
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, May 5, 2005 Page 13

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 13-18

For more information:  908-654-0417

For Boys Entering
Grades Three Through Nine

FINAL REGISTRATION:

Monday June 27 to Thursday June 30, 2005

9:00 am to 12:00 pm

YOUTH FOOTBALL CAMP

KEHLER’S

Fundamentals for all groups will be emphasized,

with advanced instruction for accelerated groups

CAMP DIRECTORS: Ed Tranchina, Westfield High School

Glen Kehler, Reebok Team Sports - Shutt Athletics

First day of Camp, June 27th

KEHLER STADIUM - Rahway Ave., Westfield

The Roselle Golf Club provides its members with an

affordable golf/country club experience in a friendly

environment.  The course has gently rolling hills, and

mature, true greens that date back to the club’s founding in

1917.  No club in New Jersey can claim it has a wider

variety of trees and shrubs, increasing its beauty and the

golf challenge.  It features a full service pro shop,

offering the best in equipment, and lessons from our

teaching pro.  The Club’s dining facility is first-class

with a cozy grillroom and formal banquet hall.  Our pool

tops off the Club experience in the warm summer months.

The Roselle Golf Club
Easily accessible from the Garden State Parkway,

 At the corner of Raritan Road and Pine Street
(near Roselle Catholic H.S.) in Roselle, N.J.

For a tour of our facility, please contact our Membership

Chairman at 908-403-0964.  Admission is limited to

individuals approved by the Roselle Golf Club Board of Trustees. 

SHALLCROSS, KENDER/BERNSTEIN, LEVY/TRIMBLE CAPTURE TITLES

Blue Devil Tennis Boys Take it to the Limit,
Seize Union County Crown from Hilltoppers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s only fitting that the Union
County Tournament (UCT) boys ten-
nis crown be won by the Westfield

High School (WHS) boys in the dra-
matic fashion that it was, especially
since it came just after George Kapner
became the all-time winningest coach
in WHS history when his team de-
feated No. 11 Bergen Catholic, 3-2,
in Westfield on April 26.

After a disappointing boys soccer
season in the fall, coach Kapner –
also the boys soccer coach – not only
had to be patient to reach that per-
sonal milestone but he also had to
wait to the bitter end to find out
whether the UCT boys tennis title,
that the Blue Devils had last won on
May 13, 1998, would finally be back
in their hands.

With the team title on the line,
Blue Devil senior Andrew Levy and
sophomore Jack Trimble overcame a
5-7 first set deficit at second doubles
to win the second set, 7-5, and the
third set, 6-3, over Summit’s Vir Singh
and Ben Sangree to give Westfield
the team title with 81 points to
Summit’s 76 at Don Van Blake Courts
in Plainfield on April 29. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood took third with 60
points and Governor Livingston was
fourth at 44.

“The best thing about counties is
that everyone gets behind you,” com-
mented Levy.

Levy and Trimble defeated

Cranford’s Jesse Hynes and Craig
Palmisano to reach the semifinals
where they also had to rebound from
being a set down to win 6-7 (3-7), 6-
1, 6-0, over GL’s Mike Knapp and
Eric Bernston.

“I love to volley, going to the net
and hitting overhead shots,” said Levy

who also described working with his
teammate. “Jack is funny and it works
out really well. We are both having
fun on the court. If we both get too

serious, it doesn’t really work. When
we have fun, it does.”

“My strength is definitely my
height,” said Trimble. “I’m 6’6” and
can get those overheads. I’m a lefty,
so I can put the (opposite) spin on it.
It works out well.”

After receiving a bye, Raiders
Greg Leischner and Scott Leyden
stopped Dayton’s Jared Model and
Jason Usden to reach the second
doubles semis. After falling to
Singh and Sangree, Leischner and
Leydon captured third with a 6-1,
6-3, victory over GL’s Knapp and
Bernston.

Blue Devil freshman Kevin
Shallcross, seeded first at second
singles, lived up to his seeding by
defeating a familiar foe in Raider
freshman Ryan Krueger, 6-4, 6-1,
for the title.

“It feels great to be able to help
the team out. Every time you play
someone a second or third time
they know your game better and
they find your weaknesses but you
also find that in them and that is
what helped me win today,” said
Shallcross.

Shallcross breezed to the finals
with respective wins over Union’s

Gafar Ayindle (6-0, 6-0), Ken Boyne
of Oratory (6-1, 6-1) and GL’s Conrad
Zagarzazu (6-0, 6-1).

HEARON KNOCKS IN WINNER, POWER RBI TRIPLES

Devil Nines Show Character,
Burn Red Devils, 6-5, in 8th

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After watching the potential game-
winning hit being snagged in right
field and turned into an inning-end-
ing double play then falling behind
by two runs, the Westfield High
School baseball team showed its char-
acter by scoring three runs in the
bottom of the eighth inning to seize a
6-5 victory over Ridge in Westfield
on April 29. With one run in and the
bases loaded, senior Billy Hearon
went with a fast ball to drill the win-
ning two-run single to right field.

“It was a fastball away. I just wanted
to take it the other way and poke it
into right field,” said Hearon.

Blue Devil pitcher Tom Ricciuti
went the distance but kept the Red
Devils on their toes, recording eight
strikeouts and two walks with three
hit batters while allowing 10 hits.
Ridge starting pitcher Scott Lucas
yielded six hits, three walks and a hit
batter and no strikeouts until he was
relieved in the fourth by Keith Ruth-
erford after ceding a leadoff walk.
Rutherford walked four, struck out
three and allowed six hits.

Hearon finished 2-for-5 with two
RBI while Bryan Power, who went 3-

for-3, had the longest hit of the day,
an RBI triple, and the shortest hit of
the day, legging out an infield drib-
bler.

Describing the long and the short
hits, respectively, Power said, “He
threw me a curve ball the first pitch
but I got a fastball the second pitch so
I just tried to drive it the other way. It
carried a little bit in the wind. My
single in the last inning, it was like a
perfectly placed bunt. I was trying to
stay in there and get a piece of the
ball.”

Blue Devil Sam Kim went 2-for-3
with an RBI and a stolen base. Mike
Diaz singled and scored twice and
Brandon Cuba had an RBI double
and scored twice. Jay Anderson had a
bunt single and scored a run while
Ricciuti and Alex Zierler each had a
single.

Red Devil Dan Shapiro had
Ricciuti’s number with two doubles,
a single, two RBI and a run scored.
Big 6’3”, 255-lb Cliff Meinweiser, a
football star heading to Trinity Col-
lege in Connecticut, had two hits, a
run scored and an RBI. Rutherford hit
a two-run single in the top of the
eighth to put Ridge ahead, 5-3.

Ridge turned four double plays,

three in the infield, but none more
dramatic than Kevin Langhouser’s
shoelace snag in right followed with
a toss to first to nail the runner and
send the game into extra innings.
Westfield turned a short-to-second-
to-first double play in the fifth and
catcher Mike Murray gunned down a
runner heading to second in the third.

Ridge scored a run in the second
when Shapiro singled, ran to second
on the throwing error and scored on
Meinweiser’s single to left. Westfield
immediately tied the score when Diaz

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

SHARKEY’S MACHINE REVS UP, GALLAGHER NETS 2

Devil Boy Laxers Win Big
Over W. Windsor-Plain. So.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two-in-a-row may be a small win-
ning streak but it was just what the
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team needed when it tripped up 5-3
West Windsor-Plainsboro South, 10-
6, in Westfield on April 28. After an 8-
7, overtime victory over Mendham
the day before gave Head Coach Gerry
Benaquista his 100th career victory,
the Blue Devils were even more on
their game against the Pirates.

Attacker Ryan Sharkey headed the
4-7 Blue Devil assault with three goals
and senior midfielder Matt Gallagher
stuffed in two goals. Senior middie
Brady Lau fired in a goal and had two
assists and Luke Baron had a goal and
an assist while Chris Mattes, Ryan
Yarusi and defenseman Bryan Skorge
each contributed a goal and Andrew
Schott added an assist.

Recently, coach Benaquista had
shuffled around his starting lineup
and their quality of play seemed to
have stepped in the right direction.

For example, Benaquista pointed
out, “Last game Kevin Moss, a sopho-
more defenseman, started and he has
been playing good. He had a couple
of days of really good practice. I
thought he deserved the chance out
there to see what he could do and he’s
been doing very well.”

Blue Devil goalie Chris Zaffuto
made 14 saves as did his Pirate coun-
terpart Ben Wilson. Both also made
their share of outstanding saves.

Westfield dominated 12-4 in
faceoffs, which led to the Blue Devils
spending more time on the attack and
gaining a 26-17 edge in shots on
goals.

“We definitely were passing and
catching together. We still made some
mistakes but, overall, it was a much
better effort as a team,” said
Benaquista. “Definitely a lot more
activity! We keep running what we
are putting in at practice. Eventually,
we will all get together and the ball
will go in the net. You have to shoot to
score!”

The Pirates opened the scoring in
the first quarter when Jon Lupo, on an
assist from Zac Howes, slipped one

past Zaffuto. Gallagher, assisted by
Lau, immediately answered to knot
the score then Baron, who was sta-
tioned behind the Pirate net, set up
Yarusi to give the Blue Devils a 2-1
lead at quarter’s end.

The Pirates took a 3-2 lead in the
second quarter on goals from Howes
and Jason Tosches on an assist from
Mario Ingato. Benaquista called a
timeout. The timeout must have
worked because the Blue Devils
scored six unanswered goals – two in
the second quarter – before the Pi-

rates would finally score late in the
third quarter.

“The timeout was just to settle
down, control and run our offense.
We set up our play and it was there.
We run things all game. We keep
executing, executing and eventually
they are going to be there. It’s a mat-
ter of everyone being on the right
page,” explained Benaquista.

The two Westfield second-quarter
goals were impressive and nearly a
carbon copy of each other. First,
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING IT TO THE LIMIT…Blue Devils Andrew Levy, left, and Jack Trimble, had everybody on edge en route to winning
the second doubles title in three sets over Summit to give Westfield the Union County Tournament Boys Tennis team
championship.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LOT OF ACTION AT SECOND BASE…Blue Devil second baseman Mike Diaz scoops up the throw and shortstop Josh
Gerckens backs him up as Ridge’s Kevin Langhouser steals second base.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Kevin Shallcross 1st singles champ

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
Brian Kender 1st doubles champ

WESTFIELD SOCCER ASSOCIATION 

WSA Travel Team Tryouts & CWS Premier Tryouts 

Fall 2005 and Spring 2006 
All tryouts at Houlihan/Sid Faye Complex, Westfield 

Visit  www.westfieldnjsoccer.com for tryout registration and all updates. 
 

WSA Travel Teams  Grade 

Age Group Date of Birth  Fall ’05 Tryout 1 - Date- Time  Tryout 2           . 

U09 Girls 8/1/96-7/31/97  3rd  Fri. 6/10- 4-6:00 pm  Sat. 6/11-8:30-10 
U09 Boys 8/1/96-7/31/97  3rd  Fri. 6/10- 6-8:00 pm  Sat. 6/11-10-11:30 
U10 Girls 8/1/95-7/31/96  4th  Wed. 6/1- 6-8:00 pm  Fri. 6/3- 6-8:00 pm 

U10 Boys 8/1/95-7/31/96  4th  Thurs. 6/2- 6-8:00 pm  Mon. 6/6- 6-8:00 pm 
U11 Girls 8/1/94-7/31/95  5th  Mon. 5/23- 4-6:00 pm  Wed. 5/25- 4-6:00 pm 

U11 Boys 8/1/94-7/31/95  5th  Thurs. 5/12- 6-8:00 pm Thurs. 5/19- 4-6:00 pm  
U12 Girls 8/1/93-7/31/94  6th  Wed. 5/11- 6-8:00 pm  Wed. 5/18- 6-8:00 pm 
U12 Boys 8/1/93-7/31/94  6th  Mon. 5/9- 4-6:00 pm  Mon. 5/16- 4-6:00 pm 

U13 Girls 8/1/92-7/31/93  7th  Mon. 5/24- 6-8:00 pm  Thurs. 5/26- 4-6:00 pm 
U13 Boys 8/1/92-7/31/93  7th  Mon. 5/23- 6-8:00 pm  Thurs. 5/26- 6-8:00 pm 
U14 Girls 8/1/91-7/31/92  8th  Fri. 5/20- 4-6:00 pm  Fri. 5/27- 6-8:00 pm 

U14 Boys 8/1/91-7/31/92  8th  Thurs. 5/19- 6-8:00 pm Tues. 5/24- 4-6:00 pm 
 

CWS Premier Teams*  
U13 Girls 8/1/92-7/31/93  7th  Thurs. 5/12- 4-6:00 pm Wed. 5/18- 4-6:00 pm 

U13 Boys 8/1/92-7/31/93  7th  Mon. 5/9- 6-8:00 pm  Mon. 5/16- 6-8:00 pm 
U14 Girls 8/1/91-7/31/92  8th  Fri. 5/13- 6-8:00 pm  Tues. 5/17- 6-8:00 pm 
U14 Boys 8/1/91-7/31/92  8th  Tues. 5/10- 4-6:00 pm  Tues. 5/17 4-6:00 pm 

 

• CWS Premier Team tryouts are open to all players; Westfield residents and non-residents. 

• CWS Premier Teams schedule aggressively, including some winter and summer activities.  
 

Frequency of Tryouts 

Players are encouraged to attend both tryout dates for their age group. Attendance to at least one tryout is 
required. Tryouts are conducted once per year, with team assignments for play during the following fall and 

spring seasons. Players selected are expected to play both seasons. 
 

Tryout Apparel/Equipment 

No travel uniforms may be worn to tryout. Shin guards must be worn and cleats are highly recommended. 
Players should bring a ball and arrive ½ hour before tryout. 

 

All updates, directions, rain dates, and registration instructions  

will be posted at www.westfieldnjsoccer.com 


