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LLLLLOS ANGELESOS ANGELESOS ANGELESOS ANGELESOS ANGELES – In a special pre-
sentation by Jeffrey Katzenberg and
Ann Daly, DreamWorks Animation
SKG Inc.’s Chief Executive and Chief
Operating Officers, Westfield native
Nathan Loofburrow was cited for ex-
cellence in digital training.

A current executive with
DreamWorks Animation, Mr.
Loofburrow was profiled in The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on June 26,

2003 for his work on the animated
film, Sinbad.

“The work of our honorees is instru-
mental to our company reaching its
ambitious creative and technical goals,”
said Mr. Katzenberg. “By actively shar-
ing skills and experiences with col-
leagues, these individuals ensure the
future growth of innovation and cre-
ativity in the DreamWorks commu-
nity and help us maintain a leadership
position in animation.”
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School graduate Amy Garvey, who
currently resides in Yardley, Pa., has
worked on both sides of the
romance book publishing desk:
as an editor and an author.

For 10 years Mrs. Garvey
worked for Manhattan-based
Kensington Publishing, acquir-
ing, as well as editing, romance
novels, and helping her employer
launch a new imprint. She has
also worked for Precious Gems
Historicals, a line of short his-
torical romances
sold exclusively
through Wal-mart.

This past March,
however, Mrs.
Garvey moved to the
other side of the
desk, when her ro-
mance novella,
“Single White Dead
Guy,” was included
in “Wicked Women
Whodunit,” an an-
thology of stories that combines the es-
sence of mystery and romance.

“Since I was a kid, I’ve never wanted
to do anything that didn’t have to do
with books and/or writing,” Mrs.
Garvey told The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

The transition from editor to author
came about a few years ago when she
decided to quit her job and stay home
and work fulltime as a freelance writer.

“Now I know what my former au-
thors felt when they were waiting for
reviews,” she said.

Although fulltime writing is new to
Mrs. Garvey, writing is not. In the past,
she has published a romance novel
under a pseudonym, and ghost — writ-
ing children’s books.

Commenting on the
progression of romance
literature over time, she
said, “As a genre, ro-
mance has broadened
and expanded incredibly
in the past few years —
romance (novels) in-
clude elements of every-
thing from science fic-
tion to fantasy to mys-
tery and suspense ... even
action and adventure.”

“I think people who
want romance are, as a rule, voracious
readers in general, and love all kinds
of books. But romances fulfill the
desire for a happy, feel-good ending
at the same time,” she said, when
asked if the romance reader fits any
particular reader profile.

Mrs. Garvey’s most recent book,
“Murder in the Hamptons,” was just
released this month. It juxtaposes love,
sex and murder on a back drop of a big

Hamptons bash as reunited lovers meet at
a house party and find themselves under
house arrest when one of the guests is found
dead.

Mrs. Garvey has lived in Yardley with
her husband and three children since 1997.
She is working on a new romance novel,
which is due out in February 2006.

She is also a contributing writer for
“Romancing the Blog”
(www.romancingtheblog.com), a clearing
house for romance author and reader blogs.
To learn more about Mrs. Garvey and her
books, please visit www.amygarvey.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Union resident,
Sheilia Lenga, is a woman of many
talents. A fulltime legal secretary in
New York City, she is an award-win-
ning photographer, classically trained
pianist and mother of three grown
children.

Taking pictures since she was a child,
Ms. Lenga currently has 23 of her
award-winning photographs on dis-
play at Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside. The exhibition,
which will run until Saturday, June 4,
features photographs taken from nu-
merous trips all around the globe and
several of the photos have already re-
ceived offers to be purchased for pri-
vate collections.

Raised in a family of musicians and
artists, Ms. Lenga grew up in Westport,
Conn. She won a scholarship to attend
Juilliard School of Music and contin-
ues her love of music to this day. She is
currently on the Board of the New
Jersey Jazz Society.

As a photographer, Ms. Lenga is a
member of Westfield Art Association’s
Contemporary Art Group, the Artist’s
Circle and Unique Vision, run by Ross
Wagner of The Watchung Arts Center.
It was Mr. Wagner that made Ms.
Lenga see photography in a different
light.

Initially interested in floral photog-
raphy, she is now passionate about
reflections. She loves to capture an
image that encourages the viewer to
look at something in a very different
way.

Her photo “On Thin Ice” recently
won first place in a national competi-
tion. The photo, taken at Rockefeller
Center, depicts a man skating on the
ice, which simultaneously reflects the
surrounding buildings and flags. “On

Thin Ice” is currently on display at
Fotofoto Gallery in Huntington, N.Y.

For years, Ms. Lenga ran the Rotat-
ing Artist’s exhibit at The Spanish Tav-
ern restaurant in Mountainside and
she also served as President of the
Cranford/Millburn Camera Club.

An avid traveler, as many of her
photos are taken abroad, Ms. Lenga
will soon visit her mom in Mexico
before jetting off to China for two
weeks. The artist cannot wait to see
what she will discover in Beijing, Shang-
hai and several other locations. This is
her first trip to China and she told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that she was
sure she was Asian in another lifetime.

“Reflections, photos that are slightly
out of focus, shower shutter speeds …
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Every day is a good day to read a
picture book. Here’s a couple that have
recently come “hot off the press.”

“Looking after Louis” by Lesley Ely
(Albert Whitman & Com-
pany, 2004) is a sensitive story
about a boy who has autism,
and how the children in his
inclusive class help him fit in.
This is a “feel-good” book
where everyone is a winner:
Louis, his classmates and es-
pecially the young readers who
pick up this book and learn of
the individual strengths in-
herent in all children.

Any young child who has
ever had to move from famil-
iar surroundings to a strange
new home will enjoy reading
about Jamela’s adventures in
“Where’s Jamela?” by Niki
Daly (Farrar, Straus & Giroux,
2004). Mr. Daly wrote and
illustrated “Where’s Jamela,” which is
rich in multi-culturism. This book is
an addition to his other “Jamela” books.

Harcourt, Inc.’s Gulliver Books Im-
print has released a book for very young
readers/listeners entitled “Kitten’s Big
Adventure” (2005). Written and illus-
trated by Mie Araki, the text is bold and

big; the pictures bright and colorful.
The message is reassuring one; all’s right
with the world when Mama is near.

Another bold and beautiful picture
book released by Harcourt, Inc. is
“Starry Safari” by Linda Ashman

(2005). This adventure
takes a young boy camp-
ing in the midst of the
wild animals. Although he
hears the animal sounds,
he knows he’s safe. The
sing-song rhyming text
adds to the enjoyment of
this book.

What child hasn’t felt
“different” at one time or
another? For those sensi-
tive times, there’s “Odd
Velvet” by Mary
Whitcomb (Chronicle
Books, 1998). None of the
other children want any-
thing to do with “differ-
ent” Velvet, so she has no
friends. Until, that is, the

others begin to realize that different
doesn’t have to mean odd.

The artist in the child emerges in “I Ain’t
Gonna Paint No More,” a hilarious book
written by Karen Beaumont and published
by Harcourt (2005). This book progresses
with easy-to-read rhyme and very interest-
ing artwork. This book is a blast!
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Matt Scapiccio and

Michael Mosher, two actors residing in
Westfield, will perform in The Soldier
Dreams at Kean University’s Murphy-
Dunn Theatre on Thursday, June 2, Fri-
days, June 3 and 10, Saturdays, June 4
and 11, and Sunday, June 12.

All performances will begin at 8 p.m.
except June 12, which is a 2 p.m.
matinee. The show runs about 1 hour
and 15 minutes, with no intermission.

The Soldier Dreams is a production
of Pride Theatre of New Jersey, pro-
duced by Joe Zehnder and directed by
Maureen Bentley.

Directed by Maureen Clarke and
produced by Joe Zehnder, the play
revolves around David, a young man
dying of AIDS. His family gathers at
his bedside, trying to unravel the mys-
tery of his life even as it slips away.

Language in the script is mild; there
are no explicit sexual references.

Tickets are $10; $7 for students &
seniors. Group rates are available. For
any group over 10 people, tickets will
be $5.) No advance reservations will be
accepted. All tickets will be sold at the
door prior to the performance.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School (WHS) instrumental mu-
sic and fine art departments joined forces
last Thursday to present “Sights and
Sounds: Music and Paintings by WHS
Students and Artists,” a concert featur-
ing original works by WHS students.

The pieces of original art originated
in Roy Chambers’ art class, where stu-
dents were given the assignment of
painting in the impressionist style,
sometimes in response to certain music
that inspired the visual artists.

Once the works were complete, stu-
dents in Raymond Wojcik’s Writing and
Arranging II class selected those pieces of
art that appealed to them, and used them
as a basis to compose original pieces.

WHS students performed the pieces
as an accompaniment to the paintings,
which were projected on a screen
onstage in the WHS auditorium.

Mr. Chambers controlled the pre-
sentation of the paintings, adding ef-
fects such as close-ups of portions of
the paintings and color alterations and
animations in his slideshow.

WHS senior Greg Ryan wrote “Sound
Wave,” inspired by a painting by Paulina
Menares-Brown, that features zigzagging
lines reminiscent of sound waves. His
piece included several themes for the
different lines in the photograph.

Ryan Reber composed from a paint-
ing by Jason Perez that features con-
centric circles of black and blue grow-
ing darker toward the center of the
painting. Ryan conducted his own

piece, B6, to the backdrop of the paint-
ing, which itself was inspired by Miles
Davis’ jazz album “Kind of Blue.”

Other student composers and artists
(paired by piece) included Chris
Velderman and Emily Walus, David
Reinhardt and Robert Miller, Ben Baron
and Nick Fusaro, Sam Brenner and Annie
O’Neill, Ted Vincett and Samantha Chu,
Neal Nemiroff and Gus Gibbons and
Greg Salmon and Ed Zhang.

Mr. Wojcik, WHS instrumental
music director, led a chamber ensemble
of students chosen from the WHS Sym-
phony Orchestra and Wind Ensemble
in premiering the pieces.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield Young
Artists’ Cooperative Theatre (WYACT)
and the New Jersey Performing Art Cen-
ter (NJPAC) have united again to present
one of the most beloved musicals of all
time, Guys and Dolls.

The high-energy production is an ad-
aptation of Daymon Runyon’s mythical
tale, “The Idylls of Sarah Brown.”

The evening will include Frank
Loesser’s timeless score, to which every-
one can sing along. The standards in-
clude “Luck Be A Lady Tonight,” “Sit
Down, You’re Rocking The Boat,” and
“Guys and Dolls.”

While many reviews and press releases
have been written about WYACT’s sum-
mer productions, the painstakingly
lengthy, tedious, and difficult pre-pro-
duction process has never been detailed.

During April and May, hundreds of
teenagers dressed in Lycra stretch pants,
leotards, and dance shoes swarmed
NJPAC’s Chase Room and Lucent The-
atre, biting their nails, stretching their
trembling legs, and inhaling and exhal-
ing slowly — all focusing on one thing:
getting a part in Guys and Dolls.

Artistic Director Cynthia Meryl and the
WYACT/NJPAC staff sat at long wooden
tables with heaps of papers and pencils
before them. One would imagine this to be
intimidating, but according to the teenag-
ers, the staff did everything possible to
make the experience more of an educa-

tional one than a pass/fail act.
Michael Cambell, 21, said, “WYACT

runs their entire audition process like an
acting class, so we get a chance to really
learn and reflect.”

The entire room sat in awe, their eyes
glued to the staff, listening intently to
their directions. Flocks of females audi-
tioning for a “Hot Box Girl” role pranced
across the room, while hopeful Frank
Sinatras stayed on the opposite side, the
entire room eyeing the middle floor, prac-

ticing their steps, and picking partners
with which to audition.

The auditions called for the perform-
ers to dance, and later, to read from the
script, while the staff rounded the kids
up into groups, having them do a scene
or having the choreographer ask them to
do a snippet of a dance number. Every-
one, despite being nervous, had a smile
on their face and seemed to be enjoying
the time. The performers bonded while
waiting for their turns, and everyone
seemed to get to know and help one
another.

Sean Wilkins, 16, said, “I feel less
nervous at WYACT auditions than I
normally would feel because WYACT is
incredibly professional. There is defi-
nitely a relaxed feeling auditioning for
Guys and Dolls, which is good for me.
It’s not distracting. It’s just plain fun.”

After a long day of auditions, callback
selections were made, and the next week
brought with it the top choices for the
principle characters at yet another audi-
tion. The hopeful principle possibilities
filtered into the Chase Room, their heels
and polished black shoes clinking against
the shiny wooden floors.

The staff watched as different group-
ings of principles played out a scene.
Three chairs sat before the staff, upon
them, the debate over whether Mindy’s
sells more strudel or cheesecake. The
staff smiled and took notes, impressed
by the flamboyant New York gangster
accents, actors equipped with dice, and
the romance conjured by sweet songs.

The choices were difficult, said Ms.
Meryl, who watched the final callbacks
give their all.

“There was an amazing amount of
talent that auditioned this year. I was
inspired by their energy, talent and work
ethic,” she said.

The auditions not only gave the cast and
orchestra a chance to see into the profes-
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