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Proud member of the Jaycees

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, October 25, Patricia Jeter,
48, of Somerset was placed under
arrest at the Middlesex County Jail
on an outstanding Westfield criminal
contempt of court warrant for $584.
She was transported to the Union
County jail.

Wednesday, October 26, Marcus
Rawls, 37, of Newark was arrested at
West Orange police headquarters on
a Westfield criminal warrant for $150.
He was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, October 26,
Tyshawn Hamilton,  19,  of
Plainfield was arrested in the 200
block of Elm Street on two out-
standing motor vehicle contempt
of court South Plainfield warrants
for a total of $1,800. Hamilton was
turned over to the South Plainfield
Police Department.

Thursday, October 27, Corey
Miller, 18, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
two outstanding motor vehicle war-
rants, one from Watchung, for $500,
and the other from Parsippany-Troy
Hills, for $175. Miller posted bail and
was released.

Friday, October 28, Marvin
Chambliss, 19, of Plainfield was ar-
rested in the 900 block of South Av-
enue for outstanding warrants out of
several municipalities. They included
two criminal warrants from
Woodbridge for a total of $1,500; a
criminal warrant from Plainfield for
$500, and two motor vehicle war-
rants from Jamesburg and
Stewartsville in the amounts of $1,200
and $1,157, respectively.

Saturday, October 29, Idemudia
Ebose, 22, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested in the 1200 block of South
Avenue, West, and charged on an
outstanding contempt of court crimi-
nal warrant from Westfield for $500
and possession of less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Police
said Ebose posted bail on the warrant
and was released on his own recogni-
zance on the other charges.

Saturday, October 29, a resident of
the 500 block of Westfield Avenue
reported the theft of a black BMX
bicycle from her front yard.

Saturday, October 29, Keto
Arbolishvili, 47, and Naili
Khuluzauri, 42, both of Westfield,
were arrested and charged with shop-
lifting about $550 worth of clothing
at a store within the 600 block of
North Avenue. Each was released on
her own recognizance with a sum-
mons.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, October 20, a Raritan

Road resident reported being the vic-
tim of criminal mischief. Police said
the victim stated that sometime in the
past week, unknown suspect or sus-
pects smashed a portion of his fence.

Friday, October 21, a resident of
Forepaugh Avenue reported that while
his 2002 Jeep was parked in his drive-
way, someone damaged the driver’s
side door. The incident occurred
sometime between 10:30 p.m. and 8
a.m.

Tuesday, October 25, Tajay L.
Morris, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with unlawful posses-
sion of a weapon following a motor
vehicle stop revealed the subject was
concealing a knife.

Thursday, October 27, a student of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
reported his cell phone was stolen.
The victim stated he left his locker
unlocked during a team practice. Po-
lice said the phone was valued at
$100.

Thursday, October 27, an employee
of St. John’s Baptist Church, reported
being a victim of theft. The victim
stated she left her purse unattended
when unknown suspect took money
from her purse.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 25, Michael D.

Webb, 45, of Plainfield was arrested
at 3:32 p.m. at the intersection of
Midway and Farley Avenue follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop revealed
numerous outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, October 26, Roger B.
Coley, Jr., 29, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop re-

vealed a no bail warrant. The arrest
took place at 8:35 p.m. on South
Avenue.

Thursday, October 27, Luis G.
Yancha, 41, of Plainfield was arrested
on numerous no bail warrants follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at 11:28 a.m.
at the intersection of Midway and
Terrill Road.

Friday, October 28, Sadiq A.
Murray, 32, of Scotch Plains was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop at 10:25 a.m. on Martine Avenue
for numerous outstanding warrants.
The suspect was also charged with
possession of a controlled dangerous
subject.

Saturday, October 29, Leroy M.
Barber, 48, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed outstanding warrants. The
arrest took place at 5:22 p.m. at the
intersection of North Avenue and
Forrest Road.

Sunday, October 30, Ebony M.
Newton, 23, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at 2:39 p.m. following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road and East
Second Street revealed numerous
outstanding warrants.

Sunday, October 30, a 16- year old
juvenile was arrested at 7:28 p.m. at
the intersection of Midway Avenue
and Ridge Way for reportedly shoot-
ing passing cars with a paint ball gun.

Monday, October 31, Ricardo
Marrero, 27, of Piscataway was ar-
rested on outstanding warrants fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop at 2:37
p.m. on South Avenue.

Monday, October 31, a 17-year old
juvenile was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Westfield Road
at 9:35 p.m. for possession of a con-
trolled dangerous substance.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 25, Terrill A.

Ross, 44, of East Orange for out-
standing warrants in Mountainside.
Police said Ross posted the $400
warrant.

Saturday, October 29, Ian Austin,
34, of East Orange was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Route
22 for fictitious plates and a loud
muffler.

Saturday, October 29, two juve-
niles were arrested for unlawful pos-
session of a weapon. Both suspects
were reportedly in possession of a
knife and a set of plastic knuckles.
The juveniles were released to their
mother and the weapons were bagged
for evidence, police said. The inci-
dent is under investigation by the
juvenile detective.

Sunday, October 30, Bryan
Callahan, 18, of Westfield was ar-
rested and charged with simple as-
sault, disorderly conduct and harass-
ment following a complaint by a ju-
venile. According to police, the vic-
tim stated that the suspect, a passen-
ger in a red Saturn, drove by and
squirted her with a liquid believed to
be urine. A Super Soaker was re-
trieved at the time of the arrest and
was determined to contain urine and
water, police said.

Sunday, October 30, Vincente A.
Morales, 38, of Weehawken was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on Route 22 revealed he was driving
with a suspended license and had
numerous warrants.

Sunday, October 30, Robert T.
Childers, 3rd, 22, of Plainfield was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on Route 22, which reveled out-
standing warrants.

Freeholders Debate
To Air on TV-26

AREA – The Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders candidates
forum, sponsored by the League of
Women Voters, will be broadcast lo-
cally on Community Access Channel
26 prior to the Tuesday, November 8
General Election. The debate can be
viewed in all 42 towns covered by
Comcast Cable.

Broadcast times are tonight, Thurs-
day, November 3, at 9:30 p.m. and
Monday, November 7 at 7 p.m.

TV-26 can be seen locally in
Cranford, Clark, Fanwood, Scotch
Plains, Springfield, Mountainside and
Westfield.

Vizzuso held the position of business
administrator in the district. It was
determined during the audit that Mr.
Vizzuso’s signature was often the only
one on canceled checks. Board policy
requires at least two signatures on all
checks.

“You were not approving of the
disbursement of money,” Mr.
Morrison said. He suggested follow-
ing the two or more signature policy
more carefully.

It was also recommended that prior
to being presented with a bill list, the
BOE should incorporate language into
the motion confirming that the pay-
ment of the bill will not create an over
expenditure in the account.

“Then you need to check it to make
sure you are using the right account,”
Mr. Morrison stated.

Mr. Morrison reported that he could
not find a transportation contract, or a
food service contract in the BOE’s
possession.

“Not a lot of attention was being
paid to the food service account,” Mr.
Morrison said.

The audit also revealed that an ad-
ditional 49 students were included in
the student count that did not attend
school in the district. “We believe this
happened because people didn’t know
what they were doing,” Mr. Morrison
reported. “It’s a lot more complicated
than counting noses.”

When discussing the dissolution
fund following the breakup of the
regional high school district of which
Mountainside was a member, Mr.
Morrison stated when the payments
are complete and is no longer being
received it will create a problem for
the district since it is currently using
the “money to pay the bills.” He con-
tinued saying, “When the dissolution
fund dries up, if you don’t have $1.8
million coming out of the budget -
you will have a tax increase.”

BOE President John Perrin’s ques-
tion Mr. Morrison asking if he felt
there was misuse of funds. He stated,
“We did not find any evidence that
money was misappropriated in any
form.”

The board approved a motion to
abolish the positions of head custo-

dian and coordinator of night work, a
total of three positions. The board
will be creating three new positions
and will be posting the jobs. The three
custodians whose jobs are being elimi-
nated have been in the district for
years. One custodian is three months
shy of being fully vested in the dis-
trict.

Jeannette Maraffi, President of the
Mountainside Teacher’s Association,
confronted that board on this issue
stating, “What kind of message are
you sending to your employees?”

“It is an attempt to clean up the
accounting and job positions,” Board
member Gene Nagle stated. “It is not
to eliminate people, but to eliminate
positions,” Chief School Administra-
tor Dr. Richard O’Malley added.

Approximately 50 teachers at-
tended the meeting to discuss a situ-
ation that occurred last weekend.
According to Mrs. Maraffi, Dr.
O’Malley told her that teachers would
receive their paycheck on Friday,
October 28, for immediate deposit
even though the checks were post
dated Monday, October 31. Although
some banks did honor the checks,
those who bank with the Teachers
Credit Union were told the checks
would not be cashed until Monday.

Mr. McLaughlin stated that the
teachers contract specifies they are to
be paid in 20 equal monthly pay-
ments. He said by paying the teachers
on Monday he “acted in accordance
with what the contractual specifica-
tions are.”

Dr. O’Malley stated that it was his
intent to accommodate the teachers
by paying them on Friday. They have
now created a payment calendar that
takes into account paydays that fall
on Sundays, which was sent to Mrs.
Maraffi for approval.

“It is not going to happen again,”
Dr. O’Malley said. “We are all human
- we make mistakes.” He noted that in
light of the overwhelming problems
brought forth by the audit, he felt Mr.
McLaughlin proceeded with caution
in an attempt to do things according
to the rules.

“A lot of what’s happening is
change,” Dr. O’Malley said.
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vey completed in the winter and be
out to bid in March. It will involve
paving from Grove to Clifton Street
— an 1800-foot area,” he added.

Five single-family homes will be
demolished. Two, on Garfield and
Rahway Avenues, are corner lots and
did comply with the new corner lot
ordinance. None are potential subdi-
visions, Mr. Marsh said.

The mayor acknowledged the re-
ceipt of two County of Union kids
trust-fund grants — $115,000 for Sid
Fay/Houlihan fields and another
$37,000 for equipment, totaling
$139,000. Liaison to the Recreation
Commission Rafael Betancourt, along
with the mayor, recognized receipt of
the check.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said he would like to see yellow rib-
bons line the streets for the return of
the 250th Westfield Signal Battalion.
“The council, along with other con-
stituencies in town, really wants to
bring these people home to a hero’s
welcome. They’ve sacrificed time,
family and their life. We won’t have a
lot of notice when they leave for
Westfield. Main Street was lined with
bunting for the end of World War II
and the Korean War. Soldiers were
brought home down the middle of
town. It was the type of ceremony
Vietnam didn’t receive. To the extent
that we have people want to make a
commitment, we should jump on it
and make it significant.”

During the public portion of the

meeting, Sharon Stockwell of the
advisory group We Care submitted a
review of the unused permit and long
term parking spaces in town to First
Ward Councilman and Finance Policy
Committee Chairman Peter Echausse,
as per a conversation during last
week’s council meeting.

The unofficial study, compiled by
Jim Baker, alleges that during the
nearly four-year period since 2001,
the town lost $650,000 in net rev-
enue. Upon first seeing the numbers,
Councilman Echausse said his initial
reaction of the study, which, for ex-
ample, uses 60 percent as a constant
figure for empty spaces in lot three,
was that they “look a little too consis-
tent to say 60 spots every day, every
year.”

In addition, Councilman Echausse
tempered his approval for the num-
bers because “we know we have a
very transient downtown workforce.
A lot of employees don’t start till 10,
11, 12 o’clock and don’t leave till 8,
9, 10 o’clock at night.” Stressing that
until he sees the raw data and meth-
odology behind the figures, he “can-
not determine the validity of the final
numbers.”

Following the meeting, he would
not offer additional comment but said
that he and Third Ward Councilman
Mark Ciarrocca, the Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking chairman,
“accepted Ms. Stockwell’s numbers
and look forward to examining the
underlying assumptions made.”
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Homecoming for Troops

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
KIDS ON PARADE...Children from Washington School in Westfield don their
outfits this week while having fun celebrating Halloween.

WHO’s SNOOPY?…The Westfield High School Boosters held their annual fund
drive this weekend with the help of Snoopy played by an unidentified individual.

How Safe And Secure Are
Local Public Schools?

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Westfield is a town of
approximately six square miles and
30,000 inhabitants, Scotch Plains has
about 23,000 residents in an area of
9.6 square miles; both are only 30
minutes from New York City. Visits
from President George W. Bush and
former New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani heighten the area’s expo-
sure, making local schools’ more vis-
ible and possibly susceptible to a
terrorist attack.

“No superintendent nor any parent
can rule out the possibility that some-
thing could happen,” said Westfield
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Will-
iam Foley, “but we can’t live in fear
and we don’t want to turn the schools
into fortresses.”

“Student safety and building secu-
rity have received a concentrated fo-
cus over the past few years in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools and
will continue to do so,” said Linda
Nelson, Scotch Plains Board of Edu-
cation President, “because certainly,
this need isn’t going away.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools,
with the exception of the high school,
keep all their doors locked through-
out the day. “Visitors must ring a bell
for entrance, which is connected to a
secretary with a videophone, who
buzzes people into the building,” said
Mrs. Nelson. “We are in the process
of replacing exterior doors on our
buildings to enhance security,” she
added.

Some Westfield schools imposed
certain visitation limits and made it
less convenient for visitors to enter.
Franklin Elementary School, the larg-
est of six schools in town with 594
students, locks all doors after its sec-
ond bell except for its front door. A
volunteer sits at a table to sign in and
provide a guest pass to any visitor.
Originally, many people felt inconve-
nienced by Principal Dr. Mary Fleck’s
system when it was first imposed on
the school, but now it seems as though
most see the practicality behind it.

“It’s fascinating how many parents
have come to me recently with that
concern,” said Dr. Fleck with regard to
recent inquiries about school security
measures. “I am not averse to the idea
of more security, I take the matter of
security very seriously,” she affirmed.

McKinley and Washington El-
ementary Schools have taken secu-
rity a step further. Not only are all the

doors locked after the students enter,
they have a camera and a doorbell.

“We don’t have a front door, so we
have no visual contact with a person
when they enter the building,” said
Claudia Andreski, principal of
McKinley School, which has 334 stu-
dents. “We didn’t know if a visitor
was going up or down the stairs,” she
added, in reference to the empty hall-
way and staircase inside the main
door. Washington has the same type
of entryway.

“I’m skeptical about how helpful
these things are,” said Dr. Foley. “Un-
fortunately the reality is, a busy office
might just buzz someone in anyway,”
he added. Mrs. Andreski said that
manning the buzzer is a challenge for
only two secretaries.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, because of its size, has its
staff monitoring the two doors that
need to be left open, Mrs. Nelson
informed. All visitors must report to
the school office immediately and get
a visitor’s pass.

“We have videotaped our building
entrances, exits and stairwells for the
police to have on hand for crisis coor-
dination,” she added, which complies
with the governor’s requirement for
local police to walk through the build-
ings and evaluate a safety and secu-
rity checklist.

With respect to Westfield High
School, Dr. Foley said that parapro-
fessionals (which could be a lunch
aid or teacher’s assistant) patrol the
building, and police officers come in
four times a week to work with them
and counsel the students.

“We have open lunch at the high
school so it’s virtually impossible to
lock it down,” said Dr. Foley, who also
explained that every school has a cri-
sis-management team. They rehearse
what to do in emergencies and prac-
tice evacuation procedures and “lock
downs” in which every door in the
school is locked, including classrooms
(all teachers have their own keys).

The concern at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, with 750 students, is the
breezeway between the two build-
ings where students and teachers pass
throughout the day.

“We really cannot lock those doors
or the doors to the parking lot,” said
Principal Stewart Carey, who also
said that the teachers have keys to the
classrooms but not to the building.
“Bob Berman (Business Administra-
tor/Board Secretary) is working on a
plan for Roosevelt to enclose the pas-
sageway,” explained Dr. Foley.

Mr. Carey believes it should be a
community and district decision and
in response to the enclosed passage-
way he said, “That is a great idea
because it would cut down on the
traffic that is able to get into the
building.”

With respect to Scotch Plains bud-
get concerns, Mrs. Nelson said, “The
safety/security issue is foremost in
the board’s budget decisions when
we consider what repairs and im-
provements are needed each year,”

“And we are very pleased with the
positive working relationships we
have with our two police departments
and feel comfortable that we are all
ready to respond quickly to a crisis,”
she added.

Mrs. Nelson also said that a crisis
management planning meeting is held
twice a year with the local police,
public school administrators, princi-
pals and representatives from their
local parochial schools.

Dr. Foley said he would probably
enact security measures similar to
those of McKinley School in all
Westfield elementary schools. “We
are making changes; we are planning
to install our own internal telephone
system at the high school,” he said.
Dr. Foley also thought that a button
with a silent alarm wired directly to
the police was worth looking into.

“We all hope we won’t have to put
all of these preparations into play, but
it’s better to be safe than sorry,” as-
sured Mrs. Nelson.

Update on Westfield
Armory Troops

Returning from Iraq
WESTFIELD — Mayor Andy

Skitibisky intends to arrange a down-
town homecoming for the soldiers of
the 250th Signal Battalion of the
Westfield Armory returning from Iraq.
The date and time is not known as to
when they will be returning to
Westfield. It could be any time now.
Only 24 hours advance notice will be
given by the military authorities. The
town will do all it can to get the word
out once the time is known.

Westfield has historically wel-
comed home returning troops with a
grand downtown parade, except for
our Vietnam soldiers.

The plan would be to march from
the circle through downtown and up
to the Armory, where the troops will
be met by family, dignitaries and
perhaps Westfield High School stu-
dents.

Organizations and volunteers are
being asked to help “deck out” down-
town and get merchant support to
show the flag, yellow-ribbon trees,
etc.

Those wishing to help, please con-
tact this newspaper by e-mailing to
editor@goleader.com. The organiz-
ers will be notified.

Please check goleader.com for the
latest information. When there, sign
up to the e-mail notification list for
the latest information.

We Care Lists 10 Campaign
Issues for Westfield Review

WESTFIELD – WeCare
(Westfielders Concerned about Respon-
sible Development) is a non-partisan
citizens’ action group and does not
endorse any candidate seeking elective
office. The organization has released a
list of their top 10 issues and
recomendations in Westfield based on
a survey of residents. They are as fol-
lows:

Issue One – Alternative parking im-
provements: The town recently made
many improvements. WeCare recom-
mends releasing more permits for com-
muters and employees along with con-
verting daily commuter parking passes
to permanent parking permits.

Issue 2 – Traffic and Safety improve-
ments: The town recently provided a
report on the “Eight Traffic Hotspots.”
WeCare recommends implementation
of the recommendations.

Issue 3 – Repeal the redevelopment
agency and zoning designations cre-
ated for the parking garage redevelop-
ment proposal defeated last year.

Issue 4 – Communications: Create a
new town website and improve chan-
nel 36. WeCare suggests updated tech-
nology for emergency messages.
Weekly publication of parking permit
information in The Westfield Leader is
also recommended.

Issue 5 – Review zoning codes and
standards. The town addressed over-
development with new ordinances to
reduce building heights and restrict shoe

horning on corner lots. WeCare sup-
ports rewriting floor area ratio require-
ments and strict oversight of grading
and drainage changes resulting from
new construction.

Issue 6 – Quality of Life: Regarding
noise ordinances, location port-a-johns
at construction sites and construction
safety requirements, WeCare supports
amending the noise ordinance to re-
strict all motorized paid contractors to
work during between 8 a.m. and 5:30
p.m. Monday through Friday and 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday with no
work on Sunday.

Issue 7 – Board of Education: WeCare
recommends the establishment of regu-
lar meetings to enhance communica-
tions between the town and school board
to solve common problems.

Issue 8 – Property taxes: WeCare
recommends further working with other
agencies, boards and neighboring com-
munities to help keep taxes from in-
creasing.

Issue 9 – Revitalization of the South
Avenue: WeCare has recommended
creation of a south side business lead-
ers committee. Weekly maintenance of
town monuments to enhance aesthetics
is also recommended.

Issue 10 – Town planning: WeCare
recommends hiring a full-time town
planner and the creation of a compre-
hensive plan for development.

For further information about WeCare
please visit  www.wecarewestfield.com.


