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The weekly column written by local high school students

Construction of Cell Phone Towers
Has Become Rising Issue for Students

By KATE McGEE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s Friday night. You’re with your
friends, sipping Caramel Frappuccino’s
at Starbucks and discussing the movie
you just saw at the Rialto Theatre in
Westfield. You flip open your cell phone
to call your mom but alas, you have no
service to call her.

Everywhere in New Jersey, people
are fighting to protect their towns
from these looming monsters known
as cellular towers.

Since my friends live in various
towns in New Jersey, I experience the
common problem of dead zones, or
areas that don’t receive service. Cell
phone towers are everywhere around
the country; disguised as trees like the
ones on the Garden State Parkway or
cacti out west. Some are even placed
inside other objects like church steeples
so they don’t make towns “ugly.”

Even though there are so many tow-
ers constructed in our country, how
come there are never enough towers to
provide full service coverage?

I know everyone has been in a situ-
ation where they cannot get in touch
with someone due to lack of service.
However, when it is suggested to place
a cell phone tower in their town, people
immediately begin to protest.

Although cell phone towers are
unattractive and create a sort of in-
dustrial tone in quaint towns, people
must realize these are the conse-
quences of using cell phones, which
were created as a wireless device that
can be used anywhere.

If you have an emergency, you don’t
what to be caught without service.
Without adequate service, calls can
become lost, which is not only annoy-
ing, but can become quite inconve-
nient, especially during important calls.

Many people who oppose the con-
struction of cell towers in their area
say it is because of a possible de-
crease in property value, and increase
in health risks. Many people believe
that cell towers emit unhealthy
amounts of radiation that could lead

to an unhealthy future. While cell
towers give off some radiation, it is
not enough to do any permanent dam-
age.

According to the website,
www.mcw.edu/gcrc/cop/cell-phone-
health-FAQ/toc, cell towers emit a non-
ionizing radiation, different than ion-
izing radiation found in x-rays, and
therefore are not as dangerous.

In fact, just putting a cell phone up
to your ear is more dangerous than
being exposed to a cell tower. People
who use cell phones daily are doing
more damage then a cell tower ever
could.

While the towers are necessary in
order to use phones, there are ways of
negotiating this issue. Instead of plac-
ing towers in residential areas, wireless
companies can place them in industrial
areas of towns or on the parkway. Then,
property values won’t decrease and
people won’t be close to the towers to
be exposed to any radiation emitted.

Like every controversial issue, not
everyone is going to be pleased with
the results. Society has grown accus-
tomed to cell phones, yet they are
reluctant to place towers where they
are needed most. If people can’t com-
promise then maybe instead of argu-
ing over the health risks of cell phone
towers, we should be focusing on the
health risks of a single cell phone.
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Annual Road Race to Benefit
Education Fund of Westfield
WESTFIELD — The Ninth An-

nual Jill & Jack 5K Road Race to
benefit The Education Fund of
Westfield will be held on Saturday,
June 4, at Kehler Stadium on Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

The public is invited to participate
in any of three different events planned
for that day. The Jill and Jack 5K race
features the 2005 Women’s Games
Championship at 8:30 a.m. Prize
money will be awarded to the first
three women finishers.

First prize is $100, second prize
$50, and third prize $25. Awards will
be presented to overall and age group
categories for both men and women.

The 5K, which will begin at 8:30
a.m., is sanctioned by USA Track and
Field and is a USATF-NJ 500 Point
Grand Prix Event through flat resi-
dential streets and Tamaques Park.
Sports Action/Reaction and On Your
Mark Productions produce the race.

The Square Mile Road Race, which
begins at 9:20 a.m., will be run on
residential streets and is open to run-
ners of all ages. The focus is on grade
school athletes, with buckets being

awarded to winners in grades K to 8.
The Jack and Jill Bucket Race at

9:50 a.m. will consist of co-ed teams
running 600 yards with a bucket of
water on the Kehler Stadium track.

All Jill & Jack event participants
and volunteers will receive post-race
refreshments, the Jill & Jack T-shirt,
special gifts, awards, deejay enter-
tainment and random prize drawings.

The Education Fund will host the
day’s events which traditionally draw
more than five hundred competitors
for the Jill & Jack 5K Road Race and
its companion events: the Square Mile
and the Jack & Jill Bucket Race.

The proceeds will enable The Edu-
cation Fund of Westfield to provide
resources to enhance programs for
Westfield Public Schools students. The
non-profit organization provides an on-
going, centralized source of additional
funds and resources to assist the public
schools in maintaining and enhancing
the quality of education in Westfield.

For more information, applications
and sponsorship opportunities,
please visit www.OYMP.net or call
(908) 317-9813.

Westfield Students Travel
To Global Finals in Tenn.

WE ARE THE CHAMPIONS…Students from
Wilson Elementary School in Westfield cap-
tured First Place in the Dizzy Derby category at
the Destination ImagiNation competition in
April and are headed for the Global Finals in
Knoxville, Tenn. on May 25. Pictured, left to
right, with the vehicle they built are: top row;
“Zoomers” Charlie Naughton and Asher
Horowitz; second row Caitlyn Tierney and
Kendall Reid; and third row, Kyle Kristiansen,
and Jaclyn O’Connor.

WESTFIELD — Over 1,000 New
Jersey students traveled to Sayreville
to compete in the 2005 Destination
ImagiNation problem solving com-
petition, including 50 students from
Westfield.

Two Westfield teams aced the New
Jersey state championship and
won the right to represent New
Jersey at the Global Finals in
Knoxville, Tenn. from May 25
to 30.

The winning team built a car
for the competition. Six third
and fourth grade students from
Wilson Elementary School,
united for the first time, win-
ning the “Dizzy Derby” cat-
egory. This challenge required
students to construct a vehicle
with a technical power source
that could perform a series of
tasks, create and perform a skit
that tied together all the tasks,
and present their solution in
front of a panel of judges.

The students did everything
from researching propulsion
systems, determining wheel
placement, evaluating weight
requirements and the materials
needed to support it, to actu-
ally building the vehicle.

The challenge required that
the car carry more than one
passenger around a triangular
track, stop on a line, reverse
direction, spin in tight circles,
and perform other tests. With
“safety” as the theme of their
skit, the team simultaneously
danced and sang to clever lyr-
ics as “Crash Test Dummies.”

Throughout the months before the
competition, the team also practiced
improvisational “Instant Challenges,”
which stimulated the team’s ability to
think quickly and creatively with only
minutes to prepare solutions. When
tournament time arrived, each team’s
final score reflected its Central Team
Challenge performance plus its re-
sponse to an “Instant Challenge.”

Calling themselves “Zoomers 56,”
the winning team members include
Asher Horowitz, Kyle Kristiansen,
Charlie Naughton, Jaclyn O’Connor,
Kendall Reid, and Caitlyn Tierney.

For the second year in a row, the
Wilson Elementary team led by Team
Manager Sherry Varian also took
home honors from the New Jersey
State Destination ImagiNation com-
petition. This year they won First
Place for their “Radio DI” challenge,

in which the team presented an origi-
nal 1940s style radio show.

Both Westfield teams will compete
at the DI Global Finals, in which
more than 800 teams from around the
world will compete.

Tax-deductible donations to sup-
port the Westfield Destination
ImagiNation teams at Global Finals
may be sent to Westfield Destination
ImagiNation Fundraiser, c/o Wilson
Elementary School, 301 Linden Av-
enue, Westfield, 07090. Checks
should be made payable to the Wilson
School PTO-DI Fund.

HAPPY RETIREMENT!…After 26 years, Judie Sanislow will retire from her
preschool teaching position at Wesley Hall Nursery School. A teacher in the Teddy
Bear, Bunny and Frog Pond classes, she has been remembered by her colleagues
for her bulletin board displays, classroom crafts and photography.

Musical Club of Westfield Tells
Names of Scholarship Winners
WESTFIELD – The Scholarship

Awards Committee of the Musical
Club of Westfield has announced the
names of 10 music students to receive
scholarship awards totaling $10,500
for the 2005-2006 academic year.

Three of the 10 recipients,
Angela DiIorio, Freddi
Mack and Jill McCoy, are
new scholarship winners. All
high school seniors, they will
major in music at the college
level.

The remaining recipients,
Carl Baron, Gabrielle Fazio,
Nereida Heller, Laura
Kavinski, Jeanne-Marie
Schwarz, Michael Sherry and Delsa
Slaugh, are continuing their music
studies and maintaining high scho-
lastic records as a requirement for
keeping their scholarship
support from the Musical
Club.

Angela, who won the
Mary Jean Coffelt Memo-
rial Scholarship, will major
in piano performance and
music education at Ithaca
College in the fall.

A piano student of Dr.
Loretta Jankowski since
1998, she recently won first place in
the Music Educators Association
Competition for her age category, as
well as in the Piano Teachers Society
of America Competition under the
“Back to Broadway” and
“Ruth Slenczynska” catego-
ries. She is also a New Jer-
sey State Teen Arts finalist.

Recently in Boston, An-
gela received a Maestro’s
Award for outstanding ac-
companying of the
Watchung Hill Regional
High School Chorus. She
also plays the tenor saxo-
phone in her high school marching
band, where she is a squad leader, and
plays and teaches guitar. Having stud-
ied music theory for 12 years, Angela
received a 5, the highest mark pos-
sible, on her Advanced Placement
Music Theory test.

Freddi, a senior at Governor
Livingston High School, recently por-
trayed the Leading Player in the
school’s production of Pippin. Her
repertoire also includes a portrayal of
the Fairy Godmother in Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s Cinderella and Claire
Ganz in Neil Simon’s Rumors. In
2001, she performed in
Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel in
Rome, Italy.

She has been a member of the Cen-
tral Jersey Regional Mixed Chorus
for the past three years and the New
Jersey All-State Mixed Chorus. A
voice student of James Musacchio
and Joanna Hoty Russell, Freddi per-
formed in the Union County and New
Jersey Teen Arts Festivals.

Freddi will continue her studies in
musical theater as a freshman at The
University of Miami in Florida.

Jill, who received the Rachel Hylan
Memorial Scholarship, will major in
vocal performance at Cornell Uni-
versity in the fall.

A senior at Cranford High School,
she recently held the leading role of
Lucy in the school’s production of
Jekyll and Hyde. She has also por-
trayed Luisa in The Fantasticks twice

– at her school and at Middlesex
County’s Plays-in-the-Park. She also
played Eponine in Les Miserables.

A voice student of Cynthia Meryl,
Jill has been a member of the New
Jersey Regional and All-State Mixed

Choruses, as well as the se-
lect Madrigal Singers at
Cranford High School. She
also plays trumpet in her
concert and marching
bands, performing solos
with both groups.

An active member of the
Tri-M Music Honor Soci-
ety, she recently performed
in their annual showcase.

She was the soprano soloist in
Schubert’s Mass in G for her school’s
Masterwork Concert, and has been a
cantor at her church since 2002.

Former Musical Club
scholarship recipients will
continue to receive financial
support from the organization.

Nereida will be a junior at
Oberlin College, majoring in
piano performance, while
Delsa, the Janet Grimler
Gleason Memorial Scholar,
will be a junior at Brigham
Young University, majoring

in music education.
Carl, the Helene Reiter Frieland

Scholar, will continue his studies in
cello performance at the Cleveland
Institute of Music. Gabrielle will enter

her sophomore year at the Uni-
versity of Michigan with a
double major in vocal perfor-
mance and musical theater.

Laura will be a senior mu-
sic theater major at The
Catholic University of
America, while Jeanne-
Marie will continue to pur-
sue her vocal performance
major as a senior at Montclair

State University. Michael will begin
his sophomore year at the American
Musical & Dramatic Academy in New
York as a music theater major.

According to Drude Roessler, “The
Musical Club of Westfield is pleased
to continue their tradition of support-
ing talented and deserving young
musicians in the pursuit of furthering
their education.”

Angela DiIorio

Freddi Mack

Jill McCoy

To Register Contact Nancy Carpenter: ncarpenter@westfieldnjk12.com

Fun Games • Cooperative Skills

Physical Fitness & Recreation

Mon. June 27th - Fri. July 1st

8:45 am to 12:00 pm

Jefferson Elementary School

Staff includes NJ Certified Health & Physical Education

      Teachers, Athletic Trainer & Student Counselors

Fitness for Fun Camp
Students entering kindergarten

through 5th grade
BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

Dorson Baby Care, Inc. 
Would you like time, rest and comfort after the birth of your 

baby?  Dorson Baby Care will give you the attention and care  
that you and your baby deserve! 

We ProvWe Provide: e: 

LivLive-in, n, LivLive-outout, full , full and partand part time babyby 

nurseses & nas & nannnnies s 

BaBaby aby and fd family support just aily support just after childbr childbirth 

Expectant Moms: Call now to reserve your baby nurse 
(973) 672-7691  (732) 376-0003 

www.dorsonhomecare.com 

Accredited by the NJ  

Commission on Accreditation  

for Home Care, Inc.   

SET TO GRADUATE…Beth Tumolo,
a 2001 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, will graduate
from the Connell School of Nursing of
Boston College on Saturday, May 21,
with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Nursing. At Boston College, she is a
member of the Senate for the Class of
2005. She will begin her nursing pro-
fession at Beth Israel Deaconess Medi-
cal Center in Boston.

SUPER SCIENTISTS…Approximately 70 students in Kindergarten through
fourth grade at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains participated in the
Fifth Annual Science Fair this month. The students, pictured, above, were
rewarded with certificates and medals.

F.L.A.G. Will Present WHS
Seniors With Service Awards

WESTFIELD – On May 29 at the
Senior Awards Night, F.L.A.G. (the
Foreign Language Awareness
Group) will present awards to six
Westfield High School seniors who
volunteered their time to help as
teacher aides in French and Spanish
language classes.

Camille Hausheer, Allison Clancy,
Kayli Spialter, Justin Concalves and
David Reinhardt have completed two
consecutive years as volunteer aides
to the program. Patrick Rizk has vol-

unteered his time for one year.
F.L.A.G. is a self-supporting after-

school program under the supervi-
sion of the Westfield Parent Teacher
Council, and has been providing
French, German, Italian and Spanish
classes for kindergarten to fifth grade
students for the past 15 years.

Classes meet once per week from 4
to 5 p.m. from October to March.

For more information, please call
Program Director Greet Hershey at
(908) 301-0388.

SUPERB EDUCATOR…Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada and State
Assemblyman Joseph Cryan congratulate Lynne Beriont-Virginia, a teacher at
McManus Middle School in Linden, as she is named Union County Teacher of the
Year at the Union County Teacher Recognition breakfast. The event was spon-
sored by the Union County Superintendents’ Roundtable and the New Jersey
Department of Education.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Student,
SP Resident Lauded by Rotary
EDISON — Lauren (Lexi) Correll

of Scotch Plains has been named the
Edison Rotary Club’s Student of the
Month from The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison.

According to College Counselor
Lisa Lentz, “Lexi ex-
udes energy and en-
thusiasm, and she
channels all of it in
positive ways.”

A National Merit
Commended student,
she has performed very
well in a rigorous col-
lege prep and Ad-
vanced Placement-
level curriculum.

Regarding her ar-
tistic ability, one of
her teachers praised
her “natural affinity” for painting,
noting that, “she has a true artist’s
mind.”

A member of the independent
school’s Drama Club, Lexi also ex-
presses herself creatively through
dance and acting. She has entertained
audiences at Wardlaw-Hartridge by
performing a dramatic monologue at
the Open Mike night and a solo jazz/
hip hop performance at Cabaret Night.

Ms. Lentz continued, “Lexi is also
a leader and initiator on our campus.”

Captain of the school’s girls’ varsity
basketball team and manager of the
boys’ varsity soccer team, she has
also been active in the Model United
Nations and Spanish Clubs.

Soon after her arrival at Wardlaw-
Hartridge, she convinced
students and faculty to es-
tablish an Air Force
JROTC Club at the school.

In these capacities and
as Secretary/Treasurer of
our Club Interact, Lexi
has organized and partici-
pated in ceremonies for
military holidays and me-
morial events, Yellow
Ribbon displays and sales
to benefit overseas troops,
food drives, the Fireman’s
9/11 Fund, blood drives,

Operation Smile, and painting the
school weight and wrestling rooms.

She also sought training and certi-
fication as a lifeguard and water safety
instructor and teaches swim lessons
to autistic and developmentally dis-
abled children.

Presently, Lexi is also taking flight
lessons and studying for her private
pilot’s license, supported by fellow
flight enthusiasts in a local aviation
Explorer post through the Boy Scouts
of America.

Lexi Correll

Children’s Juried Show
Set At Watchung Ctr.
WATCHUNG — From Thursday,

June 16, to Thursday, June 30, the 14th
Annual Children’s Juried Exhibition
will be held at the Watchung Arts
Center. Artwork can be delivered on
Tuesday, May 24, or Friday through
Sunday, May 27 to 29, or Saturdays,
June 4 and 11, from 1 to 4 p.m.,
Tuesday to Saturday, or 1 to 7 p.m. on
Thursdays.

For full details on artwork restric-
tions, dimensions, and dates artwork
may be picked up, please call the
center at (908) 753-0190.


