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found that lot coverage and height were
not the problem. The concern was the
floor to area ration. He said homes in the
RS 8 zone have a floor to area (FAR)
ration of 35 percent. Ninety percent of the
homes in a RS 8 zone are 30 percent FAR.

“So we knew what was happening was
the builders were coming in and maxing it
out to 35 percent. And it was that differ-
ence that was really hurting it (the FAR).”

The town looked at other zones and
found “very similar conditions around
town” said Councilman Foerst. He said the
new code would match new homes with
what already exists in the neighborhood.

“It’s a real view of the volume of a home
as opposed to a legal and massaged defini-
tion or calculation of floor area,” he said.

The councilman said the proposed code
changes are aimed at preserving the charac-
ter of Westfield residential neighborhoods.

“We don’t want the super McMansion
going into the small home neighborhood.
If you want to build a new home go buy a
12,000 square foot lot. Go in a RS 12. Go
in a RS 16. Go buy a 40,000 square foot lot
in which you can go up to 8,800 square
feet. If you want to build a big house, build
it on a big lot. Don’t smash a 5,000 square
foot home onto a 8,000 square foot lot or a
10,000 foot lot,” said Councilman Foerst.

Under the new policy, 90 percent of the
homes in town will be able to expand,
especially in the 12,000 or larger square
foot lots, the councilman said.

The proposed code will continue to
allow for front porches and decks.

The committee also has included a
litigation support segment to defend
against potential lawsuits by builders chal-
lenging the new ordinance.

“We are not trying to hurt developers
or to take away people’s livelihoods. We
are not stopping people from knocking
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Proposed Policy Aims to Stop
Construction of McMansions
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MUSCLING GOOD DEEDS…Leaders Don Leblanc of Cub Scout Pack No. 30
and Peter Buckley, right, of Boy Scout Troop No. 330 use a rope and muscle to drag
tires from the Rahway River in Clark. Please see story on Page 2.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

MONDAY, MAY 2
Jaclyn Lavery, 21, of Cranford was

arrested at Elm Street and Dudley Av-
enue and charged with driving while in-
toxicated. She was released on her own
recognizance to a responsible adult.

TUESDAY, MAY 3
John V. Pulidore, 36, of Westfield

was arrested at South Avenue and
charged with driving while intoxicated.
He was held pending release to a respon-
sible adult.

A Normandy Drive resident reported
the theft of a necklace from her house.

After being stopped for careless driv-
ing at Central Avenue and Clover Street,
Zurab Lomsadze, 33, of Brooklyn, N.Y.
was arrested and charged with driving
while intoxicated, possession of a con-

down homes,” said Councilman Foerst.
“What we do want to stop is the over
development.”

Phase two of the plan will address port-
a-johns, dumpsters and fencing around
construction sites. Locations and the
amount of time that port-a-johns and
dumpsters can stay on properties and the
timing on how soon construction must
start after the issue of a demolition permit
will be addressed in this phase.

Tree preservation will also be included in
the second phase with an eye on eliminating
the clear cutting of trees on lots during the
demolition phase of construction.

The committee is recommending that
more stable fencing be installed around
construction sites as opposed to the or-
ange plastic fencing that is currently be-
ing used. Lots would have to be wetted
down to eliminate dust and neighbors
notified prior to the demolition of a home.

The committee is also recommending
the hiring of a full-time code enforcement
official in the building department to en-
sure ongoing construction meets applica-
tion restrictions approved by town boards.

“We need to better police what is hap-
pening around town,” said Councilman
Foerst.

As part of the third phase, the town is
working with the architectural review
board and the historic preservation board
to develop requirements for aesthetics for
new developments in terms of building
products utilized.

“We want to preserve the look of
Westfield and I think there definitely
needs to be an aesthetic look to that,” he
said.

The committee is still working on up-
dating the town building code and com-
plying with requirements of the state’s
Council on Affordable Housing (COAH).

Scotch Plains Mayor
Defends Comments

Made at Tax Summit
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‘Walking School Bus’ Among Plans
Recommended at Traffic Hit Spots

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The phone
rang off the hook this past weekend at
the home of Scotch Plains Mayor Mar-
tin Marks after he called Trenton legis-
lators “self promoting cowards” for fail-
ing to take action on property tax re-
form.

Mayor Marks was one of 200 mayors
who participated in a summit on prop-
erty tax reform held last Friday in
Lawrenceville.

He defended his comments, reported
in daily newspapers over the weekend,
stating they were intended to “ruffle the
feathers a bit” of Trenton lawmakers.

“If the shoe fits, I stand by my word,”
the mayor told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

He said mayors around the state who
contacted him “were pleased as punch”
by his comments.

Mayor Marks said both Democrats
and Republicans in the Legislature have
put forward their own plans for tax
relief but neither supports the other’s
program. He said the proposals on the
table amount to “just political position-
ing” during an election year.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) objected to Mayor Marks’
comments without specifically address-
ing concerns over the actions of indi-
vidual legislators.

“Broad-based comments like that I

don’t think are helpful,” said Assem-
blyman Bramnick.

“Name calling is not good, period,”
he added. He noted that he attempted to
pass a motion to have an open discus-
sion on property tax reform during a
General Assembly session but was de-
nied by the Democratic majority.

Calls to Assembly Speaker Albio Sires
(D-33, Hudson), Senator Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21, Westfield) and Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Fanwood) were not
returned.

The mayor also had harsh words for
Acting Governor Richard Codey, who
he called “our biggest road block to
reform.” He said that in his role as
Senate President, Mr. Codey failed to
move forward on legislation last year
for a ballot question on a Constitutional
Convention.

“His lack of action speaks volumes
about his lack of interest in property tax
reform,” said Mayor Marks.

The mayor said he was hopeful Act-
ing Governor Codey would post legis-
lation that would place a ballot ques-
tion endorsing a Constitutional Con-
vention before voters this November.

A spokesman for Acting Governor
Codey said Mr. Codey does not com-
ment on legislation that has not reached
his desk.

The spokesman said Mr. Codey be-
lieves the Constitutional Convention
should focus on spending.

an “excellent compromise.”
Other residents did not agree, speculat-

ing whether that many students actually
cross Central at Clover.

Mr. Meth expressed a desire to provide
“compatible’ improvements to the
Lawrence Avenue and Dudley Avenue
area, by not turning it into “a city block
with a traffic signal.”

Scott Kephart, a Dudley Avenue resi-
dent, queried, “A block away is a stop
light, what is the difference between one
block, Elm and Lawrence?”

Mr. Meth responded, “Elm is a wider
road than Lawrence in terms of width and
has more of a main approach.”

Mr. Kephart expressed favor to the
idea of a blinking light at the Lawrence
and Dudley intersection.

Re-timing the light on Dudley and Elm,
giving an extra 30 seconds to Elm Street
motorists is also recommended.

Sharon Stockwell expressed her con-
cern with this idea because of the poten-
tial to create gridlock at Prospect during
the morning rush hour. Mr. Meth said he
plans to test run this plan before commit-
ting to it.

According to East Dudley resident Liz
McAlister, very often in this intersection
a car stops to let a pedestrian cross and the
car behind does not see the pedestrian and
attempts to pass the car on the right side.

“That is my biggest fear,” said Mrs.
McAlister.

Some of the other solutions recom-
mended were to build planted islands on
Lawrence Avenue and striped left turn
lanes on Dudley to force cars into one
lane. Other ideas are to build a “round-
about,” or investigate a multi-way stop at
Lawrence and Sinclair.

To reduce accidents at the intersec-
tion of Lawrence and Walnut, Mr. Meth
has recommended making Lawrence
one-way towards Mountain Avenue and
Walnut Avenue one-way from Moun-
tain, construct curb extensions at
Lawrence and Walnut and provide back-
in angled parking on Lawrence. The
back-in parking idea was met with a lot
of opposition.

In order to reduce accidents on Wood-
land Avenue, Mr. Meth has recommended
that a flush granite block island be in-
stalled at Woodland and East Broad Street,
to widen and slow down left turns onto
Woodland from East Broad.

Mr. Meth also proposed three, 80-foot

diameter roundabouts; one at Woodland
and Kimball Avenue, one at and Wood-
land and Wychwood Road, and another
at Wychwood and Kimball. Cars would
have to slow almost to a stop upon ap-
proach.

Sidewalks are also proposed along the
Echo Lake golf course on Woodland, and
on Kimball Avenue from Woodland to
Wilson School.

“This is a historic area— it was built to
look like a country road,” said Nancy
Priest of Kimball Circle. “It’s going to
look like Broadway,” with increased light-
ing and roundabouts with pavers, she
said.

Many residents were also displeased
that construction of roundabouts would
encroach upon town-owned grassy areas
near the street.

Also, several citizens have objected to
sidewalks in the past. As many as 400
students are dropped off and picked up
every day at McKinley School, said Mr.
Meth. Double parking and lack of park-
ing were cited as major problems, as
well as high traffic speed on West Broad
Street.

Proposed solutions include a flashing
school crossing sign, rumble strips and
other markings on West Broad. Also,
foldable signs to make Osborn Avenue a
one-way during drop-off and pick-up
hours are recommended.

Mr. Meth said that Linwood Place and
part of Pierson Street, where back-in
angled parking spaces are proposed, would
become permanent one-way streets.

At Central Avenue and Clover Street,
Mr. Meth proposed a pedestrian traffic
light which would only be activated by
pedestrians, particularly Jefferson School
student.

Mr. Meth proposed that a cul-de-sac be
constructed at Clover Street’s end at Cen-
tral Avenue, in order to ensure that driv-
ers cannot turn off onto side streets to
avoid waiting at the light.

Residents of Belmar Terrace said that
such redirection of traffic could just as
easily occur on the northbound side of
Central, and that similar measures
should be taken to avoid potential redi-
rection.

Mr. Meth proposed that stop signs be
placed on Ayliffe Avenue at Pine Grove
Avenue and Florida Street in order to
slow down traffic and discourage the 50
vehicle-per-hour cut-through traffic rate.
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Westfield School Tax Levy
Reduced $714,543 by Panel

ented teacher for grades three through
seven will also be eliminated to save
another $59,110.

A new jazz prep band planned at the
high school will be cut as will line items for
a fifth grade trip to Sandy Hook, multime-
dia carts, new athletic uniforms, new mu-
sical instrument purchases, and a new dis-
trict-wide sixth grade assessment test.

“We need to continue this effort to-
gether,” said Councilman Echausse, not-
ing that areas such as joint purchasing,
field maintenance and insurance practices
by the board and council should become
more of a collaborated effort in the future.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said, “We have entered a new
day in the relationship between the town
and the board.”

“We don’t want to do this again for a
long time,” added Mayor Greg
McDermott.

Board of Education President Anne
Riegel thanked the council for their ef-
forts. She told reporters after the meeting
that the 2006 budget process likely will be
even more difficult given such obstacles
as S-1701, state legislation approved dur-
ing the summer of 2003 which reduced
the board’s fund balance or surplus to 2
percent of the total budget instead of the
district’s usual 4 to 4.5 percent.

The council will vote on a resolution
Tuesday, May 17, to formalize its recom-
mendations. The resolution will be turned
over to the board of education, which will
vote the following night, Wednesday, May
18, to adopt the proposal.

In other business, the council was mostly
in approval to authorize the recreation
department to move forward with Houlihan
Field, Sid Faye Field and Tamaques Park
tennis court improvement projects.

With $1.1 million budgeted, the coun-
cil gave the green light to recreation de-
partment officials to move forward on
plans to light Houlihan and Sid Faye
fields, turf Houlihan, fence both fields
and increase parking capacity at the park.

Town officials asked the recreation
department to look for other sources of
income such as Union County grants and
to solicit donations from those organiza-
tions that utilize the fields.

Area residents objected to the lighting
of the fields, stating that the lights will
add traffic to an already busy area of town
and downgrade the quality of life in the
neighborhood.

Recreation Director Bruce Kaufmann
said lighting the fields would add 1,000
more hours in playing time on the fields.

Fourth Ward Councilman Larry Goldman
said, given the higher price tag or the entire
project, he would prefer to see both fields
turfed than to add lighting. He called having
fields lit until 9:30 p.m. “unacceptable” for
neighbors. He said if lighting were included,
he would like restrictions included on how
late the fields could be lit.

Councilman Jim Foerst, who also rep-
resents the Fourth Ward, said the town
must be “a good neighbor” to residents in
the area. He noted his support for the
parking, fencing and other amenities in-
cluded in the Houlihan project.

“I think the lights need to be there for
the benefit of the whole town,” Council-
man Foerst said.

Vivian Strano of Summit Court said
the increased playing time at the park
would bring additional liter and related
public safety problems to the area.

Michael Giordano of Summit Court
questioned the “value” of lighting the
fields. He said lights would only exasper-
ate a traffic problem that already exists
with the use of the town’s recycling cen-
ter on Lamberts Mill Road. Other resi-
dents noted that St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church is in the area and with Masses
held Sunday mornings that increase traf-
fic volume in the vicinity.

“It is an extremely unsafe area,” Mr.
Giordano said.

Several council members responded
that they would ask recreation officials to
provide more details on who would use
the field in the evenings.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said he was concerned over the dangers
night games could pose on children exit-
ing the park.

Mayor McDermott said he would check
to see why games are being held on Sun-
day mornings. He noted, as did some
residents, that organized sports used to be
banned prior to noon on Sundays due to
religious services throughout town.

the district has with Berkeley Heights.
Students in grades nine through 12 attend
Governor Livingston High School (GL)
in Berkeley Heights and the contract is up
for renewal.

The final reading of the Vacation Plan
for 12-month employees was read and
adopted by the BOE. Highlights of the
plan state that no more than five vacation
days can be taken during the school year
excluding July and August. Accrued va-
cation days will rollover to the following
year, but if not taken they will be for-
feited. Past vacation days will be
grandfathered into the new policy.

The BOE will be posting BOE meet-
ings on the borough’s community bulle-
tin board located on Route 22 at the inter-
section of New Providence Road. The
schedule, as well as the agenda will be
posted on the Internet at the borough’s
Website www.mountainsidenj.com.

Mr. Rusak announced that summer
school letters were sent out this week. For
those required to attend, the session will be
held from Monday, June 27 through Fri-
day, July 29 excluding Monday, July 4.

Summer camp will begin on June 27
and commence on Friday, August 12,
also excluding July 4.

Also, any student in eighth grade who
is interested in playing high school sports
should stop into the nurse’s office to get
a pre-physical, which is required to play
sports at GL.

Students in grades three through eight
will receive progress reports on Tuesday,
May 17. School will be closed on Friday,
May 27, as well as Monday, May 30, in
observance of Memorial Day.

The board approved a payment to Home
Health Science in the amount of $14,475
for professional services in connection
with the investigation of the odor at
Beechwood School.

The next regularly scheduled meeting of
the BOE will be Tuesday, May 24, at 8 p.m.
in the Beechwood School Media Room.
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 Interim CSA

trolled dangerous substance (less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana), pos-
session of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance in a motor vehicle and possession
of an open container of alcohol in a
motor vehicle. He was released on his
own recognizance to a responsible indi-
vidual.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4
A Cumberland Street resident reported

the theft of two bicycles from her yard.
SATURDAY, MAY 7

A Cranford resident reported that a
bottle was thrown from a tan GMC Yukon
at his motor vehicle in the area of
Coolidge and Wells Streets, damaging
the trunk lid.

Earlier in the year, Mayor Viglianti
had noted that because of the major in-
creases mandated by a formula from the
state, the library must be given an in-
crease of $60,000 in next year’s budget.
Last year because of the same formula the
library had a $49,000 increase.

In other business, it was reported that
the new community clock to be erected in
front of Valley National Bank on Moun-
tain Avenue was presently being molded
and that the governing body was looking
for a late June dedication date.

According to the mayor, the bank is
donating the land to erect the clock as
well as $5,000 to help finance the $35,000
bill to pay for the clock itself.
Mountainside’s clock will look very simi-
lar to the clock in Fanwood, but it will
have no chimes.

Mayor Viglianti said that the clock
“was quite nice, especially with the marble
all around.”

It was also noted that because of the
generosity of Mountainside’s businesses
and residents, there was a $1,000-$3,000
surplus in the funding for the clock. The
surplus will go mostly to the borough’s
rescue squad as originally reported.

Mayor Viglianti did note that one resi-
dent who made a donation asked for some
of the surplus to go to the fire department
and that he was honoring those wishes.

The mayor reported that a second clock
was scheduled for construction in memory
of Police Captain Keith Turner to be
housed at Borough Hall. The money for
the project came from donations made to
the local Police Benevolent Association
in Captain Turner’s Honor. The mayor
noted that the second clock at the bor-
ough would be similar to the one housed
on Mountain Avenue.

The next council meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 17 at 8 p.m.
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Budget Hearing

                   Anna Githens for The Westfield Leader
HELPING OUT…Garwood students conduct the borough’s business at the
meeting of Mayor and Council in Garwood Tuesday. The students, as
members of the council that evening, pose with Garwood Mayor Dennis
McCarthy.

Owner of Steakhouse Seeks
To Buy School Property

By ANNA GITHENS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD- During the public ses-
sion of Tuesday night’s Borough Coun-
cil meeting, Robert DeStefanis of
Myrtle Avenue, owner of Robert’s
Steakhouse in Garwood, announced his
interest in purchasing the former St.
Anne’s School property in Garwood.

Mr. DeStefanis expressed his inten-
tions to the governing body to design
the building to be a senior citizen home
or 55 and over condominiums.

“We would like to get a feel from the
town and feedback from the council
and planning board,” said Mr.
DeStefanis, who is also the owner of
DeStefanis Properties.

“That’s the first we’ve heard about
that proposition,” replied Mayor Den-
nis McCarthy. Previously in a letter to
the church, Mayor McCarthy and the
council had extended their best wishes
to the church with regard to finding a
successful buyer that will meet the needs
of the congregation.

Borough Attorney Robert F. Renaud
suggested that Mr. DeStefanis should
have his attorney pursue the matter
with the planning board because the
mayor and council do not have the

authority to give him an answer.
Also during public workshop,

Garwood resident Anne Leonard of
Myrtle Avenue spoke about her con-
cern with the Brookside detention ba-
sin, which is owned by Hedi Proper-
ties. Parts of the basin are in Westfield,
Cranford and Garwood.

Mrs. Leonard said she would like to
see private homes built in that area as
opposed to another park. Mayor
McCarthy replied that there is not too
much open space left in the borough.

“It’s a wet lands area so there is
really not much that can be done with
it,” Mayor McCarthy said.

He also said that there are apartment
buildings with children on the north
side of the borough and it could turn
out to be a nice size piece of property
with parklands.

The borough’s regular meeting was
conducted by the Garwood Student
Council in front of a congregation that
consisted of the Garwood Board of
Education, administration and staff and
family and friends.

Kristen Reynolds, in the role of
mayor, called the meeting to order on
behalf of Mayor McCarthy. Adam
Kipnis, as council president, took over
for Council President Walter Tucker.
Jessica Rusin, served as municipal clerk
for Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma.

Alan Chu, Lauren Czapla, Soha
Mahmound, Jacquelyn Schadewald
(daughter of Councilman William
Schadewald) and Leah Warner were
served as council members. The stu-
dents conducted the meeting and pro-
vided thorough and informative com-
mittee reports.

In summary of the reports provided,
Mayor McCarthy has proclaimed this

week, “Police Week, in honor of our
police officers who continually serve
our community with selflessness and
dedication.” This Sunday, May 15, is
also “Peace Officers Memorial Day.”

The mayor and council also paid
tribute to Garwood Patrolman Thomas
P. Haughton who lost his life in the line
of duty in November of 1995.

The Garwood Fire Department will
be conducting their annual Fireman’s
Memorial Service on Wednesday, May
18, at 8 p.m. at the firehouse.

HAIRCOLOR MAGIC…McKinley Principal Claudia Andreski poses above
with a daring new haircolor. She promised her students in September that if they
read 10,000 books by the end of the school year, she would dye her hair blue. The
pupils read 10,259 books.


