
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, March 31, 2005 Page 21

LOCAL STARS
WHS SWHS SWHS SWHS SWHS Student Ptudent Ptudent Ptudent Ptudent Philip Kimhilip Kimhilip Kimhilip Kimhilip Kim

WWWWWins ins ins ins ins GGGGGold Pold Pold Pold Pold Pororororortfolio Atfolio Atfolio Atfolio Atfolio Awarwarwarwarwarddddd
WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield

High School senior Philip
Kim has won Scholastic Book
Company’s Gold Portfolio
Award, which entitles him to
receive a $10,000 scholar-
ship.

Philip submitted a portfo-
lio of 10 pieces of artwork
(five are part of a series) to the
competition, which is part of the Scho-

lastic Art & Writing Awards.
Hundreds of students ap-

plied for the award, however,
only five are selected. In the
past four years, no one from
New Jersey has garnered the
Gold Portfolio Award. In ad-
dition, Philip’s accomplish-
ment marks the first time any-
one from Westfield has received

this distinction.
Philip KimPhilip KimPhilip KimPhilip KimPhilip Kim
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Parent
Teacher Organization of McKinley
Elementary School in Westfield pre-
sented its annual musical, The
McKinley Kapers on March 3 and 4.

The 180-member cast, which in-
cluded third, fourth and fifth graders,
faculty and staff, parents and even
grandparents, performed to packed
audiences.

The show, which consists of live-
sung parodied songs accompanied by a
live band and clever skits, was entitled
Sesquipedality: A Play on Words. A
“wordy” theme was chosen to compli-
ment the school’s year theme, “Super-
size Your Vocabulary with McKinley
McWords.”

Songs used in the show had reading,
vocabulary, spelling and alphabet
themes including “Alphabet Soup” by
Tom Chapin sung by the fourth grade

boys, “Supercalifragilistic” from Mary
Poppins sung by the fifth grade girls
and “Great Big Words” another Tom
Chapin song sung by the entire cast.

Other highlights of the show in-
cluded the “Blues Moms” rendition of
“Respect” and the “Daddy-Ohs” west-
ern song parodies.

The finale was a parody of the Broad-
way musical theme song to Hair. The
entire cast donned blue wigs, hats and
bandanas including McKinley Princi-
pal Claudia Andreski, who sported a
very high beehive wig of blue hair.

She has vowed to dye her own hair
blue if McKinely students read 10,000
books by the year’s end. The students
are only 2,000 books away from that
goal.

Over 110 students were involved in
the show and close to 50 parents and
grandparents, not including the 30 or
so parent volunteers that helped out
behind the scenes, as well as McKinley
alumni.

To prepare for the production, stu-
dents and faculty rehearse during their
lunch periods starting in December
and continue to work with head pro-
ducer, parent, and faculty member Julie
Fetter; parent and second producer Joe
Penczak, and alumni parent and musi-
cal director Sara Hedgepeth. The par-
ents and grandparents also meet many
evenings beginning in January to get
their numbers show-ready.
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

SPRING & SUMMER SESSIONS NOW  FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield
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There are those who would contend that
The Upside of Anger, a poignant drama/
comedy by writer-director Mike Binder, is
a lesser version of James Brooks’ Terms of
Endearment. While the comparison is un-
derstandable, the conclusion is faulty.
Whether you like this stomach-churning,
life-celebrating family drama or not, it
stands nicely on its own.

Beware those too quick to say nay and
thus perhaps keep you from seeing the best
mainstream film this year. The argument is
ludicrous and specious.

It’s like saying the Jaguar 2-seater is a
cheap imitation of an Aston Martin. Sheesh!
Granted, both belong to the phylum, Au-
tomobile; the class, Sports Car and the
order, British. But that’s where most simi-
larities end, wouldn’t you say? In other
words, simply because you thoroughly en-
joyed your sojourn through the Italian Alps
in your Aston Martin DB9 shouldn’t pre-
clude an almost as cheery time along the
French Riviera in your Jaguar XK-8.

I mean, if you’re going to be specious, be
specious. Why be a piker and merely com-
pare The Upside of Anger to Terms of
Endearment? Go for broke. Take me. I’m
comparing it to Little Women.

That’s right. The saga about how angry
the mother (Joan Allen) of four girls gets
when it’s rumored her husband has ab-
sconded with his secretary is an update.
Times have changed. And it’s precisely how
we’ve become inured to these changes that
forms the shocking central core of Binder’s
contemporary drawing room comedy.

Nicely written, observant of all the clas-
sical undertones and shading despite its
cutting edge zeal to abash, there remains a
tacit given throughout the doings. Despite
all the bad behavior taking place at the
Wolfmeyers’ suburban Detroit manse, the
idea of family isn’t trashed. Just as in Little
Women, it’s still the number one value, the
thing you don’t want to lose no matter what
happens.

Only the rules have changed. And they
take some getting used to.

But it’s going to take Terry Wolfmeyer,
the matriarch of this woeful mess, a little
while to understand the game, let alone the
rules. You see, she has a handicap. She’s in
a bit of a cloud since hubby’s disappearance.
Short of the out and out sociopathic mon-
sters who too often populate our screens in
those nasty, exploitative little dramas, Joan
Allen’s Terry is the most livid, unapologetic
woman scorned in recent film history.

But don’t worry … she’s not going to kill
anyone. True, she can be frightening. But
she’s just mad, not crazy. And that’s refresh-
ing.

Of course it doesn’t help Terry’s plight
that she is continually drunk since being
abandoned. And just to make things more
interesting, she has attracted a cohort in
inebriation, a drinking buddy in the per-
sona of one time baseball great Denny
Davies. They are on a constant buzz.

Skillfully portrayed by Kevin Costner, the
former phenom now plies his wit as a radio
talk show host. But there’s a curious wrinkle
therein. Baseball was great. He has a dishev-
eled house full of baseballs and bats he signs
for extra cash. Yet to the chagrin of his
producers, he won’t discuss it on the air.
That’s his mishigosh.

The thing is, just like the biddies in Mr.
Deeds Goes to Town, we all believe anyone
who doesn’t see things our way is a bit
pixilated. Which explains Mrs. Wolfmeyer’s
consternation as regards daughter Andy’s
(Erika Christensen) decision to pursue a
career in media instead of going to college.

The same goes for how she feels about
daughter Emily’s (Keri Russell) single-
minded focus on a dance career. Soon, she’ll
also have issues with the college girl, Hadley
(Alicia Witt). And if time allows, she’ll get
around to being displeased with “Popeye”
(Evan Rachel Wood), the youngest and

sometimes narrator of the tale.
Humorously understanding that we are

forever amazed and at odds over our differ-
ences, The Upside of Anger dives headlong
into the phenomenon. Consisting of a
series of character studies tossed into a
cauldron of life’s challenges and allowed to
interact, the film is sensitive and intelligent
despite its often impenitent findings.

Yep … there’s a shock emanating here
and there from Mom’s little girls. We don’t
know if this was all in motion before Dad’s
mysterious disappearance. But think about
it in your own case. Oftentimes such a crisis
is to the nature of our inner beings what the
spring rains are to daffodils. Only here,
we’re not exactly sure what’s going to pop
up next.

Fully comprising the subtext, among the
most distasteful of the Wolfmeyer girls’
forays into self-determination is Andy’s
decision to date Shep Goodman. Played by
Binder, he is Denny’s producer, a noted
seducer of impressionable young ladies, a
full-fledged slime and twice her age. Natu-
rally this doesn’t go well with Terry who,
through no stretch of the imagination,
could easily be starchy Beth Jarrett’s (Mary
Tyler Moore in Ordinary People) niece.

The sparks fly. And that’s one of the main
attractions … watching Terry do drama’s
longest slow burn. It’s a bit much at times.
As if in a staring contest, we want to look
away, perhaps chuckle in embarrassment.
But when we look back up it’s still there,
that gaze.

This is energy, Einstein’s theory applied
to human emotions, acted out by a soul
who sees no other way to contend with an
obviously all-consuming rage. Even drunk,
she is on guard.

It remains to be seen if she’ll allow us
behind the curtain of her defense mecha-
nisms. And that’s where Denny comes in,
the proverbial fool who rushes in where we
wise men might fear to tread. He likes Terry
and comes to be a caring if always drunk
uncle to the girls.

Part court jester, part Odysseus, the scala-
wag will do our bidding. Giving us a little
glance into his former life on the diamond,
we get the idea he probably stayed cool
when the going got tough. Now we’ve only
to see if anything comes of it. There’s a big
surprise in store.

As the traditional resolution to this cin-
ematic concoction would have it, by movie’s
end we’d not only find out if everyone lives
happily ever after, but what makes them
tick as well. But director-writer Binder
doesn’t quite take that path. The operative
term is not quite.

Binder earns the designation auteur via
this effort, by far his best in a career that has
seen some cult and financial success over
the last decade or so, but for the most part
no plaudits like The Upside of Anger will
earn. For at least this moment, he has
happened on a formula.

Indeed, the threads of other films peek
out at the edges. But we are reminded of
Mark Twain’s opinion on the matter. The
sage noted that stealing from one writer
amounted to plagiarism, but that purloin-
ing material from a whole bunch of scribes
was merely research. And putting it po-
litely, filmmaker Binder has seen a few
films.

Nevertheless, among other things, this is
a movie about tolerance. And in that spirit,
the suggestion here is to put things in
perspective. There is a premium in enter-
tainment to be had. Namely, the whimsi-
cal, albeit tarnished silver lining the direc-
tor attaches to his very powerful storm
clouds. Okay, so he cheats a little. But bear
a grudge and you’ll miss out on The Upside
of Anger.

* * * * * * *
The UThe UThe UThe UThe Upside of Angerpside of Angerpside of Angerpside of Angerpside of Anger, rated R, is a New

Line Cinema release directed by Mike
Binder and stars Joan Allen, Kevin Costner
and Erika Christensen. Running time: 118
minutes.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Whatever side of the political arena
you are on, it might lift those still
feels like winter blahs to get to NNNNNeeeeewwwww
BBBBBrrrrrunswickunswickunswickunswickunswick’’’’’s Ss Ss Ss Ss State tate tate tate tate TheatrTheatrTheatrTheatrTheatreeeee to expe-
rience the humor, satire, and sharp
insights of Al FAl FAl FAl FAl Frankenrankenrankenrankenranken. He will be
there for one night only, on Friday,
April 1, at 8 p.m., with his usual
lecture and Q&A format. Warm up
by listening to his radio show on Air
America. Tickets range from $25 to
$75. For information log onto http:/
/www.statetheatrenj.org/index.cfm
or call (732) 246-7469.

* * * * * * *
On Thursday, March 31, Fri-

day, April 1, and Friday, April 8,
see The EaglesThe EaglesThe EaglesThe EaglesThe Eagles at their FFFFFararararareeeeewwwwwell 1ell 1ell 1ell 1ell 1
tour. This is their first area appear-
ance in 8 years, and it’s said to be a
joyous ride through timeless pop
and rock, retold with sincerity and
a genuine sense of celebration.
Surely, you’ve missed them, espe-
cially if you haven’t listened since
the 70s. The shows, at the Conti-
nental Airlines Arena at The Mead-
owlands start at 8 p.m. Tickets
start at $25, and you’ll also pay for
parking. Call (201) 507-8900 for
more information or log onto http:/
/www.meadowlands.com.

* * * * * * *
As part of Collecting ArCollecting ArCollecting ArCollecting ArCollecting Art: A Lec-t: A Lec-t: A Lec-t: A Lec-t: A Lec-

turturturturture Se Se Se Se Serieserieserieserieseries, the Hunterdon Mu-
seum of Art will feature Gary Snyder
(of New York’s Gary Snyder Fine
Art) on Thursday, March 31, at 7:30
p.m. His topic will be “Collecting
Ahead of the Trend: Looking at
American Modernism.” Admission
is $12. The museum is located at 7
Lower Center Street in Clinton. For
information, please call (908) 735-
8415 or log onto http://
www.hunterdonartmuseum.org/
events.cfm.

* * * * * * *
Based on the 1938 novella about

a friendship between two German
émigrés, AAAAAddrddrddrddrddress Uess Uess Uess Uess Unknonknonknonknonknownwnwnwnwn
chronicles the lives of these men
after the Nazis ascend to power.
Ideological differences lead to bit-
terness and betrayal in this thriller
at the GGGGGeorge Seorge Seorge Seorge Seorge Strtrtrtrtreet Peet Peet Peet Peet Playhouselayhouselayhouselayhouselayhouse in
New Brunswick. This limited en-
gagement will only be there through
Sunday, April 10. Tickets cost $28
to $56, and are available at http://
www.georgestplayhouse.org/ or
(732) 246-7717.

* * * * * * *
On Saturday, April 2, from 2 to

4 p.m., author Robert Amoroso
will be in The The The The The TTTTTooooown Book Swn Book Swn Book Swn Book Swn Book Stortortortortoreeeee
of of of of of WWWWWestfieldestfieldestfieldestfieldestfield to promote his novel,
“J“J“J“J“Journeyourneyourneyourneyourney.”.”.”.”.” It’s the fantastic story
of Bob Amato, a man who faces
some strange situations, has to
make difficult choices, and whose
very survival is hanging on a choices
and ultimately a paradox that only
he can solve. Want more? Call them
at (908) 233-3535 and reserve your
copy if you are unable to attend.
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CLCLCLCLCLARK ARK ARK ARK ARK – Diversity Art Gallery in
Clark will hold its 14th exhibition
from Sunday, April 10, to Sunday,
June 12, with the spring focus on
flowers.

“Flowers for Hours” will include
various themes, styles and types of
art by award-winning artists Burton
Longenbach of Clark (oils), Fanwood
residents Gi Wan Song (oils) and
Paula Pearl (quilts), Cynthia Dawley
(oils) of Cranford, Lisa Rejowski
(Jackson) of Jackson, Nancy Ori
(photography) of Berkeley Heights
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and Jan Bogdanski (photography) of
Colonia.

A reception for the artists and guests
will be held on April 10 from 1 to 4
p.m. at the gallery, which is located in
the Union County Baptist Church, 4
Valley Road, Clark.

For more information, please call (732)
574-1479 or visit www.diversityart.com.

Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

MUSICALLY INCLINED…Pianist and Wilson Elementary School fourth grader
Henry Resnikoff performed for the students at Westfield Cooperative Nursery
School. An alumnus of the school, he played some of their favorites and classical
songs, and enlightened the pupils on the mechanism of the piano and how the notes
are produced. Henry was invited back as part of the school’s Sharing Talents
Program. Westfield Cooperative Nursery School is located in the First Congrega-
tional Church, 125 Elmer Street. For more information, please call (908) 233-4501.

Intermediate Teacher Award
Nominations Due April 11

WESTFIELD — The Optimist Club
of Westfield has announced that the
deadline for receipt of nominations for
the eighth annual Intermediate School
Outstanding Teacher Award is Mon-
day, April 11.

Two intermediate school teachers —
one from Edison and one from
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools — will
be chosen to receive the award on May
11.

Nominations should specify ways in
which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth.

The nominee must be a full-time
teacher in the Westfield Public Schools
in grades 6 to 8 for a minimum of five
years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination letters
to: Outstanding Teacher Award Com-
mittee of the Optimist Club of Westfield,
David Owens, 700 Saint Marks Av-
enue, Westfield, 07090.

According to Dr. William Foley, Su-
perintendent of Schools, “The Outstand-
ing Teacher Award gives deserving
credit to our intermediate school teach-
ers who are dedicated to providing an
educationally stimulating and support-
ing environment during the critical stage
of adolescence.”

The recipients of the first Outstand-
ing Teacher Award in 1998 were retir-
ing Social Studies teacher, Frank Nolde,
of Roosevelt Intermediate School and
Robert Sanders, who was Special Edu-
cation teacher at Edison Intermediate
School and is now serving as the school’s
interim assistant principal.

The 1999 award winners were Walter
Buda, who was a Social Studies teacher/
supervisor at Edison and Roosevelt;
and Lynne Gerber, Spanish teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

The winners in 2000 were Thomas

Reynolds, now retired from Industrial
Arts/Technology at Roosevelt and
David Shapiro, Instrumental Music
teacher at Edison. Wendy Masteller,
Science teacher at Roosevelt, and Nancy
Rygiel, who was a Mathematics teacher
at Edison, received the distinguished
award in 2001.

Recipients in 2002 were Jack Mar-
tin, Language Arts teacher at Roosevelt
(and currently at Edison as well), and
Gloria White-James, Guidance Coun-
selor at Edison. Karen Lust, Social
Studies teacher at Roosevelt, and Rob-
ert Hild, who teachers Language Arts at
Edison, received the award in 2003.

Last year, the winners were Janice
Sheridan, Media Specialist at Edison
and Linda Vail, who recently retired
from her position as Physical Educa-
tion teacher at Roosevelt.

The Optimist award joins other an-
nual recognitions designated for
Westfield teachers, including the Ro-
tary Club’s Philhower Fellowship pre-
sented to an elementary teacher and the
following awards created for Westfield
High School staff: The Robert and Linda
Foose Memorial Award for Excellence
in Education, the Distinguished Teacher
Award and the Westfield High School
Parent-Teacher Council Organization
Teacher of the Year Award.

Seton Hall Prep Tells
Honor Roll Students
AREA – Seton Hall Preparatory

School in West Orange has announced
that Scotch Plains students Brendan
Kirby, Matthew Anderson, Juan-
Anton Velarde and Mark Zabel have
been named to the school’s honor roll
for the second trimester.

Brendan and Matthew received first
honors, while Juan-Anton and Mark
earned second honors.

Cornelius Banta Earns
Honor Roll Distinction

WESTFIELD – Cornelius
Fitzpatrick Banta, an 11th grader at
Mercersburg Academy in
Mercersburg, Pa., received High
Honors at the school for the winter
term. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Cornelius Banta of Westfield.

Freundlich, Lu Receive
Dean’s List Recognition

AREA – Robert Freundlich of
Westfield and Rui Lu of Fanwood
have been named to the dean’s list for
the fall 2004 semester at The Johns
Hopkins University in Baltimore, Md.

Robert is the son of Dr. R. & Dr. N.
Freundlich of Westfield. He attended
Westfield High School.

Rui is the daughter of S. Lu and
also attended Westfield High School.

Coming Soon in A&E:Coming Soon in A&E:Coming Soon in A&E:Coming Soon in A&E:Coming Soon in A&E:
• The Westfield Art Association’s

Art ‘05 exhibition is reviewed by
Michelle Le Poidevin;

• Marylou Morano speaks with
author Marlene Browne;

• Scrapbooking experience de-
tailed by Linda Condrillo.


