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Stewart Pl. Subdivision Withdrawn
After Board Expresses Opposition

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
Planning and Zoning Board of Ad-
justment approved the withdrawal of
an application without prejudice for a
minor subdivision proposal on
Stewart Place at its regular monthly
meeting on October 26.

Applicant Tony Lee, who resides at
54 Stewart Place, requested two vari-
ances to subdivide his 1.1-acre lot,
raze his existing house and build two
new houses.

After several board members indi-
cated they were likely to deny the
application, Mr. Lee withdrew, re-
taining his right to submit a new ap-
plication in the future. The variances
requested were for failing to meet the
minimum lot area and lot width as set
forth in the zoning code.

The property is located in an R-75
zone, which requires a minimum lot
area of 7,500 square feet and lot widths
of no less than 75 feet. Mr. Lee’s
proposal would have created two un-
dersized lots of 5,789 and 5,686 square
feet with widths of 62 feet and 58
feet. Each of the proposed houses
would have a footprint of 1,250 square
feet, which Mr. Lee’s attorney, Rob-
ert Kraus of Scotch Plains, character-
ized as “modest” in size.

Residents opposed to the applica-
tion told the board that they objected
to Mr. Lee’s attempt to “shoehorn
McMansions” into their neighbor-
hood. Several neighborhood resi-
dents grilled Mr. Lee and his wit-
nesses regarding numerous details
of the plan and why he needed the
second house.

Mr. Kraus pointed out that Mr. Lee
or another developer could feasibly
develop a 3,000-square foot house on
this property, which would comply
with the zoning code and, therefore,
not need board approval, supporting

his contention that two smaller houses
were more congruent with the rest of
the neighborhood.

Most of the neighbors opposed to
the proposal live on Paterson Road,
but abut Mr. Lee’s property in the
rear. Paterson Road residents said
Stewart Place was a narrow street that
could not handle the influx of traffic
an additional house would impose on
their neighborhood.

Several other neighbors, who live
adjacent to Mr. Lee on Stewart Place,
told the board they did not see this
proposal as a detriment to their neigh-
borhood and supported the proposal.

The engineer for the applicant,
James Watson of EKA Associates,
presented color schematics to the
board and public, indicating the per-
centage of other homes in the neigh-
borhood that also did not meet the
zoning requirements for lot area and
lot width. Mr. Watson testified that
approximately 17 out of 19 houses, or
89 percent, of the houses in this neigh-
borhood were non-conforming in
width and 12, or 63 percent, were
non-conforming in area to the zoning
requirement.

Jayson Kasler, a professional plan-
ner, testified that 33 out of 37 lots in
the neighborhood did not conform to
the zoning requirements.

Residents opposed to the plan
questioned Mr. Watson and Mr.
Kasler extensively regarding why
their calculations differed. By ex-
cluding some houses and including
others, the percentage of non-con-
forming houses changed slightly,
which some residents found contra-
dictory.

Mr. Lee told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that he did not have
any immediate plans to submit an-
other application and that he would
have to consult with his attorney be-
fore making any decisions.

Mr. Kraus said he was surprised
that the board indicated they would
deny the application. The previous
owners of this property applied for
similar subdivisions in 1979 and in
1983, which were also denied by the
planning board at that time.

The board permitted another ap-
plication to be continued to January.
Deborah and Gary Price requested a
bulk variance to construct a 600-
square foot driveway on their prop-
erty at 225 Forest Road. The board
explained to Mr. Price that all appli-
cations proposing to increase imper-
vious coverage had to agree to imple-
ment a storm-water management
plan approved by the borough engi-
neer.

Mr. Price asked for a waiver for
the storm water management plan,
citing the cost as a prohibitive factor.
Mr. Price said that the driveway
would cost him $2,700, while the
storm-water management plan was
estimated by his engineer to cost
$3,300.

He was denied his request for a
waiver despite his property having no
other driveway. Board attorney Jo-
seph Galfy, Jr. (substituting for Rob-
ert Mega), explained that the prop-
erty had no grandfathered right to a
driveway without complying with the
storm-water management plan.

Mr. Price elected to continue his
application, allowing him time to re-
search more information about this
requirement.

The board’s next agenda meeting
will be held on Monday, November
21, and the next regularly scheduled
meeting will be held on Wednesday,
November 30. Both meetings will be
held in Borough Hall at 7:30 p.m.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STUDENT ART…Brian Doyle and Cathy Budzinski of the Scotch Plains Envi-
ronmental Commission hand out awards last month at the council meeting for the
annual Earth Day Poster Contest.

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT...In Scotch Plains, during St. Bartholomew pre school’s Fire Prevention Week, from left to right,
Raymond Lestarchick, Aayush Jha, Patrick Cuccurullo and Karen Degnan visit the Scotch Plains Fire Department
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FULL CAMPAIGN COVERAGE BEGINS ON PAGE C1
REMEMBER TO VOTE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2005

In addition to regular distribution, this edition is mailed to all residents in Fanwood to promote voter
awareness of the borough council candidates and the election on November 8.

Voters to Decide Mayoral, Council,
Governor, State Assembly Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Voters will go to the polls
Tuesday and cast ballots in a number
of races and vote on two questions.

Voters will elect a new governor in
a race between first-term Democratic
U.S. Senator Jon Corzine and Repub-
lican businessman Doug Forrester.

Voters will also decide whether
New Jersey will create the office of
lieutenant governor. If this question
is approved, the lieutenant governor
would be elected on the same ticket
as the victorious gubernatorial candi-
date, the same way the nation’s presi-
dent and vice president are elected.

In the 21st Legislative District,
which includes Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield, incum-
bent Republican Assemblymen Jon
Bramnick of Westfield and Eric
Munoz of Summit will run against
Democrats Steve Merman of Cranford
and Bruce Bergen of Springfield. In

District 22, which includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, Democratic As-
semblywoman Linda Stender of
Fanwood and Assemblyman Jerry
Green of Plainfield are opposed by
Scotch Plains Councilwoman Nancy
Malool and Elyse Medved of Rahway,
Republicans.

At the county level, Republicans are
attempting to gain seats on the nine-
member board for the first time since
1997. Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi, a Democrat, is seeking her third
five-year term. Sandy Spector, a Plainfield-
area caterer who chairs the city’s GOP
committee, is challenging her. As of the
June primary, Democrats held an advan-
tage in registered voters, having 85,432  in
Union County, as opposed to county
Republicans holding 38,211.

In Westfield, voters will decide the
mayoral contest between current act-
ing Mayor Republican Andrew
Skibitsky and former mayor Tom
Jardim, as well as four council races.

Incumbents Councilmen Rafael
Betancourt and Larry Goldman are
not seeking reelection.

The GOP currently enjoys a 7-1
council majority in addition to the
mayor’s office.

When Mr. Jardim was elected in
1996, he became Westfield’s first
Democrat to serve as mayor in 85
years. He was reelected in 1998. The
Westfield Republican Committee
appointed Mr. Skibitsky, who was
elected to the town council from the
Third Ward in 2002, to fill the vacant
mayoral position in June of this year
after then-mayor Greg McDermott
moved out of town.

Fanwood voters will select two
members of to the borough council to
replace the retiring Stuart Kline and
Andrew Calamaras, both Republi-
cans. Democrats are looking to gain a
6-0 majority on the council, in addi-
tion to holding the mayor’s office.

In Garwood, voters will select two
members to the borough council from
among four candidates, while
Mountainside incumbents Paul
Mirabelli and Keith Turner seek re-
election in their borough’s council race.

In Plainfield’s mayoral race, board-
of-education member Sharon
Robinson-Briggs is running unop-
posed. Current mayor Al McWilliams
was bounced by the Union County
Democratic Committee and replaced
on the line by Ms. Briggs.

The mayor, who lost reelection by 325
votes, went to court to run as a Republi-
can. After an initial victory in state supe-
rior court, an appellate court panel over-
turned the decision; the state Supreme
Court declined to hear the case, thus
upholding the appellate decision.

Voters in Berkeley Heights will de-
cide on whether to change to an elected
mayor system. Under current munici-
pal law, members of the township com-
mittee annually select a member of the
committee to serve as mayor.

Council races will be decided in
Berkeley Heights, Cranford,
Kenilworth, Linden, New Providence,
Plainfield, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit and Union.

Polls are open Tuesday from 6 a.m.
to 8 p.m.

SP Officials Await
Deer-Hunt Decision

Administrators Discuss Safety
Issues at Local Public Schools

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Scotch Plains has about
23,000 residents in an area of 9.6
square miles, and Westfield has ap-
proximately 30,000 inhabitants in its
six square miles; both are only 30
minutes from New York City. Visits
from President George W. Bush and
former New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani heighten the area’s expo-
sure, making local schools’ more vis-
ible and possibly susceptible to a
terrorist attack. Are area public
schools safe enough?

“Student safety and building secu-
rity have received a concentrated fo-
cus over the past few years in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools and
will continue to do so,” said Scotch
Plains Board of Education President
Linda Nelson, “because certainly, this
need isn’t going away.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools,
with the exception of the high school,
keep all their doors locked through-
out the day. “Visitors must ring a bell
for entrance, which is connected to a
secretary with a videophone, who
buzzes people into the building,” said
Mrs. Nelson. “We are in the process of
replacing exterior doors on our build-
ings to enhance security,” she added.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, because of its size, has its
staff monitoring the two doors that
need to be left open, Mrs. Nelson
informed. All visitors must report to
the school office immediately and get
a visitor’s pass.

“We have videotaped our building
entrances, exits and stairwells for the
police to have on hand for crisis coor-
dination,” she added, which complies
with the governor’s requirement for
local police to walk through the build-

ings and evaluate a safety and secu-
rity checklist.

Said Dr. William Foley, Westfield
superintendent of schools, “No su-
perintendent nor any parent can rule
out the possibility that something
could happen, but we can’t live in fear
and we don’t want to turn the schools
into fortresses.”

Some Westfield schools imposed
certain visitation limits and made it
less convenient for visitors to enter.
Franklin Elementary School, the larg-
est of six schools in town with 594
students, locks all doors after its sec-
ond bell except for its front door. A
volunteer sits at a table to sign in and
provide a guest pass to any visitor.
Originally, many people felt inconve-
nienced by Principal Dr. Mary Fleck’s
system when it was first imposed on
the school, but now it seems as though
most see the practicality behind it.

“It’s fascinating how many parents
have come to me recently with that
concern,” said Dr. Fleck about recent
inquiries about school security mea-
sures. “I am not averse to the idea of
more security; I take the matter of
security very seriously,” she said.

McKinley and Washington El-
ementary Schools have taken their
security a step further. Not only are
all the doors locked after the students
enter, they have a camera and a door-
bell.

“We don’t have a front door so we
have no visual contact with a person
when they enter the building,” said
Claudia Andreski, principal of
McKinley School, which has 334 stu-
dents. “We didn’t know if a visitor
was going up or down the stairs,” she
added, in reference to the empty hall-
way and staircase inside the main
door. Washington has the same type
of entryway.

“I’m skeptical about how helpful
these things are,” said Dr. Foley. “Un-
fortunately the reality is, a busy office
might just buzz someone in anyway,”
he added. Mrs. Andreski said that
manning the buzzer is “a challenge”
for only two secretaries.

With respect to Westfield High
School, Dr. Foley said that parapro-
fessionals (who could be a lunch aid
or teacher’s assistant) patrol the build-
ing, and police officers come in four
times a week to work with them and
counsel the students.

“We have open lunch at the high
school so it’s virtually impossible to
lock it down,” said Dr. Foley, who
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch
Plains council members continue to
wait for county officials to make a
decision on how to proceed with a
deer-management program in the
Ashbrook Reservation.  Last month,
Mayor Martin Marks and Township
Manager Thomas Atkins met with
Dan Bernier, the Union County di-
rector of the Division of Park Plan-
ning and Maintenance, and repre-
sentatives of the Cranford Rod and
Gun Club and the United Bow Hunt-
ers of New Jersey, two organizations
that could be involved in initial ef-
forts at thinning the burgeoning deer
herd in the county-owned reserva-
tion.

Township officials pushed for the
past several years for permission to
conduct a deer-reduction program in
the Ashbrook property. The final
decision is in the hands of Union
County, which will have to decide
whether to accede to a wish by state
officials that any deer-management
program using professional riflemen
be preceded first by what could be a
weeks-long effort by bow-and-ar-
row hunters.

At the October 21 meeting, Mayor
Marks, Mr. Atkins and Mr. Bernier
reviewed with the two organizations
the background of the Ashbrook deer
population, whose increasing size in
recent years caused a number of car
accidents as well as resident complaints
of deer wandering off the reservation
and into neighborhood yards, where
they destroy landscaping and tip gar-
bage cans.

Both organizations have experience
in deer-reduction programs using
bows and arrows; although, Mr.
Atkins said United Bow Hunters has
more experience than the Cranford
group.  At the council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday, Mr. Atkins said
Mr. Bernier spoke about the matter to
Union County Parks Director Charles
Sigmund, who is expected to meet
with County Manager George

Devanney.  Mr. Atkins said he ex-
pects to hear further from the county
next week.

Mayor Marks expressed his hope that
the county “will be receptive to some
option that will allow something to go
forward,” hopefully in the  winter months.

In other business, Mr. Atkins said
he held a meeting last month with
township department division heads
to get started on preparations for the
2006 municipal budget.  As he told
the council several weeks ago, Mr.
Atkins reviewed some areas of man-
dated spending increases the town-
ship government will face next year
even before intensive budget discus-
sions begin.  Higher pension contri-
butions, debt service, health insur-
ance premiums and sewage authority
fees will boost municipal expendi-
tures by nearly $800,000 in 2006.

The state Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) will hold public infor-
mation sessions later this month about
the planned refurbishing of the Route
22 bridge connecting Park Avenue
with Bonnie Burn Road.  In recent
months, there has been survey work
in connection with the project.

Four years ago, the council en-
dorsed a plan for a new, widened
bridge in the same location as the
present crossing.  Plans also call for
a widening of the intersection at New
Providence and Bonnie Burn Roads,
as well as an expansion of the area
where the south side of the bridge
intersects with Park Avenue.

A new traffic light would also be
installed at the latter location.  The plans
also call for dedicated left-turn lanes and
separate right-turn lanes at both inter-
sections, which the plan’s designers be-
lieve would lead to a smoother-flowing
traffic pattern north of Route 22 and thus
would help create much less congestion
on Route 22, Park Avenue and some of
the secondary roads leading into the
central business district.

The DOT’s meetings will be held
on November 21 in Watchung and
November 28 in Scotch Plains at the
municipal building.

Notice From Scotch
Plains Post Office.
The new hours for the Scotch

Plains post office are: Monday to
Friday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday,
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Butch Belanger, Postmaster.
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