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SRS GELMETTI, SMITH NAMED TEAM CO-CAPTAINS

Lady Devils Focus on Strong
Pitching for Softball Success

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Much responsibility will be placed
on the strong pitching of the Westfield
High School girls’ softball team this
season. Last year, the Blue Devils fin-
ished 8-3 in the Watchung Conference
and 16-10 overall. They fell short of
their goal in a tight game in the Union
County semifinal game against Union,
then bounced back in the sectional
finals against J.P. Stevens before be-
ing stopped by Clifton in the NJSIAA
Group 4 state semifinal game.

With two seniors and a relatively
young team, Blue Devil Head Coach
Tara Pignoli expects to get plenty of
defense and offense from four return-
ing varsity players; senior Co-Cap-
tain lefthander Lauren Gelmetti, se-
nior Co-Captain second baseman
Katie Smith, junior shortstop Kristina
Fietkiewicz and junior centerfielder
MaryKate Flannery.

Last year, the Blue Devils man-
aged a .304 batting average (BA) that
included three home runs, eight triples
and 21 doubles. Gelmetti led the team
with 21 RBI, smacked a homer and
three triples and compiled a .346 bat-
ting average. Flannery led with eight
steals, rapped 29 hits, scored 22 runs
and finished with a .397 BA. Smith,
who had the second-highest batting
average at .352, bashed 25 hits, in-

cluding a homer, 22 singles and scored
15 runs and had a fielding percentage
of .928.

With the graduation of catcher
Lauren Musacchia, first baseman Jen
Frost, utility infielder Danielle
Coleman, courtesy runner Brianna
Giovanello, outfielders Danielle
Palentchar and Jessica Gueriero, how
will the Blue Devil upcoming season
play out?

“I really believe and expect our
four returning starters to be the key to
our offense and I’m expecting a lot
from them,” said Pignoli. “One thing
that’s really a positive is that we’re
very strong up the middle and for me
that’s what you look for. Our four
returning players will be right in the
middle spots.”

However, the big story will be
Gelmetti, who undoubtedly will pitch
most of the games. Gelmetti com-
piled a 1.32 ERA, in 164 innings,
struck out 114 batters and limited her
opponents to a .212 BA. Expect the
Blue Devils to show off some of their
newer pitching talent with sophomore
Jenny LaSparta and junior Sam
Moore. According to Pignoli,
LaSparta has shown lots of promise
at the JV level and will see time at
first base.

Success may be difficult to mea-
sure at the catching position where

junior Jillian Olsen will replace the
talented Musacchia. “I believe hav-
ing a catcher without varsity experi-
ence is going to be a challenge,” ex-
plained Pignoli. “We have been hav-
ing a lot of live batting practice to
give them a chance to call signals,
pitches and get comfortable. I believe
there is a good chemistry there, how-
ever, Gelmetti is going to have to take
more responsibility and be in charge
a little more in what pitch should be
thrown and when.”

Perhaps another challenge may be
with the corner positions. “Moving from
JV to varsity is very difficult to do. It’s
almost like two different games,” said
Pignoli. “We have given several girls
the opportunity to earn a starting role,
so let’s see what happens.”

Additionally, Pignoli has placed
aggressiveness as a priority on her list.
“That’s the one thing that I have been
really drilling in this year,” said Pi-
gnoli. “Offensively, go after the first
pitch you like and be aggressive on the
bases. Defensively, be aggressive and
don’t be tentative. That’s when you
make mistakes, when you think too
much. We played tight games last year,
but ended on the losing side.”

The Blue Devils expect to be one of
the top contenders brought on through
hard work, dedication, teamwork and
an excellent chemistry.

GARWOOD                  $479,900

Spectacular 4 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath Split located a few blocks from Baltusrol Golf Club & features
generous sized rooms.  Entrance hall w/new powder room, enormous & cozy family room boasts sliding
doors leading to wooded yard w/marble patio.  Large updated eat-in kitchen.  Master bedroom w/full
bath.  Just blocks to houses of worship, shops & schools.  (052000075)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $559,000
This home is situated on a wonderful tree lined street and boasts a large welcoming foyer inviting you
into a spacious living room with a woodburning fireplace.  Leaded glass doors open to a bright & cozy
den/family room.  Completing the 1st floor is a formal dining room which leads to an updated eat-in
kitchen, with access to a half bath & features beautiful french doors overlooking a private fenced yard.
The 2nd level hosts 3 bedrooms and a full bath.  DIR: E. Broad to N. Chestnut lt on Maye #657
(052009965)

SPRINGFIELD                    $619,000

Sparkling Colonial style home boasts the very best of old world charm combined with quality upgrades
and amenities.  Features include three bedrooms, two full baths, formal dining room, family room, 1st
floor laundry.  Refinished (2005) hardwood floors in living and dining rooms.  Attached garage and fully
fenced yard.  Located on a tranquil street close to park, transportation, schools & shops.  DIR: South Ave.
to Center St. lt on Locust #232 (05200NEW)

WESTFIELD                                 $649,000
Located in desired Wilson School District, this classic 9 room Colonial, near town center, tennis club,
park, library and NYC transportation, features a first floor bedroom with full bath & three more bedrooms
with full bath on the 2nd floor.  Additional rooms include powder room, entrance foyer, eat-in kitchen,
formal dining room, living room w/stone faced fireplace and den.  A large basement w/laundry area,
workroom, commode & storage.  Fenced yard & patio complete this lovely home.  DIR: E. Broad to N.
Chestnut lt on Kimball #645 (052000083)

Open House: Sun. 4/3  1-5 PMOpen House: Sun. 4/3  1-5 PM

Spectacular!

The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence, based upon a 20% downpayment.  The payments are calculated using a 3-1 interest only adjustable rate mortgage loan (ARM) with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, and an initial A.P.R. of 5.23%.  Payments are interest only for the first 10 years, and from year 11 through maturity, amortization is based on 20 years.  The interest rate is based on an
index plus a margin, with a loan amount of $100,000.  The payment is fixed for the first 3 years, and because the interest rate may change after 3 years, the payment shown may change at the 4th year and annually thereafter subject to applicable margins and/or caps.  At each adjustment, the interest rate is set at 2.5% above the index (margin) and it may not decrease or increase more than 2 percentage points (cap), and over the life of the loan, it may not increase or
decrease more than 6 percentage points (lifetime cap).Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, or hazard insurance.  Interest rates quoted are as of 1/7/05 and subject to change.  As an example, on a $100,000 30-year loan with an initial interest rate of 5.125%, the maximum amount that the interest rate can rise under this loan program is 6 percentage points to 11.125%, and the estimated monthly payment for the first 3 years is $427.08
to a maximum interest payment of $694.97 thru year 10 (Based on a Truth in Lending Disclosure Estimate) and a maximum principal and interest payment of $961.78 after year 10.  We are not responsible for typographical errors.  You should ask about interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950.  1-800-829-CASH.
Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance.  Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA.  Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C.  Equal Housing Lender.  Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®.  For your benefit, consider a career in real estate.  Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

Open House: Sun. 4/3  1-5 PM

SHASHATY, BERKA, SPRINTERS TO AMASS POINTS

Raider Track Girls Possess
Talent to ‘Rise to Occasion’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This season’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School track & field
girls have more depth and more talent
across the board, which could place
them in the thick of the quest for
county and sectional honors.

The distance events will definitely
be the Raiders’ strongest area led by
senior veteran Mary Shashaty along
with Laura Harrison, Liz Elko, Allie
Hoynes-O’Connor and Sam Carow, all

members of the Raider cross-country
team that won the Union County title.

Last year, Shashaty took second to
Cranford’s Laura Gallo in the 3,200
meters at the county meet and placed
third in the event at the sectional meet
to qualify for the state Group 3 meet.
Allie Hoynes-O’Connor finished sixth
in the 1,600 meters at the counties.
Sophomore Kim Appezatto, presently
nursing an injury, is expected to be
strong in the 800 meters.

“That’s definitely going to be a strong

point,” said Raider Head Coach Jeff
Koegel. “Pretty much everybody from
the fall is on the team. We should be
strong, especially in the 3,200 and 1,600.
Right now, we are a little bit thinner in
the 800 because Kim is injured. Fresh-
man Kate Johnson’s a swimmer. Once
she gets her land legs, I think she is going
to be able to contribute there.”

The Raiders will also be strong in
the sprint events, especially the 4x400
relay where three of the foursome that
won the county meet return. Compet-
ing in the 4x400 this season will be
Samantha Gates, Danielle Vena,
Meaghan Kelly and Amanda Bobyack,
who replaces Aja Bundy who gradu-
ated. Kelly will also run intermediate
hurdles. Bobyack, a sophomore, re-
turns as the county champ in the long
jump with a leap of 16’5.5” and Regg,
the county champ in the triple jump
with a distance of 34’11.25”, will also
compete in the 100-hurdles.

“If things go the way they should,
they should be down around the four-
flat range,” said Koegel. “They will
share sprinting duties. I think we are
pretty well balanced there. Kelly was
our best intermediate hurdler last year.
She was running faster this winter. That
will carry over. That’s an area where we
have been traditionally strong.”

In the field events, Kat Berka, “is
our main thrower. She broke her wrist
this winter but the cast is coming off
soon. Carley Wells is back and we
have a few new faces. Hopefully, they
will develop,” said Koegel.

Berka is especially strong in the
shot put and the discus where she
placed sixth in the sectional meet with
a toss of 96’1”.

Senior Katie Zaleski, the Raiders’
highest-ranking gymnast last fall, will
add team points in the pole vault. Last
year, she placed second in the county
in the pole vault with a height of 7’6”.
This year more is expected.

“It was really her first season doing
it,” Koegel said. “Coach (Pete) Kane –
an SP-F graduate of the mid 1990s –
volunteered his time in the winter to
help in the vaults. I think she will do
well. We have some freshmen who
want to learn the event. I think Pete can
build the program. It’s an event that you
can’t just float through. You have to
know your stuff. You have to do it and
Pete has had a successful career through
high school and college.”

Koegel concluded, “We are con-
vinced that this is the best team we’ve
had talent wise. Being talented isn’t
always enough. It’s being a competi-
tor able to rise to the occasion.”

Blue Devils, Raiders Dominate
All-County Girls Swimming

IM) and the 200-medley relay team
were selected to the All-UC First Team.

Blue Devils Liz Hawkins (100 free),
Alexi Kuska (200 free), Kylie Fraser
(500 free) and Brittany Reyes (100
butterfly) along with the 200-free relay
and 400-free relay teams were named
to the All-UC Second Team. Raiders
Mary Henkels (100 back stroke) and
Becca Fox (100 breast) along with the
200-medley relay team were named to
the All-UC Second Team. Blue Devil
Kirsten Selert (50 free) and Raider
Katie Kosenick (100 breast) were
named to the All-UC Third Team.

Raider Head Coach Jessica Hulnik,
a graduate of Lock Haven University in
Pa., was named the Union County
Coach of the Year. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood was named UC Team of the
Year, Cameron was named UC Swim-
mer of the Year and Helock was named
Newcomer of the Year.

The Westfield High School and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
swimming teams dominated the All-
Union County (UC) First Team list,
occupying eight of the 12 slots. Addi-
tionally, the two teams occupied 10 of
the 12 slots on the Second Team list.

It is no wonder that the Blue Devils
and Raiders dominated the top spots
since they shared the UC Tournament
title this past season. Also, the Blue
Devils came up one victory short of
winning the Public A state title and
finished fourth in the state while the
Raiders won their first ever Public B
state title and finished fifth in the state.

Raiders Jillian Murphy (50 free),
Amanda Cameron (100 free) and Me-
lissa Helock (200 free) along with the
200-free relay and 400-free relay teams
were named to the All-UC First Team.
Blue Devils Jackie DeLaFuente (100
breaststroke) and Amanda Dickson (200

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOOTING FOR ANOTHER STRONG SEASON…The Blue Devil softball girls practice their batting skills indoor to
prepare for another exciting softball season. The team won the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 Tournament last year.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING ON HER FORM…Kat Berka, right, who was the Raider girls’ best
shot putter last year, works on her pre-season form.


