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Cavetelli en Broccoli, Beef Burgundy, Tortellini Alfredo, Chicken Marsala,
Shrimp Scampi, Lobster Ravioli, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini,

Baked Haddock Siciliani Style, Chicken & Sausage Italian Style
Carving Station: Roasted Turkey, Fresh Ham, Steam Ship Roast & Virginia Ham

Soup: Pasta Fagioli, Minestrone, Potato Leek
New England Clam Chowder

Dessert: Canoli, Assorted Cheesecake, Tiramisu

Park & Mountain Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ
908-322-7726

Visit our website at www.weddingsatpantagis.com

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing

A Special Restaurant for All Your Occasions

Extensive Wine and Reserve List

On Premise Catering
99 Center Street
Garwood, N.J.
(908) 232-5204

4 p.m. to 6 p.m. • Mon. to Fri. • Bar Menu Available Until Closing
Happy Hour

Dining Hours: Sun.-Wed., 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. • Thurs.-Sat., 5 p.m. to 11 p.m.
Lunch, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Tues. to Fri.

• Anniversaries
• Business Meetings • Christenings • Holiday Parties

• Luncheons• Office Parties

Lunch
 • Steakhouse Sandwich
• Grilled Caesar Salad

• Barbecued Pork

• Flounder Francaise
• Penne Ala Vodka
• Chicken Marsala

• Chop Steak
3p.m. to 6p.m.

Early Bird Dinner

Prime Rib Night
$16.95

Monday
Kansas City Steak Night

$19.95

Tuesday

A Rabbi and a Minister Share
Reflections on Baseball and Life

Reverend Roberts’ Installation
Honored at Special Service

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

NEW PASTOR IN TOWN…An installation ceremony was held at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield on May 8 for the Reverend Dr. Raymond R. Roberts, the
church’s new Senior Pastor. Pictured, from left to right, are: The Reverend Dr.
W. Alfred Tinsdale, Pastor of The Presbyterian Church at Basking Ridge; the
Reverend Cynthia J. Strickland, Interim Pastor of the Bethlehem Presbyterian
Church in Pittstown; the Reverend Christina L. McCormick, Associate Pastor of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield; Reverend Roberts; the Reverend Victoria
M. Ney, Associate Pastor of the Westfield church; the Reverend Samuel Massengill,
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Metuchen, and Claudia Heffner, an
elder of the church.

By RABBI DOUG SAGAL

The other day I was watching my
son practice with his baseball team,
when a local minister friend of mine
spotted me.  He parked his car and
joined me, and the two of us watched
the first grade kids hit and field.

I turned to the minister and re-
marked that as much as my son loves
baseball and loves his coaches, he
sometimes takes as much delight in
searching for dandelions in the grass
as in practicing catching pop flies.

The minister thought a moment,
and replied, “God bless him. It’s just
as important to learn to admire dan-
delions as it is to catch baseballs.”

My friend is right, of course, but
too often we forget. We live in a
wonderful town, but a competitive
town. Neighbors compete with one
another over who owns the most opu-
lent home, the most manicured lawn,
the most expensive automobile.

Parents engage personal trainers
for their children so they can “make”
the best teams. Children are outfitted
in the latest fashions, so they can be
invited to the most parties and be
friends with the most popular kids.
Private tutors and private guidance
counselors make a good living serv-

ing Westfield parents who want their
kids to attend the finest universities.

I believe that children should be
well rounded and play sports and
strive academically, but as my minis-
ter friend reminded me, we need to
always consider the priorities of life.

A noted rabbi once asked a group
of affluent parents, “Which is more
important, to be very wealthy and
only moderately honest, or to be very
honest and only moderately wealthy?”

Obviously, most parents, and I am
included, want all things for their chil-
dren – to be successful in their profes-
sional and personal lives, to be well
rounded and diverse in their interests,
to find the right spouse, to be happy
and contented with their choices.

A famous medieval philosopher,
Moses Maimonides, commented 800
years ago that the proper path of life
was to seek “the middle road” of life, to
seek a sense of balance. In these high
pressure and hectic times, hopefully,
we can teach balance to our children,
and perchance, find it ourselves as well.

* * * * * * *
Rabbi Sagal is the spiritual leader

of Temple Emanu-El, located at 756
East Broad Street in Westfield.

First Congregational Church
Observes 125th Anniversary

By HEIDI HYLAN-MOTYCZKA

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, May
22, the First Congregational Church
of Westfield, located at 125 Elmer
Street, marked the 125th anniversary
of the first gathering of its founders.

It was on a Saturday evening, May
22, 1880, that 20 people gathered in
the library of Lyceum Hall to consider
the advisability of forming a new
church society.

The following text was taken from
“A Centennial History of the First
Congregational Church of Westfield,
New Jersey,” written by Robert C.
Hylan in 1979.

“Westfield was a primitive country
town in 1880. People moved around
by horse and buggy on dirt roads.

Sidewalks, where they existed, were
a single board and, since there was no
town water system, each home had its
own well and pump. The Westfield
Public Library was two years old and
the telephone was only a toy, having
been exhibited at the 1876 Centennial
Exposition in Philadelphia. Kerosene
and gas were the principle illuminants,
with electric lights just beginning to
appear in public places. The eight hun-
dred-and-seventy-five residents were
about evenly divided in opinion as to
whether to retain this simple country
character or to grasp the new inven-
tions representing the progress and
rush into the 20th century, thus be-
coming a suburb of New York City.

It was into this community that a
new religious Society was introduced
in the spring of 1880. From this point
on, the new Society and the town grew
hand in hand and both prospered, with
the pastors and members of the new
Society having a significant influence
on events and issues involving the
development of the town.

The “gathering” of a Congregational
Church in Westfield, in 1880, was an
outgrowth of certain conditions then
existing in the Presbyterian Church of
Westfield. These conditions, ferment-
ing for some time, surfaced during the
pastorate of the Reverend W. H. Gill
(1878-1882) and caused several mem-
bers, together with a number of “believ-
ers” in town, to become associated with
a Congregational Church. Specifically,
this schism was inspired by the con-
sciousness that with the growth of the
Presbyterian Church there had devel-
oped a dissimilarity of tastes, a marked
difference in view as to church polity
and an impatience with an “overabun-
dance of empty faith” to the extent that
some members deemed it necessary to
organize a church with whose govern-
ment they would be in hearty sympathy
and agreement. This dispute recalls the
unresolved historical difference of con-
gregational control versus control from
the top by clergy and elders.

Thus it was that twenty people (see
list) met in the library of Lyceum Hall
on Saturday evening, May 22, 1880,
to consider the advisability of forming
a new church society. Mr. Henry
Hosford was elected chairman of the
meeting and Mr. Henry F. Alpers was
elected secretary. Mr. Alpers, who had
been elected a ruling Elder of the
Presbyterian Church on January 17,
1880, but had declined to serve, of-

fered the prayer. The following mo-
tions were made and carried unani-
mously at this meeting:

1. That a new Religious Society be
formed

2. That the persons present be con-
sidered members of this new Society

3. That the new denomination of the
new Society be Congregational

4. That a Committee of Five be
appointed to obtain subscriptions for
the support of a Congregational
Church. (note: during this meeting
$930 was subscribed for the support
of the new church and $50 for the
support of the Sunday School)

5. That a Committee of Three on
Organization be appointed

Persons attending this founding
meeting were:

Mr. William J. Alpers, Mr. Henry F.
Alpers, Mrs. Henry F. Alpers (Elnora),
Mrs. Albert Bridges (Elizabeth A.),
Miss Emma L. Bridges, Mrs. William
W. Baker (Julia), Mr. L.V. Clark, Mr.
Effingham Embree, Mr. George
Embree, Miss Louise Embree, Mr.
Henry Hosford, Mrs. Henry Hosford
(Fannie E.), Miss Jennie Hickock, Mr.
Edward H. Ladd, Jr., Mrs. Julia E.
Ladd, Mr. James L. Miller, Mrs. James
L. Miller, Miss Nesmith, Miss Emily
Wheelock, and Mr. John H. Worth.”

Throughout this anniversary year,
the First Congregational Church has
been highlighting history moments read
during the 10 a.m. Sunday morning
worship services. In addition, at Coffee
Hours following worship, members and
visitors are enjoying monthly displays
of documents and photographs from
the church archives. A decade each
month features the buildings, the Pas-
tors and various committee activities.

The 125th Anniversary Committee
is planning a 125th Anniversary Din-
ner Celebration for Friday, June 3,
2005 and will be welcoming back
current and past members and clergy.

In addition, a second history book,
“Into A Second Century,” has been
written by church member John Sully.
It chronicles the church’s history and
events of the past 25 years, continuing
from their first history book, “A Cen-
tennial History of the First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield, New Jer-
sey” by Mr. Hylan.

For more information about the First
Congregational Church, please call
the church office at (908) 233-2494.

Presbyterian Church
Slates Blood Drive

WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield will sponsor a
blood drive by New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices on Tuesday, May 31, from 4 to
9:30 p.m. in the church’s Assembly
Hall, located at the corner of East
Broad Street and Mountain Avenue.

Area hospitals are low in blood sup-
plies and in need of donations. Donors
should be between 18 and 75 years
old, although those older than 75 may
donate if they have a doctor’s note.

Donors should bring identification
and not have donated within the last
56 days.  Appointments are not neces-
sary, but can be made by calling the
church office at (908) 233-0301.

Tamaques School Requests
Help In Time Capsule Search

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for the Westfield Leader and the Times

In 1976, Tamaques Elementary
School buried a time capsule that
contained items from every class in
the school at that time. Now, the
school is asking for the community’s
help in finding the capsule.

A former student, who attended
Tamaques at the time of the time
capsule burial, contacted Principal
Michael Cullen about the time cap-
sule. The former student thought that
the capsule was put underneath the
building, but Mr. Cullen had no luck
in finding it there.

“I crawled into the shelter under-
neath the school but I couldn’t find
anything,” he said.

Mr. Cullen later asked a teacher
and a custodian who have been work-
ing at Tamaques since the 1960’s
about where they recall the time cap-
sule being placed.

They both believe it to be buried in
the front lawn of the school. Mr. Cullen
used a metal detector to sweep the
front lawn but came up unsuccessful. It
was a weak metal detector, however,
and Mr. Cullen is now calling upon the
local community for a metal detector.

Rather than dig up the entire front
of the school, Mr. Cullen would like
a better metal detector to be provided
for the search. Those that are inter-
ested in helping can contact
Tamaques Elementary School at
(908) 789-4580.

WESTFIELD – A special service
was held May 8 at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield to mark the for-
mal installation of the Reverend Dr.
Raymond R. Roberts, who accepted
the position of Pastor and head of
staff earlier this year.

Reverend Roberts is the 23rd Se-
nior Pastor in the church’s 277-year
history. Before accepting this posi-
tion, he served as Pastor in several
churches in Virginia and, most re-
cently, as head of staff at the Grace
Presbyterian Church in Jenkintown,
Pa.

Several of his former associates
and pastoral friends took part in the
service, including Eunice Baer of the
Oak Tree Presbyterian Church in
Edison; Belinda Brandon of the Cen-

tral Presbyterian Church in Summit;
the Reverend Samuel Massengill,
Pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church in Metuchen; the Reverend
Cynthia J. Strickland, Interim Pastor
of the Bethlehem Presbyterian Church
in Pittstown; the Reverend Dr. W.
Alfred Tisdale, Pastor of The Presby-
terian Church at Basking Ridge; and
the Reverend Dr. Louis B. Weeks,
President and Professor of Historical
Theology at the Union Theological
Seminary in Richmond, Va.

Also assisting at the service were the
Reverends Victoria M. Ney and Chris-
tina L. McCormick, Associate Pastors
of The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield; Claudia Heffner, an elder;
William F. Clisham, Jr., Director of
Music, and the choir of the local church.

The First Congregational Church (Circa 1882)


