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Lady Devil Tracksters Believe
There is ‘Power in Numbers’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Track Men Have
Many Strengths; Personnel

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

1,200,” said Martin who added, “Rob-
ert suffered a broken foot in the win-
ter so he’s just now coming back to
train.”

Junior Mike Woods, who was
named to the All-Group 3 First Team
and All-State Third Team in winter
track, has consistently been reaching
higher heights in the pole vault and,
with teammate Mike Gorski, will of-
fer an impressive 1-2 punch in that
event.

“Michael had an excellent finish to
the winter. He jumped 14’6” to finish
fourth in the Eastern States. Unfortu-
nately, Michael Gorski suffered a
shoulder injury during the winter. He
did clear 13’10”. He should be back
in a couple of weeks and that could be
the best 1-2 punch in the state,” said
Martin.

Several additional members of the
cross-country team will add depth
and team points in the distance events.
Amir Rogers, Kris Kagan, Jay Hoban,
Raymond Chen and Scott Steinberg,
“will be solid there,” said Martin.

Senior Jake Brandman will be a
primary point source in the 100, 200,
and 400 meters. John Alexandravicius
has been looking pretty good in prac-
tice in the sprints and junior Alex Kao
has been improving in the pole vault,
triple jump and hurdles. Junior Tyler
McCubbin will compete in the
hurdles, high jump and long jump
and Rich Scialabba will compete in
the high jump.

“Tyler cleared 6 feet (long jump) in
the winter. The majority of our team
who are performing at the varsity
level are juniors with the exception of
Broadbent and the vaulters and in the
javelin we have Jeff Pazdro who was
around 160 feet last year. He’s our
leader there. He should be able to
place pretty far in championship com-
petitions,” said Martin.

“We have some high quality kids in
the events that we are strong in. We
have some weaknesses and we have
to try to plug those up if we want to
compete in the Watchung Confer-
ence,” stated Martin.

1,600 at the Group 4 sectional.
In the State Group 3 Winter Relay

Championships, Onishi, Miriam
Becker-Cohen, Meg Driscoll and
MacNeil captured first in the 4x800-
meter relay. Erin McCarthy, who also
participates in the 4x800, will also
add strength to the middle distances.

“Em is a premier 800-meter run-
ner. She is very versatile. We will use
her in the quarter. The 4x800 that ran
during the winter, she and Annie,
Miriam and Erin McCarthy will be
going down to Penn (Relays),” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Nancy Car-
penter who added, “Everyone thinks
of Emily but Annie is consistently
there. We are really lucky that we
have some gifted athletes and hard
workers at middle distance. Meg is
coming off an injury and will be in the
mix of that middle distance group.”

Some other middle distance run-
ners include Gillian Kape, Lauren
Campo, Stephanie Cortinhal,
Catherine Cognetti and Caitlyn
Berkowitz.

Senior Captain Lauren Nolan is
expected to be strong in the hurdles
and sprints along with Danielle
Parkinson, junior Allie Fleder and
sophomore Erica Ammermuller.

“Lauren and Danielle are going to
be the backbone of the sprinting
group. Allie was in the mix of things
last year. I think she is going to have
a good year.

Jen Daniellson, Rachel Barrett and
Kim Legones will fortify the distance
events. Field event captains Alena
Borkowski and Christine Henry along
with Carolyn Cook, will head a large
group of girls for Field Marshall Tom
Hornish, who plans to retire from
spring track after 31 years.

“Tom’s got a record number of
girls,” noted Carpenter.

Freshman Emily Perry has been
making great strides in the high jump
and senior captain Allie Rodino will
compete in the long jump as will
junior Joanne Matthew who will also
compete in sprints and triple jump.

“Emily is going to be our key high
jumper. She has a lot of natural abil-
ity. Joanne is going to be a huge
contributor. She will also be with the
sprinters,” Carpenter indicated. “All
in all, we are going to be a fairly
balanced group. We have some work
to do to make up for the loss in the
sprinters (graduates from last year)
but Jen (Buccino – Winter Track Head
Coach) said they did a good job. We
will be deep. As the season goes on, if
somebody gets hurt, I will have some-
body to pull up from the ranks to fill
in. That’s our strongest asset, that we
have depth.”

CHAMPION AT PICO MOUNTAIN…Michelle Goldberg of Scotch Plains won
the Pico Sunburst Open, held at Pico Mountain in Mendon, Vermont on March
13. The race was a dual slalom and the top eight racers after two runs moved into
the finals. Goldberg was in first place after the two runs, leading Jane McLarney
of Queechee Mountain by .07seconds. The finals were a shotgun format, with the
winner of each dual moving to the next round. Goldberg won her next six runs and
found herself facing McLarney for the championship. On the first run, Goldberg
won by only .005 seconds, but finished the next run beating McLarney by .3
seconds, securing the victory. Goldberg attends The Kent Place School in Summit.

RealProWrestling
To Air on Television
RealProWrestling (RPW) is a

new professional sports league
showcasing real Olympic-style
wrestling. The show debuted March
27 on PAX-TV (8 episodes with a
two hour championship final) and
re-aired March 30 on Fox Sport
Net (9 episodes all one hour long).

RealProWrestling Season 1 fea-
tures eight teams from across the
country with America’s top Olym-
pic and NCAA champion wres-
tlers. The television broadcasts are
one-hour shows with a different
weight class each week. The final
show would be a National Champi-
onship featuring Olympic, National
and Collegiate Champions.

For further information, please
contact Kimberly Moran or Brener
Zwikel at (818) 344-6195, exten-
sion No. 121 or e-mail
Kimberlym@bzapr.com

WF’s Banta Receives
Award in Squash

MERCERSBURG, PA. – Honors
student Cornelius F. (Lee) Banta, Jr.,
a junior, received the Most Outstand-
ing Player Award for Squash (boys)
during Mercersburg Academy’s an-
nual Winter Sports Banquet on March
4. He is the son of Mr. And Mrs.
Cornelius F. Banta of Westfield.
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OPEN HOUSE:  SUNDAY, 4/3 • 1-4PM

Move right into this charming updated 1920’s colonial on a
level 60x164 lot that is also walking distance to train, town
and all schools. This home features 3 Bedrooms, 1.5 new
Baths, new EIK w/Breakfast room, wood burning fireplace in
LR, and a formal Dining Room. Many other recent
improvements  include: roof, landscaping, driveway & newer
windows.  Offered at $499,900. (WSF0071)

586 Rahway Avenue, Westfield

Raider Trackmen Have More
Numbers, Are More Balanced
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meet to meet.”
Other workhorses, senior Iceberg

Bryant and sophomore Kyle
Rowbotham, are expected to com-
pete in hurdles, sprints and jumps.
Last year at the sectional meet, Bryant
placed fifth in the long jump and
Rowbotham is displaying his versa-
tility more prominently.

“Rowbotham is almost an exact
copy of Sean,” commented McGriff.
“So that gives us a lot of versatility
where one guy can do one event and
one guy can cover another event. Ice-
berg is very explosive, a guy who can
really jump and has speed, so we will
really rely on him also.”

More depth in those areas is of-
fered by juniors James Alfano and
Nehemiah Berny-Porter and sopho-
more Mike Miller.

“Definitely, we are going to be a lot
stronger in the jumps and the hurdles.
But I’m happy that a lot of those
younger guys are stepping up too,
like Alfano and Nehemiah in the
hurdles.

Josh Zinman, named All-Union
County (UC) Second Team in the
3,200 meters in winter track, will be
the Raider frontrunner in the 1,600
and 3,200 meters. Last year, he fin-

ished fifth in the 3,200 meters at the
county meet.

Last year, the Raiders lacked a little
depth in the field events and had to
rely on the strength of seniors Ted
Acosta (All-UC Third Team in the
shot put in winter track) and Marc
Fabiano in the shot put and discus.
With much improvement coming
from sophomores John Badalla and
Greg Brant and the addition of fresh-
man Mike Alleman, the Raiders will
field a more formidable group.

“Teddy will be strong for us in the
shot and discus. Fabiano is another
one who helped us in both spots. The
younger guys will come out and con-
tribute for us,” noted McGriff.

Last year, with the emergence of
then freshman Tom Pennella and
sophomore Max Carow, the Raiders
began to get a hint of the glory they
once held in the mid to late 1990s in
the pole vault event. Carow cleared
12 feet to tie for fourth in the sec-
tional meet last year. Pennella has
cleared 12’6” and seeks loftier
heights.

“Last year, we were down a little
bit. This year, we are balanced and
back to that kind of level that we are
used to being at,” said McGriff.
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Beautiful new home to be built by Michael Mahoney on quiet oval
featuring a Living Room; Formal Dining Room; Kitchen w/granite
counter tops; Family Room w/fplc; Conservatory; 4 Bedrooms; 2 ½
baths including a Master Suite w/full bath and his and her’s walk in
closets and 2nd floor laundry.  WSF0160

Westfield    $1,150,000 Westfield                     $1,899,900
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Wonderful new Wychwood home to be built by Michael Mahoney
featuring a gracious Entrance Foyer flanked by formal Living and
Dining Rooms; gourmet Kitchen w/island open to Family Room w/
fireplace; 1st floor guest suite and Laundry; 5 additional Bedrooms
and 3 full baths including a Master Suite with Sitting Room, private
bath, walk in closet and fireplace and 2 bedrooms with a jack and
jill bath.  WSF1073

Westfield    $2,250,000
Stunning 6 Bedroom 5 ½ bath home to be built in Pond Estates by
Needle Point Homes.  Beautfiully appointed thru out including a
grand Foyer w/sweeping staircase; formal Living Room w/fireplace;
Formal Dining Room; gourmet Kitchen w/island ; sunken Family
Room w/fireplace; 1st floor guest suite; Library and Conservatory.
Each bedroom has access to a full bath and the luxurious Master
includes a Sitting Room; private bath; his and hers walk-in closets
and fireplace. Nestled on almost 2 acres.  WSF0149

Scotch Plains    $2,500,000

This magnificent Colonial home is situated on one of Westfield’s most
notable streets, set on over a ½ acre of property it boasts a gracious
entry Foyer; formal Parlor; Living Room with fireplace; formal Dining
Room; sunny Family Room; updated Eat-In Kitchen w/Viking stove; 5
Bedrooms, 2 ½ baths including a master wing which encompasses a
full bathroom; sitting room w/fireplace (possible 6th bedroom) and study/
office; plus an additional study.  Beautifully appointed with deep
moldings; pocket doors; and gorgeous hard wood flooring.  WSF0061

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING ROUND AND ROUND…The Blue Devil girls run several laps around
the track to get in shape for the Kearny Relays this weekend.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN SYNCHRONATION…The Raider boys and girls shot putters work on their
form in order to get greater shoves of the “metal orb” this season.


