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WOODS CLEARS 15-0 IN PV; SMITH, ROWBOTHAM WIN

Raiders Get 2nd, Blue Devils
Place Eighth in UCT Track

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Workhorses Sean Smith and Kyle
Rowbotham competed in four events
each and both grabbed a first in an
individual event to help the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
team place second with a total of 69 in
the Union County (UCT) track &
field championship at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield on May 21. Union placed
first with a total of 80, Westfield, with
stunning performances from Mike
Woods and Jeff Perrella, placed eighth
with 24 points and Union Catholic
tied for 12th with 10 points.

Smith took top honors in the high
jump with a height of 6-2 to defend
his UCT title.

“It’s like a repeat of last year plus
(Chris) Haley (Union). I can’t argue
with winning the county. That’s what
I wanted to do all season,” said Smith.

Smith placed third in the 110-
hurdles with a time of 15.1 and fin-
ished second in the 400 intermediate
hurdles at a personal-best 55.4 just
behind Union’s Brett Axelrod who
crossed in 54.9. Raider Nehemiah
Burney-Porter took sixth in the 110-
hurdles at 15.8.

“It was a good race. Axelrod just
had the best of me,” said Smith.

Rowbotham hopped, stepped and
jumped his way to first in the triple
jump with a personal-best distance of
44-5.25 – one of the top-eight in the
state.

“My footing is coming together

nicely. The last time I checked, 44
was the lowest (on the state top-six
list), so I hope I’m in there now,” said
Rowbotham.

Although placed in the second heat,
Rowbotham tied his personal-best
time of 50.7 to tie for third in the 400
meters. Rowbotham, Rob Ventura,
Mike Miller and Smith combined for
a time of 3:28.6 to finish third in the
4x400. Union Catholic finished fifth
with a time of 3:31.6.

Nearly always placing second to
Governor Livingston’s Anthony
Abitante in the pole vault, Woods
finally turned the tables and won the
event with a height of 15-0 on his first
attempt, beating his own Westfield
High School record of 14-9 set on
May 13 at the Watchung Conference
meet. Teammate Greg Gorski had a
fine vault of 14-0 to place third and
Raiders Max Carow and Tom Pennella
placed 4-5, each with a vault of 12-0.

Although exerting a strong kick in
the final 300 meters, Perrella could
not quite catch Cranford’s Kevin
Brown in the 1600 meters but did
finish second with a personal-best
time of 4:22.7. Brown finished in
4:21.9 and Union Catholic’s Brian
Guteri finished third at 4:31.5.

“I thought he was going to try to
push early to take the sting out of my
kick. He surprised me around the
1200. I didn’t know whether he was
just bursting or if he was just trying to
run the whole race that way. He pretty
much caught me off-guard and ran

away with it today,” said Perrella.
“We both worked very hard. I’m re-
ally happy for him. He deserves to
win a fast race like that. We are both
coming into it strong and I wouldn’t
be surprised if we have some fast
times for the sectionals.”

Raiders Teddy Acosta with a shove
of 46-0.25 and Mike Alleman at 45-
8.25 placed 3-5 in the shot put, Greg
Brand took fifth in the javelin with a
distance of 153-0 and Marc Fabiano
took sixth in the discus with a toss of
118-9. Raider Josh Zinman finished
third in the 3200 meters with a time of
10:11.0 and Union Catholic’s Jon
Cerdedeiro crossed fifth in the 200
meters with a time of 23.1.

TOP TEAM TOTALS:
Union (U) 80, 2. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) 69, 3. Rahway (R) 60.5, 4. Cranford
(C) 45, 5. Plainfield (P) 44, 6. Johnson (J)
38, 7. Elizabeth (E) 33, 8. Westfield (W)
24, 9. Governor Livingston (GL) 23, 10.
Summit (S) 21, 11. Linden (L) 20, 12.
Union Catholic and Roselle Catholic 10

INDIVIDUAL WINNERS:
100: Latif Brewer (U) 10.7
200: Brewer (U) 22
400: James Williams (P) 50.1
800: Watson Estelan (R) 1:57.8
1,600: Brown (C) 4:21.9
3,200: Joe McKenney (C) 9:44.3
110H: Chris Haley (U) 14.2
400H: Axelrod (U) 54.9
High Jump: Smith (SPF) 6-2
Long Jump: Reggie Dixon (P) 22-5.25
Triple Jump: Rowbotham (SPF) 44-5.25
Pole Vault: Woods (W) 15-0
Shot Put: Jim Moreno (L) 49-3
Discus: Moreno (L) 137-5
Javelin: Ray Dobroski (J) 167-7
4x400: U (Luis Coral, Matt Walker,
Adonijah Ashley, Brett Axelrod) 3:27.9
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Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated
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FANWOOD $459,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $539,900

WESTFIELD $1,569,000 WESTFIELD $1,300,000

Charm and convenience!  This side-hall Colonial has an inviting front porch
and charming entrance foyer.  The first floor Living Room and Dining Room
have high ceilings and hardwood floors, large Eat-In Kitchen, 4 Bedrooms, 1.5
baths and Central Air Conditioning.  Close to town, train and all schools.

Welcome home to this beautiful Cape Cod. The Formal Living Room and
Dining Room invite you in to this charming home with 4 Bedrooms, 2 updated
baths and updated Kitchen.  Enjoy evenings on the beautiful patio all just steps
to NYC bus.

Elegant, 1929 center hall Colonial in historic Stoneleigh Park, very gracious
flow, sitting high in the center of the park on a large, private corner property.
Gracious, traditional flow with large rooms, updated Kitchen, Family Room,
breakfast room, den, 6 Bedrooms, 3.5 baths.  A truly exceptional home!

Two Custom homes!  Experience it all.  Relive the timeless grace of the Grand
Victorian to the stunning elegance of the Country Manor Estate.  Why settle for
ordinary when the extraordinary beckons.

MURRAY GETS 100TH HIT, HEARON HITS 2 TRIPLES

Blue Devils Break Out in 5th,
Defeat Baseball Raiders, 12-5

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Park Middle School Field provided
the setting for a show of power be-
tween the visiting Westfield High
School baseball team and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on May 18. After
four innings of crafty baseball, the
Blue Devils mounted a breakout five-
run, fifth inning attack to crack a 3-3
deadlock and added four more runs in

the sixth to come up with a 12-5
victory and to claim local bragging
rights since they also defeated the
Raiders, 8-2, in their previous meet-
ing on April 11.

On the unfenced field, the teams
combined for a total of 19 hits, in-
cluding five triples, two doubles and
a home run. Blue Devil Billy Hearon
(3-for-5, 2 runs scored, 1 RBI) ac-
counted for two of those triples. Jun-
ior Mike Murray (2-for-3, 3 RBI, 2
runs scored) tripled and doubled to
break the 100-career hit mark. Alex
Zierler (2-for-4. 3 RBI, 1 run scored)
had a two-run triple and Chris Hild
added an RBI double.

Mike Dinizo (2-for-4, 3 RBI, 1 run
scored) provided the big banger for
the 13-10 Raiders with a two-run
homer in the fifth inning. John
Maloney went 2-for-3 with two runs
scored and Kyle Gates had a triple
and an RBI single. Kevin Urban, Rob

Moskal and Jeff Bell each singled.
Recently getting back into the pitch-

ing rotation for the Raiders was James
Scalfaro, who came into the game with
a 2-0 record. Scalfaro pitched four-
and-a-third innings, allowing seven hits,
four walks and eight runs while striking
out three. Drew Howell relieved
Scalfaro and recorded three strikeouts,
two walks, three hits and four runs in
one inning before Sean Varsolona came

in for the final one-and-a-third innings
to put out the fire, recording one
strikeout, one walk and one hit.

Tom Ricciuti pitched five innings
for the 16-9 Blue Devils, fanning six,
walking one and yielding eight hits.
Brandon Cuba, who pitched in the
sixth inning, fanned two and gave up
a single and Craig Ellis slammed the
door in the seventh, fanning two and
walking one.

Hearon cracked his first triple in
the top of the first and scored on
Ricciuti’s RBI single up the middle.
The Raiders took a 2-1 lead in the
bottom of the inning when Gates and
Dinizo poked RBI singles.

Jeff Bell singled, stole second and
scored on Rob Moskal’s sacrifice fly
to give the Raiders a 3-1 lead after
two innings. The Blue Devils tied it
up in the third when Jay Anderson
walked, Sam Kim (1-for-4, 3 runs
scored, 2 stolen bases) singled and

Murray drilled a two-run double – his
100th career hit.

Gates whacked a leadoff triple in
the bottom of the inning but an omen
of bad fortune came shortly afterwards.
Dinizo struck out and Varsolona laid
down a bunt in front of the plate on a
suicide squeeze. Blue Devil catcher
Murray grabbed the ball and caught
Gates helpless between third and home.
No Raiders scored.

The momentum played itself out
in the fifth. After Kim walked and
added another stolen base, Hearon
hammered an RBI triple to right-
center. Murray and Ricciuti walked.
Hearon scored on a passed ball,
Mike Diaz yanked an RBI single
and Zierler slashed a two-run triple.

“He started me off with fastballs.
Once he got behind in the count he
started throwing curve balls and
they were tough, so I was trying to
get him early in the count,” Hearon
said of Scalfaro.

Dinizo answered with his two-run
homer in the Raider half of the in-
ning, making the score, 8-5, but
Raider mental errors contributed to a
four-run sixth for Westfield. Kim
reached first on a throwing error and
stole second, Murray smashed an
RBI triple and Ricciuti walked, set-
ting up a first-and-third situation.
Pinch runner Jayshawn King on first
deliberately got caught into a run-
down. The Raiders reacted but did
not execute well. The runner on third
scored and King dove safely back to
first. Zierler followed with an RBI
single and Hild added an RBI double.

“It’s always good to get momen-
tum going into the states, espe-
cially against a team like Scotch
Plains,” said Hearon.
“Our bats caught up to the ball

today,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Bob Brewster. “This is a wide open
field. Any ball that is hit hard in the
gap is going to run. You better have
great outfielders. We hit a lot of balls
in the seams. Murray went over the
100-hit mark. He now has 101, which
breaks Brian Ciemniecki’s record.
He’s also close to 100 RBI. He’s
becoming a complete hitter. Playing
our type of schedule, to me, that’s
quite a feat.”
Westfield 102 054 0 12
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 210 020 0 5

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUSING A LOT OF CONFUSION…Blue Devil Jayshawn King dives safely back
to first after creating a deliberate rundown play to score the runner from third.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A REAL WORKHORSE…Raider Sean Smith glides over the hurdles in the 110 hurdles. Smith competed in four events,
won the high jump and took second in the 400 hurdles.

Woods Clears 15-3.5
In Pole Vault Event
Blue Devil Mike Woods cleared

a state-leading 15-3.5 in the pole
vault at the East Coast Relays in
Morristown on May 23.


