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Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second of a two-part serious.

* * * * *
Last week I discussed recent develop-

ments, culminating in a charge by Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks that the leg-
islators are “cowards” for avoiding the
property tax issue.

Mayor Marks, along with many others,
proposes a constitutional convention. The
logic: The legislature has repeatedly dem-
onstrated it will not act, so bring together
“the people” to write “tax reform.”

Will the convention delegates be domi-
nated by sitting legislators, the same
people who have not addressed the issue
for decades?

Read about the 1787 Convention in
Philadelphia, clearly a “runaway conven-
tion” whose delegates went far beyond
what they were sent to do, did it in secret,
and produced after three hot months of
arguments the 200-year plus document
that still seems to work.

Much concern exists that any conven-
tion here would go into other issues - start
with school spending as mandated by the
State Supreme Court. Slide over to im-
posing restrictions on the court, “do some-
thing” about other public issues many
have strong views about - e.g. Abbott
school district spending, Mt. Laurel hous-
ing, dedicated funds for everything from
transportation to pinelands to you name
it. And add on the social issues, by letters
only: A, BC, AS, GC.

Present indications are that the Assem-
bly Convention bill will restrict the del-
egates to discussing the revenue side only
- taxes on property, personal property,
sales, income, fee for services, etc. to
fund whatever the state budget is. This
will not affect or “reform” your or my real
estate tax bill since none of it goes to the
state. So another mechanism is needed to
get money from Trenton back here to
offset local taxes, most significantly that
involving the cost of schools.

For example, if the state reimburses
Westfield half of that 67 per cent, my tax

Voters Would Say ‘No’
On All Gov. Budgets
Why was the school budget voted

down? The school budget is unique be-
cause it is the only governmental budget
which the voters can vote on. In the cur-
rent economic climate, would the town
budget have passed if it were put to a
vote? Would the county budget have
passed? The state budget? or the federal
budget? I believe that all of them would
have been voted down.

People are frustrated with the cost of
government going up at all levels, along
with the cost of living, while their earn-
ings and investments are not keeping up.
As in all budgets, there may be items,
positions, etc. that arguably could be elimi-
nated in the school budget. The irony is
that because the school budget is put
before the public, it is subject to more
scrutiny and input from the public than
any governmental budget.

The unfortunate thing is that the school
budget affects the most vulnerable group
in our community and society, the chil-
dren, and they have no vote.

Keith Firestone
Westfield

Boxing Organization
Thanked for Benefit

As we travel through life, we are some-
times faced with challenges, and we look
to friends and family, and all those around
us, for support. You are fortunate to have
a few good people lend a helping hand
when needed.  We have been more than
fortunate.  We have been blessed a thou-
sand times over with wonderful people
willing and wanting to ease our burden. 

I would like to thank the Westfield
Boxing Organization for hosting a ben-
efit dinner on behalf of my family. Thank
you to everyone who has reached out to
us, especially Westfield Police Chief
Barney Tracy, Mike Kenney, and The
Westfield Boxing Association.  You,
along with many others, opened your arms
and hearts to us, and this shall never be
forgotten.  Thank you for helping us fight. 
God bless!

Rudy and Tammy Giannobile
Westfield

Foerst’s Position on
McMansions is Correct

Kudos to Fourth Ward Councilman
Jim Foerst and his committee on coming
through with sound recommendations for
changing Westfield’s zoning code in an
effort to control McMansions.

His interview in the May 12 edition of
The Westfield Leader was very informa-
tive. Virtually every recommendation
made by the committee makes utmost
sense in eliminating loopholes and con-
trolling what is built in our residential
neighborhoods.

Having spent some time on the
Westfield Planning Board, I know how
frustrating it is to vote in favor of a devel-
opment because it met the zoning regula-
tions, knowing full well the project did
not suit the neighborhood.

The committee’s recommendations
should be adopted as quickly as possible.

Bruce Long
Westfield

SP Mayor Marks’ Commended for
Property Tax Forum Initiative

Mayor Mahr Agrees to Participate
In Proposed Property Tax Forum

As Mayor of Fanwood, I am more than
willing to be a participant in the public
forum on property tax reform recently
proposed by Mayor Marks of Scotch
Plains.

Since taking office in January 2004, I
have experienced first hand the struggle
and frustration that comes each year with
balancing increases in appropriations and
our desire to keep Fanwood affordable.
At the local level, we have worked very
hard at keeping the municipal tax in-
creases low.

In fact, in 2004 there was only 1.3
percent increase and this year it is just 2.9
percent over last year.

The residents of Fanwood are always

on our minds. The young and old
homeowners’ alike struggle to make these
payments and some are forced to leave
Fanwood because they cannot afford to
stay. This is very unfortunate, and while
many elected officials agree it is a prob-
lem, they are still unable to truly set out a
course of action for reforming it. So please
count me in, for this issue transcends, or
should transcend, partisan politics. I hope
this event can be organized before the
summer vacations begin and whatever I
can do, on behalf of the residents of
Fanwood, to make it happen please let me
know.

Colleen Mahr
Mayor of Fanwood

Pros & Cons of A Jersey
Convention on Tax Relief

bill goes from, say, $100 to $69 [20 per-
cent to the county, 13 percent to the town,
34 percent to the schools, and the remain-
ing 33 percent reimbursement from state].
There are those who will oppose any
property tax relief to us “wealthy” dis-
tricts, even though we have a lot of not-
wealthy home owners here - will there be
restrictions on how big our budget can get
and expect reimbursement from the state?
This becomes endless.

Many say the governor should call a
special session to consider tax reform.
Mayor Marks’ point is, they have not so
far, why expect it now. Rejection simply
means putting the problem off yet another
year. And even if the referendum does
pass and 120 delegates are elected, any
proposal has to pass content muster by the
Chief Justice, get appropriate legislation
adopted and signed, and probably survive
beaucoup lawsuits, so effectiveness by
year 2008 would be a stretch.

My bottom line: put the proposal on the
ballot. It is not perfect, but it is action and
should lead to more action. The proposal
should prohibit more than one sitting leg-
islator from any of the 40 Districts from
being a delegate. Allow the delegates to
address spending issues directly related
to taxation and tax relief issues, e.g. school
funding, state takeover of a large portion
of suburban school districts, reimburse-
ment to those “wealthy” and other dis-
tricts, etc. Prohibit “social issues” from
being the issues before the convention,
even if some tax dollars are involved
[again, A, BC, AS, MtL and others].

Finally, provide that if the Legislature
adopts and the Governor signs specific
property tax reform legislation before elec-
tion day - do not hold your breath - the
referendum is abrogated and any votes on
it will be ignored and not even tallied.

What I hoped for four years ago has
happened. The issue is getting public
attention. I got yours this far. Please stay
tuned; it is in the news almost daily. It is
your tax dollars as well as mine. Never
forget: politics is the art of the possible.

Westfield BOE President Vows Expanded Poll Hours,
Better Budget Communication in Future Years

As President of the Westfield Board
of Education, I would like to provide
a final update on the budget reduction
process.

At our meeting on May 18, the
Board of Education accepted the Town
Council’s reduction of $714,543 in
the tax levy for the 2005-2006 school
budget. As a result, the average ho-
meowner in Westfield will pay $70
less in school taxes than was origi-
nally proposed in the school budget,
which was defeated on April 19. The
school tax increase becomes $254 on
the average assessed home, rather
than $324. The new percentage in-
crease is 4.0 percent vs. 5.1 percent as
originally proposed.

The Board of Education is, of
course, disappointed that we have to
eliminate initiatives planned for next
year. The reductions we have agreed
to will affect all levels: elementary,
intermediate and high school.

These cuts will impact administra-
tion, operations, technology, profes-
sional development, Fine Arts, ath-
letics and the Gifted and Talented
program. We also will not replace
some positions now held by staff who
will be retiring.

I would like to thank all of the

residents who have written to Dr.
Foley and the board (at
boe@westfieldnj.com) to express
opinions regarding the school budget
defeat. We received letters from both
supporters of the school budget and
those who voted against it.

Many concerns related to property
tax increases, noting that the school
budget is the only budget residents
can vote on. Despite significant cost
containment efforts in the original
budget, which resulted in one of the
smallest proposed increases in years,
the message that we received is that
high taxes are a major concern.

The issue of communication was
also brought to our attention. We
learned that many residents either
forgot to vote or did not understand
the importance of this vote and the
impact of a budget defeat.

Comments from the community
also revealed substantive misinfor-
mation and misunderstanding about
various aspects of the budget and
school operations. For next year’s
school election, we will make an even
more concerted effort to communi-
cate with Westfield’s residents and
invite them to become more involved
in the budget development process.

We will also extend polling hours
to allow for morning voting begin-
ning next year. Almost 20 years ago,
we eliminated morning voting hours
when the state tripled our polling
locations from four to 11, making it
more difficult and expensive to hire
poll workers.

On behalf of the entire board, I’d
like to express my appreciation to the
town council and town administrator
for facilitating a process that was
both amicable and effective.

As I’ve stated these last few weeks,
I appreciate the council’s willingness
to learn about the school district’s
priorities and the potential impact of
cuts being considered.

I’m also optimistic that the town
and school district will emerge from
this process with a more positive
working relationship, enabling new
joint efforts that benefit all Westfield
taxpayers. We look forward to future
partnerships, including sharing re-
sources and ideas through regularly
scheduled meetings.

Anne Riegel
President, Westfield Board of

Education

Letters to the Editor

I read with great interest in the May 19
edition of The Scotch Plains – Fanwood
Times the suggestion by the Scotch Plains’
Mayor Martin Marks to hold a public
forum with all parties associated with the
property tax problem.

Mayor Marks should be commended
for this bold step. This is in addition to his
expressing all of our outrage on May 6,
2005 in Trenton, at the lack of leadership
and inability of our state elected officials
to address the problem.

This forum hopefully will bring to-
gether our state and county elected offi-
cials, local school district officials and
the taxpaying public. There is no doubt
that there will be many that would rather
not participate.

I hope that I will be proven wrong, but
I suspect we get excuses from some of

these people why things are the way they
are. I, for one, have little patience for this,
should it take place.

We have to keep in mind that this is the
country that put a man on the moon in ten
years. How does this compare to solving
a 30-year-old tax problem?

Mayor Marks is correct: public offi-
cials should lead, follow or get out of the
way.

I look forward to developing my input
and will be forwarding it to The Times in
the near future.

Mayor Marks, keep up the good work.
In addition, taxpayers, this is your chance
to speak up and I hope many take advan-
tage of it. I intend to.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Pierce Clarifies Role in
FW Historic Designation

Thank you for the article concerning
Fanwood’s TDR proposal; however, we
need to make a correction on the point of
my involvement in Fanwood’s historic
designation for the district.

I am on the Environmental Commis-
sion and as such I can only attend Historic
Preservation Commission (HPC) meet-
ings as a guest. Although I have reli-
giously attended every HPC meeting for
the last five and a half years depending on
conflicts for my other volunteer work, I
am not a voting member.

I frequently consult with Dee O’Brien,
the chair of the HPC; however, I can’t say
I was instrumental in obtaining historic
designation for the Historic District. Dee
O’Brien and her commission through the
years of hard work achieved that designa-
tion. Dee and her commission should
receive all the credit for the passion and
devotion to Fanwood for obtaining these
designations.

I, and the commission, I am sure, would
appreciate the correction. Thanks.

Clayton Pierce
Fanwood

WF Foerst Decries Misinformation
Campaign by ‘Anonymous’ Developer

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dehiscence – In botany, a bursting or

splitting open of a seed capsule
2. Degravation – The act of making

heavy
3. Tripudiation – The act of dancing
4. Thionic – Containing or derived

from sulfer

ROG
1. To trade or barter
2. A pleasant stroll
3. A rogue, pirate, or thief
4. To shake

TILBURY
1. A two-wheeled carriage for two per-

sons
2. A small bell similar to a sleighbell
3. A thorny plant; Christ’s-thorn
4. A hat maker; haberdasher

TASCO
1. A purse or money pouch
2. A sort of clay for making melting

pots
3. An eyepatch
4. A wolverine; badger

YUKKEL
1. Characterized by an ashy, white com-

plexion
2. The green woodpecker
3. The prickly pear
4. A scallop or large mollusk

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

The classic character of Westfield is
one of the many reasons that we love our
wonderful town. As I drive down our
tree-lined streets, what was once a unique
mix of colonials, tudors, splits and capes
is changing before our very eyes. We see
the character of neighborhoods changing,
not over time as one would expect, but
overnight. Leave for vacation and when
you return, a new house is jutting into the
sky seeming to almost burst from its
boundaries, forever casting a shadow on
what a few days before was the neighbor’s
sunny backyard.

As Chairman of our Code Review and
Town Property Committee, I announced
in the last few weeks the findings of a
study commissioned last year to address
this problem. This study was the town
council’s first step in our efforts to pre-
serve the look and feel of Westfield. It is
the goal of the committee to draft an
ordinance for action by the council that
will give nearly all of our homeowners in
town the ability to expand while curbing
the construction of oversized homes. The
committee has always made it the highest
priority to provide a mechanism to allow
our families the ability to expand in their
present home.

I am confident that our final proposal
will achieve that goal if enacted into law.

Be assured that the council is not trying
to stop the average homeowner from fin-
ishing an attic or basement or construct-
ing an addition. The town council stays
committed to the principals of allowing
the overwhelming majority of our
homeowners to expand their present home
to accommodate their growing needs for
space. It is the over-sized and out of
character new construction that we are
looking to control.

As part of our ongoing study, our com-
mittee has and will continue to meet with
several members of the construction, de-
velopment and real estate communities to
get their input on the proposal. It is this
collective and cooperative effort that will
allow us to achieve our goals of preserv-
ing the classic character of Westfield.

It should be noted that the building and

development community is working
within the existing laws. The new con-
struction we see does not violate the
present regulations and are primarily built
without the need for variances. The new
homes being constructed are, for the most
part, conforming applications that simply
maximize the limitations contained in our
existing ordinance. This is the reason we
need these changes.

Unfortunately, in the midst of this on-
going process, a campaign of misinfor-
mation and fear has been undertaken by
certain “anonymous” developers. In the
last weeks, a very small population of the
development community has attempted
to confuse and scare the public. Also,
there appears to be organized “chatter”
spreading incorrect information about the
scope and breadth of the changes.

The public should rest easy knowing
that each member of the town council has
a family and a home in Westfield. We
share the concerns of our neighbors and
desire to preserve the ability of our fami-
lies to grow in our present homes. We
have worked hard to ensure that existing
homeowners are protected.

Lastly, I find it unscrupulous that some
person or group would publish an anony-
mous advertisement under the generic
heading “The Building Community of
Westfield.” This advertisement in last
week’s newspaper has been renounced
by many members of the “building com-
munity” in Westfield. While the identity
of the perpetrator(s) is no mystery to me,
I find that the printing of an advertisement
by The Westfield Leader without proper
notice of authorship to the public at large
was improper. I hope that the editor and
staff of The Westfield Leader will insti-
tute a policy similar to that of Letters to
the Editor whereby unless an individual is
willing to take credit for his or her words,
the material is deemed not fit to print.

Westfield Councilman James Foerst

Editor’s Note: The advertisement in
question by Councilman Foerst displayed
the advertiser’s phone number – that of
Buontempo Insurance in Westfield.
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This Memorial Day Let’s
Actually Honor Fallen Vets

This Monday, our community and nation will
commemorate the national holiday Memorial Day.
While we are enjoying the parades and festivities of
the day, it is appropriate to reflect on the meaning of
this holiday.

Memorial Day has its roots in the ceremony sur-
rounding decoration of the graves of those who died
fighting the Civil War, and was first officially ob-
served on May 30, 1868 by proclamation of General
John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army
of the Republic. Since then, the day has expanded its
scope to honor those who died fighting in all Ameri-
can wars.

In 1971, the National Holiday Act moved Memo-
rial Day from May 30 to the last Monday in May,
creating a three-day weekend and establishing the
day as a federal holiday. This act changed the holi-
day from its original status as a static date in the
calendar to remember those who died, to a carefree
extended weekend of leisure.

There is growing apathy for this important holi-
day, with many Americans viewing Memorial Day
as an opportunity for a mini-vacation to kick off the
summer season. Many towns have not held Memo-
rial Day parades in years, and cemeteries nationwide
have gone undecorated. Some people think the day
is for honoring all dead, not just those who died in
war. It seems that a large demographic has changed
its Memorial Day prerogative from honoring war
victims to barbecues and pool parties.

Thankfully, our communities have been diligent
in observing Memorial Day, as both Westfield and
Scotch Plains will be holding parades on Monday,
and local Boy Scout troops see to it that the gravesites

of veterans buried in our cemeteries are decorated.
While this dedication is commendable in a time
when many pack up and head for the beach for the
long weekend, we must not be complacent with
merely going through the motions every Memorial
Day. Rather, we should celebrate those who gave
their lives for our country. In our current state of war,
it is as important as ever to honor Americans who die
in the line of service.

To foster awareness of the meaning behind Memo-
rial Day, Congress passed a resolution in 2000,
establishing a National Moment of Remembrance
(NMR). According to information from the White
House Commission on the NMR, Americans are
asked to pause from what they are doing at 3 p.m.
local time for a moment of silence.

U.S. Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii introduced
a bill to the Senate in 1999 calling for the reinstate-
ment of May 30 as the official observation of Memo-
rial Day, shortly followed by a similar bill in the
House introduced by Representative Jim Gibbons of
Nevada. Neither bill passed, and Senator Inouye
tried again in 2003 without success.

While the placement of Memorial Day at the end
of a long weekend is by no means helpful when it
comes to raising awareness about the true meaning
of the holiday, we should strive to honor and remem-
ber our veterans on Memorial Day, despite where it
falls on the calendar.

This year, the last Monday in May happens to fall
on the 30th. Let us take advantage of this Memorial
Day as an opportunity to bring back the traditional
and intended observation of the holiday: celebrating
those who gave their lives for our country.


