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BOE Okays $714,543 Budget Reduction;
Spending Plan Trimmed to $65.3 Million

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) unanimously approved a
reduction in the amount of $714,543 to
the 2005-2006 school budget at its
meeting Wednesday, May 18.

Savings on the budget, which was
defeated in a local election on April
19, will amount to approximately $70
per household. The revised operating
budget of $65,331,148 represents an
increase of 3.86 percent over the 2004-
2005 budget. The original budget rep-
resented an increase of 4.85 percent.

The board’s approval came one
night after the Westfield Town Coun-
cil approved a resolution suggesting
the reduction.

Cuts in the budget came from a

broad spectrum of areas. Board mem-
ber and Finance Committee Chair-
man Richard Solomon said, “We did
not want to cut existing programs.”

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley added, “We have attempted
to spread the cuts across different
programs and grade levels.”

Dr. Foley then launched into a de-
tailed explanation of the various cuts
in the budget.

The most significant portion of the
cuts, approximately $202,852, will
come from not filling vacancies left
by the retirements of two elementary
school teachers. This decision sparked
the ire of a number of parents in the
community, who attended the meet-
ing in force. Most parents were con-
cerned about the rising class sizes at

the first grade level.
The district’s class size policy for

the elementary level states that all
classes should be in the range of 18 to

25 students, school officials said. The
policy also states that “the lower range
should be in the primary grades,”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Submit Your Items
Early For Next Week

Editor’s Note: Due to the up-
coming Memorial Day holiday,
please submit your items desired
for publication in next Thursday’s
edition by Friday, May 27, to as-
sist our staff in working around
the shortened preparation time.
Thank you for using
editor@goleader.com.

Area Memorial Day
Events Announced

Surrounding municipalities will hold
ceremonies this Memorial Day to honor
local veterans killed in the line of duty.
These ceremonies are as follows:

Cranford – The Cranford Memorial
Day Parade starts at 9 a.m. at the Commu-
nity Center, 220 Walnut Avenue. For
more information call (908) 709-2783.

Clark – The township parade starts at
9:30 a.m., followed by services at Arthur
L. Johnson High School. For more infor-
mation call (732) 388-3600.

Garwood – The Knights of Columbus,
Garwood Fire Department and Bay Leaf
Post No. 6807 Ladies Auxiliary will take
part in a noon candle lighting service at
the Msgr. John M. Walsh Knights of
Columbus Council No. 5437, located at
37 South Avenue. For more information,
call Anne Leonard at (908) 789-0670.

Mountainside - Boy Scouts and the
borough’s VFW are participating in the
Westfield parade, followed by a noon
memorial ceremony at Constitution Plaza
for the VFW. For more information call
(908) 232-2400.

Springfield – The township’s Memo-
rial Day ceremony starts at 11 a.m., fol-
lowed by a parade to Veterans Park. For
more information call (973) 912-2200.

FRANK CHUPKO, JR. GRAND MARSHAL FOR SP-F

Sal Cuoco Serving
As Grand Marshal

By DON WILLIAMS
and DAVID B. RIGGS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The Westfield and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood area will
hold several events on Monday in
observance of Memorial Day. Both
Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood will hold
parades.

In Westfield, the pa-
rade will start  at 9
a.m.  with  an opening
ceremony at the
Monument to Veterans
of World War I  at the
plaza at East Broad
Street and North Avenue, with World
War II and Korean War veteran
Salvatore Cuoco serving as parade
grand marshal.

Scotch Plains and Fanwood will
hold a parade starting at 10:45 a.m.
at the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building. It will proceed along Park
and Martine Avenues and end at
LaGrande Park in Fanwood. The
parade is themed “Welcome Home
– A Salute to Vietnam Veterans,”
with veteran Frank Chupko, Jr. act-
ing as parade grand marshal.

As a longtime participant in the
Westfield Memorial Day Parade,
Major (ret.) Cuoco has been named
this year’s parade grand marshal.
This is the first time in Mr. Cuoco’s
many years of involvement with
the parade that he has received this
prestigious honor.

A member of the Westfield Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post No.
11467, Mr. Cuoco did an extensive
tour of duty during World War II
and then went on to serve as a
military advisor in the Korean War.

Born and raised in Passaic, Mr.
Cuoco graduated from Passaic High
School in 1939 and then attended the
Aero Tech Institute in Glendale,  Calf.
Mr. Cuoco found a job with Douglas
Aircraft in Santa Monica, Calf., but
with America at war, he enlisted in the
U.S. Army Air Corps.

“All of my friends, including my
three older brothers, were in the
service,” Mr. Cuoco said, explain-
ing why he enlisted. “I came from a
very patriotic family.”

Upon completion of basic training
in 1943, Mr. Cuoco enrolled in Of-
ficer Candidate School (OCS) at Fort
Benning in Georgia. When he gradu-
ated from  OCS, he was named a
Second Lieutenant and sent to the
Philippine Islands to train Philippine
soldiers.

Mr. Cuoco described the journey
to the Philippines, saying: “I was
sea-sick for about 16 days of our trip
there. The day we arrived in Manila

was a day full of sunken ships. The
Pearl of the Orient was completely
destroyed and damaged.”

After nearly three years of serv-
ing in the Philippines, Mr. Cuoco
was reassigned in September of 1946
to the 24th Division in Kokura,
Kyrishu, Japan. He returned to Fort

Benning in 1948 as a
First Lieutenant to at-
tend the Advance In-
fantry School. With
this advanced train-
ing, Mr. Cuoco went
to Trieste, Italy as a
platoon leader of the

351st Infantry. By this time, Mr.
Cuoco had transferred four times,
but he said he did not mind the
moving.

“You got used to it,” Mr. Cuoco
said. “I moved every three years; it
was part of army life.”

His service in Trieste enabled
Mr. Cuoco to rise to the rank of
Captain. Mr. Cuoco’s World War II
duty was complete after 1948 and
he took a leave of absence to marry
Westfield native Nancy Chiafaro.
Although Mr. Cuoco was on leave,
he remained in Italy for its beauty.

Mr. Cuoco’s leave ended in 1953
when he returned to the states on
assignment at Fort Jackson in South
Carolina. In 1955, however, he was
once again required to leave the U.S.
to serve in the Korean War. Mr. Cuoco
worked as a training advisor to a
Korean army unit on the island of
Cecedo, while his wife and two chil-
dren remained in South Carolina.

The constant moving continued
even after Mr. Cuoco completed
his assignment in Korea in 1957.
From 1957 to 1964, Mr. Cuoco and
his family moved three more times.

While the family’s first two stops
were in the U.S., their final destina-
tion was Verona, Italy.

In Italy,  Mr. Cuoco was an assis-
tant of the 163rd Military Intelli-
gence Battalion.

As a member of this battalion, he
was promoted from Captain to Major.

Mr. Cuoco retired from the Army in
1964 and began his work as a consult-
ant for Metropolitan Life Insurance.
He worked with Metropolitan Life
Insurance for 18 years before retiring
to Westfield. After living in Westfield
for over 35 years, Mr. and Mrs. Cuoco
now reside in Scotch Plains.

Mr. Cuoco said he feels extremely
honored and privileged to be this
year’s Memorial Day Parade’s
grand marshal. Much of his imme-
diate family will also participate in
the parade, including his son, John,
who recently returned from a tour

Planning Bd. Approves Age-Restricted
Housing Development for Prospect St.

By KIMBERLY BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town plan-
ning board unanimously voted last
Thursday evening to approve a 35-
unit age restricted building on the
former Prospect Street site of Statis-
tical Research.

The applicants, Ward & O’Donnell
Development Company, are planning
to build a four-story building, includ-
ing a parking garage, for people who
are over the age of 55.

It was noted from the board’s previ-
ous meeting that the units would range
from 1,800 to 4,000 square feet in size
and would house a master bedroom,
an extra bedroom and would all in-
clude washer/dryer hook-ups. The
building itself would offer a first floor
community room, two courtyards, two
elevators and a ventilated garage with

an entrance and exit of Prospect Street.
James Ward of Ward & O’Donnell

board members that he was planning
to use only brick with cut stone bands
on the building, which was in con-
trast to his original plan. He also
testified that he was planning to use
composite slate on the roof.

Acting Board Chairman Robert
Newell thanked Mr. Ward for his
changes stating “it will improve the
project aesthetically for our town.”

Residents speaking in favor of the
project included Warren Rorden of
Jefferson Avenue, who stated that the
present Statistical Research building
“has been an eye sore for many years.”

Mr. Rorden added that he was in-
terested in living in the building him-
self as he is a lifelong resident of
Westfield and does not want to take
care of a big home anymore.

Town resident Bob Cagnassola ech-
oed Mr. Rorden’s sentiments adding
that he had seen the project from its
inception and that it “deserves our
support.”

Sharon Stockwell of Nelson Place
also stated that she was in support of
the Ward project, noting that she
thought it was a “winning” situation
for all involved. She said it was not
only a win for the developer and the
neighborhood, but that it would “ben-
efit the town by increasing the tax
revenue base through property taxes
by $500,000 to $600,000.”

She said that currently the taxes
paid from that property equal $28,000.
Ms. Stockwell noted that the increased
taxes would benefit the schools of
Westfield, while not increasing en-
rollment, as the project was a “senior

Officials to Participate
In Tax Reform Forum
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       Photo by Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
ONE FINE FISH…Westfield Police Detective Lisa Perrotta gathers around young
participants in the annual fishing derby held on Saturday at Mindowaskin Park.
The event is sponsored by the Westfield Policemen’s Benevolent Local No. 90.

Boro Resident Will
Be Sentenced for

Real  Estate Fraud
By DAVID RIGGS

Specially written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE --  Borough
resident Paul LoPapa, 58,  pleaded
guilty on May 3rd in the Bergen
County courthouse to multiple
charges involving insurance and mort-
gage fraud in Saddle River, law en-
forcement authorities reported last
week.

Mr. LoPapa faces up to 33 years in
prison and a fine of up to $110,000
when he sentenced before  State Su-
perior Court Judge William C.
Meehan on June 17. The Office of the
Attorney General—Division of
Criminal Justice is handling the pros-
ecution.

The charges included theft by de-
ception, falsifying records and forg-
ery. These charges stem from a real
estate scam that Mr. LoPapa used
from November 1, 1995 through Feb-
ruary 1, 1996. During this time, he
purchased residential real estate in
Saddle River through Castle Rock
Real Estate. Then, under the ficti-
tious name of ‘Joseph Georges,’ Mr.
LoPapa fraudulently obtained $4.9
million by claiming that ‘Georges’
wished to buy the property from him,
officials said.

Castle Rock Real Estate is a real
estate partnership controlled by Mr.
LoPapa, whose internal connections
to the company allowed him to fund
a fake purchase. Mr. LoPapa pock-
eted $4.9 million from Castle Rock
Real Estate. In order to finance the
“purchase,” Mr. LoPapa convinced a
mortgage lender to forward $3.35
million into the Bergen County prop-
erty for ‘Georges.’

Officials said Mr. LoPapa’s actions
were not discovered as fraudulent
until Joseph Luccarelli and Nicole D.
Rizzolo of the Division of Criminal
Justice’s Office of Insurance Fraud
Prosecutor and Detective Sergeant
Brian Giannini of the New Jersey
State Police conducted an investiga-
tion in 2000.

The State Grand Jury indicted Mr.
LoPapa on October 25, 2000 follow-
ing an extensive investigation on all
of his fraudulent dealings.

Officials said the investigation also
showed that Mr. LoPapa lured a mort-
gage lender into financing the prop-
erty through a worthless $3.9 million
promissory note and an alleged $1
million in cash. Mr. LoPapa claimed
he received the money from ‘Georges’
as part of the sale of his residential
real estate. The mortgage lender be-
lieved LoPapa’s story and accepted
the worthless promissory note.

Mr. LoPapa was also indicted on a
false inflation of a homeowner’s in-
surance claim, which took place be-
tween April of 1996 and January of
1997. He made an insurance claim of
$33,400 for artwork that was ruined
by a leaky roof. The investigation
discovered that this supposed artwork
had never existed.

The indictment stated that Mr.
LoPapa had evaded his income taxes
from 1996 to 1998. After the indict-
ment on these numerous counts, he

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD PARADE GRAND MARSHAL… Third
Class Petty Officer Rescue Air Crewman (retired) Frank Chupko, left, shares
his experiences in Vietnam with Don Williams.

David B. Riggs for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD PARADE GRAND MARSHAL…Major (retired) Salvatore
Cuoco will be Westfield’s Memorial Day Parade Grand Marshal. Cuoco
served in World War II and the Korean War and is a member of the Veterans
of Foreign Wars.

BOE Remains Committed to GL;
Knodel Disputes Half School Days

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE –Board of Edu-
cation President John Perrin an-
nounced Tuesday night that the board
is reviewing language of the send/
receive agreement with Berkeley

Heights. He made it clear that the
BOE was not considering sending
Mountainside high school students
anywhere else but Governor
Livingston (GL) High School.

“The board is interested in its en-
tirety in sending students to GL,” Mr.
Perrin said. “We are making progress.
The board has every intention of re-
newing its contract with Governor
Livingston.”

Dr. Richard O’Malley presided over
his first BOE meeting in the capacity
of Chief School Administrator (CSA).

“I was well received and I enjoyed
my first two days in the district,” Dr.
O’Malley said. “I look forward to
meeting more people.”

Dr. O’Malley reminded parents that
schools would be closed on Friday,
May 27, and Monday, May 30 in
observance of Memorial Day.

A heated discussion ensued when
the BOE approved revisions to the
2004-2005 school district calendar.
The board approved a 1 p.m. dismal
time on Tuesday, June 21, Wednes-
day, June 22, and Thursday, June 23.

“I have a question,” Board member
Pat Knodel said. “Why? Why a 1 p.m.
dismissal.”

Dr. O’Malley stated that teachers
have a “tremendous amount of paper
work” they need to accomplish in a
timely manner. “I think it’s an appro-
priate time to do this.”

Mrs. Knodel questioned why the
original calendar wasn’t drafted with
these three dismissals included. The

past few years, the board has added
these early dismissal dates after the
calendar has been approved. She sug-
gested adding these dates to the origi-
nal calendar.

“If it’s his (Dr. O’Malley’s) belief
this should happen, then it should be
updated,” Vice President MaryBeth
Schaumberg added.

“I am voting no. I don’t approve of
these one o’clock days. I think it’s a
waste,” Mrs. Knodel concluded. The
remainder of the board approved the
changes.

Dr. O’Malley announced that a PDF
(printer description file) of the agenda
could be downloaded from
www.mountainsideschools.org so
that those watching at home could

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – State, county, municipal
and school officials have agreed to
meet in a public forum to openly
discuss the issue of property tax re-
form in New Jersey. The forum and
TV production by The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, in conjunction with
TV34, will be held at the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building located at
430 Park Avenue on Sunday, June 5,
beginning at 3 p.m.

The public is invited to join in by
being part of the audience. They will
have an opportunity to voice their
opinions to The Leader and The Times
at the conclusion of the taping.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
initiated the idea with his challenge
to state leaders two weeks ago.

Plans are to air the discussion over
the next several weeks on local TV
stations, CN8 and on the Internet at
www.goleader.com. Details are cur-
rently being finalized, and it is not yet
known whether a live broadcast of
the panel discussion will occur.

A moderator will direct questions
and focus discussion of the partici-
pants. Elected officials and reporters

will participate in the panels. The
public is invited to submit comments
to the newspaper prior to the event.

All media groups are invited and
welcome. In order to cover the broad
subject with the many participants, the
forum will be comprised of four 30-
minute segments with panelist divided
into smaller, but diverse groups.

The forum will focus on the issue
of property tax reform and is not
intended to be political campaigning
event. The objective is to bring local
leaders and state representatives to-


