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  Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
CASTING THEIR LINES…Families gathered on Saturday at the annual fishing
derby sponsored by the Policemen’s Benevolent Association (PBA) Local 90,
which is held in Mindowaskin Park. The pond was stocked with fish and prizes
were awarded for every fish caught.

meaning kindergarten, and the first and
second grades.

According to statistics referenced by
Dr. Foley at the meeting, first grade classes
at both Tamaques and Franklin Elemen-
tary Schools may have classes containing
as many as 23 students.

“I don’t believe this represents an aca-
demic problem,” said Dr. Foley. He later
said that increased class sizes “are one of
the inevitable consequences” of a failed
budget.

Parents at Wednesday’s meeting called
for a review of the class size policy, which
the board agreed to.

At the intermediate school level, the elimi-
nation of one physical education teacher
will result in a savings of $93,994, and the
decision not to go ahead with the develop-
ment of a district-wide sixth grade assess-
ment test will save the district $3,856.

Physical education teachers at WHS will
not receive new equipment allotted in the
original budget at a cost of $5,000, and two
new courses to be piloted during the 2005-
2006 school year will not take place.

Additionally, $22,400 in new geometry
textbooks, which Dr. Foley said the district
“desperately needed,” will not be purchased.
The district will not purchase $113,838 in
new computers and multimedia carts.

“Pretty much all new technology has
been cut,” said Dr. Foley.

The recent departure of former Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum, Dr. Janet
Edmonds, left a vacancy that will be filled
by current Assistant Superintendent of Hu-
man Resources Dr. Margaret Dolan.

Dr. Dolan’s position will be reclassified
as Director of Human Resources, which
will yield a savings of $35,460.

Plans for a Jazz Prep. Band at Westfield

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Board of Education Approves
$714,543 Budget Reduction

High School (WHS) will not be imple-
mented, with a savings of $2,000. The
annual fifth grade trip to Sandy Hook, which
Dr. Foley called “a great extension of our
curriculum,” will not take place next year
for a savings of $8,000.

Further, $10,000 in new uniforms for the
district’s sports teams will not be purchased.

Lower insurance premiums, a lower than
expected interest rate on the recent bonds
for a new artificial turf field and a new track
at Kehler Stadium, along with the decision
not to purchase a new maintenance van, will
yield a savings of $70,072.

Further cuts were made in the fine arts,
professional development, and gifted and
talented sections of the budget.

The BOE’s approval of the Town
Council’s recommendation took place in
the space of three motions at the meeting.
The board unanimously approved the
amount of the cuts in the first motion, but
board members Julia Walker and Ann
Ormsby Cary voted against the next mo-
tion, which approved the specific areas
where the cuts would be made.

Both voted against the motion, citing ob-
jections to the recommendation to cut two
elementary level teaching positions. The third
motion, which stated the new total budget of
$76,472,235, was approved unanimously.

of duty in Iraq with the Marines.
Due to Mr. Cuoco’s strong per-

sonal ties to military service, he feels
very strongly about the meaning of
Memorial Day.

“Memorial Day is a day to remember
those who gave their lives for freedom and
democracy,” he said. “We must remember
what happened before so that it never hap-
pens again. The younger generations should
also be thankful for what we have, because
many gave their lives to preserve what we
have today.”

Third Class Petty Officer Rescue Air
Crewman (ret.) Frank Chupko, Jr. has been
a resident of Scotch Plains since he was four
years old. After serving two tours in Viet-
nam working as a “swimmer” in a Navy
helicopter rescuing airmen from the waters
off the coast of Vietnam, Mr. Chupko re-
turned home to Scotch Plains, where he
served as an active leader in the VFW on
both local and county levels.

Mr. Chupko is a graduate of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School and holds a
degree in economics and business from
Belmont Abbey College in North Carolina.

After graduating from college in 1967,
Mr. Chupko joined the Navy as an aviation
electronics technician. He later volunteered
to join a helicopter rescue unit, and was
stationed on the aircraft carrier USS Oriskany
in May 1970.

“I never really liked electronics,” said Mr.
Chupko. “Working on helicopter rescue was
an important job, with crash landings off of
the carriers and pilots getting shot down and
parachuting over the water to avoid getting
captured. I had to get them away from their
parachutes and back to safety.”

After eight months of active duty in
Vietnam, Mr. Chupko worked away from
the front, training “green” men on helicop-
ter rescue techniques.
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Veteran Sal Cuoco Serving
As Westfield Grand Marshal

Mr. Chupko was called back to active
duty in October 1971 on the USS Constella-
tion, where he continued to rescue men
from helicopters for another four months.
He recalls his surprise at being called back
to the front: “I was told by the officers
around me, ‘You’re not going back; we
need you here,’ but one day a commanding
officer showed up and asked me, ‘Hey
Chupko, are you packed yet?’ ”

For his ability to think on his feet in a
rescue where a pilot had to eject on a
landing, Mr. Chupko was awarded the Navy
Commendation Medal. He also received
the Air Gallantry Medal from the South
Vietnamese government.

Mr. Chupko served on the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Memorial Day Parade committee
from 1980 to 1990, and is a member of a long
list of veterans’ organizations. He is especially
fond of the time he spends with the veterans at
the Lyons Veterans Administration hospital.

“There are guys there with Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder who often get vivid
flashbacks,” said Mr. Chupko. “We often
go in and tell jokes and get the guys telling
jokes to lighten things up.”

He plays bingo with wheelchair-bound
veterans in Menlo Park. Mr. Chupko is
active in his hometown, running a real
estate business and playing in the Saint
Bartholomew Oldtimers Softball League.

This year’s Scotch Plains Memorial
Day Parade is themed as a salute to Viet-
nam era veterans, with Mr. Chupko as
marshal. Mr. Chupko will be starting the
festivities on Monday with a short ad-
dress. He stressed the importance of hold-
ing Memorial Day ceremonies and keep-
ing the holiday from becoming too com-
mercial: “Memorial Day is the time of the
year when we honor those who have died
in the service of our country. It is a solemn
day, not a day for sales.”

housing” project.
Ms. Stockwell also noted that when the

building was running as the Statistical
Research business, there were approxi-
mately 100 to 200 employees driving in
an out of the building 18 out of 24 hours
daily, during three different shifts. She
stated that 35-unit complex would have
much less traffic and would be a “lower
density use of space.”

Leslie Cascone, an attorney represent-
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Age-Restricted Development
Approved by Planning Board

ing Michael Zemsky, owner of Newpointe
Realty of Westfield, and Mr. Joseph
Murray, an attorney representing Herbert
Wright of Benefit Service Company on
Prospect Street, located next to the pro-
posed condominium, both spoke in oppo-
sition to the project.

Ms. Cascone stated that her client was
not in favor of the project because of what
she stated as “gaps” to the project’s plan.
She stated that these included a circulation
problem for vehicles parking in the park-
ing garage, the weight and distribution of
the heating, ventilation and air condition-
ing units on the roof, the intensity of the 35
units, the lot size and that the building
“does not encourage pedestrian traffic.”

Presently, Newpointe Realty has pend-
ing litigation against the town and Ward
& O’Donnell regarding the project, main-
taining that recent rezoning laws, passed
in December of 2004, were tailored spe-
cifically for the Ward project and that the
project exceeds the maximum density of
any zone in Westfield.

Sean Moronski, a professional planner
with Burgus Associates in Westwood,
testified on behalf of Newpointe Realty
New Jersey stating that 60 percent of the
parking spaces in the project’s garage do
not comply with residential standards.

He noted that the standards are set to be
at least nine-foot wide and most of the
spaces are only 8.5 feet. He stated that
because of this, a waiver from the Division
of Community Affairs would be needed.

Last month, traffic engineer Elizabeth
Dolen testified on behalf of Mr. Ward’s
development company, stating that the
width of the parking spaces for the 35
units were proposed at 8.5 feet per space
and that she felt this was an adequate
measurement for the site.

Ms. Dolen had said that this measure-
ment was in line with the standards set
forth by the Institute for Traffic Engi-
neers and that other lots in Westfield,
including the municipal lot across the
street from the proposed site, had the
same width measurement.

Mr. Wright stated that he had purchased
his building in 1975, renovated it in the
mid 1980’s and had had a gentleman’s
agreement with the prior owner as to the
allowance of using their exit on Prospect
Street for his business too.

Mr. Wright noted that representatives
from the Ward project hadn’t notified him
until March of this year that his clients
would no longer be able to use the exit
belonging to Mr. Ward’s property. He
concluded that he did not want to pave his
own exit from the building as to preserve
the look of his business as a Colonial-style
house, but that in light of his present situ-
ation he saw no other alternative.

At the conclusion of the meeting, board
members stated that they were in favor of
housing projects for people aged 55 and
over stating that it met a need in the area.
He also stated that he hoped that he would
take into account Mr. Wright’s needs.

Board member William Ziff stated that
the project was a good benefit to the town
both in meeting the needs of the neighbor-
hood and giving the town a tax benefit.

Board member and Fourth Ward Town
Councilman James Foerst stated “as the
senior population continues to grow, the
project fills a need.”

Mr. Newell stated that the project was
and is supported by the neighbors and that
the there was a need for this type of
housing in Westfield.
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Tax Forum

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
WHAT MEANING DO SIGNS HAVE?…Refuse is shown dumped outside of the
Westfield Recycling Center in front of a sign that asks residents not to dump
outside the gates.

was arraigned at Bergen County Supe-
rior Court before Judge Meehan, to whom
he pleaded guilty on all charges in the
State Grand Jury indictment.

Mr. LoPapa admitted that in the months
prior to the indictment in 2000, he mis-
represented himself as a real estate inves-
tor and mortgage broker and stole over
$29,200 in loan application fees from two
“clients,” officials said.

Even though the indictment took place
in 2000, it took until earlier this month to
bring Mr. LoPapa to arraignment because
of medical excuses.

According to John Haggerty of the
Division of Criminal Justice, Mr. LoPapa
used stalling tactics by claiming that he
was ill and unable to come to court over
the past five years.

Whether or not Mr. LoPapa receives
the maximum penalty is at the discretion
of Judge Meehan, according to Rachel
Sacharow of the Division of Criminal
Justice. Ms. Sacharow also said that
whether or not the defendant must sell his
Mountainside home is also at the judge’s
discretion.
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Indictment

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EGGS OVER POLITICS… Republican gubernatorial candidate and Morris
County Freeholder, John Murphy, completed a tour of Union County this past
Monday.  His trip included stops at the Westfield train station, the Scotchwood
diner (pictured), and the Windsor Diner in Clark.
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BOE Member Pat Knodel
Disputes Half School Days

“follow along.”
Mr. Perrin reported that the BOE would

be meeting with Paul Otto Construction Co.
and Joel Musial, the architect involved in
the construction at Beechwood School to
“determine if we are going to reinsulated.”

An engineer from Joel Musial’s office
told the board that the exterior insulation on
the rooftop unit found to be the cause of the
odor plaguing the school for months “was
overkill.”

“I would like to have a meeting to finally
put it to rest what to do,” Mr. Perrin said. A
meeting has been tentatively set for the
beginning of June.

At the public participation portion of the
meeting, Barbara Henderzak addressed the
board on the position of assistant principal/
curriculum coordinator the board is seeking
to fill. She questioned the BOE on whether
or not there would be a committee put
together to help with the search.

“I definitely think, actually I know there
will be an extensive process involved, “Dr.
O’Malley said. He stated that parents, teach-
ers and administrators would be involved in
the search. “We will solicit some people
who want to be involved,” Dr. O’Malley
concluded.

Resident Cathy Jakositz addressed the
BOE on the issue of the windows at Deerfield
School stating that she feels they need to be
replaced.

“One side is bad, but when you consider
they have been neglected for many years,”
Mrs. Knodel said. “But the one thing is they
don’t leak.”

The board responded saying that the

windows are in the scope of work to be done
at Deerfield.

Ms. Jakositz questioned why residents
were returned $84 from the dissolution
fund. Instead, she suggested the money
should have been applied to the repair of the
windows.

According to the board, when the
deregionalization happened 10 years ago, it
was sold to the community as a way for
them to receive a tax break. It was the
catalyst behind the send/receive agreement
with GL.

“This is the first time that taxpayers in
Mountainside got money back,” Board
member Carmine Venes stated. “We made
a commitment to the community and we
would like to keep our word.”

Tyler Patla of WF Ends
Sophomore Yr. Studies

WESTFIELD – Tyler Patla of Westfield,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Patla,
completed his sophomore year at Duke
University in Durham, NC with a 4.0 cumu-
lative average, maintaining his status on the
“Dean’s List with Distinction.”

Majoring in physics and economics,
Tyler also participates in club baseball,
golf and racquetball, and is in the tap
dance troupe, “On Tap.”

Tyler tutored inner city middle school
students with his fraternity, Delta Kappa
Epsilon, and spent fall break in rural
North Carolina repairing homes devas-
tated by the hurricanes.

He placed second in his division in
men’s doubles at the 2005 USA Intercol-
legiate National Racquetball Tournament
in Tempe, Ariz. in March.

A 2003 graduate of Westfield High
School, Tyler will be studying abroad
during the fall semester at the University
of New South Wales in Sydney, Australia.

gether to exchange ideas on how to fix the
escalating property tax problem, universally
recognized as a serious issue in the state.

Participants that have confirmed as of
this time include Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (Westfield, R-21), Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (Fanwood, D-22),
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Mayor
Marks, Scotch Plains Board of Education
President Linda Nelson and Union County
Freeholder Dan Sullivan. Several others
have been invited and are reviewing their
schedules for availability.

Calls to Senator Nicholas Scutari (Lin-
den, D-22) and Union County Superinten-
dent of Schools Carmen Centuolo went
unanswered. The Westfield Public School
officials have not yet responded to calls
recently placed.

Elizabeth Mayor Christopher Bollwage
thanked the newspaper for being invited,
but has other commitments that day. Other
county representatives have expressed in-
terest and details are being reviewed.

Mayor Marks stated that he feels, year
after year, Republicans and Democrats in
Trenton have neglected to heed the call for
change.

“I believe it will take a modicum of
courage, especially from our state legisla-
tive leaders who ultimately hold the power
to initiate changes to the system, to meet me
and their constituents in an open forum on
property taxes. I hope they are up to the
challenge,” Mayor Marks said.

“Certainly we all can benefit from the
kind of in-depth look at the issues that
Mayor Marks is proposing,” Mrs. Nelson
told the newspaper.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said, “I
have experienced first hand the struggle and
frustration that comes each year with bal-
ancing increases in appropriations and our
desire to keep Fanwood affordable. The
young and old homeowners alike struggle
to make these (tax) payments and some are
forced to leave Fanwood because they can-
not afford to stay.”

Ms. Mahr continued saying, “I have
watched over the last year and a half and I
thought the Constitutional Convention was
on the right track. But it is almost about to be
derailed from all the competing interests.
Everyone can agree there is a problem.”

The forum is not intended to be a political
“hail storm” The Leader and The Times
publisher Horace Corbin said. “This is an
affair to discuss the issue of property tax
reform. It is intended to be apolitical.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. said, “We have
been trying for property tax reform since
I’ve been in the Assembly. I am just as
frustrated as Mayor Marks.”

Although Senator Kean has expressed a
desire to be involved in the forum, it is
uncertain at this time if his schedule will
allow him to attend.

Keith Zemsky Lauded
For Leadership at F&M
WESTFIELD – Keith Zemsky of

Westfield, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Michael
Zemsky, was recognized as a member of
the Spalding Leadership Program at
Franklin & Marshall (F&M) College in
Lancaster, Pa.

The program encourages F&M stu-
dents to develop leadership skills, to ob-
serve in action community leaders work-
ing in the public sector, to assume a
meaningful leadership role related to the
services being rendered by those commu-
nity leaders, and to engage in significant
acts of public service in the Lancaster
community.

Keith, a freshman at F&M, is a 2004
graduate of Westfield High School.
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Garwood Announces List
Of Upcoming Events
By ANNA GITHENS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD- During the Tuesday
night workshop session of the mayor and
council, Mayor Dennis McCarthy noted
several upcoming local events.

First, the Cranford Memorial Day Pa-
rade will commence at 8:30 a.m. on Mon-
day, May 30. Following the parade,
Garwood’s Knights of Columbus candle
lighting ceremony will take place at noon.

Friday, June 3, is the Annual New
Jersey Law Enforcement Torch Run for
Special Olympics. Anyone who would
like to make a donation should call Bor-
ough Clerk Christina Ariemma at (908)
789-0710.

On Saturday, June 4, Garwood parents
will “draw the line” at the Annual Sub-
stance Abuse Awareness program which
will take place at the Garwood Little
League Field located at the corner of
Myrtle Avenue and Oak Street.

On Thursday, June 16, at 3:30 p.m.
Comcast will sponsor a Drive, Chip and
Putt Contest for children ages seven to 14
at Galloping Hill Golf Club in Union.
Lastly, if you would like to attend the
Eighth Grade Graduation on Monday,
June 20, you need to RSVP to the school
or call Ms. Ariemma.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing, Anne Leonard of Myrtle Avenue said
she noticed the lampposts are up in
Kennedy Plaza, but she is concerned about
the lack of lampposts in front of Indepen-
dence Bank.

“They were waiting for public service
to deliver the lamp-post but now we ought
to inquire about it,” said Ms. Leonard.

Mayor McCarthy assured her they
would check into it.

Borough Engineer Donald Guarriello
informed the governing body that he has
started work on the 2005 Department Of
Transportation Grant Projects.

Mr. Guarriello said he spoke to a con-
tractor who is going to look at the Garwood
Brook project and will be getting a price
for implementing gabions or grouted
riprap, a permanent cover of rock used to
stabilize stream banks, to improve the
area.

Mayor McCarthy inquired, “What do
you think the feasibility would be in go-
ing back to Community Development to
use gabions?”

Mr. Guarriello said that this would
require approval from the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) and the
most they would approve originally on
the application was 150 feet, even though
it is a 175-foot area.

There is currently one block of riprap
on one side of the park. Mr. Guarriello
believes that they had decided on the
riprap because it was cheaper than ga-
bions (free-draining walls constructed by
filling large baskets with broken stone),
and they cannot go to the DEP to change
it if it cannot be funded.

He suggested having a meeting with
Community Development and the De-
partment of public works before drawing
up an application.

During the meeting’s regular session
the borough adopted an ordinance, which
makes amendments to certain authoriza-
tions for the purchase of new equipment
for the Department of Public Works
(DPW) and new bleachers for the
Garwood Youth Baseball Field.

The ordinance also includes the pur-
chase of new protective equipment for the
Garwood Fire Department, breath testing
equipment for the police department and
the replacement of various sidewalks and
curbs in the borough. It also includes
appropriating matching funds for the
Union County Trust Fund through the
“Kids Recreation Trust Fund” Grant Pro-
gram.

During his Industrial and Commercial
report, Council President Walter Tucker
congratulated the following Mother’s Day
essay contest winners: first place, Joshua
Law, second place, Lindsey Kertzman
and third place, Nicole Nardone. Honor-
able Mention went to Ryan Ledger.

Councilman Tucker also noted that
Garwood now has a florist in town; “Little
Flowers by Joe.” The grand opening of
“Pastrami King” will be in June.

Mayor McCarthy thanked New Jersey
Transit for installing a new shelter at the
Garwood train station on the westbound side.

In addition, Clinton H. Dicksen, Su-
perintendent of the DPW, has announced
his resignation. He has accepted a similar
position in Fanwood.

The governing body thanked him for
his work and dedication and noted the
positive difference his service to the Bor-
ough of Garwood has made.

Edward Walter Hogan
Graduates Fairfield Univ.

WESTFIELD – Edward Walter Hogan,
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hogan of
Westfield, graduated from Fairfield Uni-
versity in Connecticut on May 22. He
majored in computer engineering, with a
minor in physics and math. Edward gradu-
ated Westfield High School in 2001.

OH RODEO…Children at Beechwood School in Mountainside were raring to go
at the annual Bike Rodeo. Mountainside police officer Andy Huber and PTA
parents stressed the importance of bicycle safety. Officer Huber also inspected
their gear and bicycles to ensure that everything was in tip-top shape. Pictured,
above, are: Megan Schwingel and some of her second grade pupils, Christian
Perez-Santalla, Officer Huber, Christopher Yang and Max Picut.


