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11 North Union Avenue

Cranford, NJ 07016
908-276-5900

Monday thru Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm
Thursday Evening till 8 pm

Clothing &
Accessories

Our Spring Ladies Apparel
              With this ad     20% off any item on

Choose from Womyn - Sigrid Olsen - Three Dot

Garfield & Marks - Mod A Doc - Lily Pod and more

NOW thru MEMORIAL DAY, May 30

Piggybank
Savings

Earn 2% interest—

2.02% APY*

www.townbank.com

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

No minimum balance required.
Open with $10 or more and we’ll add another $10!

Rated ★★★★★ by BauerFinancial, Inc.

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rates subject to change based on market conditions and without further notice. Account must remain open for one year to earn $10 premium.

Your mental health is just as important
to us as your physical health.

A member of

Atlantic Behavioral Health at Overlook Hospital.
At Overlook Hospital, we don’t just treat your body—but
your mind and spirit, too.  We offer a wide range of both
inpatient and outpatient services designed to help treat a
host of behavioral health issues.  Inpatient psychiatric care
takes place in modern, comfortable surroundings by a multi-
disciplinary team including board-certified physicians and a
full-time, on-site medical director.  Treatments include
individual and group psychotherapy, medication management
and activities therapy.  We strive to include a patient’s family
in the treatment process, and work closely with the referring
physician.  And our adult intensive outpatient services include
both mental health and chemical dependency programs.
At Overlook, we’re doing everything we can to help you
make life the best it can be.

For more information call 1-800-247-9580 
or visit www.atlantichealth.org

Freeholders Seek Loan
For Dredging Lakes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
are expected to take action tonight,
May 26, on a resolution authorizing
county officials to seek $1.7 million
in state loans for the dredging of
upper Echo Lake in Mountainside
and Cedar Brook Lake in Plainfield.
The loan would be paid over 20 years
at an interest rate of 2 percent.

Parks, Recreation and Facilities
Director Charles Sigmund said the
Cedar Brook project is ready to begin
immediately. A total of 5,600 cubic
yards of materials will be dredged
from the lake.

The problem with Echo Lake, he
said, is how to dispose of some 45,000
cubic yards of dredged materials.
Disposing of sediment from the lake
can be expensive, officials said. The
county has considered taking the
materials to a hazardous waste facil-
ity. Echo Lake has not been dredged
in roughly 15 years.

Unlike Surprise Lake in the
Watchung Reservation, which was
dredged several years ago, dredged
materials cannot be left on park
grounds at Echo Lake, Mr. Sigmund
said.

In other business, the board asked
for more information on the first
floor renovation and security sys-
tem upgrade at the Oriscello Cor-
rectional Facility in Elizabeth, the
newer of the county’s jails. County
officials are seeking board approval
on a $6.3 million contract with the
Cobra Construction Co., Inc., of
North Arlington.

Director of Public Safety Harold
Gibson said the project includes a
visitor waiting area. Officials noted
that lines of visitors currently have to
wait outside even during the coldest
days of winter due to the lack of space
for visitors.

Mr. Gibson said the project has
been discussed for several years that
the work was appropriated in previ-
ous capital budgets.

“This figure was not arrived at eas-
ily,” said Mr. Gibson.

The board will also vote tonight
to renew a $13,233 insurance policy
contract with Woburn, MA-based
AIG – ASU International Agency
for the Rhythm & Blues event on
Saturday, June 11 in Plainfield and
MusicFest at Echo Lake Park in
Mountainside on Saturday, Sep-
tember 17.

The board will also vote to ap-
prove the first round of the 2005
HEART (History, Education, Arts

Reaching Thousands) grants.
Among the grants are: Morton
Weinstein of Mountainside, $500;
Clark Historical Society, $1,000;
Hanson Park Conservancy,
Cranford, $500; Kenilworth Public
Library, $2,000; Mother Seton Re-
gional High School in Clark,
$1,000; Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Rotary Frazee House, Inc., $850,
and The Theater Project/Union
County College Foundation,
Cranford, $2,000. No groups or in-
dividuals from Westfield are in-
cluded in the round of the 2005
grants.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Chapter of UNICO is requesting
permission to hang a banner across
Park Avenue from August 1 to
September 6 to publicize the Saint
Bartholomew’s Church Italian
Festival.

The board also will vote to accept a
$1,010,638 grant from the New Jer-
sey Department of State, Division of
Archives and Records to implement
an archive for county records.

Director of Finance Lawrence
Caroselli said half of the grant
would be designated to the office
of County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi.
Mr. Caroselli said additional an-
nual grants would be available for
archiving, imaging and records
management.

The board will also hold a public
hearing on the proposed 2005 county
budget of $390 million. A total of
$216.3 million will be raised through
county taxes, an increase of $12.5
million over last year but a million
dollars lower than recommended in
the executive budget submitted by
County Manager George Devanney
in January.

Nineteen of the 21 municipalities
in Union County will see increases in
their county tax levies this year.

Thursday’s meeting, which will
begin at 7 p.m., will be held in the
Freeholders Meeting Room located
on the sixth floor of the Union County
Administration Building.

PLANT LIFE IN LENAPE…Union County Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford listens to landscape architect Jeff Grob of New Providence talk about
details of Lenape Park in Cranford while at the park for New Jersey’s first “urban
bio-blitz,” an intensive effort to identify every living plant or animal found in a
given area.

‘Do Not Call’ Law Marks
First Anniversary in NJ

TRENTON — New Jersey resi-
dents have registered 3.2 million tele-
phone numbers under the state’s Do
Not Call program since the
telemarketing law went into effect
one year ago, acting Governor Rich-
ard J. Codey announced last Friday.

“The Do Not Call law has improved
the quality of life for families across
the Garden State,” acting Governor
Codey said. “Rather than incessant
ringing, the sounds of silence are
again being heard in homes through-
out our state. Meals are being eaten,
and movies viewed without the inter-
ruptions caused by unwanted tele-
phone solicitations.”

New Jersey’s Do Not Call law re-
quires that telemarketers register an-
nually with the New Jersey Division
of Consumer Affairs, disclose whether
their principals have been convicted
of a crime, and refrain from calling
telephone numbers on the Do Not
Call list.

The New Jersey law is one of the
strongest laws in the country, re-
stricting more phone calls from busi-
nesses than the federal program and
imposing stiff fines of up to $10,000
for the first offense and up to $20,000
for each subsequent violation.

To date, consumers have filed
more than 3,500 complaints alleg-
ing violations of the Do Not Call
law. Consumer Affairs is investi-
gating those complaints and, where
warranted, will take action against
violators.

Acting Governor Codey also re-
newed his call for New Jersey resi-
dents to contact the Federal Commu-
nications Commission (FCC) and
voice their opposition to challenges
to weaken the state’s Do Not Call law.
The acting Governor launched this
campaign to keep the state’s law in-
tact in January.

“You don’t mess with success,”
acting Governor Codey said. “The
public response to the Do Not Call
law has been overwhelmingly
positive.”

To join the Do Not Call registry,
residents must contact the Federal
Trade Commission and register their
home and/or cellular telephone num-

bers. New Jersey uses the national
registry maintained by the Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) to compile
its state list.

To sign up for the national regis-
try, contact the FTC at 1-888-382-
1222 or log onto http://
www.donotcall.gov.

When registering by telephone, a
consumer must call from the tele-
phone number he or she wants to
register. To register online, an ac-
tive e-mail address is required.

The telephone number will remain
on the registry for five years from the
date of registration. Registration is
free. Telemarketers have up to three
months from the date the consumer
registers to stop calling.

Those who have registered their
telephone numbers on the federal reg-
istry for at least three months and
who are still receiving telemarketing
sales calls, may contact Consumer
Affairs at 1-888-NJNOCALL (1-888-
656-6225) or print out a complaint
form online at http://
www.njconsumeraffairs.com/.

Calls on behalf of charities, politi-
cal organizations and pollsters are
allowed under the Do Not Call law.
Companies are allowed to call exist-
ing and established customers, un-
less a customer has specifically asked
not to be called.

Prop. Tax Convention
Topic on TV Program

COUNTY — On the latest Free-
holders Forum cable TV program,
Union County Freeholder Chairman
Rick Proctor and Freeholder Daniel
P. Sullivan, along with Union County
Tax Administrator Christopher
Duryee, will discuss the case for a
statewide constitutional convention
on property tax reform.

The Freeholder Board recently
backed a resolution supporting the
idea of a state constitutional conven-
tion on property taxes and calling on
the legislature to put this question on
the ballot in November.

“New Jersey households with in-
comes in the lowest 20 percent pay
9.2 percent of their earnings in prop-
erty taxes, while the wealthiest 20
percent pay 3.6 percent of their in-
come in property taxes,” Freeholder
Proctor said.

“The current system of taxation is
regressive. It assumes that your house
value essentially determines your
ability to pay taxes, and that’s
wrong,” Freeholder Sullivan said.

New Jersey relies primarily on
property taxes to fund the services
most important to residents: schools,

police protection, roads, parks, se-
nior services and more, according to
a county spokesman.

Over the last decade, property
taxes statewide have increased 52
percent. New Jersey collects 45 per-
cent of its total tax revenues from
property taxes — the national aver-
age is 30 percent, the spokesman
added.

Video clips from this program can
be found online at http://ucnj.org/
news.

Each half-hour, Freeholders Fo-
rum program can be seen on a con-
tinuing program loop as part of UCC
1, an internet video service from
Union County College.

Viewing details can be found at
www.ucc.edu, which has a link to the
broadcast. Freeholders Forum is pro-
duced by the Freeholder Board and
through the facilities and technical
direction of Union County College.

Entitled “Property Tax Reform
Now,” the show will be aired through
Saturday, June 4.

The program will be aired in
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood
and Mountainside on Channel 36 on
Fridays at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.

For more information or to com-
ment about Freeholders Forum,
please call the Office of Public In-
formation at (908) 436-2072 or e-
mail forum@ucnj.org.

Thrift Shop to Hold
Bag Day on June 11

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Service League Thrift Shop, located
at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield, will
hold it’s annual end of year Bag Day
on Saturday, June 11 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Customers may purchase a grocery
size bag for $5 and fill it to the brim
with men’s, ladies or children’s cloth-
ing, books, shoes and household bric-
a-brac. There is no limit to the num-
ber of bags that be purchased. In
preparation of the Bag Day the shop
will have everything at 50 percent off
the week of Tuesday, May 31.

Starting the week of Tuesday, June
7 everything in the shop will be $1.
The Thrift and Consignment Shops
will close for the summer and reopen
on Wednesday September 7.

A non-profit organization, the
League donates all of its proceeds to
local charities. This year the league
will be donating over $70,000 to 25
local charities.

For more information call (908)
233-2530.

Free Seminar Set On
Issues Involving DYFS
ELIZABETH — The Union Vici-

nage of the New Jersey Judiciary will
host a free seminar to educate the
public about their rights and respon-
sibilities in issues involving Division
of Youth and Family Services (DYFS),
immigration and records
expungement.

The seminar will be held on Satur-
day, June 11, at 8:30 a.m. until noon
at the Stephen Sampson Center, 800
Anna Street, Elizabeth. Those per-
sons interested in attending the pro-
gram, which is free to the public,
should call (908) 282-7607 to regis-
ter for the event by Wednesday, June
8, and indicate the workshops they
would like to attend.

Become a Subscriber:
Call (908) 232-4407

See Us on the Web:
www.goleader.com!


