.”

Ms. Boccadoro, a Hoboken attor-
ney who identified herself in corre-
spondence as the trademark counsel
to the DWC, said “The DWC inde-
pendently commissioned the design
of the ‘W’ mark in November 1997.”

Upon receipt of Ms. Boccadoro’s
letter,  Mr. Winberg responded in a
letter to Mr. Martone dated October
19, “On behalf of the (chamber) board,
I wish to express its dismay at both
the tenor and content of the corre-
spondence. It reflects a low point in
the relationship between the two or-
ganizations, which have the common
goal of supporting and promoting the
businesses in downtown Westfield.”

In an interview in The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times offices on
Monday, Mr. Winberg stated that,
“Our members will think this is dopey
and that it won’t happen again.” He

also explained that every school has a
crisis-management team. They re-
hearse what to do in the event emer-
gencies and practice evacuation pro-
cedures and “lock downs,” during
which every door in the school is
locked, including classrooms (every
teacher has his or her own key).

The concern at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, with 750 students, is the
breezeway between the two build-
ings where students and teachers pass
throughout the day.

“We really cannot lock those doors
or the doors to the parking lot,” said
Principal Stewart Carey, who also
said that the teachers have keys to the
classrooms but not to the building.
“Bob Berman (Business Administra-
tor/Board Secretary) is working on a
plan for Roosevelt to enclose the pas-
sageway,” explained Dr. Foley.

Mr. Carey believes it should be a
community and district decision and
in response to the enclosed passage-
way he said, “That is a great idea
because it would cut down on the
traffic that is able to get into the
building.”

With respect to Scotch Plains bud-
get concerns, Mrs. Nelson said, “The
safety/security issue is foremost in
the board’s budget decisions when
we consider what repairs and im-
provements are needed each year.”

“We are very pleased with the posi-
tive working relationships we have
with our two police departments and
feel comfortable that we are all ready
to respond quickly to a crisis,” she
added.

Mrs. Nelson also said that a crisis-
management planning meeting is held
twice a year with the local police,
public school administrators and prin-
cipals and representatives from local
parochial schools.

All in all, Dr. Foley said he would
probably establish security measures
similar to those of McKinley School
for all of Westfield’s elementary
schools. “We are making changes;
we are planning to install our own
internal telephone system at the high
school,” he said. Dr. Foley also thought
that a button with a silent alarm wired
directly to the police was worth look-
ing into.

“We all hope we won’t have to put
all of these preparations into play, but
it’s better to be safe than sorry,” said
Mrs. Nelson.

said that he had asked DWC Executive
Director Sherry Cronin if the chamber
could use the “W” logo on its gifts cards
and that Ms. Cronin had agreed to the use.

Mr. Winberg said the gift cards
were intended to replace the WACC’s
gift coins, which he said cost the
WACC money. He said the gift cards
are intended to produce revenue for
the chamber. The chamber intends to
produce new gift cards with a differ-
ent logo, possibly utilizing the “W”
as depicted in the “Welcome to
Westfield” banner  on the South Av-
enue train overpass. The WACC has
requested the DWC pay half the
$1,000 cost of reproducing the cards.

Town Attorney Robert Cockren said
“it’s not crystal clear” whether the
DWC is permitted under state statute
or municipal ordinance to hire an
attorney to sue another entity. The
DWC is charged with managing the
town’s special improvement district,
which was created by ordinance in
1996 by the mayor and town council.

Mr. Winberg said he hopes the cre-
ation of “mediation subsets” of rep-
resentatives from the WACC and
DWC will “come up with ways we
can work together in the future.”

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
told The Times, “I am deeply con-
cerned that two Westfield entities, with
similar goals, did not resolve this is-
sue amicably. I think that the DWC
has lost sight of its mission and the
fact that many of the businesses that
fund the DWC are dues-paying mem-
bers of the Chamber of Commerce.

“ I have been in contact with both
groups and will shortly sit down with
them to make sure that this type sil-
liness never happens again.”

Horace Corbin, pulisher of The
Times, noted that the “W” claimed as
a trademark by the DWC is standard
front called Quill by Broderbund.

Ms. Cronin released a statement by
e-mail Tuesday night that said, “The
Downtown Westfield Corporation is
pleased to announce that concerns
regarding the Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce gift card program
design have been resolved.”

“That’s news to me,” said Mr.
Winberg upon hearing the DWC state-
ment. “I think that’s baloney.” He said
the DWC is “still in pursuit of the suit.”

Freeholders Debate
To Air on TV-26

AREA – The Board of Chosen
Freeholders candidates forum,
sponsored by the League of Women
Voters, will be broadcast locally
on Community Access Channel 26
prior to the Tuesday, November 8
General Election. Broadcast times
are tonight,  November 3, at 9:30 p.m.
and Monday, November 7 at 7 p.m.
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